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INTRODUCTION. 

The sJory of the Great Pestilence of 1348-9 h^s never been 
ii\]ly loid. In fact, until comparatively r«*cent times, little 
attention \vp.s paid to an event which, neverlhc^eoS, whether 
viewed in the magnitude of the catastrophe, or in rerard to 
its fnr-rea':hi;\q; re-^uhs, is rertainiy one of the most iirs- 
port-int in t!:e iiistory of our coiiatry. 

Ji!d«»ed by the ordinary manuals, tlie nnddle of the iour- 
Itcnth century appears as the time of l^ngland's greatest 
j^lory. Edward HI. was at the very height of his rejown. 
"J*he crushing defeat of France ct Crecy, in i j.^Z. fol'.owc-d 
the next year by the taking of Calais, had raised hirr to ihc 
height of his fame. When, wearing the: i.iurels of the m^^tst 
brDlianl victory of the age, he landed at Sandwich, on 
Ociober 14th, 1347, the country, or at lea^t I he English 
courtiers, seemed intoxicated bv the .siiccess cF h«s arms. 
"Anew r»un," says the chronicier \Val:iinghani, "seemeiltc 
have arisen over the people, in the perfect peace, in the 
phnty ol al* th'iagc, and in the g^ory o( such victones. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

ere was hardly a woman of any name who did not possess 

oils of Caen, Calais and other French towns across the 

a ; " and the English matrons proudly decked themselves 

^^ith the rich dresses r.nd costly ornaments carried off from 

"fforcign households. This was, moreover, the golden era of 

chivalry, and here and there throughout the country tourna- 

^xients celehrated with exceptional pomp tiie establishment 

^f the Order of the Garter, instituted by King Edward 

t.o pcrpetijr.tc the memory of his martial successes. It is 

little wf'ndiT, then, that the Great Pestilence, now known 

as the '* Hlack Death/' coming as it docs between Crccy 

and Poitiers, and at the very time of the creation of the 

first Knic^hts of the Garter, siiould seem to fall aside from 

the general narrative as though something apart from, pnd 

not consonant with, the natural course of events. 

It is accordingly no matter for wond^ir tliat a classic like 
Hurne, in common with our older v^ritcrs on EngHsii history, 
should have dismissed t!ie calamity in a few lines; but a 
reader may well feel surprise at finding that the late Mr. J. 
R. Green, who saw deeper into causes and effects than his 
predecessors, deals with the great epidemic in a scanty 
notice only as a mere episode in his account of the agri- 
cultural changes in the fourteenth century. Although he 
speaks generally of the death of one-half the population 
through the disease, he evidently has not realised the 
<nciP/,ous effects, social and religious, wUkh ?Lt^ O^YC^Oi^ 
irac^'iiblr to the catn^irophc. 



INTKODUCTiON. XV 

Prof<!.ssor Sccbohni nnd ]!)r. Fcsson, and cluincc nar^'^s in 
Sool-y on political and ^o'.iai r.-onorir/, like th^>so of llie 
iaU- Proft'ssor Thorold Roq[or'> a;vl Dr. Cun:iin<j:hani, hr.ve 
"TTorie r.iuc'i in. our time to <!rav ^ilteiuicn ro llu:. ir.i- 
;io;^;:n':..• cf tho ^jbjoct. iUili, i-o f.'-.r as I am r.ware, 
!!> wiiti^r h;«r, vol iicai «1 th? v :'C--io as a wliolc, or, 

a fnirlv arxarate ostiniato of it^ ravai^es. Thv. col- 
• x:clIo!is (rv T-r.c pr.'-t'ni ^:(.L'c!y ii;:.' hcvj cnlirclv' rr.adr 
\\'i\f:'^ a !\.-j!c c\\ llie. 2'\ p f J '*?.*: i'r.'i it! 7?'f':7iHf by Dr. 
Civic^htoi!, \v;'.s aiuionriceil, a:\<!. .:♦■; ;• < on"<cc::.':nr< , iIn'; 

•v> ' « 

v.oik was stM i'.sidc. On \}\^ .i]"*p^'aia!i«x of i.)-. Crcl.;h- 
tnn^ti volume, howiiv-r, il wa-' [(.»«! ik! t-iat, wiiilst Ircatin*; 
l;»is i^cslil-rfCL at ^:ot\: '^:;'n L'u ■•;"i'';:!» as a TK>rt'ori oi 
h\: iTcivyiCi biibiect, nc< n^cr-jiv ]....: it no: ••!itrr.:ii in^o 
M.*-^ resiiin to util'St' tii.,' i{r'j:il ly-ill: mJ n aleri.'*! !•'» bf* 
lui!:i(l !n tlic v.'.r'.oiis rt•co^d^ of the jirriol, but the 
anl^or I'a'! d.r.i't with tho nuiltt-r Irotr :•. v;holIv dirri^rirnt 



;oinl <'l v,o\\'. 

I. 



U is proJ?cr, tl'^'refore, to stntc wl^y n dciaiUMi tre'd- 
ment of a subject, in itscif so ur/in»'i;iri;ij, is iv;r'? under- 
taken. Tilt! pe*^tiicnco of 131^-49, for its o\\\\ s\ko, innst 
ncccssi'.rilv ')•' *:ro/.trd bv tlie orof'-rssion il writer as an item 
in the ''^cneral scries of enidenMCs ; !)ut there are many 
reasons v.liy it has never been dealt v»i*.!i in detail from the 
mere point of view of the hislorian. Yet an adequate 
realisation of its cITects •^: of the first importance for the 
r/r-fu tfm/cd'.^tan^Jin^ of th'* hisiory oi iiv.*.5\\vinO\ Vr^ V\\^^ \:x\.Mt 
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i' INTRODUCTION. 




tldle Ages. yThe '* Black Death " inflicted what can only 
called a wound deep in the social body, and produced 
hing less than a revolution of feeling and practice, 
ecialiy of religious feeling and practice. Unless this is 
Icrstood, from the very circumstances of the case, we 
W ^o astray in our interpretation of the later history of 
gland. In truth, this great pestilence was a turning 
int w the national life. It formed the real close of the 
?.dixval period and the beginning of our Modern ago. it 
oduced a break with the past, and was the dawn of a new 
a. (The sudden sweeping away of the population and the 
nscquent scarcity of labourers, raised, it is well r2COg- 
5cd, new and e.\travaL/int expectations in ti^e minds of 
c lowfr classes ; or, to use a modern expression, -labour 
gan tli^^n to understand its value and assert its power, j 
Bj!t there is anotlitrr and yet more important result of 
^ pestilence whicli, it would seem, is not sufTiciently 
cognistij. To most people, looking back into the past, 
i; history of tlje Cliu»ch during the MithJIc Ages in Eng- 
"id appciirs' one conti?iuous and sta'.ely progress. It is 
!ch nearer to the truth to say that in 135 1 the whole 
clesiastical system was wholly disorganised, or, indeed, 
:>re than half ruined, and that everything had to be built 
► anew. As regards education, the elTect of the catas- 
Dphe on the body of the clergy was prejudicial beyond 
e power of calculation. To secure the roost necessary 
iblic ministrations of the riles of religion lY\e iuo'>\. \w- 
cquau/j'^prcparcil subjects had to be accepted, 3LtiA uv^tv 
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these could be obtained only in insaflicient numbers. The 
immediate effect on the people was a religious paralysis, 
histead of turning men to God the scourge turned them ta 
despair, and this not only in England, but in all parts of —- 
Kurope. Writers of every nation describe the same diis- 
^oluteriess of manners consequent upon the epidem.ic. \^ln 
t'Pie the religious sense and feeling revived, but in many 
' f.cpects \t. took a new tone, and its nianifeslntions ran in ] 
new channels. U the change is to be described in brief, iy^' 
should ray that the religion of Englishmen, as it now maiii-, < 
tested »tseif on the recovery of religion, and as it existed / 
[:om that tiiuo to the Reformation, was cl^aracteriseJ by a! \ 
dcvotiund and more sclf-refiective cast ihan previouslv^ '; 
This is evidenced in particular by the rise of a whole schoof 
ol spiritual writers, the beginnings of wiiich had been 
.ilreadv manifested in the writinrrs of Ilaiiipole, himself a 
victim of the j.»!ague. It was subsecjuent^y developed by 
stK-h writerr* as Walter Hilton and the authors of a mass of 
anonymous tracts, still in manuscript, which, in so far as 
ihey have attracted notice at all, have been commonly set 
down under the general designation of \^\'cHljUc, The 
reason for this misleading classKication is not difficult to 
understand. Finding on the one hand that these 
tracts are pervaded by a deeply religious spirit, and 
en the other being convinced that the religion cf 
those days was little better than a mere formalism, 
the few persons who have hitherto pa\<\ »\.Vct\Uoi\ to 
/ic subject have not hesitated to altribulc l\\cm Vo VW 
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^'religious revivai of the Lollards," and were naturally 
unable to believe them to be inspired by the teaching of 
"a Chrroh shrivelled into a self-seeking secular priest- 
hood."* The reader, who has a practical and personal ex- 
perience of ihe tone, spirit, and teaching of works of 
Catholic piety, will, however, at once recognise that these 
tracts arc pcrlect Catholic in tone, spirit, and doctrine, and 
difTf^r esseritiaily from those of men inspired by the teach- 
ing ot Wycliifc:. 

^^ The new rcligigtus spirit found outward expression In 
the multitude of guilds which sprang into existence at this 
Linir, in tl;c remarkable and almost, as it may seem to 
:>o:iic, t'?;trav;u»ant development of ocrtaiii pious practices, 
in tlio -^ingMlar spread of a more personal devotion to the 
IJ!<•ssi.•<^ S.M ramcnl, fo the Hlcsscd Virj.;in, fo tlie Five 
\V.>::h.l.s, (u 111.! /Foly N'aiiu;. and otlicr sucli man ifcsl aliens 
«1 .1 'it\;ri: u-nder or mo..: fanjili.ir picly^ ICvcn the very 
."Jorni.-Hf.t and cnncluncnt of the churches, ^o distinctive 
of this perioJ, bears witness to the ciiange. At ilie close of 
the fourteenth century and during the course of the fifteenth 
the supply of ornaments, furniture, plate, statues painted 
or in higlily decked "coats," with which the churches were 
literally encumbered as time went on, proved a striking 
^•ontrast to the comparative simplicity which characterised 
former days, as witnessed by a comparison of inventories. 
Moreo. CT, the source of all this wca'.lU and eUboiaxTvoxv \% 
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THE GREAT PES'iiLENCJ^ 



CHAFiZR i. 

TI!K rOMMCNCKMKNT OF THK KPIf^FMlC. 

TWE G^Al'.AT ru:STIL!£NCi:, \v!»i(:h I'irsl readied J-Juropc in 
tp.c aut:i!nn of 13^7, is said to Iku'c originated in the Eai^t 
some three or {o'jr yr*ars previously. So far as actu::! 
hisif:r> Lf'^'i, however, tlie pror;^c^s of ti>e disease can he 
(•a.X'd 'M'ly ^rom tiio ports of the Black Sea and possibly 
ir-.'fr t'..Oi.c of tlie Mediterraiioan, to \v!iiei) lrad:ers idoiic^ 
*Ju. ?m;i'p. roads of eoriTiUMce with. Ayiat'c countries 
!.fO'.:pJu thoTi- merchandise for conveyan».*e k. tlu-r \Vei>lei:! 
v.o?-!d. Reports at Llie time speke of i;'''aL e.M ihqu lkt^^• a.pd / 
•jtlici- ».hjsica! d'sturhances as iiaviiu; lak^n j)la(:o in 'Jift C 
fir !Ca^t, «'mhI these were said to Imvi- het-n aceo'nuanied In 
peculiar conditions. O"* the_at'nosp!jcre, and foliowed hy .1 
!j;reat niortality anion:; ih.-.' tevinie.g pOTp-.il: (ions of hulia j 
.iid Chinn. 1 V)|)e vleinei!! \'[. wa.v inlon^K-d t!*.at the j>',\sti- 
I.Mice ll^on ra^inir at /wi^'nor; h..»»l hiA its oiiidn in tlie Iva^t. 
and that, in the countries included under lluat vac^ue name, 
tlie infection had sprrad so rapiilly, and liad proved to be 
;o dea.dly. that the vicliiMS were caK:ulale<I at tiKM!nornr!ous, 
i!i«l n(> <!\»uf^» rxa^jTe*r;ited lunnb r >"" n<!ar!v four-.-^nd- 
t weiV.y uiiliions. 

A Prague chronicle speaks of the epidemic in the king- 
doms of China, India, and Persia, and the contemporary / 
iiistorian, ^latteo Villani, reports j».s co nvey ance to Europe ) 
l»V Italian traders, wlicrKacnuTd before it fromTfJiTliorts^cm 
///c cpstcrn shv^'cs ot tlie Black Sea. Tlv^ san:\e authority 
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corroborates, by the testimony of one who had been an eyc- 
w?tne*;s in Asia, the reports of certain Genoese merchants 
^as io earthquakes devastating the contineijt and pestilential 
lOgs covering the land. " A venerable friar minor of 
Hore!ire, n«ny a bishop, declared," so says Villani, "that 
h<: was th*.n in that part of t.h« country at the city of 
Lamct h. where by the violence of the shock part of the 
temple of Mahomet was- thrown down."* 

A ijuotalion from Meeker's ** Epidemics of the Middle . 
Aj.;t:s " niil be a sufiicient summary of v.hit was reported oi J/ 
tlic p!ai;uc in eastern countries before its arrival in Europe. 
** Cv'tro \oil daily, when the plague was raging with iis 
^rt lU-^i vit)l«'nce, fron: lo to i5,c)oc:), being as many as, in 
Tii.td'jiM il')iei., great j>lagucs hav(.' <:arri'*d olT during their 
whole «:oiJrse. hi (.'liin:». more than thirteen nnllii>ns arc 
said to have died, and this is in correspondence with the 
«.'f:n'ii!.Iy exa£igfrat«*tl a« '/ounts from the rest of Asia. India 
\*:i-: (hi»o;i::l.\ted. 'I anary, Mcsi>p(>Tc'nnia, Syria. AfiUenia 
At-r-.- e^\i.ied willi i\r.:\d bodies; tiie Kurds lied in v.iin to 
tl'i- iiiuuntains. In (^ar.iinania aiid Oesarr.a none were left 
alive. On tht* rodds, iii the camps, in t!if. canivai\sarHh jn- 
bni led boJ.U'S were alone to be seen. ... In Aleppo 500 
diod daily; 2j,i'»oo people and most of the animals were 
I .»i rii i'. 'c«»t' in (jaza within six weeks, '.'yprus loi.t almost 
;i!I is inr.i'Mlap^s ; and r^hip^^ v.'it^ir.ul crews w<*re often seen 
JM »!..• Mt dilt rrantan, a^ altiTAanls in ih ? Noil!: S' ii, 
driving .joout and spreading the plagi;e wherever I'ncy wef.t 
iJhore."t 

Th ere can be little doubt tliat the mM^inn wa:^ fir.st 
Spread by nieansol th ereat trade rout (r-^) cnTieTasr — TTie 
Jihe.^^f tUUITiieixe of European countries with India, China, 
and Asiatic countries generally are first deiinit<:ly deseiibed 
in 1321 by Marino Sanudo, a Venetian, in a work addressed 
to Pope John XXI., not thirty years before the outbreak of 
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tltc pcFtilencc/-'' His obicri was Jo imiicrjto the c'iiKiculliei? 
and dangers which then beset tht: tr<'t'.ic of the inorc^intil*^ 
worlri with the East. In so doini- ?••.: vuiinfed out thai the 

Tm :ind trufii this gri-at dtT])6t oi 'i^iicntal in'.jchandise all 
{\\c caravan routes led; but, at the t'mc' whi.ii Sanudo 

.\ role, tlic inciixsij.H)_oLi>;.u:bariiL I -h^r'i ^-'il^o J.!l::!iti:ai. Aisla 
hrjd rendered trade ah^nii thrsc rr»:;ds <:/J2iI-->-2-vi-.iiliSale. 

Cil'- J-^*-^ ^- - "1 ^^ li'-^^^t^-* ^'^^ i-' P^i i- J il I ■ I. i^ ^•ii • ^d _ay A bAL.a nt Ij or as 
.the cliiel Ijnes ot.xoraiviin.icaiion. /T?^ ran honi J'agJad 
ovi.r '.lie rdains of Me?c>r>otaniici and Svr\i U* l,\':ia,t where 
{!tf ^;oc•ds were purchased by ttie Italian meichant.^. This, ^ 
il e best known route, wvs the shortest by \vhich the pro- | 
<\i\c>.' ot r^hina and India could be conveyed t'.^ Mv.* EuropeM.n 
:»:nrkef:. ; !)u{ injjje fourtccntli cnuury if was Ir^e jnosl 
p»'ri!nus. ri t ir ^^/ > tij /r out e tii>o sla^te^l iron.. Iki'^iUid. ;.nd 
liavin'f followed the i Ii.'ris to i»s sonrct.s in Arivej.i;;., passed 
«»:. eiilu'r to Trcbizond aed other porl^ of the Black ^iea, t»r 
t tkii.i: tJie road fron: l.he Ca^jjian, upm tin other ^ide oi du" 
( :4'-.'c tir.es. passed to tlte Genoese ar.fl othv*r floaiishlng 
ItalJH ti srlt lcnicnts in ilu' f Jinic^. 

.\nTiirci\onte was, howcviM, a(*<y)-d.irjr to Sanuuo, the 
i)\'j:'X n^ea in !)is e.ay becaus;"i the least da;^j.;e!oas. l)\ ii 
Jn pred'ice uf eastern londs wr*; b!»:>':f^ht to Alexandria, 
'., hc.-cj, r^rtcr ^.avi^:•^ been iieaviiy inX'-.z by ii;e Suilan, it 
w:*-. { IT. :^ sported to liuTr-pe. Mercriaedist* ccn^.ii.'g to Italy 
••.id oL^ii^r r,,.i(.!iri».-- !>v this r^^iel* from \v.(^:r was. .'•ccTdiiijr 
»o t)ic same :ii:tl>orit>', sh*:,:)ed I rum tvv.) uo'is of the 
p'.idn.sula. whici: he» calls Mai ai>ar1 and Canbeth.S Thence 
u wc.y conxeyed to ports in the P»Tsiiin GnlT to the river 
'i'"'^j;ri5. or to Aden. -M the entra'ice o»* tiic Red Sea. hVoin 
iliis last pi;i(\t a jc»e.rn.y of niru «l.')s across Mu* d.esert 



"^ Maritius Sn^.utus, Lihfr $i\iiijnim fUc^inm .nrJi super TiTi\s S%:n:tiS 
rcxhl'Cintumi it C'jiivnt'tiwe, in Borijj.irs, Gc-s/j Dei fn Fivnw^, v'»!. ii. 
i ') \^r n;.»st 'iiinirrn iMtt o: «\sM)tk. 'P'irl.«'%*. 
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he caravans to a city called Chus* on tlie Nile, 
ays more of river carriage, however, v.'as required 
e produce of the Eastern marts reached Cairo, or 

as? it was called by ioedi;eval writeis. From Cairo 
»nvcyed to Alexandria by cana». 
w^Te the three chief routes by \vh*ch conimunica- 

een Asirttic connliies and Europe was kepi, up, and 
ets ot the Western world supplied wilh the .-pices^ 
id i-ilks of thtr East. Ylt is more rluii [w obaM e that 
. pes*:l'*r«re was ronv*-yed to Europi! by the tradinif 

roiiJ!)^ from the East by a!i these roads and by 
lilar :ints of commerce, j In the country along one 
trade routes, by which «*aravans jv<'uhcil the 
:>orts f-^tabli^hcd on the Crimea, it is ceilaiTi 
r f> j^u" w.is ra^ini; wilh '^rv^^^.t virui«'»K:e in 
. yt .ir »»efor«.r its appearance in !Curoj»r. Men ovr 

{'[*■' •\^n'^si,a notary of Piacen/.j, and an eye-wilne: s 
.-t*.L \» u I h r p a k o f . t h ti pla j ; i i c- i n - -l I p | u i r- 1 1 aly , 1 1 a :> cl < - - 
he \*.;^' ill which th«* infection w;is "unvcN'iHl in tlic 

Ir.i-IfT. fr.ini f\\{Ui,r .i (jonotx' st.iUenu:!it in ll?c 

j'iii.- ari.(»nn*. >\ill he -oi'ikI mi th'- icxt t'iri[4«r: 

rr ii I^ only neccs::aiv t(i renoit '.^ hat he L?.'tlh*!r( d 

f..uvi\ors about ihc outbreak of the ;ii:»ixue amonc*^ 
ar ifibts dud its appearance at Cijifa.:*: 



•i.ic Kr.s r.i.»»> JvcM.«i. iti Upper Kt^yiii, not f.^r fi<.:n llicli.*;. 
w.iCS known n< S. Frcd'i.sia. T iii:; pe^rl y>\"< \.y ihc ht'ju\v,'\x',i>; «»{ 
-n'ury a iiiO>! intiniiAiit iratiiir.j scllK.nu'iit c f" (»rno;'5;c ni'jrcli;'.rjls. 
[^z Johi; XXII if.fUfU a UuH in-!kiri.j it tl^t- c:itht('M! cityof .'•!i '^xt'u- 
\ By liic tin:c of r^c i»ut*Mtak of t^.c (;r-.«t I»laj5ue it h.i.l l)ccv.'.»c 
* a!nkO:il all commtrcr Uctwrcn Asia anJ Kuropt xC/. M. G. C.iJUili*, 
.•'.r, i!(l i.v.' coi.'tut'tiio tt Jci ^m-i iLminaU'Ti, i, ji. 2c8 cl scq, 
iccouMi uf Gabri'.le tic' Mu'>si, called /</•.?*'? tit; hu/ibo wu viottitli- 
tt a. loJS, wr.a fifbl prinUvl by Hcn««:hc:, in F^acsoi*s Anluv j'ur 
^UdUm (Jeiia) ii, 26-5<;. The alitor ciainis that Dc* Mu-si 
ly present at Caffa during the Tartar sic;;c, uml came to liuiopc in 
•stricken ihipf which conveyed the infection to ka!y. Sij^norTonoui, 
S4 ;rpiimc«i tic \>\o^U ill '.he Gtonu'c /.;j.f5.'/ff yGcnoA^ \*vA. "S. 
« .10 -*// r '' ^* /roxcf !/ f 'if r -h: ..[ ■ l.r r..;tarics *-[ P\accii2;\ iXvav Uc 
'V/r^/r/;f..r..;3//r./ /.:i.c-. :i:..« /.^s r^a!i..ic nar-mv^ n,.,<, \x.., 
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*'ln the year 1346/' he writes, "in t astern parts an 
immeutJC! nr.nibcr of Tartars and Saracens lel! viitims to a 
rov^terious and sudden di^ath. In llieso ntciiolu; vas*: di^- 
trJcls, nuincrous orovinces, maj^'iiinccpl kinp'doK^s, cirit'S; 
(Msti^'s, and viliajj:(.'s, ncui'l^^d hv a •^rr?X JMuitiiudv*. wert: 
s^iiddcnly iitra<jkcd by the mortality, an<l in a hrict spice 
\\'\-\:t drpupu':»ted. A :)lacc in (lie l\v>: called Tana> 
i.iteal^.'d \n a nortlieriy direclion trom Constantinople :ijkI 
. •.'.'•r iUc lule ot ilie Tartars, to wliich Italian merchants 
iiVTli r'..>;o»*ti:d, Whs besiesrcd bv* a vast horde of Tartr^rs 
.I'ui was in a sliort time taken/"^' Tlie Chri^lia?^ n^erjli.mts 
vi«>^*nlly expelled from the city ^^tMe :ben rcci ivv«a for c!i(! 
pvoleciioii oi their persons and ;)ri>perty v/iiliin -hj waMs 
^>i CpJ^a. wliich tlie Genoci-t* '\ad buill in iliot '.country. 

*■ Tht* Tanars followed liiest: lui'itlvj .'laliau nieichaiits, 
:•'!(! -tiiro'THlip" t:><i citv of Carfii. !>rsiejx^*d it lik(nviie i 

V i.:np!''l"i>- cjiciieleci by tl^is va^i ariViy ot « 'irniies, tSe 
•T'.''.a);i'.ai.ls were hanilv abi<* (o obti'n 1!k: '.lecosb^.rij'*^ cf 
I He, a:\.\ lUS.v o]\\y Ivvje l'".y in \\v\ flee*; vhi-.h brou^Ii'c 
I'.r-e- o;-ij*'is'i':^^ ^^tiddeiilv 'the de:'t^,' as it w:>s c iK'-d, 
Ito!^-; c):'i "w .:.» ];eJ.ar host, and t;)Miw;ind> .v-j-rr- da:-v 
r irriuvi oTl by llie di-;''::.se, a:? if ''a:-''o\vs f'ein '«eaven were 
.sir.'kir. r ,:L ti'iM'.) a:r! iK'-^it-nLi dtr.vn llieir L'ri:i': '* 

• :\{ lir^:!. vite Tar'ars were p.-.r^iysed with iMr at the 
fwii^i:^ oi «.!i.j d<.-:ea''^e, ajwl at t'ne prompt ct t';r«. sooner nr 
I.'ler aii nieii l.'iil virti.'es lo :'. Ti-eJi lliey ti-.rned their 

V i-iig •.»,>,•{' on tlv besieii^eJ :'.n<' in •.•u* ii<.p'- «/ ronin^m)!- 
alJiiL*" llie infcc«Jon to tl'eir C-':risl':in enemies, !)V liu* aid 

the en'dres of war. t^ev i.Toiec- t.t^i ilu- bodies of the 






'^f-.i c'T5sti;'jo:i'y fltrivcl hom tlit: .Mccoui'ej wf <;*'iurs. Fioni iho same £outx 
r« uuiii :» IS jIsoA*' th.e I3c' Mussi .u*'c I as v.<?;:i»' IvtvNiin a.d. i.^oo nndt 
I *■/', .I'll was *.«jii>c.iucnilv b:»rn i»ro:«aL»'.v s .^nKvvl'c..- nl>(HJt t?Sc. He cJ»»*«! in 
t.c llrl I'.alf nf the war 135O. 

* Titri.i WIS the port t)ii tiic ncith-wotcni sh(Te of the sra of Aiior, which 
n-.is fhfn kpown as the jwpa of rat.a. The |»ort \s i.ow Azoi. 

t Dc' Muftsi snys il'c Mcgc !.i.vcd ** three yvars." Tnin.ni shows that this is 
iltirl) :\ mistake, aii«l aj!«luccs ii as ai\ Utiona* evidence that the author wa; not 
h/itjsct'f ni Ci'JIu, 
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id over the walls into the city. The Christian defenders. 

ever, held tlieir ground, and corumitied as many of 

ie plague-infected bodies as possible to the waters of 

sea. 

"Soon, as might be supposed, the air became tainted 

id the wells of water poisoned, and in this way the 

isease spread so rapidly in the city that few of tin* 

habitants had strength sufiicient to (ly from it."* 

Tlie further account of Gabrielc de' Mussi describing 

how a ship irom Caffa conveyed thi* inft^ction to 

Genoa, from which it spread to other districts and cities 

S= of Italy, must be deferred to the next chapter. Here 

^ a short space may be usefully devoted to a considera- 

* tion of the disease itself, which proved so destructive to 

f human life in every European country in the years 134^^- 

^ 1350. And, in the first place, it may he well to stale that 

the name Black Death, by which the great pestilence is 

now i^encra'Iy known, not only in England, but elsewhere, 

is of comparatively modern origin. t In no contemporary 

account of the enidemic is it called bv that ominous title ; 

at the time people spoke of it as ^the^ )estilt;nc(/' " tlic 

great mortality/' '* the death," ••lh( plagiKToTl'lorence/' 

etc., and. apparently, not until some centuries later was 't 

given the name of ** the Black Death.'' This it seerns to 

have first received in Denmark or Sweden, although it 

is doubtful whether the aira mors of Pontanus is 

equivalent to the English Biack Death,% It is hard to 

resist the impression that in England, at least, it was used 

as the recognised name for the epidemic of 13.19 only after 

the pc.*>tilenre of the 17th century had assun;ed fo itself 

the title of the Great Plague, Whether the name Black 

Death was first adopted to express the universal state of 

mourning to whi<:h^ the disease reducrd the i)eople of all 

• Gabiiele dc' Mussi, W^iOrUi Jc Mot ho, in Maesfr, ttt sttpni, 

f..S. " ' 

* j. J. K.:.taim<, /'fetuu: l>.i>tu%ni*hf Jf.ii.jii.i (16;,). |.. ^yf. 
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co.mlric's, or to mark tlv.* special charact<:rlst:ic jypiptoiiis 
of tills f:pi(lerni<\ Ik, uiuler the circainslanccs of its iatc 
origin, unii^.iporlanl to (icicrmi?io. 

The. rj)? IiMiiic would apooar to have hcen ^IOln(' forrn oi ' 
xrj: onil'KTv !vi stern jr>r^hv,LvjrLia-[iiu^.ii:\ Toicclhcr, how- 
TVTTr. .viii- t!u» usual chira':tcrist ic laarixs of ;!ie ccnitv.on 

# 

pl:\r^uc, ll^crc* \V'.*rc ccr'ipin pt:i*i!!I;L- aiul very niiirkccl ^-c.-vu- 
symptoms, whirii. aith(.n:<jji^ not: uni'v-rsa!, arc rccord-.-d /» coy'*-'*^* 
very g'.i»icr:illy ip Kuropraa countri'js. / 

In it.> commoM iorm thf* discaj^e' s!iO\vcd ilsolf in .s\velilnfc»s / / 
ard carSup.clos under the ariu and in tlv^ iin^In, Tliesi' '. * 
were either f(nv and larire — bcini^ at tinifs as iar^e as a 
hen's egi^ — or smaller and distributed over the body of the 
sufferer. In this the disease does not ;ipj)ear to have been 
chfferent from the ord.inary bubonic pla«;^u(.*, wliich ravaged 
turcipe during innny centuries, and which is perhaps best 
known in ICnii'latid as so nesti*Uv:Mve to huniati life in the 
great plague of London in ie'05. In this ordinary lorin it 
si ill exists in Eastern countri<*s, and its origin is eommonlv ! 
traced to the method of burvinij the dead in vouue there. \ 

Tlie .special >ymptoms chararterislie of the plague of / 
ij.to-Q Nveie four in number: — 

(1) uangrenous inflariimation of the tliroat ami lungs; r 

(3) v'ioir::t pains iU the region o^"* tlie ciiest ; 
■.3) T ^^" vomiting and spitting of blood ; and 

(4) The p^^nileuiial odour coming from rbe bodies and 
breath ^f tiie sick. 

In almost rv^-ry detailed account by contemporary 
wrI^ers these cliaracteiisiics are noted. And, althongh 
nu.1 ;fll wh'.i were stricken with tlie disease manifested it in 
tills special form, it is clear that, not crdy were many. .-^r,d 
Uideed vast numbt;rr,, carried oil bv raj)id corruotion of the 
lungs and bloud-spitt'Pg, withjut any signs of spellings or 
carbuncles, but aU> that the disea'<e was ai the time 
rcgarderi as most deadly and fatal in tin's special form. 
"From ilie carbuncles ond ghaidular swelling.s'' says a 
c o'li unpo-ary vriU-r, '* iiKtv.y recovereil; (rem \.h^ blood- 
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lone."* Matteo V^illani. one of the most exact 
bout this plaj^iic at Florence, says that the sick 
gan to vomit blood quickly dicd:*'t n'hiist Gui 
iac, the Pope's physician at Avignon, who watched 
c of the disctase there and left the most valuable 
iccount of his obM*rvations, says that the epidemic 
two kinds. The first was marked by *^ constant 
1 blood-spitting, and from this the pnliont died in 
,vs : " the second was the well-known and less 
onic plague. 

saiailcristic symptoms of this epidemic, noted in 
s contemporary accounts, appear to be identical 
se of the disease known as malicjnant j^iistule of 
; Pod it would appear probable that this outbreak 
!aj;ue must be distinguished from every other of 
jre is ;iny record. ** I express my profound con- 
writes an rminent French physician, " that the j 

'ath stands aprirt from all those which preceded or [ 

il. It ought to be classed among the great and j 

liar maladies." J \ 

I as it may. the disease, as will be stibsequently [ 

•e accounts of those who lived at the time, bhowed ! 

• 

various ways. Some were struck suddenly, and 
iin a few hours; others fell into a deep sleep, from 



I 



liiirr, lijs gn-^.e SiirUn, p. 15. IV Muss? ^i\cs the sanu* account ! 

comincmvano a .s(>u';iic sanguc, morivano chi <!t suiiio." 'V\v: 
y cl.ronicic of I'utma by the Dominic.iii Julsu dc Ctrrna/.iiio uis*' 
mr : '* Kt f»ut t.iiis qutul <>!u)ui &:ini, si spneSant saii^uiiuni, suhiU' 
iur. nee erat ulluiii rciiicriium " (Monununtti historica ad f^uiinUis 
t PLuentitiaj! f.it'ncntiu, vol. v, p. .^Sfi). 

a, j'jtiJc sur Us MaUdtn 'Itcintcs (I'ari'i, iSfuj), p. 416. The '\i\c:\ 
culiar nial^iffy was ahojjriiicr ncvtl in ch.»r.rcttr is cuiifirruc'l by 
malij^tiant nature. According to a v/cU-rai'j'pizec* law new rpi- 
always must \iolcnt and fatri). 'Hie dqupnlHtion i<f tin. Fiji 
be mrasks is an instance ot ihe way in which a ct)mpaiativcly 
may in it<» first ;it*a''k up«iii a people prove terribly dc:,iriiciive. U 
y III -ujihl that i: ha*' ircn ihc act fti of <(ir,ic iicv; I'.iservsc wl\c\cV»^ 
i\:\, In'ht r/f- I'iK.'ti j*r^i,i!,t":h vuk^ oi \'.ncx and ^^;vn^■\ \v.\\c 
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which they could not be roused : whilst others, ajjain. w»tre 
rjcked Willi a .sle'.-p'csb lever, and toriner.ted \v**lh a burn- 
i.'.o tii'TSi. I he v.3\v\\ course or l!;c: sii.kriess, wh^^n it Hrst 
in.i.Ie ir.s appearance, was frojn t!\ree tc live days; but 
I'.nvards the ciuse of the epideniir Ih.e rrcovTy of those 
sijffcrin r (rom Ihe carbuncular swcl!in:][s was exiended, as 
In tlio cas'j of ordinary Eastern i^iac^dL-, over many months.*^'' 
Such is a brief account of the d!jeas<: wliicii deviistatfo 
{\\c. wnrld in the middle of the fourieenlli oenliT/. Lleforc 
l(>llowi!:<' tl:e course of the eoiuemic ifi Italv, to which it 
v«as cuiiveyird, a«^ l)c Mussi relates, from the Crhncn, some 
; <A:uunL ol its r«?vages in Constai-Linople and in Sicily nuiy 
he i^iven. From the Crimea Coi^slaiJlinopK^ lay upon the 
';ii;h\\ay to the west. lt.i!ian ships crussin;^ th(i l>lack Sea 

*• Tlic fo'iLj'.vin.;^ nco'^unt of an outbreak of ciis-a-'^* M)int.vvi:.it s'.fu'lr.r ♦.'.» the 
*' ?ii:ick JJv-'lh *' aj»f)cMU'd in llu* iJrit.sh ^i^Jiiat J*i'ni il <.l -. ;^'ovcnil»cr, 
1 '1)2 : — 'An ••ifici;»I ii{;ort of i5ic CJ()vtnn»r.Grncr.Tl :»f TurkesMn, whicli !ias 
ji ,tii«lv :»wt.n i-nMishtil in S». PctcrsWurr, i-t.'Ujs il.:*« tliit province has bren 
^- v.i\i\ visile! oy.iii t| Idcmic (•* * iJUck D'-.'lu.' w'lu'l: f-llowcd upi*n th.r f«.»iu- 
.Ci'j i)f ciu;i.":'.. Cm Scp-cju'^cr JO (2;) i* ;ijit '»t..i •'••.•'dcMiK' n*- ^^sk:i•l.l'1, -aVlu 
'M >»x «;;«\s it Kil'cil :..?c/, | itsops iii a pni.'-l-.ii'/ii of ,'.g,coo. ' HUc-. Dfill: ' 
0:1:'. loir' I'von ki.'i'.vf^ ir Wf.st'.-tn Asi.i as -i :;::<")uri,»'- nvuc. s arllv 1!ia»i tht 
<;u!:r;i i.r tljc plague. ]." CMincs suditnly, sv»';c;-5»' .f '.)vcr c wh^'ic ilis^rict iilc- 
.« jic'Sfi'ctiiial f.'nv.iKin. strikiiii^ »'.{)\"n mi'mi;^'- .'.h wcil .= s men, .ind \ani>(H'.i as 
•li.ld.'nl) as it rain:*, !;> lotr these is time : ) n •t.crt.'.ijj i'.N r.-iiutc or iti iM'.hIc •>.*" 
'iifh-.-ioi!. 'M'lC vi-.ir here refcrre-.l t(> was no c\:"'.M)li./?. tf? M'is lulc. A.'ltr i.ijini' 
iit A.«»=^'a' .".'I fiT six '.!a\> tiic epi'Iiinic coab/*!, i'.*.'i\i«'^^ ;m> iracc '>f i'! p'cscrc** 
".>:i*. {!•: Mni^-^f'i of US tir'.Iai;. riu.e puif.fni o iMpi/.ly ihai no ;»in,)er p^i^•^- 
n.or'cin r(ni<l he r.i! '.c. '1 lie C*o\«Tn'.»r.(.iLHc«".!'. j:i\is ^onv: dv-lails lis to the 
'.ynij t(»M»:: ' !i<l course of th-r viis.-ait, whicii, ili.. :j.;:i nitciLsin'v^ as far as they 
}..', <h» not. thrr\. niLoh lipjiit u\\ it-; patli' '..jv'}'. i }•.. a?iack htv^in . wi'li ri^ois 
c ii'.eu'ic ^'vtiiiy, the j) ilicnt slivriuif lil .Tally from hcii! to loot ; the rij^ors 
')«•«.«- cviiy fve r:ii!iuLt> [o'.- ;ihout an '.i.'u.. N\rr an unentii'rahio fe'-liij; of 
1 •-.it :-• '."'ivp';'!:! \! 0} ; I'v a'.lf'vS l>vc 'Hh: Im .^e, :v»I l^^e ;nilsc- r;ore and more 
:■ •}■■', \\\i\\c 'hi- t- niprratin;: .-'.ca'tiiy ii-vs. Unuv tui.ateiy ia» r^.^n»o^^el^c 
ic.i !.>>;> v»' e'nii I riic^so ilat 1 are -.jiven. Neith'.i diiri'.-.ea r-.T voinitin'.f has 
hc! .1 irl»vt vcJ. Ciinvalsirv'.< altcrn ite with sy.-.Mjal 4liack>, a;ul tlie paiitnts 
>njjti intcn-o p on. Su'-lertly thw cxnenntus het jnic stilT a!:-! ooh!, and ii: 
Iron* 10 I't 20 minutes th»! pa'.iet>» wnks into ;i comatose conditinn^ which 
♦•petrj'ily '.mv.!» in iie.ith. Inimcdia'cly a^fcr he li;*«< c.ascl li» hrcathc hrjjir black 
!»:V:i' r«.'in» < t j thu* b* ^'.v, and mi<"klv sprrad over its saif.-'Je. lM.MnDu<Ution 
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would naturally touch at this city, then the great centre of 
coininunication between the Eastern and Western Worlds. 
From llio ri-lation of De' Mussl it appears that Caila, the 
plagii«:-r:trickt:n Gcnorjse city In the Crimea, besicji^ed by 
tl;*.! Ta^ta^^, was in comntunication by ship with countries 
from whi'-ii it receiv^rd sujipUjb. To Constantinople, there- 
fore, it srtins not unlikely that the dreaded disease was 
cc»iv«*ycd by ;i. ship cominij from this plague centre in the 
Criiiica. An account of the pestilence at the imperial cily 
has come from the pen of the Kmperor John Cantacuzcne, 
who was an eye-witness of what he reports. And although 
he ad'jjv. -I the langu<'»<>e of Thucydides, about the plague 
of AiiiMii^, to describe his own experiences at Constanti- 
nof/Ie. he could hardlv have done so had the descriotion 
iiol been fairly faithful to th-: realitv. *• Thv; epidemic wliich 
then «!^^47) raged in :iorthern Scythia," ^n: writes, "tra- 
verr^cd almost the entire sca-co^ists, whenre it was carried 
ov« r !!•..• world. Vov it invaded not only Pontus, Thrace, 
a!:d M.^n ilciiia, but Gn.'cce, Itnly, {\u. Isla!id.^, I-.gyj.»t, 
L\:j!:-. Jm'c.i. .S\ria. and aiir.oi^i tlic LMitire univi^rsc/' 

' 1 li'.L^^LL iLn^e ac «'^^''''*y^'^ <<"> ^^j^^ -^^ (;^«r .t y {\\ ^ li>«, iir.'^) ^>(j^ 
Nl:.:U:' rrguianty ol life nor bodily sin-nglh wr»s anv 
preservation against it.^I^tr siPCHTif Mi'ld tJ^rf—rrmlv \v« r^*" 
eir.uiijvstrurk down : and death s[>r^red !>ot th'-»se of whom 
ci*r*. WKs t'ik.:;i. a.iv more tluin the jioor, d;;s'.itnl(; 
Ol all h<!:). No other i»InebS ol anv sort show^'d ^3 
itbclt in this year; all sickness took tht» form of the > 5| 
prevalent disear.e. Medical science recognised tliat it 
was powerless before the foe. The course (»f the 
malady was not in all cases the same. Some people died 
suddenly, others during the course of a day, and some after 
but an hour's suffering. In the case of those who lingered 
for two or three davs the attack commenced with a violent 
fever. Soon the poison mounted to the brain, and the 
sufferer lost the use of speech, became insensible: to what 
was taking place about him, and appeared sv\v\\; '\w ^ii^ivi\> 
5/ee/>. // by rhnncc he caiiie to himse\i ii\>vi ^T'uM^ Vo sv^'A^.^ 
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his tongurt refused tu move, and only a few inarticulate 
sounds could be uttered, as the nerves had b-^^en paralysed r 
then he died suddenly. 

Olhers who fell fick under the disease were attacked 
first, not in the head, but in the luncjs. The organs of 
respiration became quickly inflamed, sharp pains were ex- 
perienced in the chest, blood was vomited, and th*; bieath 
became fetid. The throat anc! tongue, burnt up by the 
excessive fever, became black and coni>estcd with blood. 
*' Tliose who drank copiously cxpcrieiued no more relief 
than those who drank but little." 

Then, after descri])ing tlie terrible sieeple.>snei:s and lest- 
lesj.ness of some sufferers, and the piaj^uc spots wliich broke 
out over ti\o ixdy 'n mo^t cai-.c-i, the Kmperor p,roce%x1s : — 
" The lew who rcc(»vered lii'.d no ^cct^nd attack, or al !eai*t 
not of a serious nature." hiven some ol thosewho niani- 
tested all the symptoms rec(iVt.*rv:d >!<?,;iin.st every expecta- 
tion, it IS certain that no eflicacious rtintdv h '.s Vkmmi dis- 
cover<'d. \Vh;it had been tiselul tu vMi:» app'.ired a real 
•»joi:-:on io another, l^eoph* \vho ni:r<c(I t Ij*^ ;.*..4 look their 
niaiady, and on this account th.c derilhs n)urjpiii<l l«.> svih 
an extent that nianv houses re»n;vined des'^'-te.l. after ail 
who had lived iii iheni — »v«'n ihe (iomestic an'mals — had 
))een cp.rricd off by the plaiMie. 

"' i ye j ) r o 1 1 'U tk- d i s Cv ^ ! . r; j!^ in e t ! t c* th«: sick \vass]2,ei;ia!Iy 
/ sad U> !iejji>id. On i!ir^'LiL.-i-*JJ.--WjL?\'' <••' ti'-j .itffick n^.en ' 

I Tl'4^^iKM:tl p r O'^t r a tK>n ...jgu^'ji:.'' [\ . . . \u:u I o Jjiiinj . jy o r f^y^ rind 

\ acccleriteTl'ihT' fic>ur of u ( i: tlr'.'i!j. 
\ 



.— '--^ 



\ it !> iihlJ^i^-^ibl* ill Vxinr^^rrr^ivc an id en of ilns mahidy. 
AM |li-'it r,«t^ ]v- jj.ij.l isj'vjJl-hiHjjiotimu* in cor.imo;. with 
tne ills to which man is nalnrr-'H' sul)ietJ^jjij^i.^I*<*(,4^'irS2iV. 
ch a s 1 1 se n u ' n I s* m 1 1 ( > vZj jJiL J^ ' JJi'J ^' ^ ^ ^' .1 'u ^- . beJiel n i an \;_ , 
tuin»jd.to-bettcr ihintjjs and :ev(»b-Ld to cha?^*;[c. ibeii livt-s. , 
^^ 1 do not speak only of tho-s*. who wcr.; .swept away hy the ; 
epidemic, but of those also v»'ho recovi-red and cndeavouie<! 
lo correct i'iu-iv vicious l«..n<l:*nc!es and devotv ihcipseivcs 
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to the practice of virtue. A large number, too, before 
Eey were attacked distributed their goods to the poor, and 
there were none so insensible or hard-hearted when attacked 
^ not to show a profound sorrow for their faults so as to 
appear b^^forc- the judgment seat of God with the best 
chances of salvation. 

" Amonj^st the innumerable victims of the epidemic in 
Constantiiiople must be reckoned Aridronicus, the Emperor's 
son. \v!iO died the third day. This young man was not 
only remarkable for his personal appearance, but was 
endowed in ilic highest degree with those qualities which 
forni ih*r chiA adornment of youth; and everything about 
him test i lit d that he would have followed nobly in the foot- 
st'jps ol his ancestors." 

From (-\)nstantinople the Kalian trading shioh pa.-sed on 
tov.a»'ds ihdr own country, every when: .spreading the 
terrd^ie contagion. I heir des'IuaMons wore G^moa and 
Venice, as Dv:' Mussi relates; hui as the- same authority 
says : ^' The sailors, as if accon>j)anicd by evi^ spirits, as 
soon a'^ they appro.iched the l.\nd, w< re death to those with 
wiioni '. iiey rnini^lttd." Thus tlv: iitJvrnt of the plrrgui^ can be 
tr.it-ccj in the ports of the Adriatic i iLJh e aut»im n_Qf_j_X47^ 
and thtTo can he little doubt that it was d'le to the arrival 
of ships hound from the Kast to Venice. < )t the islands ol 
the ocean, and particularly of >»i :ily, Dv' M'j>si speaks as 
havinc^ i.)een affv^ctcd by the t-hips tr.at were bound fi<^ni 
tb.e CJrimea to Genoa. Ol tiio plague in Sicily there exists 
a particular account by one who must have been a 
contemporary of the events he describes.* " A most 
deadly pe.-.ti!ence," he says, "sprang up over the entire 
ih:rul. It happened that in the month of Oelol>er, in 
tlie year of our Lord, 1347, 'ibout the beginning of 
t!ie month, twelve Genoese ships, fiying from the 
divine vengeance which our Lord (or their sins had sent 
upon them, put into the port of Messina, bringing 
with them such a ^i.:kness dinging to their very \jO\\e.s 

^>J J^tuncisciin tnar, MLli:xul /'ialic;i>i>, (of i»iiiZia). 
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that, did anyone speak totI»cm, he was directly struck with 
a mortal sickness from which there was no escape." After 
detailinij the terrible symptoms and describing the rapid 
spread of the infection, how the mere breath of the strangers 
poisoned those who conversed with them, how to touch or 
meddle with anything that belonged totliem was lo contract 
tlie fatal ma.lady, he .continues: "Seeing what a calamity 
oi sudden death had come lo them by the arrival of the 
Genoese, the people of Mesi^ina drove them in all haste 
rnjn their city and port. But the siekriej^s remained and a 
t.(:?rible mortality ensued.'^ The one th'jught in the mind of 
:•!! wa:> how to avoid the infection. The father abandonc;d 
':.r sick sc»n : ninoistrates and notaries refused to come and 
ii)ak(* t!i'.; wills of the dvini; : even tiie priests to hear their 
coiMcssio:is. The cate of thos«- stricken fell to ih.e Friais 
Alir- r, the nominieans and men)bers of other ordop;, 
w^.Gs^' cefiveiits were in conset|iien(vt sooir emptied ot tlu ir 
iniiabil3i:ts. C'orp^ses were abr'ntion;'d in enrpty houses, 
:.nd tlu:re Wcis noiic to "ive thenj Cliristirni b':riai. The 
Jioust^s of thiC dead were left open ar.d ui^.gUrip^ed with 
tlieir jesvels, nuMuy, and \;i!nab!es; if a!iy('iie wished to 
e:!ler, fher? was no one to prevcml \v\\\, ^^^^: .'^rev'it oe>t.i- 
'eiice c.uiie so ^utidcnly ih'aflliere tis no-titmr :rroT<:J.".n"Ts"(*' 
-xui-u-mv ;v'Uir< .- of protection ; fi\.'in the verv ber^lnnin:; the 
ollicirili^ Here too few, .md so-jn llvre w-re wowr. llie 
j.ioj,»uiai :o;i i!i!serleil the city incrowcN; fearin;.'; wei". to stay 
'ri I'n*^ i-nv irons, Jiiey ^.amped oiii. in ili" open air m the 
vineyards, whilst some manat/ed to put \\\> at lea^t a 
TtMnoorarv shelter for tlieo' famiiie.-. (.)• hers, airain, trust- 
ing In tlu* j^rotcelion c»f the virgin. ).>!essc d AL;atha, sought 
refuge in Catania, whitlier t!u' Queen ol Sicily hail gone, 
and wliere slu! diiected lu-r son. Don rrederiel:, lo join her. 
TI:e Messinese, in the month of Xo\ ember, pi;rsuaded the 
Patriarch^ Archbishop of Catania to aliow the relies of the 
Saint to be taken to their city, hut the people refused lo 

* 'llic Arcbbishop was r\ xiumbcr of the Oidtr of ?t. Fnnci.., and h.T-t Ltxn 
If Gilt:;! J'Hfifarch «>/ AutHKh. 
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\ierni\i then: lo Irave iheir ancient resting place. Proccs- 
j^ior.^ nnrj I'lIgrMunges were orji;:inise(l to be^ GocVs favour. 
Stir, tl : ;)e:-»tilcT;ci raged and with ^n^aU^r fury. Everyone 
was in too ^reat a terror to nid his neighbour. Flight 
prof'tfd nothing, for the sicknfrss, already contracted and 
r!in:^in;( to the fugitives, was only carried wherever they 
NO :i(l:i refuge. V\ those who fled some fell on the roads 
«jnd ur^'Jy^^:i\ themselves to die in the fields, the woods, or 
ih" v;ii*fcvs. Thos*- who reached Catanic. breathed their 
last ill the hos|>itals. At the demand of the terrified 
f;o;iL:!ace the Patriarch forbade, under pain of exconi- 
n:unication, the burial of any of these Messina refugees 
\vi»!iin the rity, and their bodies were all thrown into deep 
pits outside the wrdls. 

'What shall I say morf.?*' adds the historian. *' So wicked 
.'!:id limid were the Catanians that they refused even to 
s.peak to any from Messina, or to have anything to do with 
tliem Init quickly Hcd at their approac ;h. Had it not been 
for scrret shelter afforded by some of their fellow citizl'*n^, 
trsicieni in the tov»'n, tlie unfortu.'iiite refugees would have 
hc'-n left destitute of all humjn ai<i.'* The contagion, how- 
ever, wob already spread, and iho pU'igue socm became rife. 
'1 he same scenes were enacted iit Catnnia as befoie in 
Messina. The PaLriarch der ^ring to provide for the souls 
of the peoj.»le, gave to the priests, «!V*:n the youngebi, .'^.H t^.e 
ia( ulties he himself possessed, l)oth episcopal andpatii- 
archal, (or absolvirg sini>. " Hie pestilence r;.<^eil in the 
<?ty from October, 1347, to April, 1348, and the Patriarch 
hiinsf'if, (}eraid Otho, of the Order of St. Francis, fell a 
victim to his duty, and was one of the last to be 
carried off by th«* rlis<:ase. Duke [ohn, wj»o liad s<)ught 
sfcufiry by avoiding every infected house and person, 
died of the disease at the same time. The plague 
was spread in the same way from Messina throughout 
Sicily : Syracuse, Girgcnti, Sciacca, and Trapani were 
^»?c'.css»vcly attacked ; \n particular it raged \\\ ^^A\l 
disiiiit of Trapani, in the extrenie west ol \.\\ii \s\iv\Vx\. 
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which/' says the writer, " has remained almost without 
population."* 

Having briciiy noticed the origin of the great pestilence 
which ravaged Europe in rhe fourteenth century, and its 
progress towards Italy, the story of Gabriel dc' Mussi may 
attain be taken up at the point \vhere he describes the 
tii^;hL of the Genoese traders from the Crimea. The narra- 
tive has so far anticipated his account only by giving the 
history of the epidemic in Constantinople and Sic\ly. 

* Gvc^-jrii) (R.)» Bihliotheca Scriptcrum qui res in Sicilia gustos reiuien, torn. 
^ p. 5''i -'^^- ''he historian wrote probably iu»t later than a.u, 1361. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE EPIDEMIC IN ITALY. 

The great sickness reached Italy in the early days of 1348. 
The report at Avignon at the time was that three plaguo- 
stricken vessels had put into the port of Genoa in January, 
vwhilst from' another source it would appear that at the same 
lime another ship brought the contagion from the Kast tt> 
Venice. From these two places the epideinic quick^v 
spread over the entire country. What liapprncd in tin* 
early days of this frightfui scourge is best told in the actu:*! 
words of Gabriel de' Mussi, who possessi'd special means nl 
knowledge, and who has until quite re'ceiitiy hrr.n lookec! 
upon, but incorrectly, as a passenger by one of thf very 
vessels which brought the plague from the Crimea to 
Genoa. The history of the progress of the pla.'^ue may bt 
gathered from the pagt:s of the detailed chronicles, which 
atlh.1t tim<' recorded the principal events in the various 
largo and pro.spero»is cities of the Italian peninsula, as well 
as from the v;ell-known account of the strait? to whirli 
i'lor':ncc was reduc(!tl bv the .-.icknesr:. iriven in the intro- 
Juction to the ''J^'^^ — ^"^ZJ^^ " ' 3 

On reviewing 111 'detail the testimonies from every land 
relatin<( to this great calamity, it is impossible to oveilool: 
th<: sameness of the terms in which writeri^ the most diverse 
»n character, and in places far distant from one another, 
Jescribe what passed before their eyes. It has already been 
rtniarked that the imperial historian, John Cantac.uzrne. 
•n recounting the honors of the plague in Constantinopk, 
has borrowed from Thucydides. But the same ideas, the 
very samt? words, suggat t/iemselves invol\mtar\\y Vo v>\\c 
-M^/*?//. T/tc simple monastic annalist of l\vo \\a\WouT\t;vV 
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cloister in Engelberg, the more courtly chronicler of St. 
Denis, the notary who writes witli the dryness and tcchnU 
•cahticf. of his profession, b».'t displays withal a weakness for 
rheluric nnd lijossip, littcrnirurs like Boccaccio, w];o?e 
forte 's narrative, or like Petrarch, delighting* in a show 
of words, the business-like town chronicler of an Italian 
city, and tlie anthor who aspirob to the rank of historian, 
li>e iihy:;ician whose interest is professional, even the 
^«. I'ibbler who takes this straniie tlieme as the subiect for 
1^.!^ ji''Jgli'\i^ verire, all speak witii such complete oneness of 
<*>:pressiop that it would ahnost se(*!n that each had copied 
Jns neighboi;r, and that there is here a tine theme for the 
fu ientllic anii:.'-em:jnt known as •' investii^ation of sources/' 
it IS ojily \v!i<Mi we come to examine tlie v/ho!e body of 
evidcpoj! tljat tl.-ere is borr.c in upon tlie mind a realisation 
of t!u* nature of a cal.imilv which, sprer»dini£ evervwhcre, 
\vas ev^iywlujir \\\*, same in its horrors, becoming thrs 
!U;thint>" less than a v.o« Id-wide trajyeJy, and »t is st:en that 
cv»*ii the plitrsrs of the rhetorician can do no more thi'ii 
rise to the terrible reality of fa-.l. 

First in inn)ortancc. a^ wti! as in order of tifiir, corties 
tlie testimony of De' Mussi, th.e substanrje of ^vhIc h is hent 
given. It so happened that when the shjps left (.\ifta — 
S(Mne boun<l foi Genoa, some for Venice, and some to other 
part>» oi tlu: Chrii'tian world — a few of the sailors were 
;ilrr'a<lv ie.ft»cted bv the fatal 'li*?rase. One sick \\\\\*^ was 
ciioi'.gh to infect the whole household, and the corpse as 
it was c\rried \o the gravr brought death to its bearers. 
* Tell, (> Si%?i!y, and ye. the many islands of the sea, the 
juiigments of God. Confess, O Genoa, what thoti hast 
done, *^!IK*e v/e of Genoa a»id Venice arc compelled to 
njake G:)d""^ chastisement h'lanifest. Alas ! our ships 
enter the ])ort, but of a thousand sailors . hardly ten 
are spared. We reach our homes; our kindred and our 
neighbours come from all parts to visit us. Woe to us for 
v.e cast at the»n the darts of death ! Whilst we 5\\)ek*i to 
them, whilst ihcy cixxhr-iiic^A us and kl^^scd us, "^njc; scA\.VcT^i\ 

c 
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ion from our lips. Going back to their homes, Ihey 

soon infected their whole families, who in three 

ccumbed, and were buried in one common grave. 

and doctors visiting the sick returned from their 

ill. and soon were numbered with the dead. O, 

cruel, bitttrr, impiou** death ! which thus breaks the 

>f affection and divides father and mother, brother 

ter, son and wife. 

entini; our mis'^ry, we feared to fly, yet we dared 

iiain." The terror increased when it was found that 

H'. effects and clothes of the dead were capable of 

micating the disease. This was scon in the case of 

)Idiers at a place near Genoa. Retiuniiig to their 

ii«y carried bark with tliejn a woollen bed-covering 

id found in a house at Rivarolo, on the sea-coast, 

ihe sickness had swe[»t away the entire population. 

«{ht following the four slept under the coverlet, and 

morning all were found to be dead. At Genoa the 

spared hardly a seventh part of the population. At 

it is >aid that more than seventy di'^d out of every 

d, and out of four-and-twenty excellent doctors 

were soon carried off by ihr. sickness. 

t as an Inhabitant I am asked to write more of Piacenza 

it may be known what hrippened there in the year 

.Some Genoese who fled from the plai^ne raging in 

ty betook theiiiselves hither. They recited at liiobbio, 

Te sold the merchandise tlicy luid brought witli tliem. 

rchaser and their host, togetlier with all liis lamiiy 

ny neighbours, were quickly stricken with the sick- 

,d died. One of these, wishing to mrike his will, 

i notary, his confessor, and the necessary witnesses. 

xt day all these were buried touether. So <;p/atly 

calamity increase that nearly all the inhabitants of 

soon fell a prey to the sickness, and there remained/ 

own only the doa<l. 

the spring of 1J4S another ( lenoese inlcctcd wVAi \\\*r. 
awe to Fhvcnza. Hv sougli t out his tr\ct\A V u\cV\\tvv> 
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ilella Croce, who took him into his house. Almost imme- 
diately afterwards he died, «.ind the said Tulchino was also 
niiic!<ly c.irried ofT wiJi his entire family and many of his 
»iciohliours. In a brief space the plague was rife througli- 
o*:i the city. I know not where lo b«^i»ii': ; t:verywher.* 
J.iore was weeping and mourning So great was the 
mortality that men hardly dared to brtalhtr. The dead 
\\\:c' w'thout number, and those who still lived gave them- 
sei\''s ijj) as lost, and prepared for tlje tomb. 

'" TU': eemricrics failing, it v/as necess.iry to dig trenches 
lo recc'vc the bodies of the dt-ad. It fioquentiy happened 
that a husband and wife, a tatheT and son. a mother and 
*!aiigijter— p^jy, v/hole lamilic.s---v\ere cast together in tlie 
:%a!ne r^il. 

L 

** It was the same in tlie nijj'hbojrine towns and villasres. 
( )ne (Jbcri<> di Sasso, who had come one dav from an 
infected jjlace to the churcli of the Friars Minor to make 
his will, called thither a notary, witnes.';t.i, and neighbo'jrs. 
Ail tlic-^e. tcigether uith o'hcrs. to the number of more than 
^Ixly. died v/ithin a short spact: uf time. ANo the reIi*'io-.!s 
ni.m, t^iar Sifrcdo de' ll'irdi, uf l!i.j con\cn( and order of 
iVr.-.vIv^rs, a rj.m of prudence dad great learning, who hricj 
vi.si^^ed our Lord's sepulchre, died with, twenty-three other 
membeiv. of his order and convent. Also the ltt;.rned and 
virtuous friar IVrtolin Coxadoch::, of Pi;)cen/i<, o? ti)'.- 
order of Minorites, wit!? loer-and-tw-ntv i>;e^«Cvrs of his 
cr)m?i::nity was carried oil. bo too of tlu; convent of 
A!!g istiiiian Mermils — seven; of the Carm<dii..-s— seven ; 
ol the Scrvitos of Mary — four, and more than six<v dijini- 
t.'rics and rectors of churches in the city and district ol 
I'Mcenza died. Uf nobles, too, many; of young people a 
^ a? : nu!ni)er.'' 

IV* Mesbi then proceeds to givv e.xamples of the 

s(:t:iies <hdly passing before his eyes in the plaguc-stricken 

cities of northen Italy. 4 The sick man lay langui.<;hing 

:iU»)t: hi ?'J3 house and no one came near him. Those most 

*/c/2r to him, rcsfardlcss of tho tics of k\mVrcd ot xvRiniWoTv, 
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withdrew themselves to a distance; the doctor did not 

come to him. and even the priest with fear and trembling 

adminisU-PMl the Sacraments of the Church. Men and 

women, racked witli the consuming fever, pleaded — bul 

ill vain — lor a draught of v.-ater, and uselessly raved for 

someone to watch at their bedside. The father or the 

w'lU: would not touch the corp->e of child or husband to 

prepare it for the grave, or follow it thither. No prayer 

was faid. nor solemn 'office sung, nor bell tolled for the 

funeral of even the noblest citizen ; but by day and 

nigl»L the corpses were borne to the common plague-pit 

witl:out rite or ceremony. The doors of the houses now 

desolate and empty remained closed, and no one cared, 

nor, indeed, dared to enter. ^ 

Such is the picture of the effect of the malady and the 
terrible mortality caused by it drawn by one who seems to 
have seen its first introduction into U^lyt and who certainly 
had the best opportunity of early obs'erving its rapid j)ro- 
gress. It might, perhaps, be thought that his description of 
the horrors of the infected cities was over-coloured and the 
creation of his imagination. But in tlie details it bears on 
t!»e. surface the stamp of truth, and in its chief charac- 
teristics it is conlirmed by too many independent witnesses 
in other parts of Italy, and even in Europe generally, to 
leave a doubt that it corresponded to the literal reality. 

What happened at Florence is well-known through the 

graphic description of Boccaccio. So terrible was the 

mortality in that prosperous city that the very outbreak 

became for a time known in Europe as the " Pestilence of 

Florence." In the spring of the previous year (1347) a 

I severe famine had been experienced," and some 94,000 

I people had been in receipt of State relief, whilst about 

i 4,000 are supposed to have perished of starvation in the 

I city* and its neighbourhood. The people, enfeebled by 

I previous hardships, would naturally fall a prey more easily 






I * ^iMmondh Htitvue tf:$ Hr/uilifiics Jtaiient^s du y.oym y*j;e. \\^y. \u 



THE EPIDEMIC IN ITALY. / 21 I 

to ihe poison oc the epidemic. In April, 1348, the 
dreaded infe^jtion be^aii to sliow ics«:lf. ' To Cllr^i the 
i\ .iladv/' writes Boccaccio, ** ncitl'cr medical know led. '3:e nor 
the power of dni<;s was 01' ary ovail, jvhethcr bovranho the 
(h^^easc was in its own nature i.^o'tal, or tiiat the pliysiciatii; 
(tfic number of whon^ — t:ikii\i^ ijr.acks and women pre- 
tenders inio account— vvas l^r<>v^•n very great) could fonn 
no jiist idea of the cause, lior consecjuently groend a true 
method of cure ; of those attacked few or none escaped, 
but t!u*y tjc^nerally <lied th(* lliird day fp-'m the first appear- 
ance of tJK! symptoms, without a fever cr other forju of ill- 
ness manifesting itself. The disease was communicated by 
the sick to those in health and seemed daily to gain head 
and increase in violence, just at- fire will do by casting frcfh 
fuel oj- it. The contagiop. was communicated not only by 
convrrsat'.op with those sick, but also by approaching tiicm 
too closely, cr even by mer(tly handling their clo'thes or 
anvthiit'T tliev had previouslv touched. 

'* \VM:at 1 am going to rel:it(.* is certainly marvellous, and, 
had I not seen it with my own eyes, and were there not 
manv witnesses to attcirt its truth besides invself, I should 
not venture to recount it, whalev«»r tlie crcidit of persons 
who had informed me of it. Such, I say, was the deadly 
character of the pestilential matter, that it passed the 
infection not only from man to man ; but, what is more 
wonderful, and has been ofte!i proved, anylhinj* helon^'inor 
to those sick with the disease, if touched by any other 
creature, would certainly afTect and even kill it in a short 
space of time. One instance of this kind t took special 
note of, namely, the rags of a pour man just d(!ad having 
been thrown into the street, two Iiogs came by at the 
time and began to root amongst them, s.haking them 
in their jaws. In less than an hour they fell down, and \ 
died on the spot. 

*' Strange were the devices resorted to by the survivors *to 
secure their safety. Divers as wen: the means, then: was 
one feature common to all. selfish and unc\\ar\V?L\>\c ^& \\. 
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\va>» — tr.e avo'niance of the sick, and of everything that had 
been I'.car ihein : men thought only of themselves. 

"* Sit?Tre'h»M. lt wa s hr-st to lead a temper ate life and to 
7iVoiil rvr-ry «*xcoss. These making up parlies together, 
ami striuin^ lh??m--lvcN up from the rest of the world, ate 
ar.tl firar.k mocier.ttely of the best, ilivcrtlng themselves 
with iriisl*: and s:uh olher entertainments ns they might 
liavi- :tt hfMiie, and nrvrr listening to news from witliout 
\\ liirh mit^ht maktr th'-:n uneasy. Otlu*r>; puiiiitainyd that frc<^ 

liv;ri:( uas a hettrr j)j-c\s«jj;j^i^i^LViin.d,.\vr/u.l<L.Kr'^^^^y every 
passii n and appetite. They would drink and revel inces- 
>anliy in lavi-rn after tavern, or in those private houses 
whiih, freijuently found doseited by the owners, were 
then.-fore open to anyone; but Ihey yet studTously avoided, 
with .dl their irregularity, coming near the infected. And 
fech at that tim*^ was the public distress that the laws, 
human and divine, v/ere not regarded, Tor the otficers 
to pi!t them in force being eitl^er dead, sick, or without 
.'••ssisianis, everyone did just as he pleased." 

y\noUi«T_da5s of ^|)eople chose a midcljjLi.cours.i*. They 
neitiier restricted themselves to the diet of the former 
nor s;ave way to the intemperance of the laiter; but eating 
and drinking what their appetites required, they went 
about everywhere with scents and nost^gays to smell .it, 
since they looked upon the whole atn^osphere as tainted 
with the eflluvia arising from the dead bovlies. 

** Othertu J-gain, of a nf>tynrrattatr5^isp6sition"declared, as 
perhaps i!ie safest -Ji-ourse-in th»* e:ciremity, that Jie only 
re:iiedy was .in_fl_ight. Persuaded, therefore, of this, and 
thinking only of themselves, gre.at numbers of men 
' and women left the city, their goods, their house, and kin- 
dred, and fled into the country parts ; as if the wrath of God 
had been restricted to a visitation of those only within the 
city wails, and hence none should remain in the doomed 
place*. ' 

'• But difTerent as ivere the courses pursueA\, l\\e skV.\u\ss 
feJ/ ujujn all these classes without diaVinclxon \ uewWx «5l\\ 
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all of any class die, nor did ail escape ; and they who first 
set the example of forsaking others now languished them- 
selves where there was no one to take pity on them. I 
pass by the little regard that citizens and distant relations 
showed one to the other, for the terior ^vas sucli_lbat- 
brothorjinien fled (rom brother, wife from hgsbaadi.aay^Jiic-. 



piirent from her own child. The sick could obtain help 
only fronTHieTcNv wlio still obeyed the law of charity, or 
from hired servants who demanded extravagant wages and 
were fit for little else than to hand what was asked for, and 
to note wlien the patient died. Even. such paid helpers 
wtire L-carce, and their desire of gain fn,'»jnently cost them 
tlioir lives. The rich passed out of this world without 
a single p.:rson to aid them ; few liad the tears of frie-^ds 
at their departure. The coi;)sc was iUlcndcd to the grave 
only by fellows liired lor the purpose, wlio would put the 
bier on their shoulders and iiurry with it to the nearest 
church, whcie it was consig'ied to the tomb without any 
^eremonv W'^atever, a'ul whercer there was room. 

'With regard to tiie 'owcr classes, aad, indeed, in the case 
ol many of the middle rank of life, the scenes cnactecl were 
sadder still. They fell sick b\ thousands, and, having no 
one whatever to attend them, most of them died. Some 
breathed iheir h^.sl in the street;', otl>el^ slut up in their 
own liouM-s. wh.en tlic eHluvia whicli came frotn the:r 
ct^rpses V. as the first intimation ol their deaths. An ar- 
ratigement v»'as now made for tlie neighbcurs, assisted by 
such bearers as they could get, t(» clc;<r the houses, and 
every morning to lay the bodies of the cicad at their doors. 
1 hence t!)e corpses v/ere carricil <-0 the grave on a bier, two 
or tiirce at a tlm(!. There was !u» one to lollo^v, none to 
sljed tears, for things had com** to such a pass that men's 
lives were no more thought of than those of beasts. M\cx\ 
friends would i.augh and make themselves merry, and 
women had learned to consider tlieir own lives before 
everything else. 

*' Co'iscciated ground no longer suniccid, «ind it became . 
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necessary to dig trenches, into which the bodies were put 
by hundreds, laid in rows as goods packed in a ship ; a little 
earth was cast upon each successive layer until the pits 
w»Tc iilicdtothe top. The adjacent country presented tlie 
same picture as the city ; the poor distressed labourers and 
their families, without physicians, and without he!p, 
!cl!l^;b•i^hocI on the highways, in th*i fieicls, in tlieir owi: 
coitag«-s, dying like cattle rather than human huini^s. Tlio 
«:oiintry ptople, like the citizens, grew dissolute in their 
manners and careless of everything. They supposed that 
e.'ich day niight be their last ; and they took no care nor 
thor.L^ht how to improve their substance, or even to utilise 
it for present support. The flocks and herds, when driven 
from their homes, would wander unwatched through the 
forsaken har\'est fields, and were left to return of their 
own accord, if they would, at the approach of uight." 

IJtttween March and the July following it was esti- 
ina'if'd that upwards of a hundred thousand souls had 
perished in the city alone. 

" What magnificent dwellings,'* the writer continues, 
" wliat stately palaces, were then rendered desolate, even to 
the last inhabitant ! How many noble families became 
extinct ! What riches, what vast possessions were left 
with no known heir to inherit them ! What numbers of 
both sex«?s. in .the prime and vigour of youth, whom in the 
morning Galen, Hippocrates, or /Ksculapius himself, would 
have declared in perfect health, after dining heaitily with 
their friends here, have supped with their departed friends 
in another world. "^ 

It »night perhaps be suspected that this description of 
Boccaccio as to the terrible nature ot the plague in Florence 
was either a fancy picture of his imagination or intended 
merely ?s a ihetorical introduction to the tales told in the 
'•* Decameron," with onlv a slender foundation of fact. 
Unfortunately ether authorities are forthconnng to conlirm 
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tin: £j;raphic relation of tlif^ Florentine poet in all its details. 
.Amongst others who were carried ofT hy tlie pestilence in 
riorence was the renowned historian, Giovanni Villani. His 
work was taken up by h.Is brother Matteo, who commences 
hi^ annals wif.h an account of the epidi»mic. So terrible 
old tiiu destruction of human life apIH^'l^lo him tl'.at he tells 
his r'fciders ihat nV) greater catastrophe had fallen on the 
world sinr.e tlie universal Delujre. Accordinjx to his testi- 
moTiV, it i»ivolved the v/hole of the Itahan peninsula, with 
the exception of Milan and some Alpine districts of 
northern [.ombardy. In each place visited by (he scourge 
it lasted live montlis, and everywhere Christian parents 
abandoned their children and kinsfolk, in as callous a w;iy 
as ' miglit perhnps be expected from infidels and savages." 
As rep;ards Florence, whilst r.ome few devoted themselves 
to the care of the sick, many Jled from the plague-stricken 
city. The epidemic raged thi-re from April till September, 
13^8. r.nd it is the opinion 01 Villani lln'it three out of every 
five i^t:r:>c>!JS ill the citv and nt*ii>hbourhood fell vi< tims lo 
it. As to the effect of t!ie scourg'' ot! the survivors, the 
histr>riap lecords that whilst it would naturally liave 
been expected that men, impressed by so terrible a chastise- 
ment, woid'! Iiavc become belter, tlie vr-ry contrary was the 
fact. Vv'orK, too. v;as given over, and ''men gave them- 
selves up to the enjoyment ol tlie worldly riches to which 
they had succeedtid." Idleness, di??i»hiie morals, sins of \ 
gluttony, banquets, revels in taverns, unbridled luxury, 
fickleness "in dress and constant changes according to 
whim, such were the characteristic marks of the well-to- 
do Italian cilizens when the plagu(- had pa>sed. And 
the poor, also, Villani states, becam*: idle and unwilling 
to w'ork, considering that when so many had been carried 
off by the pestilence there could not but be an abundance 
for thuse whop» Providence had spared.* 

♦ Mumtori, Scriptures, xiv, co!i. 11-15. 
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The same story is told in all the contemporary chronicles 

of Italian cities. At Pisa the terrible mortality lasted till 

September, 1348, and there were few families that did not 

reckon two or three of their members amoni^ the dead. 

Many names arc said to have been completely wiped off 

^ froin the roll of the living. At least a hundred each week 

.? were carried to the grave in the city, whilst those who had 

k been bold enough to watch at the death-bed of a relation 

I or friend appealed in vain to passers-by to aid them to 

bury the corpse. ** Help us to bear this body to the pit/' 

they cried, '* so that we in our turn may deserve to fmd 

, some to carry us." The awful suddc'iness of the duiith 

often inflicted by the scourge is noted by the author 

of llie '* Chronicle of Pisa," in common with nearly every 

writer of this period. Men v.ho in the morning were 

apparently v/ell had beforo evening been carried to llie 

sjrave.^ 

•J 

A I^aduan chroii icier, writing at the time, notes that one 
sick r.ian as a rule infected the house in wliich he lav. 1.0 
that once the sickness entered into ?« dwelling all were 
s«!i^e(: by ii., ' even the animals." To pD^lua a stranger 
brought the sickness, and in a brief spice the wholt: city 
was suffering from it. Hardly :i third of thf: population 
was Jcft after the scourge had passed.t At Siena, accord- 
ing to Di Tura, a contemporary chronicler, the plagne 
commenced in April and lasted till October, 1348. All 
who could fled from the stricken i ity. In May, Julv, and 
August so many died that neitlur position nor nuniey 
availed to procure porters to carry the dead to the public 
pits. " And I, Agniolo di Tura,'' writes tliis author, 
<•' *' carried with my own hands my five little sons to the pit; 
and what I did many others did likewise." ' All ex'pccted" 
death, and people generally said, and believed, that the end 
of the world had ccrtainlv coine. In Siena and Its nei^di- 
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bourliood, according to Di Tura, about 80,000 po<^»plc wcpj 
thouir'ut to have died in these seven months.* 

At Orvi('to the plague began in May. .Some 500 died in 
a vtry siiort space of time, many of them suddenly ; the 
slioos remained closed, and business and work was at a 
standstiil. Hero it ran its usual five months* course, ^i\i\ 
finished in S(iptemb<T, when many families were found to 
have become extinct.t At Rimini it was noticed that the 
poor were the first to be attacked and the chief sufferers. 
The sickness iirst showed itself on May 15th, 1348, and 
.)nly died out in the (ollowing December, when, according 
to the computation of the ciironicler, two out of three of 
the Inliabitants had been swept away.i 

An anonymous contemporary Italian writer describes the 
sicknt-ss as a ** swift and sharp fever, with blood-spitting, 
carbuncle or fistula.'* Only tht few, he says, recovered when 
<»nce :.lri«:!:en with th.e disease. The sick visibly infected 
\\itli liieir ci>rniption tlu* healthy, even by talking with 
tliein ; for from this mere conversing with the sick an in- 
linitf number of men and women died and are buried. *' And 
herc».'^ says the writer, ** I can give my testimony. A certain 
man Wed hk;, and tlie blood fl(»\viMg tcuohed his lace. On 
that same day he was takiMi ill, and the next hci died; and 
!»y the mercy of (iou 1 have escaped. I note this because, 
as by mere communication with the sick the plague infected 
mortally the healthy, the father afterwards avoided his 
stricken son, (he brotl:er liis broth.er, the wife her husband, 
and so in e?.ch case th.e man in heaiih slmliousiv avoided 
the sick. PriesiJ;LijLJui./i«jid.ac:Lti\.{M\ fb-d ijlitui;: J CO"^ those 
ill, and all avoided th«: dead, in many places and houses 



* Ibid. XV, 12,^. At this prriod the population at Sicn.i was inoic than 
loo.'^oo, and It ha«! I>cc»i «lct'>rmine*i to vf«>^'"-'i ^'»i'^ t«'«i building tsf the 
vu>t Ciihodra! a<x''ji£!lii^ to llic dcii»*^n*: »f L4iu'o Ojvficc. Tho wbrV «-ais 
li^rdiv iiiu«crtiik< ti wh/fn '.he jilajjiic »»t '.-j^rt bu»Vcout \x\ i!jc city. The opt'ra- 
tioiis were hus|H*tYd«t^ .and the mtMicy ^'hich had brcn collected for the |)Ur|Kisc 
was devoted to necessary )iubhc w«rk$ ((.>. G:g!i, IMario Sane^e, u, 428). 
t Muratori, SaiptortS xv, 6.. ?. J !bul, 90 j. 
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whep an inmate dieil the rest quickly, one after another^ 
expif^d. And so great was the overwholming number of 
the dead tliat it was necessary to open new cemeteries in 
every plijre. !n Venice there were almost 100,00c dead, 
and so jifcat was the multitude of corpses everywhere that 
ie\v n'tondcd any funeral or dirge. . . . This pestilence 
did net ccaso in the lan<l from Februarv till the feast of AH 
Saints i^November ist, 1348), and the cftices ol the dead 
were chanted only by the voices of boys ; which boys, 
without learning, and by rote only, sang the office walking 
lhroL'i;h tiie streets.*' The writer then notices the general 
dissoluteness which ensued after ilie disease*, and its effect 
in lowering the standard of probity and morals.''* 

To tlijr: terrible accounts given by De* Mnssi of the state 
of plague-stricken Genoa and Piaccnza, and that of 
Boccaceio, of the ravages of the pestilence in the city of 
. Flort^nce, may be well addrd the eloquent letters of the 
poet retrarch, in which he laments the ovei'whrlming 
raiastrophej as he experienced il in the town of l^arma. 
Here, as in so fnany other plac<r:>. the inhabitants vainly 
endravpured to prevent the entry of the disease by for- 
biddinr' all intercourse with the sullerinir cities of Klorenc(^ 
Venice, Genoa and Pisa. The nu.-asures taken to isolate 
V'^vuvA appear to have been, at lea^t. for a lime, successful, 
as the dreaded plague apparently did not make its appear- 
ance till t!)e beginning of Jun^:, i34H.t But in the 
six months during which it lasted it desol.itod the entire 
neighbourhood. In Parma and Kt-ggio many thousands, esti- 
ipated roundly at 40,000, were carrie*! off by it. J Petrarcli 
was at this period a canon of the cathedral of Parma, 
and had made the acquaintance at Avignon of Laura, who 
quickly became tl^e object of his admiration as a typical 
t!liristian mother of a fan^ily, and as a fitting subject to 
inspire his poetic muse. Laura died at Avignon, owft of the 

f A. I'cxzittM, S/ort'S ,/it'Ia citfo Ji I'atni.i, vol. i, p. 1 i. 
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many who fell victims to the great pestilence which was 
then ra<]^in^ in that city. The letter written by a friend 
ninicfi [.ouis to inform Petrarch of tliis death found him at - ^^ 
Parma on May 19th, 1348* A month later the poet wrote X 

to Avignon in the most heart^oroken languagt! to his / 

hrotlier, a reh'gious at Monrieux, and th.e only survivor of a 
t'onvent of {ive-aMd-thirty.f " Aly brother! my brother ! 
i^.y brother/' }>e wrote. *' A new heginiiing to a letter, i 

ihoujxi) used hv Marcus Tullius fourteen hundred vears ai'o. v/ 

Ah\9, I my beloved brotlier, what shall 1 say? How s.hail I yw 

bcLnn ^ Whither shall I turn? C>n all side's is sorrow; f i 
cveiv where is fear. I would, mv broli^ic^, that I had never v 
b'v'on born, or, at leat^t, had died brfore I'u.se times. How \ 

vviil posterity believe that there lias 1»c»*.p. a time when \ 

with.out the lightnings of heaven or the fires of earth, \ 

without wajs or other visible slaugl^ter, not this or that » 

part of the earth, but well-nigii the whole globe, has / 

remained v.v'lhout inhabitants. 

*' When has any such tiling been ever heard or seen; in ., 
wliat annals has It ever bven lead that houses were left 
vacant, cities deserted, the country neglected, the fields too 
small for the dead, and a fearful and universal solitude over 
the wh'jle earth? Consult your hi:>tor:ans, they are silent; 
question your doctors, they are dumb ; seek an answer 
from yi>ur philosophers, they shru^-; their shoulders and 
frown, and with their fingers to their lips bid you be 
silent. 

" Wi!i posterity ever believe these things v/hen we, who 
see, can scarcely credit them ? We should think wc were 
dreandng if we did not with our eyes, when we walk 
abroad, see the city in mourning with funerals, and returning 
to our home, find it empty, and thus know, that what we 
lament is real. 

*' Oh, happy people of the future, wlio have not known 
these miseries and perchance will class our testimony with . 

* T, Mtcbcut, Jlihtoin dc Frmue, iv, p- 23^'« 
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r,iac* so dcslilutc of upright and capable doctors that it 

;r»av h^: said not one has been left."* 

n-taiis of a sinoilar nature might be multiplied from the 
.oiiU-iriporary h<ilian records. What has been here given, 
ho»\cvcr. will t nuble the reader to form some estimate 
of liie nalur:: of the terrible disease and of the extent 
ol tht^ universal devastation of the Italian peninsula. 
'1 he annals relate that in every city, castle, and town 
liL-aih and desolation reigned supreme. In most 
places, as in Pisa, for example, law and order became 
tilings of ihtr past ; the administration of justice was 
inpossibie ; criminals of every kind did what Ihey best 
pleased, t and for a considerable time after the plague had 
passed the Courts of Law were occupied in disputes over 
the jiossessions of the dead. When the wave of pestilence 
had rollct^ on to other lands there camt' in its wake famine 
and general distress in Italy, but strangely accompanied 
%vith the lavish expenditure of those who conbidcred that, 
where so many had died, there should be enough and to 
spare of worldly goods for such .as were left. The land lay 
uncultivated and the harvest was unreaped. Provisions and 
other necessaries of life became dear. Afarkets ceased to be 
held, and cities and towns devoid of inhabitants were 
spectacles of decay and desolation. It is said, and there 
does not appear to be reason to doubt the statement, in 
view of the many contemporary accounts of the <]isaster, 
that at least one half of the general population of Italy were 
swept away by the scourge. This relation of the horrors 
of the year 134*^ in Italy may be closed by the account 
left us of scrme students from Bohemia, who .at this time 
journeyed back to their country from Bologna. 

" At this time," says a chronicle of Prague, *' some 
students, coming from Bologna into Bohemia, saw that in 
most of the cities and castles they passed through few re- 
mained aliNC; and in some all were dead. In many houses 
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also those who had escaped with their lives were so 
weakened by the sickness that one could not give another 
a draught of water, nor help hinri in any v/ay, and so passed 
ihcir lime in gn?at affliction and distress. Priests, too, 
ini blistering the sacraments, and doctors medicines, to the 
sick were infected by them and died, and so many passed 
out of this life without confession or the sacraments of the 
Cliurcli, as the priests were dead. There wert? generally, 
made great, broad and deep pits in whicii the bodies of the 
dead were beried. In many places, toe, the air was more 
infectc'il and more deadly than poisoned food, from the 
'.'orruption ot the corpses, since there was no one left to 
b*.:ry I hem. Of the foresaid students, moreover, only one 
leturned to Bohemia, and his companions all died on the 
journey.*'"^' 

• Chunticon Pragcnse, cd. Loscrth in I'ontcs uritm Auzt/iuamm, Saiptum, 
vol. i, \}. 395. 
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e fables. We have, indeed, deserved these (punislw 
iei>.ls) and even greater ; but our forefathers also have 
eserved them, and may onr posterity not also merit the 



ame." 



Then, after saying that the universal misery is enough to 

-nake one think that God has ceased to have a care for His 

creatures, and putting this thought aside as blasphemy, the 

writer continues : *' But whatever the causes and however 

hidden, the eflccts are manifest. To turn from public to 

private sorrows ; the first part of the second year is passed 

since I returned to Italy. I do not ask you to look back 

any lurtlurr; count these few days, and think what we were 

and what we an;. Where are now our pleasant friends? 

Where the love<l faces? Where their cheerin*^ words? 

Where their sweet and- gentle conversation ? We were 

surrou:id**d by a crowd of intimates, now we are almost 

alone." 

Speaking of one special friend, Paganinus of Milan, 
Pelrarcli writes: " lie was suddenly seized in the evitiiing 
by the pe^til-rntial sickness. After supping with friends 
he spent Fonie time in conversation with me, in the eniov- 
ment of onr common friendship and in talking over our 
affairs. He passed the night bravely in the last ai^ony, 
and in the niorninsj was carried off bv a swift deati). 
And, tiiat no liorror should he wanting. In thr. e days his 
bons and all his family had followed him to the tomb." * 

In other towns of Italy the same tragedy, as told in the 
v/ords of [Boccaccio and Petrarch, was being enacted during 
the early spring and the summer months of 1348. At Venice, 
where the pestilence obtained an e.irly foothold, and the 
position of which rendered it particularly susceptible to 
infection, the mortality v/as so great that it was represented 
by the round numbers of 100,000 souls. t 

Signor Cecchetti's researches into the history of the 

medical facultv at Venice at this period furnish many 

^ i. y 

* A/'/jfu/a luiiiititiius (Eil. tftoi), lili. \iU, p\). 2*y.>-2^o.\. 
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interesting details as to the spread of the sickness.* 
Although surgeons were not allowed by law to practise 
medicine, so great was t.hc need <Iuring the prevalence 
of the dread mortality that one surgeon, Andrea di Padova, 
was allowed to Jiave saved the lives of more than a 
hundred people by his timely assistance.t In the 14th 
century Wnice was troubled by the plague some fifteen 
times, but that of 1348 was "the great epidemic" — *' the 
horrible mortality " — to the chroniclers of the time. For a 
long period after, public and otlier documents make it the 
excuse for all kinds of irregularities. J The diplomas of 
merit bestowed upon doctors who remained faithful to their 
posts by the authorities of Venice speak of death following 
upon the lirst infection within a very short space of time. 
So depopulated was the city thai it might be said no one 
was left in it. Many doctors fled, others shut themselves 
in their houses. Artisans and even youths undertook the 
duties of physicians, and helped numbers to recover.^ 

On Sunday, March 30th, 1348, the Great Council of 
V^rnice chose a commission of three to watch over the public 
safety. These a few days later ordered deep pits to be 
made in one of the islands to receive the bodies of those 
who died in the hospitals and ol the poor, and to convey 
them thith.ei, ships were appointed to be always in waiting. 

The rich (led from the place ; officials could not be found, 
iv\ii the Great Council was so reduced tliat the legal number 
for transacting business could not be got together. Notaries 
ilicrl in CI eat numbers, and the prisons were thrown open.|! 
When Ihe epidemic had ceased the Senate had great 
difficulty in finding three doctors for tho city. On 
Janu<try I2ih, 1349, Marco Leon, «a capable physician, and 
a native of \>nice, who v»as in practice at Perugia, offered 
to return to his own city *' since," as he says, " it has 
pleased God bv ihe terrible mortalitv to leave our native 

* Sec his .iriicte La Mtdicina in Vemzia net 13(H) in Anhivto Veneio, torn. 
XXV, p. .^Oi. icqq. 

f ;». y»f|. t Ihi(t.,yf), } Ibid. f Ibid,, p. .«7*S. 
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CHAPTER III. 

l'«OGRESS OF THE PLAGUE IN FRANCE. 

A'-MOST sirr.T!taneo«sly^wi4h.tha outbreak of the pestilence 
in Ilalv- iL-iiUi-H»fttKJ-a 4oothoJd...iii. the . So'.ith of . France, 
According to a contemporary account, written at Avignon 
in J348, the disease was brought into Marseilles by one of 
the three (irnoese ships, which had been compelled .to 
liMve \hi- port of Genoa when th^* inhabitants discovered 
tJ!.':! by ^heir means the dreaded plai^ne h.id already com- 
r.j'.nced its ravages in their city, li wou^d consequently 
Ttppear most likely that the mortality began in Marseilles 
somewhcr^' about the first days oi January, 134^, although 
one account places the^ commencement ot the sickness as 
early ad r II Saints' Day (Novcm^»er i), 1347.'^ ^^'^ number 
of deatlis In this great southern port of Frant.e fully equalled 
that of the populous cities of Italy. In a month the sick- 
nes«i is said to have carried off 57,000 of the inhabitants of 
jMarFeilies and its neighbourhood.! One chronicle says 
that ''the Bishop, with the entire chapter of the cathedral, 
and ! -early all the friars, Preachers and Minorites, tOf^eti)r*r 
with two-thirds oi the inhabitants, peri>hed ^' at th:*; time; 
and adds that upon ihe sea might be seen ships, laden witii 
merchandise, driven about hither and thither by the wave:^ 
the steersman and every sailor h.aving been carried off by 
the <iise?se.J Another, speaking of Marseilles after i!ie 
pestilence had passed, says that *' so many die<i that it 

• L.'>bbc, .Vor<ir Rillhihtia Manuscrfptorum, i, p. 343. 

t C. Aiij^bdn, /^tiidt sitr Us Maladies f'»V;.i/*3, p. 432. 

^Matthias A'ucivcfjLujgcnsis in Hoctimcr, Fjfitfs rcmm Gtnuatn;aTinn,\M^ 
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remained like an uninhabited place/'* It is of interest to 
record thai amongst the survivors there was an English 
doctor, William Grisant, of Merton College, Oxford. He 
had studied medicine at the then celebrated school of 
Montpellier, and was in practice at Marseilles during the 
visitation of the great plague of 1348, dying two years 
later, in I350.t 

At Montpcllier the ravages were, if possible, even greater. 
Of the twelve magistrates, or consuls, ten died, and in the 
numerous monasteries scarcely one religious was spared. 
The Dominicans here were very numerous, numbering 
some 140 members, and of these seven only are said to 
have been ieit alive. J Simon de Covino, a doctor, of Paris, 
who probably v/icnessed the course of the disease :\t Mont- 
pcHier. wrote an account of his experiences in a poetical 
form in 1350. The moral of his verse is the same as Boc- 
-caccio's, and the chief interest lies in the fact that, like the 
Italian poet, Covino was an eye-witn'*ss of what he relates, 
whilsL his medical training makes his testimony as to the 
chief characteristics of the disease speciiilly important. 
The name he gives to the malady is the pestis inguiiiaria, 
or bubcnic plague of the Kast. He desciibes a burning 
pain, beginning under the arms, or «n the gioir, and ex- 
te:idin*j to the reijions of the heart. A mortal lever then 
spread to the vital parts ; tlie heart, lungs, and breathing 
passai;es were chiefly affected, the* strength fell quickly, 
aiid the person so stricken was unable to light any length 
of time against the poison. 

One very singular tfTect of tbe disease is noted by ihr. 
author : — ** The pestilence,'' he assert:-, '* stamped itself upon 

* ticTirtctis Rcbdoifctisis, Ibid.^ p. -560. Anoi!»cr account s^K'^ks t»t Mar- 
scillc-s r«ni liniiijj uftrrwards ilmost ** dcj»:«j)ulalci!," anJ of ** ihoi: rands dyin^f 
IP the iuljoinifij^ towns *' {ChrorJcon Ptti^:nsc, in Fonta ,eritm Ansiriacarum 
Scrfp:i/,ej, i, p. 39/;). 

t J. A&cruj, Iliitoin de Ic Factilte dt Velec':n6 dt Montfeilitr (Montpellier. 
i8()2), p. 184. 

^ Ah^'lxda, ui supra, y, 432. 



» V 



». V •■•*•- 



• • ^ • .UK - ■•»« ^ ^. wm .^. .tm ^ ,^. (««. MM ^ fT I I- I 



36 THE GREAT PESTILENCE. 

ihc entire population. Faces became pale, and the doom 
which threatened the people was marked upon their fore- 
h<ads.J It was only necessary to look into the countenances 
of men a.'id women to read there recorded the blow which 
was about to fall ; a marked pallor ;ii;nonnced the approach 
of the encmv, and before the fatal di<v the scmcnce of 
death was written unmistakably on the face of the victims. 
No climate appeared to have any effect upon the strange 
malady. It appeared to be stayed neither by heat nor cold. 
High and healthy situations were as much subject to it as 
damp and low places. It spre«id during the colder season 
uf winter as rapidly as in the neat of the summer montlis." 
About the contagious nature of the epidemic there 
could be no doubt. " It has been proved/' wrote Covino^ 
"that when it once entered a liouse scarcfly one 
of thc<<.- who dwelt in it escaped.*' The contagion 
vas so grrrat that one 'sick person, so to speak, would 
'* infeci t!ie whole world." ** A touch, even a breath, was 
KyfRcieut to transmit thp malady.'' Those wljo were obhged 
to rt^nder oidinarv assistance to the sick fellvittims. " It 
''i=«j'pen:*d ako that priests, those sacred pi*ysiciaur, of souls, 
uere seized by the plague whilst admi^•ist^Ting spiritual 
aid ; and often by a sinc»!e touch, or a single bieutli of the 
plagu«>5trirken, they peiished ev».-n before the sick person 
ihev had come to assist." Cloth(-s were jusllv icrari!f;d as 
Infected, and even the furniture of hou::es attacked was 
si'speeU'd. At Montpeilier. at the Ti^ie o" the visitation, 
ihe writer says there were more doctors than elsewhere, 
but hardly one escaped the inferlion, and this eveii -ilthougli 
it wai recognised that medical skill was of little or no 
avail. 

According to the experience of this Montpellicr doc^or 
the mortality was greatest among the poor, because their 
hard l:vt;s and their p'^xert} rendered them more suscep- 
tilde to the deadly infection, and their < cndition did not 
^nabl*T thrr.i to toiiibat !t witli th^: c\iavieis o\ v^itv-^s^ 
/*.;y-**^-<f/ Ly the UtiMo-do cU':v:cv. As lo \W *^v\ViVvV 5:R. 
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the mortality, he says **lhat tlic iniinbor of those swfi>t 
away was greater than, those h-lt alive; cities are now 
(:\e., 1350) depopulated, thousands of Iiouses are locked up, 
thousands stand with their doors wide open, their owners 
and those who dwelt in them having been swept away." 
LaL;tly, this writer bears lest'niony to thiT'bxinefiii'c-ffcct- 
tho scouro'CL h'lri upon tli a, P^iorrils of -lliosc-^viio- IvuU been 
^ipar'^id. Such visitations, he thinks, must always exercise 
the most lowerinjr influence upon the general virtue of the 
world."^ 

From Marseilles the epidemic quickly spread northwards 
up the Ri^one valley, and in a westerly direction through 
Languedoc. Ivlontpellier, too, quickly passed on the 
ipf'.clion. It commenced at Narbonne in the first week 
of i.jTtt, 134^-, and is said to have carried off 30,000 of 
ihc ^.'habitants. Indeed, so fearful was the visitation, 
xUv[ t;iif. ancvn*" city i^ reported never to liave recovered 
• lOin the dcciolntlon it cp.iised.t 

At A*-li-.'>, wh'cii \:v.s attacked very .ihortly lifter the 
disease h.id ^4.»::iod a footing or. French soil, most of lli'^ 
i'ihi;bilants D.Mislieci.t It rcnched Avignon as earlv a^ 
Januiiry, i.'v'r-- 1'^ ih'is city Pupe Clement VI., then in the 
siX'i voir oi his ooiiliilc'ife, I.ck'. his court. Berorc the 
ariiv«r'l 01 the dreadd vi.iU.nt v.as p':b:ic:y rc<*ogr.iscd 
s'/J v-:jix rciiirious of th.'^ <:r)nvcnt ol C'a;'ir.elilcs had been 
catTi«-d o!T, and in the first three days i,<>oo people are 
reported 10 h^ve (ii'/d. In tiie seven months dunng which 
lliL* sc(.»v:rge la^^ted liie vast roll of the dead in che ♦c^rriiory 
o- Avignon had raounted up to ] so, our? j^ersons, amongst 
w hr;Ti was llie fri.'nd Of P'^trarch, Laura dc Nove^;. who 
•!i«:ci on Go(k1 Friday, Marcli 271)1, ^348. § Even in 
JiPL'laiid at tjjc; time the excessive mortality at Avignon 

* 0>vji/.'.V ulu'ij .V til /»iViV i/t' L'llS. coiupoi^ p^tf 11.1 coultmpcrain m BibliC" 
/V\/j.v 'U VEcuU ats C-i.vt.s. le Sc'r., il, j»p. 20f-a43. 
t Mii:i!i», iii:^tM-c t'i ivv Vff ;-^!n t <t.), v, p. 139, 
iWjf/y, Pr.i»'rf ih la i'nti. K.ihi^ \\ 103. 
UdH^ Jt/a/Jt/:fi fitcinki, p.4Jt. 
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>ted and remarked upon. * Great numbers of 
e said lo have been carried off because of the 
iry conditions in v/hich tliey lived, and an equally 
: umber of Spaniards resident in the city, whose 
hy for good living rendered them most susceptible 

nfcttion.t 

cilarming mortality quickly caused a panic. **£.or 
Tor." writes an author of the Jives of the Popes nt 
ri, "took possession, of ncaily everyone, that as 
> the ulcCT-cr-JjoiL appeared on anyone he was 
I by zllf^no matter how nearly they inip^ht ^e 
lu. hiu). »For the father left his :(.n, the ho:\ his 
on his s»ck bed. In any house when a person 
sick wit'ii t!ie infirmity and dice it i>enei^ily 
:d lliat all others there were attacked and qi?i( k'y 
1 h.i.m to the grave; yea, even titv nVjiTial:- in the 
such as dogs, cats, cocks, and h.^ns also die<l. 
those who had strength fic^^ for t'»;:jr oT whi;t had 
pl.'ice, and, as a con>equence, niimy who might 
sc have recovered nerishe*! through w;inl ot i.art . 
too, who were seized uitli the thickness, being 
red certain to die and without any Lope C£ recovery, 
rried off at once to the pit and buried. And In ihis 
ny were buried alive." 
same writer notices the charitv of the V'oy)t^ 

m 

ferrible lime, in causing doctors to visit ann iitsii-; 
i ooor. "And since the ordinary cemeteries did 
Bee to hold the bodies of the dead, the Pope 
cd a large field and caused it to be consecrated as 
:ery where anyone might be buried. And here an 
number of people were then interred." J 

en, PolyckroHicon (eU. Uolls Sw-rirs), viii, p. 344. 

ich'in, OocuMiuts iiiidits sur la grandt pesU dt 134S (I'aris, i860), 

K, Vitj rapamm Arenionttt^h:m , i, p. 254. h\ a second Tifc oi 
'll. (p 2;4) it is said that vast |.irs wrre ilcif in tlis ^ubUc ctrncury» 
diaL* wcrt iwieU "^ut pccum j^Ttij.iiiiu.'' 
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The most important and particular account of 'the 
pestil'jnce at Avi;;non, liowevcr, is tliiit of a ci?rtain Canon 
of ilic. Low Countries, wlio wrote at the time Trom the citv 
to his frit.-nd^ «t\ JVu^es. lie was in the train of a Cardinal 
on a \'\'/\l to the Roman Cui-ia when the plai;u<! broke out. 
*' The c'isease.** he writes, '* is llireefold in its infection ; 
thai is to say, !iri;tly, men suffer in their luni^^s anil breath- 
injj, and whoever have these corrupted, or even slightly 
all.icked, cannot by any mcnns escap)e nor live bryond two 
days. Examinations liave been made by doctors in many 
cities of Italy, and also in Avignon, by orde^r of the f-'opc, 
in order to disco^'er the origin of tliis disease. Many dead 
bodies liave been tl\us opened and dissected, and it is found 
thar all who h.avc died thus suddenly ha^e had their hjngs 
infected and have spal bh>oii. 1 he contagious nature of 
Iho disease is indeed the m*ost terrible ol al! the terrors 
(o^ the timej, for when anyone who is infected by it dies, 
'dl who sec him in his sickness, or visit him, or do any 
bii.^ipt^ss with, him or even carrv him to ihe ijrave, (.'uickly 
fohov^' him thilher, PTid there is no known means of pro- 
tect io; » 

''There is another form of the sickness, however, at 
|>i(!sent rur.ning its course concurrently with ihe first ; 
tluit is. certain aposthumes aprear under both arms, and 
'••y ih -se ii]>o pvopiir quickly div\ A third form of the 
disease- -like the two formei, rur-nii^r^ its course at this 
same time with t}>em — is thr.t from whicii pepple of both 
sext:s T'lifter from aposthumes in ils'' t^rom. This, likewise, 
i*. quickly fatal. The sickness has already grown to such 
nronortioi,s that, from fear of coniaglon, mo doctor will 
visit a sick man, even ^l the invalid would gladly give him* 
everything he posses.'^ed ; neither dors a father visit his 
son, nor a mother iie*- daughter, nor a brother his brother, 
nor a son his father, nor a friend his friend, nor an 
.•acquaintance his acquaintance, nor, in fact, does anyone 
go -o another, no matter how closely he may he allied to 
?.'//ij by blood, unhsti ho is prepared lo die \v\iU V\\u\ or 
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y to follow after him. Still, a large number of per- 
ave died merely through their affection for others ; 
•y might have escaped had they not, moved by piety 
bristian charity, visited the sick at the time. 
) put the matter shortly, one-half, or more than a half, 

people at Avignon are already dead. Within the 
of the city there are now nioie than 7,000 houses \ 

up ; in these no one is living, and all who have 4 

ted them are departed ; the suburbs hardly contain 
iople at all. A field near 'Our Lady of Miracles' 
een bought by the Pupe and consecrated as a 
LTy. In this, from the 13th of March,* 11,000 i 

s have been buried. This number does not include i 

nterred in the cemetery of the hospital of St. Anthony, I 

itteries belonging to the religious bodies, and in the 1 

others which exist in Avignon. Nor must 1 be silent : 

the neighbouring parts, for at Marscill<;s all the gates 
; city, with the exception of two small ones, are now 
. for there four-fifths of the inhabitants are dead. 
10 like account I can give of all the cities and towns 
)vence. Already the sickness has crosssd the Rhone, 
vaged many cities and villages as far as Toulouse, 
ever increases in violence as it proceeds. -On account 
> great moitality there? is such a fear of cleat 1'. tiiat 
! dQ.^.c»t -dare—even to speak with .Miyonc wljose 
'^ 4Mic;-4i4»4i-bei*ause it is* f requt'TilfyTcnTarked' that in - , 
ly-wh45re one diiiSLDi'iirlyall the relations follow him, 
i Hscuinm p nIy bel i e v td ania i ig -thirpcople. Neither^ 
J sick now served by their kindred, c^xccpt as tlogs 

be ; food is put near the bed for ihem to eat and 

and then those still in health fly and leave the house. 

a man dies some rough countrymen, called gavoti\ 
to the house, and, after receiving a sufficiently large 
d, carry the corpse to the grave. Neither relatives nor 
s j;0 to 'he sick, nor do priests ':ven hear their con- 

: \\7.\tr H-f <r.-.J; ;.," ins WtiKv *M% Aj.rii 2;'h, f .: 'H, TO Vn.M v\.r. va\o\ 
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fessions nor ijive them the Sacraments ; but everyone whilst 
stil! in health looks after himself. It daily h.ippens that 
some rich man dying is borne to the i^rave by these ruffians 
without lights, and without a soul to follow him, except 
these hirod mourners. When a corpse is carried by all fly 
through the streets and j^et into their houses. Nor do these 
saiu wretched gavofi, strong as th,cy are, escape ; hut 
most of them after. a time become infected by this con- 
tagion and die. All the poor who wc^re wont to receive bread 
from (he rich are dead; that is to say, briefly, where daily 
in ordiiiary times there were distributed sixty-four measures 
of whoj^t for bread, fiftv loaves beinij made from each 
uicabbre, now only one measure is given away, and some- 
times 'even a half is found to be suflicient. 

** Anr{ it is said that altogeth(*r in three months — that is 
from January 25th to the present day (April 27th) — 62,000 
bodies havt* been buried in Avignon. The Pope, however, 
abc'ii. the middle ol March last past, after mature delibera- 
'ion, g'.ve plenary absolution till EasttM*, as far as the 
keys of the Church extended, to all those who. having 
con»( ssed and be^ng contrite, Fhould happen to die of the 
rickiuss. He ordered likewi«?e devout processions, singing 
I'le Litanies, to bo made on certain days each week, and to 
th jsf, It is said, people sometimes come trom the neighbour- 
ing distri<:ts to the number of 2,000 ; amongst ihcm many of 
i.>oth sexes are barefooted, some are in i-ackcloth, some with 
ashes, walking with tears and tearing their hair, and beat- 
ing themselves with scourges even to the drawing of blood. 
Tlv:: Pope was personally pre^ent at some of these pro- 
cessions, but tliey were th^'n Vithin the precincts of his 
j>a!ace. What will be the end, or whence all this has had 
its beginning, (lod alone knows. . . . 

" Seme wretched men have been caught with certain 

dust, and, whether justly or unjustly God only knows, 

they are accused of having [)olsoned the water, and men in 

fonr do not an.'ik the Wciter from wells ; ior iWa luatvy Wv^ 

Ir-ec^ burnt and daily are f/urnt. 
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** Fish, even s^a .fish^.js c omm onljr not eaten, as people* 
say they have been infected by_the bacTair:"" Moreover^ 
{Krcple do not ecil7~iiiOr even touch spices, which have not 
be^Ti kept, a year, since they fear they may have lately 
arrived in the aforesaid ships. And. indeed, it has many 
•.Irr.es been observed that those who have eaten these new 
*picesard even some kinds of sea fish have suddenly been 
tak'.-n ill. 

" I write this to you, my friends, that you may know the 
tlanger:; in which we live. ! And if you desire to preserve 
yourselves, the best advice is tu eal and drink temperately, 
to avoid cold, not to commit excess of any kind, and, above 
all, to converse little with others, at this time especially, 
except will* the feiii.whost» brcctlh-is sweet. But it W best to 
rcrfnain at Iiome until this epidemic has passed. ^, . . 

'* Know, also, that the l^ope has lately JeTt Avii;non, as is 

reported, and has pone to the castle called St<:lla, near 

Valence on the Rhone, two leagues ofT, to remain then; till 

times change. The Curia, however, preferred to remain at 

A\ignoii, (but) vacatlons'have been proc.lainuil till the feast 

of St. Michael. All the audiioia. advocate.:;, find ])ro- 

curaiois Lnve either leit, ir.iend to leave immedialelv, or 

are dead. I am in the hands of God, to whom I cor.Mncnd 

invs« If. Mv Piaster will follow the Pone, so ihev say, i.nd 

I with him. for there are some castles near the airy 

mountains where the mortality has not vet appeared, and 

it is ihouj^ht that the besi: chance is thi re. ''o <:!u;osi: c nd 

to do what is best may the Omnipotv^nt and m(!rcirMl God 

grant us all. Amen,'** 

From another source some corroboration of the mortalitv, 
debt Tibed by the writer of th.is letter, can be obtained* 
The 11,000, .^tated by the anonymous canon to have b«^en 
buried in the Pope's new cemetery from March j?ih to 
April 27th may appear excessive ; ^till more, the 62,000 
;ci/«jited Iw hav«: died in the three months between the 
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first outbreak, on January 25th, and the date when the 
letter was written. The statements of the writer are, how- 
ever, .so circumstantial and given with such detail, that, allow- 
ing for the tendency in all such catastrophes to exagge- 
rate rather than minimise the number of the victims, it is 
probable that liis estimate of the terribh* destri»ction ol life 
ai Avignon and in the neighbourhood is substantially 
accurate. Writing, as he does, on the Sund;iy after Kastc:, 
1J4S, hi^ evidently points to the time ol Lent as the pen'cd 
drring which the epidemic was at ils heigl>t. This is borne 
oni l>v a SL€''i**ment in a Gernuin < hronicio, which sa's : * I^ 
Venioe, in the whole of Italy and Prcvtrin.'j, ospeciiilly in 
cities on the sc.i-coasL, th(tredied countIt^^:i numbers. And 
at Avignnn, »vhere the Romrin Curia t''\ n was, v.\ tho first 
three days aft'T mid-Lent Sunday i^jii^o pi.ople were con» 
Tnit'jd io iu'ive been buried.*'"' -Mid-L'^n^ Sunday, in 13J.S, 
■ell ut;oii Miir-vli icih, rind, co?u.e':}i <:i\t^'. accordin^r to tl'.is 
aiithc^ritv, on the !'i:t day of M.irrh :ii»d <he liri-l t\vi» days 
of April the de:\lh-r.Uc was over 4 -/j i (I.iy. 

No'nccop.nt o^ the plagu*- :it A\ii;:^.>ii w'juld be co'irp^ctj 
v/ithout sornc notice of Gul oe ChauiuK., c.nd seme cp'Otii- 
lions {r'>n t!>e woik Ih* has leit to j)os'trity \»poT« this jiar- 
tieuiar oulbirak. l)e Cl:auli<ic was t!:'; n^edical •ut"!n!ar.t 
of Poj)e Clement VI. lie devc^tt'd Mies*. If to the service 
ot the sic); durinL' tl^e lime of the cpi/finic. and, ;:lLl:u«:f h 
lie himself caui>ht the inf'.'Ction, h*»s life was x)a[»p::\ .f»Tr-id 
lo ri-e service of others, and to enable Uhv. to wrlie ,10 
acc(?ii.it of tlie sickness. 'j'he niorlalilv. he s;?^ s, t:rMi. 
mer-ced i!) tlv: m«?nth of January, 13^0, and la^^Uid Wt i.hr 
space of seven months. " !t was ol two kinds ; the. fuse 
lasted two months, with constant fevt^r and l)iood-spilting, 
aiid of this people died in three days. 

** The scC(;nd laslecl for tl^e rest v)I t!)«: lime. In thi.«, 
together with constiint fv:ver, llure were txternal car- 
buncles, or buboes, under the arm o*^ .'n the groin, and the 

* Hnntcus HrbdotUuiif, in lit*^u«i';i, Iwiffc^. iv, \*, 5f»c». 
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disease ran its course in five days. The contagion was so 
great (especially when there was blood-spittihg) that not 
only by rfmaining (with the sick) but even by looking (at 
ihtrin) pcopl<^ seemed to take it ; so mucl: so, that many 
died without, any to serve them, and were buried without 
priests to pray over their graves. 

** A frJur did not visit his son, nor the son his father. 
Charity v. as dirn.d. The mortality was so great that it left 
hani'v a fourth part of the population. Even tiie doctors 
did nut Jari; ii>- visit ihe «ick from fear of iafv.ction. and 
\\h':n tlivry <!id visit them they attcmptrd notl\i:ig to heal 
th«*:n/ai.d tluis alinosr :ill tliosc who were takjn ill died, 
except u>wa;ds» ifce-end or the epidemic, when some fev/ 
.reuovcic'J." 

'* As for me, to avoid iTifainy, ! did not dare to absent 
my.vvrif, hut still I was in c(.'ntinual feax-." Towards ihe end 
of tlic >irkne3s de Cliauliac took the inforlion, and was in 
great d.i'iger for six weeks, but in the end recovered.'^ 

1 1 '..as according to tiie advice of U>is same Gui de 
C'l^-uIiuL {hex Pope Clement VI. isokUed hiinsclf arid kepi 
I'lr;;.' -.f-is r.Kvays alight in his apart nie'.is. jiir.t as Poj.e 
?\i«;lKi!'i-i !V. had don^* in a prv^ious cpidcinic. !n the 
whole district of Provence the morlalit}' :'.pi.j'jarG to luive 
betMi v.^ry great.' In tiic I-ent of 13.;^ no fcwei than 35<S 
D-.iin'nic.'iUS ari- sr.itl to iv.wc d'lrd.t '-vcn bv lb*, close of 
tlur NiiVtr.iber of fi-.i.-* vear the terror of ihe time had 
not p:tss«:d av.ay lr:»iv. A\iL|;i^oi: and the P.ipal Court. 
V/ri^Im; 10 King Louis of Hungary, on the J^rtl of that 
nicnOi. the Pope excused hlm.s.rlf for not having sent 
before, ** iis the deadly plague, \^hich has di^vastalod theje 
and oiijrT parts of the world by an unknown and I'jrrible 
Doilniiiy, has not only, by God's will, carri^id o.T some of 
cur brethren, but caused others to tly from the Koman 
Curia to. avoid death.''$ 

* '.'..Claih, '.'*l'.l/r.? /i7f/tti\j, pp. .^1.^14. 

* .'f../.'.t;, /// . •;> / 7:.'- JuX I!!., p. \y,. 
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In the early summer of the same year, 134S, just as the 
plague was lessening its ravages at Avignon, the Pope 
addressed a letter to the General Chapter of the Friars 
Minor then being held at Verona. He lanients the misery 
into which the world has been phingf!d, chiefly " by the 
mortal sickness which is carrvinir off from us old and 
young, rich and poor, in one common, sudden and untore- 
seen death." He urges them to unite in prayer that the 
plague may cease, and grants special indulgences '* to such 
among you as, during this Chapter, or whilst returning to 
vour homes, may chance to die/'^ Of these Franciscans 
it is said that, in Itai)' alone, 3(>;OOo died in this 
sickness. 

From its first entry into France in the early days of 
1348, the plague was ever spreading far and wide. Tlie 
letter from Avignon, already given, speaks of the ravages 
of the mortality in tlie whole of Provence, and of its 
having, before the end of April, reached Toulouse on its 
journey westward. In the August of this year ('3-1 8) 
i^ordeaux was apparently suffering from it, since in' that 
month the Princess Joan, daughter of Edward III., who was 
on I)er way to be married to Pedro,* son of the Kinji of 
Castillo, died suddenly in that city. 

\v a northerly direction the epidemic spread with equal 
virulence. At Lyons evidence ol the pestilence is afforded 
by an ini^cription preserved in the town museum. It relates 
to the consirijctionof a chapel in 1352 by a citizen, "Michael 
l^incsus," in v/hlcli Alasr^ should be said for the souls of 
several members of his family "who died in the time of the 
mortality, I3.;8."t The anonymous cleric of Bruges, who 
preservird the Avignon letter, writing probably at the time, 
ilives the iol!owin»r account of its proo;ress : " In the vcar 
of our Lord 134S, that plague, epidemic, and mortality, 
which we have mentioned before, bv the will of God has 

* Wadiliriji, AfiMsies Alworiim, viii, p. z$ (c<!. 1723). 
t Olivier t!e la lUyr, Vo'rmc ivr la gtamt: paU dc 1H8, Introduction par 
G, Guijpn', p, xviii, n**U. 
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not Ceased ; but from day to day grows and descends upon 
oihcr parts. For in Burgundy, Normandy, and elsewhere 
it has consumed, and is consuming, many thousands of men, 
animals, and sheep."* 

It arrived in Normandy probably about the feast of St. 
James (July 25ih), 1348. A contemporary note in a manu- 
script, which certainly came from the Abbey of Foucarmont, 
gives the following account: " In the year of grace 1348, 
about the feast of St. James, the great mortality entered 
into Normandy. And it came into Gascony, and Poitou, 
and Brittany, and then passed into Picardy. And it was 
so horrible that in the towns it attacked more than two- 
thirds of the population died. And a father did not dare 
to go and visit his son, nor a brother his sister, and people 
could not be found 10 nurse one another, because, when 
the pv;rson breathed the breath of another he could not 
escape. It came to sucli a pass that no one could be 
lo'.ind even to carry the corpses (to the tomb). People 
sa»d that the end of the world had comc/'t In another 
manuscript, M. Delislc has found a further note, or portion 
oi a r.ote, referring to the terrible nature of the malady in 
Normandy. It never entered a city or town without carry- 
ing off the greater jjart of the inhabitants. *'And in that 
time the mortality was so great among the people of Nor- 
mandy that ihose in Picardy mocked them.'* J 

Paris was, of course, visited by the disease. Apparently, 
it was some time in the early summer of 1348 when it first 
manifested itself. In the chronicle of Si. Denis it is re- 
corded that " in the year of grace 1348 the said mortality 
commenced in the Kingdom of France and lasted about a 
year and a half, more or less. In this way there died in 
Paris, one day with another, 800 persons. ... In the 
space of the said year and a half, as some declare, the 
number of the dead in Paris rose to more than 50,000, and 

♦ /.,.'. line the in^c .'iJ.r.j, l.'y «;r.i>hcL. 
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in the town of St. Denis the number was as high as 
16,000."* The chronicle of the Carmelites at Rheims 
places the total of deaths in Paris at the larger number 
of 8o,ooo,t amongst whom were two Queens, Joan 
of Navarre, daugJiter of Louis X., and Joan of Burgundy, 
wife of King Philip of Valois. 

The most circumstantia! ncocunt of the plague in France 
at the time when the capital was attacked is given in the 
continuation of the chronicle ot vV'ilham of Nangis, which 
was written probably before 136S. ** In the same year" 
{134S), it says, "both »n Paris in the kingdom of France, 
and not less, as is reported, in different parts of the world, 
and also in the following year, there whs so great a 
mortality of people of both sexes, and of the young rather 
than the old, that they could hardly be buried. Further 
they were ill scarcely more than iwo or three days, and 
some often died suddenly, so that a man to-day in good 
health, to-morrov/ was carried a corpse to the <2:rave. 
Lumps suddenly appeared under the arm-pits or in the 
groin, and the appearance of the^e was an infallible sign 
of d'eath. This sickness, or pestilence, was called by the 
doctors the epidemic. And tiie multitude of people v.'ho 
died in the years 1348 and 13.19, was so large that 
nothing like it was ever heard, icad of, or witnessed in 
past ages. And the said death and sickness ofien sprung 
from the imagination, or from the society and (consequent) 
cuntagion of another, for a healthy man visiting one sick 
hardly ever escaped death. So that in many towns, small 
and great, priests retired through fr*ar, leavin.g the adminis- 
tration of the Sacraments to religious, who were more 
bold. Briefly, in many places, there did not remain two 
alive out of every twenty. 

*' So great was the mortality in the Hotel-Dieu of Paris 
that for a lorg time more than fifty corpses were carried 



* H. Martin, Ilistoire ic Vrana, v, ^. \ii« 
t Mariot, Hutoin At VHU dt Kcims.\H,v ^^ 
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away from it each day in carts to be buried.* And the 
devout sisters of the Hotel-Dieu, not fearing death, worked 
piously and humbly, not out of regard for any worldly 
honour. A great number of these said sisters were very 
frequently summoned to their reward by death, and rest in 
peace with Christ, as is piously believed." 

After saying that the plague had passed through Gascony 
and Spain, the chronicler speaks of it as going ** from town 
to town, village to village, from house to house, and even 
from person to person ; and coming into the country of 
i-'rance, passed into Germany, where, however, it was less 
^cvere than aniongst us." 

" Ii lasted in France." the writer says. ** the greater part 
of 1348 and 1349, and afterwards there were to be seen 
many towns, country places, and houses in good cities 
remaining empty and without inhabitants.'' 

The writer concludes by declaring that nature soon 
began to make up for looses. " But, alas ! the world by 
this renovation is not changed for the bclter.\ For people 
v/ere afterwards more avaricious and grasping, even when 
ihey possessed more of the goods of this world, than 
before. They were more covetous, vexing themselves by 
contentious quarrels, .strifes, and law suits." Moreover, all 
things were much dearer; furniture, food, merchandise, 
of all sort'^ doubled in price, and servants would work only 
for higher wages. ** Charity, too, from t»at time began to 
grow cold, and wickedness with its attendant, ignorance, 
was rampant, and few were found who could or would 
. teach children the rudiments of grammar in houses, cities, 
^ or villages."t -V 

* AH c«>pics of this chronicle give " qHingente,** and it has usually been stated 
that tl:e numbrr su buried each day was 500. M. Geraud, who edited the work 
for the Sinrieir de IMliktoire de France, snjj^j^ests that it is a mistake for 50, and 
q«Mitc5lwo MSS., in w;>ich in the margin th': following note is found : " L corp.^ 
par jour a rHostcUDicu de Paiis.*' As this reading is mere probable it has been 
ado)«tcd rfbo%e. 

t Cs-ntinuAtio Circnici GniUclKii tfi Nangiaco, id, pour la Soci^te de I'Hislnire 
#.V Frarcc $*ur U, (ic'rauit, ii, yiu li I ^a 17. 
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Whilst ibe plague was at its hciijht Kin^ Philip VI. 
requested the medical lamlty of Paris to consult together 
and t) report ui)on liie bcbt methods by which the deadly 
nature of the disease rouM be combated. Tht; result of 
their consuhation was published, probably in June, 1348.* 
Unfortunately, adherip.i; closely to the lext of the question 
addre.^sed ' to them, rheir reply does not turnisli any 
historical details. They broadly slate their views as to the 
probable orii^in of the epidemic, and confine themselves to 
suggestions as to its treatnient, and to the means by which 
contagion is to be avoided. They are clear as to the 
infectious nature of the disease, and earnest in their rec-.in- 
nK'n^'uitions that all who were able should have nothing to 
do with the sick. " It is chiclly the people of one house, 
and above cdl those of the same family, who are close 
together," they say, "who die, for they are always near to 
tiio>'.* wiio are sick. We advise tliem to depart, for it is in 
til is way that a great number have been infected by the 

plague/'t 

Meanwhile the epidemic was spreading northward. At 
Amiens, where 17,000 are said to h.ive been carried of? by 
th<: 'sickness, it seems probable that the malady was not 
at its height before the summer of the folio vving year, 
1349. '• lie wave of pc>tilence from ^*aris seems to 
ha^e divided. One stream swept on tl;i'ough Normandy 
toward*? the coast, which it probably reached, in the regions 
round Calais, about July or August cf the year 134S. ITie 
other stream, checked probably by the autumn and winter, 
madti its way mere sit) v^ly towards l>el»4ium and Holland. 

In tlie JuiiC of 1349 the King granted a petition from the 
Mayor of Amiens for a new cemetery. In the document 
the plague in the city is described as having been then so 
tenible that the cemeteiio are full, and no more corpses 
cnidd sarvi) be buried in tiiem. '* Tlie mo^'talitv in the said 
town," sa}s the King's letter- "is so marvellously great 

* tlicv s|u"ik !ii the document vl " the 17th «f the cniuinf; month of July," 
f .thchoti, jKvi/ffu*'ts iin/tis iut' la Vau Nviu. y. i*. 



" • ~~ --^ I i*i* l i» " ii iiii m ■ ■ rli i i i ■ I , 



mJ^'mmmit^ « 



• Ihiftry, HciuiU da yiorMUicnii itti'diis lU VllhUin du Tiers H^f/, i, p» 
544- 






50 THE GREAT PESTILENCE. 

that people are dying there suddenly, as quickly, as from 

one evening to the following morning, and often even 

quicker than that/'* This was in June, 1349, and already • 

by September of the same year the authorities were called 

upon to deal with a combination of workmen at a tannery 

t'j secure for themselves excessive wages *' to th».' great • 

huit of the people at large/' The promptness of -.he 

action of the Mayor, and the tone of the proclamation 

establishing a rate of wages, is a sufficient proof that 

the crisis was regarded as serious.f This trouble at 

Amiens is <in indication of difficulties which will be seen to 

have existed elsewhere in France, in Germany, and in 

England, which had their origin in the dearth of labourersv 

after the .scourge had passed. 

llie account of the ravages of this great pestilence in 
France, as well as itj> course in the city of Tournay, where 
it conMnenced in August, 1349, is well given in the chronicle 
ot Gilles Li Muisis, Abbot of St. Martin's, Tournay, who I 

v.*as a contemporary of the events he ocscribes. '* It is * 

impossible," he says^ " to credit the mortality throughout I 

the whole country. Travellers, merchants, pilgrims, and 
ethers who have passed through it declare that they have 
lOuTid cattle wandering without herdsmen in fields, towns, j 

and watte lands ; t!i;it they have seen barns and wine-cellar*; ' 

standing wide open, houses empty, and few people to 
be found anywhere. So much so that in many towns, cities j 

and villages, where there had been before 20,000 people, ' 

scarcely 2,000 are left; and in many cities and country 
places, where there had been 1,500 people, hardly loo I 

remain. And in many different lands (multts climatihusj^ 
both lands and fields arc lying uncultivated. 1 have heard i 

these things from a certain knlglit well skilled in the law, j 

who was one ol the members ot the Paris Parliament. He 
was sent, together with a certain Bishop, by Philip, the most 
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illustrious King of France, to the King of Aragon, and on 
his return journey passed through Avignon. Both ther« 
and in Paris, as he told me, he was informed of the fore- 
said things by many people worthy of credit/' 

After speaking of the evidence given by a pilgrim to 
Santiago, Li Muisis proceeds to relate his own experienccj 
in Toiirnay in the summer of 1349. This he does in verse 
anil prose. The poem, after speaking of the manifesta- 
tion of God's anger, describes the plague beginning in 
the East and passing through France into Flanders. Like 
other writers, Li Muisis declares that he hesitati^s to sav 
wliat he has seen and heard, because posterity will hardly 
credit what he would relate.*^ The reports of all travellers 
and merchants as to the terrible state of the country 
generally give one and the same sad story of universal 
death and distress. The particulars as to the plague in 
Tournay, the writer's own city, may best be given from 
his prose account. 

John do Pratis, the P.ishop of Tournay, was one of the 
lirsi to be carried of! by the sirhncss. He had gene awav 
for change of air, and on Corpus Chrlsti Uay, Juno nth, 
J 340, he carried thi:: blessed .Sicran^.cnt in th^- procession 
at Arras. He left ihat cil v tht* liext dav lor (raml^rav, hwl 
'.lico the 'Jay after almost Mi<!fieniy.t He was buried at 
Tournay; and *• time pa^J;t'd on,'' says our author, to the 
be;.M!Hi;ng of August, up to wide!) no other person of 
aul}u"»»"ity dird in Tournay. r3ut after the feast of St. John 
the plague began iii the parisli of St. Piat, in the quarter 
oT Merdenchor, and afterwards in ether parishes. Every 
(1:\\ lli't bodies of tiie dead were borne to the churches, 
ujw (iv«:, now ten, now liftren, and in tlie parish of Si. 
Bri'je sometimes twenty or thirty. In all parish churches 
the curates, parish clerks, and sextons to get their fees, 

♦ *• Ccrtc iiicctc \\\t\to 
f Cams, Sfi,rsLji:iCop.^ri04, jri„r? 131^1 Jiin% i:;^^),^* v\« 0.a> a W cr*Vix. 
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rang iroming, evening, and night the passing bells, and by 
lliis the whole people of the city, both men and women, 
bti^an to be filled with fear. 

The officials of the town consequently seeing that the 
lie^n and Chapter, and the clerics generally, did not care 
to remedy this matter, since it was in their interest it should 
jjo on, as they made profit out of it, having taken counsel 
togcthrr, issued certain orders. Men and women who, 
although not married, wt re living together as man and wife, 
wfTi^ commanded either to marry or forthwith to separate. 
Tlic bodies of the dead were to be buried immediatelv in 
grav*-s at least six feet deep. There was to be no tolling 
of ?ny bell at funerals. The corpse was not to be taken to 
t!ie (rhurch, but at the semce only a pall was to be spread 
\>'9\ the grr»und, whilst after thr service lliere was to lie no 
j;at5)rrinr; tojjrllurr at tlic hi)usfs of tlic (htrcNiscd. Further, 
all work after noon on Saturdays and d»jring the entire 
Sunday was prohibited, as also was the playing of dice and 
making use of profane oaths. 

Tliese ordinances havincf lasted for a timir, and the sick- 
ness ist'll further increasing, it was proclaimed on St. 
Matthew's Day (Sc:|)tenibcr 24th) that there should be no 
more ringing of bells, that not more than two were to meet 
i«>r any funeral service, and that no one was to dress in 
blr«ck. 'I his anion of the c ity authorities, the writer 
declares to have been most bcii»:fici<il. In his own know- 
ledge, he says, many who had hitherto been living in a 
s,latp of concubinage were married, that the practice of 
bv.earing notably diminished, ami that dice were .so little 
used that the manufactureis turned ** the stjuare-shaped 
<i:ee " into •* round objects on which pe<iple told theii 
Pater NostersJ' 

I have tried, says our author, to write what I know, •• and 
let future generations believe that in Tournay there was a 
marvellous mortality. I heard from many ^bout Christmas 
lime who protvssed to know it as a fact that mor«*. lU^sx 
ri^ooo ptrsoiifi hud f/ic#/ in Tournay, u:>0 \v was ^\.c;jLtv^'G 
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thai, the mortality was especially great amon<j the chlA 

people and the rich. Of tliof.e who used wine and kept :j\vay 

from the tainted air and visiting «.he sick few t»r nonu dictl. 

Rut those visiting and liecjiienlini:^ the houses M the sick 

cither became grievously ill or died. Deaths were more 

iU!!nc»roi!S about the niarkc t places arnl i^ poor narrow strorls 

< h':i\ in b»o;icler rmd more sj):* ..iv^us ar<-:is. And wheiu'v^r one 

or t'vo [)ecpi(! dietl in c^ny i.ol;^•.•. ,-^1 ci.ro, or .r- icii;»l in a siiort 

space; in time*, llio rest of liic hoiiseh.old were carried off. 

So much sf», I hat very oft.Mi in c-ne hoir.e len or mor^^ 

cndi.'d their lives toiTother, and in manv houses the do«j:s> 

;ind even cats died. Hence no on..-, v.'!:;^thcr rich, in 

n.o'!erate circumstances, o* |,!.)or, wm s-.^cvk?, but everyone 

fr^»in nav io dav waite*! ^»n i\\v, will ol the T.^id. And 

etrrtainiv {•re.'it was the numb\.r of cuinrfs a-vd ch:M)Ia!ns 

heaiin^^ confessions and adminisltning the Sacrann7n«s, aiul 

even of parish chirks visiting the sicl: witU them, who 

dled.'^ 

ill tiic parishes across ih'. river, the morably \.as as 
;jrcrj; as ir Tournav itself. Althouf^h death as a rule came 
SO .-suddenly, still the people for the most part were able to 
receive the Sacraments. Tlie rapiditv ot the diseasir. 
reri>:irke'i u])On by Petrarch anil Uuccaccio in Italy, is also 
spok;..p. ol ir. the sainc terms by ll:c Aib)! of St. Martin's 
l\-oj»le tl'at one liad se^!! apparently well and had spotcn 
to o!ic evening were re])oricd Al-mI r.v\t day. He 
SiHcially remarks up.>n the mortality among the clergv 
visitiiig the sick,* and speaks oi the < reation of two new 
cemeteries outside the walls of the town. One was in a 
f?e!tl n«ar the Leper House y)r JV/A;, the other at lh<! 
religious Iiouse of ih.e Cruich^^d Friars. Strange to say Li 
Muisis t-peaks of ihe disfavour with which this necessary 
precaution of establishin^j new grave-yards was regarded. 
P«:ople, he says, grumbled because they were no iong<:r 

* *• Quiii uf socciitoiibKH 
/n f. r mc- * \ j*Ua ntibus 
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allowed to be buried in their own family vaults. The town 
authorities, however, were firm, and as the pestilence in- 
creased deep pits were dug in these two common burying 
places, and into them numbers of bodies were constantly 
being thrown and covered up with a slight layer of earth.* 

It has been supposed by many that the accounts given 
by contemporary writers of the excessive mortality 
throughout the countries of Europe must be greatly 
exaggerated, and that the population in the middle of the 
fourteenth century was not sufliciently large to allow of 
the number of deaths. On the one hand it is evident that 
in the majority of cases the round figures stated can be ut 
most nothing more than a rough approximation of the 
ai'tual deaths, and that the natural tendency of those who 
have witnessed a catastrophe as great and as universal as 
that of the plague of 1348 and subsecjucnt yi^ars, is to 
magnify, r.ither than to diminish, the disister. On the 
oilurr hnnd, whilst allowing that in most cases the actual 
figures are little more than guesses at the Iruth, .ind can 
only be taken' as evidence of the belief uf the age in the 
magnitude of the mortality, it must be admitted that Italy, 
France, and other countries of Europe were at the time 
more teeming with population than is peihaps usually 
understood!. 

M. Simeon Luce has made a special study of the condi- 
tiohs of French popular life at this period,t and the con- 
clusions at which he has arrived may be here usefully 
.stated in brief. It has been proved by the labours of 
French antiquaries that the general population of France 
before the great pestilence of 1 348-1 349, and the hundred 
years' war with England, was equal to what it is in the 
present century. Numerous villages were scattered over 
the face of the country, every trace of which has now 
• disappeared. The houses, or rather huts, in which the 

• Ckrcnu-an majwt Mgidi: Li Muisis, abbalis Sti. Mauim Taniawnsis, va Oc 
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population of rural France lived were very seldom 
framed of any kind of masonry, but were for the most part 
merely four mud, or clay, walls, and sometimes wicker- 
work lined, and the interstices filled in, with hay and straw. 
As a rule there was but one storey, although some, chiefly 
taverns and^ places of that class, had an upper floor. The 
roof was thatched or covered with wood or stone; windows 
were the exception, and where they did exist they were 
mere slits in the clay walls closed with wooden shutters. 
Even the coarse, opaque glass then made was beyond the 
means of the ordinary peasant and farmer, whilst just 
about this time even a rich bourgeois of Paris recom- 
mended the filling of windows with waxen cloth or parch- 
ment. The doors were fastened with wooden latches, and 
over them, according to the gen^Tal arranj^enurnt, a shutter 
of wooil was fixed whit h was grni'rally Irfl open for air, 
ligh.t, and to allow the smoke of the brushwood fire to pass 
out of the living room. It will be readily understood how 
the condition of lift: in houses such as tliese would not be 
such as to put much obstacle to ihe spread of an epidemic 
in ihc rural districts; whilst if such tenements were vacant 
even for a short time they would readily fall into decay and 
would present the spectacle of ruin and desolation spoken 
of by so many writers ot the period as caused by the great 
pestlKtnce. 

The furniture of these houses was simple, but very much 
whiit it is now in small country houses. The invemtories 
of tlie period show that most houses had vessels of copper, 
tin and glass, and that there were icw who did not possess 
some articles of silver. The ptrople for the most part lived 
on a soup of bread and meal ; hut even by the fourteenth 
C'-nhiry white bread was by no means unknown. The 
principal meat was pork fed in the forests, but most 
cottages possessed a spit upon whicli fowls, previously 
larded, were occasionally roasted. Of condiments, mustard 
H'^is ihe chief, and it was much, U t\o\. umvMis^.^W,used. 
/Svcn in tin: humhlesl houses a c\ol\\ woxiVA \>c %\^t^:iA t^x\ 
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the laWe at meals. For drink there was the wine of the 
country, and in Normandy cider was plentiful. With the 
drink, especially in taverns, which were exceedingly 
numerous, a little ginger would generally be mixed. In 
dress fur 01' various kinds was much used, and, by the time 
of this pestilence, in France the use of the linen shirt as an 
iindcrjj.'irinent had become almost univei>'al. The sleeping 
places were dark, airless recesses, in which the people, 
having diverted themselves of all clothing, rested Ujion 
straw mattresses, or sometimes on feather beds. Contrary 
to ti»v* opinion entertained by persons or repute theie is 
#5vidcncc to show that batliing was common and much 
used especially among the lower cl.isses, and that even 
aimali villages had their public bath placi^s. 

This sketch of the epidemic in these rcq;ions may be con- 
cluded by one or two instances of the agrarian dilhcuitles 
wilich followed upon it. On August 16th, J 349, the Emperor 
Cliarlt.'s !V. issued an order to the tenants of the Abbey of 
St. Trond, in the diocese of LiC^ge, to reUiin to their 
obedience. The document says that the holders of the 
Abbey lands and other dcpondcits are now demanding 
their own terms and claiming liberty to do wha<. they like, 
with the result that the Abbot and monastery are so 
di**tr(*ssed in temporal matters that absolute ruin is impend- 
ing.'*^ The second instance is that of the Abbey ol Ht. 
Johr* at I^u)n. A document, addressed by the Krenoh 
King Charles to the Abbot and convent, says that the 
monastery is so decayed in revenues «l»at it is impossible 
to keep up the fitting and proper services of the Church, 
And although the letter was not written till nearly the 
close of the century — 1392-3 — the canse asr.igned f(»r this 
poverty and decay is ''the great mortality which took place 
about the year 1349/* by which the Liihes and other 
revenues were destroyed. 

And to quote but one more example : *^ On 5th July, 

^ Her, CartiiUir^ di i'aliMtye Jr 5amf-Trc.Fi, I, 50-;. 
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i35-> relief was granted to the inhabitants of tl)e town of 
Arras because bv reason of the wars, and because of the 
mortality wliich has been universal in the world, the said 
city is so greatly decayed,' both as to buildings and people, 
as also in revenues and temporal j;oods, that it is on the 
high road to (absolute) desolation."* 

* [.(c)iiicr, Das fffosse SurUr •;. Dcutschla'td. p. oj;. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE PLAGUE IN OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRrES. 

■ 

In following the great pestilence through Europe, ac- 
cording to the historical sequence of evenli>, its course 
in England should be now described. Inasmuch, howev»ir, 
as the story of the ravages caused by the disease in Enj^Iand 
vriilbetold in greater detail, it may conveniently be. left rill' 
the last. Here a brief account may be interposed oi ti»e 
mortality in other European countries, althouj^h it will take 
the reader to the year 1351. 

From Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica the plague wascarrit^d 
to tlir Balearic Islands. The three streams of inf'clion 
^^ with destructive force at Majorca. The l.istorian 
Zurila declares that in loss than a month 15,000 p«;rsons 
^<1 perished on the island. Anothfr writer estimates 
the total loss of life during the opiderp.ic r.t doulile that 
number, and some ancient records hav<* been (|uotocl as 
stutjng that in the island eight out of every tt n people must 
Wcdied, a proportion, of course, exaggerated, but suPi- 
ti'-Tit to shew local tradition as to the extent of the mis- 
icrtune. In the monasteries and convents, nccording to 
this authority, not one religious was left; and the Domini- 
cans are said to have been obliged to recruit their numbers 
*>>' enrolling quite young children.* 

Tlie scourge fell uj)on Spain in the early j>art of the 
y^^T 1348. It is supposed to have first appeared at Almeira, 
ai^d in Barcelona whole quarters of the city were dcjjopu- 
lated and rendered desolate by it. In May. 1348, it was 
already raging in Valencia, and by midsummer 300 persons 
a day arc reported to have been buried in t\\e c\\.^. KV 

* PbUlippe, Histcirs di U PesU Nnir:, y, i;^. 
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Saragossa, where Pedro IV. then wa^, the malady was at it.*- 
height in September. The people here, as elsewhere, be- 
came hardened, and charity died out in the presence of the 
terrors of death. They fled from the sick, leaving them to 
die alone, and abandoned the corpses of the dead in the 
streets. Most of the cities and villages of Spain suffered 
more or less severely, and the sickness appears to have 
lingered longer here than in mo.-»t other countries. The 
new Queen of Aragon had been one of the earliest 
victims; Alphunsus XI. was one of the last. In March, 
1350, he was laying siege to Gibraltar, when the plague 
h»*oke out suddenly with great violence amongst his troops. 
He refused to retire, as his officers desired him to do, and 
toll a victim to the epidemic on Good Friday, March 26th, 

1350.* 

An interesting account of Northern Spain during the 
plague is given in the chronicle of !-i Muisii^, Abbot of St. 
Martin's, Tournay, from which much was cited in the pre- 
vious chapter. The writer s;:ys that he learnt the details 
frorn "a pilgrim, wlio, in gi'ing to St. James' (of Compo- 
btellr.), passed by Notre Dame ik: Roc Amadorrt and by 
Toulouse, because by reason of the wars lie could not travei 
the usea! way." This pilgrim, to Coiiiposteila, in the middle 
ol lli'j 14th century, would consequently have crossed the 
Pyrenees by oiu: of ti;e passes into Xavarrc, and so travelled 
;«long Hu* noith of Spain to Santiago. Having performed 
his pUgrlfua?^;;:, Li Muisis informs us that he returned 
ihrcmgh Ga!i\.ia, and * with his com])an:on, reached a town 
naniod Salvaterra," probably the i>lace now called .Salva- 
ti«*rni, situ.'ited below the Pyrenees, and just aljovc the 
Si<!rra de la iVna. J his lown, as tlu traveller reported, 
" was so depopulated by t'le mortality liiyl not one person 
out ol ten had been left al:v( . 'I lie city itself was fairly 
!arg<.. The said pilgrim related," says Li Mui.sis, ''that 
after suppin*,; with the host (who, with two daughters and 

^ UtJ., p,3. 5^ 56. 
t lliis was A ;»;.ici- U pnjjriinaj.! otk lUc Ama«Vou<»%«^ \!it U'^mttxi^NnM. 
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one servant, had alone so far survived )t his entire family, 
and who was not then conbcious of any i ^kness upon him), 
he s< Itlcd with him for his entcrtainmei.f.. 'ntcnding to start 
tjn his journey at daybreak, and wont to h d. Next morning 
rising and wanting something from thos » with whom tncy 
had supped, the travellers could make n<. une hear. Then 
ihey learnt from an old woman they found in bed that the 
host, his two daughters, and servant had c'itrd in the niglit. 
On hearing this the pilgrims made all lu s e to leave the 

piace. * 

From North Italy the pestilence soon spread to the 
country across the Adriatic, if indeed it I ad not already 
been inff'cted independently, as scorns moi f than probable, 
by ships from the East. The port of Ragul^:l, in Dalmatia, 
is said to have been attacked as early as Jainiary I3lh, 13 [8, 
and more than 7,000 are reported as ha\iig been swept 
•iway by it. A letter sent in April to the authorities '* con- 
doles v.ith them on the terrible mortali /, by which the 
pop"l;Ltion had been sogr'.'atly diminished.'t At Spaialro, 
on ^.-arcli 22nd, 1348, the Archbishop Do ninic de Luearis 
(bed of the disease, and it is known to hav« raged for some 
months in the city. An anonymous chroiiijier of Spalatro 
in the 15th century, who professed to take: his account of 
this period from ancient records, d(rclare.^ that it is im- 
possibl;* to picture ** the terrors and miseries of these un- 
happy days.'* To add to the horror of the situation, as he 
declares, wolves and other wild animals came down from 
the mountains and ft 1! upon the plague-stricken city and 
hoitlly attacked the sur\*ivors. The same writer notes the 
rapidity with which ihr liisease carried off those it attacked. 
According to him, when swellings or carbunclcb appeared 
on any part of the body all hope of Stiving the life of the 
patient was abandoned. As a rule, those stricken in this 
way died in three or at most four days, and so great v/as 
the general mortality that bodies were lelt lying unburied 

* C!ii.'»t.\'jH m.i;::% sl'^iiiti Li Mui.^'^^ si, i^a. 
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in the streets because there were none to carry them to the 
f^rave.* 

Further north again, Sebenico, through intercourse with 
whirh, very possibly, the plague was carried Into Kungarj', 
was attacked in the spring of the same year, 1348. By the 
8th of May the Count of Sebenico had written a descrip- 
tion of the wretched condition and state of the city, by 
reason of the great mortality in those parts, through which 
it had been left ahnost without inhabitants.f Istria, on 
August 27th, 1348, was declared in a Venetian State paper 
to have suffered greatly. The people left, especially in 
the city of Pola, were very few, so many having been 
swept away " by the late pestilence." % 

From Venice the epidemic spread northwards into 
Austria and Hungarj'. Attacking on its way Padua and 
Verona, it passed up the valley of the Etsch and was 
already at Trent on June 2nd, 1348. Thence it spread 
quickly through Botzen up the Brenner Pass, in the 
Tyrolese Alps, and was at Muhldorf on the Inn, in Bavaria 
on Juno 29th, 1348. § Here it seems to hp.ve lasted for a 
considerable tiuie. One chronicler, writing of the subse- 
quent year, 1349, says *' that Irom the feast of St. Michael, 
1348, there perished in Muhldorf 1,400 of the better class 
oi inhabitants."!! Another, speaking of the plague gener- 
ally, says "that it raged r,o terribly in Carinthia, Austria, 
and Bavaria that many citi»*s were depopulated, and in 
some towns which it visited many familes were destroyed 
so completely that not a member was found to have sur- 
vived."^ 

In November* of the same year, 1348, the epidemic is 
found in Sty»*ia, at Neuberg, in the valley of the Miirz. 

* r.irlati, Illyruum Sanum, iii, p. ,^24.. 
t Lcchncr, ut sup.^ p. 32. 
: Jbid. 

|! A^iffdrs Matucnies in Mqh. G^rw., ix, 829. 
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The Neubcrg Chronicle, giving an account of it, saysr, 
•' Since this deadly pestilence raged everywhere, cities 
became desolate which up to this had been populous. Their 
inhabitants were swept off in such numbers that such as 
were left, with closed gates, strenuously watched that no 
one should steal the property of those departed." After 
speaking oi Venice, it contin^ies, '* The pest in its v/ander- 
ings came to Carinthia, and then .so completely took 
possession of Styria, that people, rendered despcratC; 
walked about as if mad." 

•' Fiom so many sick pestilential odours proceeded, 
Inff'cJng tliose visiting and serving tlicm, and vcvy fre- 
quently it happened that wlien one died in a house all, one 
after the other, were carried off. So certain was this that 
no one could be found to stop in the l\ouscs of the sick, 
and relations, as if in the natural course; of events, seem 
to iin: all together. As a consequence of this uverwh'jHi- 
iTjg visitation cattle were left to wandf:r in the fields with- 
ou: guardians, for no one thought of trouhlipg hinisrif about 
the future; and wolves coming down from the mouiUains 
to attack them, against their instincts, and as if frightened 
by something unseen, quickly fied into the wilds again. 
Property; too, both moveable and immoveable, which sick 
people If.ave by will, is carefully avoided by a!', .is if it 
wore i^vjc to be infected. The sick'iess . . . (!c<:lik)ed 
about the feast of St. Martin (November nth), l:^.^8. and 
at Neuberg it had carried off many monks and inhabi- 



tants. * 

It is necessary to return once again to North Italy, from 
which another wave of pestilence rolled on to Switzerland. 
The contemporary — but net very accurate — notary of 
Novara, Peter Azarius, speaks fo the fact of the plague 
being at Momo, Gallarele, Varese, and Bellinzona, ont the 
great highway over the Alps through the St. Gothard Pass, 
and all in the immediate neighbourhood of his home. 

• CvutinuJttto ScmmcnteHiis, JoiJ.y i*. 675. 

f 6'^/«^jfiiv«, in Mluraicri, jrii, 361. He pUccs Ovc c^oA ^<Jytt XVic ^t^i \"^V 
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What Azarius says from personal experience of this terrible 

time IS of interest. He had left his house at Novara for fear 

of the disease, and resting for a while in the town of Tor- 

tona, he occupied himself in philosophising upon the mis^ 

fortunes which had fallen upon Lombardy, and the strange 

unchristian neglect of the sick he could hardly help 

noticing. "I have seen/' he says, "a rich man perish, 

who, even by offering an iin mouse sum of money, could get. 

no one to help him. Through fear of tiie infection 1 have 

seen a father not caring for his son, nor a son for his 

father, nor a brother for a brother, nor a friend for his 

fviend, nor a neighbour for his neighbour. And what was 

worr.e than this, I have seen a family, although one of high 

position, miserably perish, not being able to get any help 

or assistance. Medicine being useless, the strong and the 

young, men and women, were struck down in a moment^ 

and all the infected were so shunned that none dared even 

to enter their ho'iscs/'* 

From tie pass of St. Gothard tiie epidemic passed down 
ihe Rhine Vall'jy, and before the close oi 134S was in tl.e 
neighbourhood of Dissentis ; whilst by May, 1349, the 
district round about the monastery of Pfaflfers, half way 
between the pass of St. Gothard and Lake Constance, had 
been attacked. Shortly afterwards the country near the 
celebrated Abbey of St. G^ill was likewise greatly afflicted.f 
Meanwhile anotLer wave of pestilence passed into 
Switzerland from the side of France. Avignon had been 
attacked, as it has been shown, in the early part of 1348, 
and thence the infection was carried up the Rhone Valley 
to the Lake of Geneva. Thence one stream pasrcd in a 
north-easterly direction over Switzerland, and a second 
followed the course of the river Rhone. By the 17th of 
March, 1349, the plague was at Ruswyl, in the neighbour- 
hood of Lucerne, having passed through Berne on its way. J 
At Lucerne alone 3,000 people are said to have died of the 
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disease. It must have remained about the neighbourhood 

^'^' this lake for some months, for it was not until September, 

'349» ^'^t it is known to have manifested its presence in 

^^ Iiigh and healthy valley of Engclberg. *' This year 

f'349)/' says the chronicler of the Abbey of Engelbcrg^ 

* the pestilence or mortality was great, and, indeed, most 

^reat, iu this valley, so that more than twenty hoiis«*s were 

•*^ ft empty without an inhabitant. In the same year fro.ii 

^**^ feast of Our Lady's nativity, St pirmbcr 8lh, to the 

'*-*lstof the Epiphany 116 of our nuns died in the cloister. 

^«ie of the first to die was the Superior Catherine; 

«^l^cut the middle (ot the epidemic) the venerable Mother 

■**^atrix, Countess of Arberg, formerly Superior; and on 

^'*^ morrow of Holy Innocents, Mechtildv: of Wolfen- 

^^^tiicsscn, the new Superior likewise passed away. And 

^* our own numbers (there died) two priests and five 

' ^ Molars."* Basle was attacked, and is said Lo have lost 

^^nie 14,000 people about the middle of the year; Zurich 

•^out September iith; and Constance some time durin/^ 

^ < winter. 

It is unnecessary <o follow the wanderings of the great 

^^ortality in detail further. through Europe. The annids of 

^^•tnost every country prove incontcstably thai most places 

^^'nc in tu**!! vi.si*ed, and more or less di'popubted, by the 

'-;)idemic. B) April 4th, 1349, it was reported in Venice 

^^at the pestilence was raging in Hungary, and by June 7th 

^he King could declare ** that by Divine mercy it l)ad now 

leased in our kingdom." It must consequently have com- 

incnced in the country in the early part of t!ie year, 

although there is evidence that it was still to be found 

in some parts in October of the .same year. Poland was 

attacked about the same time ^s Hungary. Here it is 

said many of the nobility died. There seemed no help for 

t!ic daily misfortunes. The sickness rcndt:red desolate not 

alone numberless houses, but even towns and village.*?. t 

• AunaUi Eigt'lh;;ifns:\ in Mcr. Germ.^ xvii, 2S1. 

t l)IUKt'»S U'Stiinj PoLniiJ, in l''»ili|»i)c, W sm/^., |>. 94. 
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It has been already pcinteil oiii that the pestiler.ce had 
re^^ched Netib^TP. »n Sivrir, I)\- th*; autumn of Ihc vc;.r 
1148. It was oniv the follov.ipir year, about t!ie feast of 
St. John tl»c Baj}tisi, June 24th, 1349, that such a plaijue a? 
never before w.as either Iieard* or seen was raging in 
V'lonna. 

It connnenred scemini^iy about Kaster time, and lasted till 
St. Michael's, and a third part of the population was carried 
nlT by it.* Kach day tlicrc di-rd 500 or 600, and one day 
i)Go.Y The dead were buried in trenches, each of whicJi, 
acording to one chronicle, contained some 6,000 corpses. 
The parish of St. Ste-phcn lost 54 tcciosiastior: durin*^ the 
courst' of the epideniir, and when it [>ass«-d t-'ome 70 fair.iiies 
were found to be entirely extinct, whilst the property of 
many more had passed into the hands of very distant 
relalions. 

Another account declares tliat in the city and neigh- 
bourhood barely a lliird of the populat'on survived. 
•' Ht'causc; of tlic odour, i>tu1 I:orror insj)ired by the dead 
bodies, burials in the church cemeteries w<!re not allowed; 
but as soon as life was extinct the corpses were carried cut 
of the city to a common burial-place (called) * God's acre.' 
There Iho deep and broad pits were ijuickiy filled to the top 
with the dead. And tins plague lasted Irom Pentecost to 
St. Michael's; and not ah.n'! in Vienna, but in the sur- 
rounding country it raged with great fury. It spared not 
the monks and the nuns, for in (the Cistercian Abbey of) 
lieiiigenkreuz 53 religious at the satne time passed out of 
tins hie. J 

In ]V)!!emla the w'nter cold apparently put a stop to the 
£iickn<:bs at its cnmnicnccnjcnt. '^Tlie mortality commenced 
to be severe in Bohemia, but the recent cold and snow 
ilayed it." However, *' in the year 1350 the plague again 

* Kaiendari^m 2^u-{TUit:>( , in ^f'J1l. Germ,, ix, 692. 

* Ci *nttn Mj ::j S >j v imciC •;» i : s , I i« *1 ^ , C>- j . 
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devastated various countries, and then in Bohemia likewise 
it was to be found."* 

The wave of pestilence which passed up the Rhine 
Valley and attacked Basle passed on to Colmar, and ap- 
peared in Strasburg in July, 1349.1' At the end of the same 
year, about December i8th, it had reached Cologne. *' In 
the first year oi archbi.shop William von Gennep (who 
succeeded to the See of that city on the above date) there 
was," savs the chronicle, '* a if^rat t)csiil^;nce in ColoL»ne 
and Its neighbourhood.'' j 

Meanwhile the wave had divided lower down the valJcv 
of the Rhine, for in the summer of 1340 the plague v/as 
ragipg ?t Frankfort. '•' In that year," writct: Cospar 
Cameniz, '' from the feast of St. Mary Ma^Malcnc (June 
22nd) to the feast of the Purification followin'j: (Fcbri:;irv 
2nd, I3S^) the universal ptislilence wa^? at. Frankfort. 
In the space of 72 days moro Ornr. ?,ooo j)eoplc (iicd. 
Every second hour they werf». buried withrnit Ixii, 
priest, or candle. On one da)' 35 were bijri<:d at o^^c 
Llme."§ 

During 1349 and 1350 t-u.t pestilen^ic was rife i-i ih*: 
towns ?.nd country places of Prusf/ia. Id the Uttor ~j*i'o.: it 
attacked Bremen in the far north, and in the ff>llov/inrj vcai 
the authorities of the city took a census of the numbers 
that had been carried off by it. *^ In the year of our Lord 
1350," the account says, ' the plague had gone roun'.i tiie 
world and had visited Bremen, and the Council dctenoincd 
to take the number of the dead, and it was fcrnd iliat ^\ 
known and named people there were (entered on the list) 
in the parish of St. Mar)' 1,816; in that of St. Martin. 
i»4^5; >n St. Anschar's, 1,922; and in St. Stephen's, i.^'is ; 
moreover, numberless people had died in the (ieidh beyond 

* Ckronicon Pragetisi, ed. Luscrth (In FohUs rerum AnUriucarutH, Siriptotca, 
t. viii) p. 603. 

f Lxchiicr, ut snp^ p. 35. 

{ i2>iJ^p.38. 

i Bocifmer, Fotiin rerum Germ., Iv, 434. 
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the walls and In remoter i»:rs, the number of whom, as 
and described, reached almost 7,000.* 

From Flanders, where the pestilence was at Tour 
December, 1349, as before reported ihe epidemic i 
into Holland, Here in the fo'!o\vi:jg year Its prOi.;res 
niark(*d bvthe sr.nic i^r'v.t mottalilv. esr^ecijiilviirnoivr 
\v!io lived together v\ monasteries and convtnts. '* Ai 
time,' writes the chronicler, ** the plague raged in Hoi 
as furiously as iias ever been seen. People ^died wal's 
in the streets. In the Monastery of Flcurchr.rnps 80 ci 
r:c!iidl'iL' tnov.ks ar.d lav brethren. Ii> the Abbe^' 
FosAerl:, '.vhicii n;is ?i 'louble monr.ittrrv for men'and won* 
*'.:/ di(d, in«.iuilin<; inonku. nuns, lay brethrrn, and 

• III 

Sisters, t 

This brici review of the progress of the plai;;fue 
Kurope will b-* surTicient to s'now that the rr.ortfii:ty-«: 
cc<^--t''-jMent distress v»cre universal. The nortliern co"- 
hies of Denn^nrh. Norwr.y, and Sweden received t 
infection from Kngland. As wiU be seen vubsequentl 
the north.ern parts of I'^ngland were troubled with t' 
e;/ide;nic in tlie iate summer and autumn of 1349, a! 
i'lll.er from '). port on the eastern coast, or from Londc* 
t »>j jjlaguo w.l:^ brought over in a ship. ^ai:f.rbring, 
Swedish historian of repute, says that a ship with 
cargo of woollen cloth mailed out of the port of Lo: 
don early in th* *^'.!mmer of 1349.+ The plag*ie h; 
been very great ii^ fne linglisl; cnpital, and all il 
ciew di'ul V. inlst th.e ^r.ip was at Fca. Driven abo 
by the wind.« and •.urrer.t** the fatal bark was cast c 
the sho!e at Bergen, in Norway. The epidcni 
spread quickly over the entire coimUy. The Archbishc 
of Drontheim and all ins Chnpter, with one sing 
exception, didy and the survivor was nominate 
ArcJibishop. Most of l:is suffragans! wtue also carrit 

* |{«Kriiigcr (il.;, D:r uhijAvzi Tod in D:uisihland (Bsrltii, 1881}, |i. a6. 
t rhili|;pr, «/ SM/., \., 124, 
X ii'ticna, iJi, 40(1. 
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^* Several families who had fled from Bergen to avoid 
^^ infection died in the mountains to which they had 
retired. 

Another Swedish historian states that in the country of 

West-Gotland alone 466 priests were swept away by the 

league. In that district then there were about 479 

cfcurches, many of which were served by more than one 

priest, so that the number given may not be altogether 

improbable.t It is stated that in Norway there long existed 

what were called Find-dale — wildernesses — in v/hicii were 

unmistakable traces of cultivation, and after the plague 

there is evidence of a state of exhaustion and a dearth of 

inhabitants, which lasted for several generations, so that 

forests grew where there had once been churches and 

villages. 

Some interesting particulars may be gathered about the 
^own of Wisby, on the Isle of Gotland. The annals of the 
*'Vancis>can convent note that the plague raged iu 1350. 
in the necrology of the <;ame lioirse are entered the 
Hames of a great number of friars and miiny novices 
\vho died in this fatal year, and the comparison of one 
portion of the necrology with another, in whicli the names 
^re collected into groups, shows that tlie worst time at 
Wisby was in July, August, and September, 1350.+ In 
«ill twenty-four friars, a very large proportion of the con- 
vent, appear to have been carried off by the epidemic. In 

* Finn Jonsson, HiU, eccL Island tit, ii, p. 198, says that most of the Bishops 
tliedy and that Ormas, Bishop of Holar, in Iceland, who happenoi th'^n to be in 
Nonrajr, soUs frn nasii. It appears that the archbishopric of Nula'.rs, or 
]>n)nthrtin, at that time comprised seven sees, Chiuij^cs appear in six of tiiese 
«l thbtime, induJini^ Drontlicim and Bergen ; and of Solomon, Bishop of Oslo, 
it it said that "he wa« the only Bishop %vho survived the plague^ (Gams, 
Sirks EpiKPfamm, 3.16). llie same accouTit is given in the monastic 
chnmicla of Iceland (FiaUyjarhok, iti, p. 562). 

t Hcnric Jacob Sirers, Histonsh Beshri/ninfi om then Paten, p. 23. 
X Langcbeck, Sttiftorts nrum Danicatnm, vi, 564. I am indebted for 
niach' assistance in all that regards the plague in the north of Europe to Dr. 
Undstrom, of the Riksroutei, Stockliulni. lie kindly csamined for me the 
». of the Fianciscan Necivlogy at Wisby. 
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tlie Cathedral of Wisby five sepulchral slabs are still pre^ 
served with the date 1350, whilst of such memorials a;^ 
have escaped desl ruction not more than a single one 
remains for any other year. ^ _ . - — - 

The Kinp, of Sweden, Matjnus 11., in 1350 addresse<l 
letters patent to his pt^onic. wherein lie s.iys that "God for 
tlie sins ot "man liiis ^tIlK^^ the world with ihi> gr«-at. 
j)iinishmenL of sudden death. By it most of the peopii' 
in ihe land to the vvcst of our country (;>., Nor>vay) are 
dead. It is now niva'infT in Norway and Holland, and is 
apprija< hinij our kingdom ol Sweden.*' The kin^y th'/^rc- 
fore summons them to abstain i»:i every PViday from .ill 
food l>t'.t bread ai\d water, or '* at mos^ to takt? only bre.'^d 
and ale,' to walk with bare feet to their parisii churches, 
and to go in procession round about the cemeteries attached 
to them» carrying with them the holy relits. 

In t!ie capitiil of SwL'tlm, when the plac^ue burst upon 
the coenlrv. it is recorded thai " the streets were strewn 
with corpses," and amoiig liic victims arc named Hacon 
and Knut, two brothers of the kins^. 

Denmark and Sleswig Ilolstein suffered from the pesti- 
lence at the same tinie as Norway and Sweden. In one 
chronicle it is called ** a most [rrievous plague of buboes ; " 
in anoihcr it is record«:d iliat i.i ilioyear 1350 ** a great plague 
and sudden death raged both In the case of men and in that 
of cattle.'*" The accounts of Die Bishopric of Roskild, on the 
Lsie of Zealand, about the year 1370, or twenty years after 
this plague had passed, show the state of universal deso- 
lat'un to which the courtrv was reduced. Lands are 
described as lyir.g idle and uncultivated, villages and houses 
desolate and uninhabited. Property that formerly used to 
bring in four marks, or 48 '* pund," now produced only 18 
** pund." The same story is repeated on almost every page 
throughout the.»<e long accounty.f 

A few word? only need now be said of the desolation 

* Lan^jflK-.rk, nt iNf., i, 307, 395. 
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vUcb eveiywhen; throughout Europe was naturally the 

nusequence of the great pestilence. Ot North Itivly .lolin 

(rfPanna writes Uiat "al the time (1348) labourers coi:id 

lU iie gol, and the liarvest remained on the licMs, since 

tl>cre»-as none to gather it in."* Twenty years after the 

pestilence, in 1372, it is said of Mr.yencethat " it is indiibi- 

lible and notorious that because of the terrible cl.araclcr of 

fie pestilence and mortality which suddenly sw-pt; ;iway 

'Sbourers, copyholders (piirciariu^) iind f:irnie's, even the 

™os( robust, labourers are to-day few and rare, for which 

'Mson many fields remain uncultivated and deEiTtod."t 

''gain, in 1359, llenry, liishopof Contilnnce, imi)ropri.ited 

'" tiie monastery of St. Gall, in SwitsiTland, the 

^''urch of Marbach and others, to enabk: IIk- aMny " lo 

*eep up its hospitality, bestow alms, end fi-.liil its otii^-r 



ics," and he assigns as a reason wliy it cannot now 
this " thdt by the epidemic or mortality of people, 
by permission of God IiiiS: existed in tlies«; 



P'^*"ts, '.he number of farmeis and o'.lier reiainer:^ 
!*^t1i sexes of this abbey. bel<>nL;ini.; by Inw of sirrvi:-- to 
"^*= said monastery, whicli has passed froir. this lifr^to Uie 
^<^rd (has been so great) that many of the fios sessions of 
*^»s inon;istery have remained, on account of the said dciii;, 
'^^icultivatcd, and no proper return comes from theni."^ 

* \\tiA:\^,SU'r:a a I'arma, i. ;:. 

t Htiiiicui dr Ht«or.l:a. C4>tf«:i-,.« f.!. i'ollli.i.l, l7^ 



CHAPTER V. • 

THir PLAGUE Rf:ACHKS ENGLAND. 

. The plague first attacked England in the autumn of 1348. 
It has already been pointed out that Northern Francs was- 
sullerinj^ under the scourge in the summer of that year, and 

. that in August the pestilence had visited Normandy and 
^vas ftmnd at Calais, th(.n in p(\>srssion of the English. 
Probably, also, at this time, J^trsey and Guernsey, with 
whic'i En<»iand was in constant communication, were de- 
ciuijicd by ihe disease. So greaiiy did these islands suder 
that the Kinir's taxes, usiialiv raised upon the fislnnor in- 
<liislries, could not bo levied. '* By reason," writes the 
Filiiglish King to J(jhn Mautravers, the Cjovernor, **' of tlie 
niortalicv amon:* the ])cophi aiHi fislMntC folk ol th'.-se islands, 
. whicli u**re as eise-.vheri: has been so great, our rent for tlie 
'ishinir. which has Ix t;n v::;irlv paid us, cannot be now oh- 

f taincd without the impoverishing and excessive oppression 

^- of those fishermen still UtU." -' 

Ruuiuurs of the coi-iinj^ scourge reached England in tlic 
ea*-ly sun^mor. On A-igtist 17th, IJ^S. the l^ishop of Bath 
and W'j'is. Raloh of Slirrw: b':rv, .s'jut k**ters throuo^li bis 
du»cese ordering ** processions and stations every Friday, in 
^ each collegiate, r<'gular. and pa'-ish church, tj beg God to 
proicrt the j»eop!e from, the pestilence v/hich had come from 
the East into thi* neighbouring kingdom," and granting an 
Inuul^i-nce of foitv davs lo all who, beintj in a state of 

/ grace, shoul-:! give alms, fast or pray, in order, if possible, 

\ lo avert God's anger. t 

The ** neighbouring kingdom " spoken of by the Bishop 

* Originalia \hA\, 24 Ed. I IT. m. 2. 
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in his letter may be taken <iIniost certainly to refer to 
\ France. From Calais it is probable that the pestilence 

was brought into England in certain sliips conveying some 
. -who were anxious to escape {»*oin it. Most of the contem- 
porary accounts agree in naming the coast o f Pors^t&bJ Vix 
ajg i]\ {^ pari rir«^^ infected. Thus Gaifrid le Baker, a con- 
teoi porary, says ** it came first to a seaport in Dorset- 
sliire, and then into the country, which it almost deprived 
of inh.'ibitants, and frp.m_thence it ppj>_$£d--i.oto D^-von ;u>d 
Somers et to Briato l,!!^' Two or three of the chronicles, 
also, more particular than the rest, name Afelcombe 
Regis as the memorable spot where tlie epidemic first 
showed itself in En{rlan<!. " In the year of our Lord 1348, 
about the feast of tiie Translation of St. 'I'homas (July 
7lh)," writes the autlior of the chronicle known as the 
Eulogium Ilisforiariim, v/ho was a monk of Malmesbury 
at this time, " the cruel pestih-nce, terrible to all futtin» 
ages, came from parts over tin: sea to the south coast of 
Kngland, into a port called Melcombe. in L>ors(.tbhire. 
This (plrigue) sweeping ov*;r the southern districts, 
desiroyed numberless pec{>le in Dorset, Devon, and 
Somcrset."t So, too, a cont'nuation of Trivet's clironicle, 
taken down to the death of Edv.ard III. by a canon cI: 
Bridlington, who was thus probably a contemporary of 
the event, says that " the j^reat plni/ut- came into England 
to the southern districts, beginning by some (ship:^) 
putting in from the sea into a town called Melcombj^.' i 

Melcombe Regis, or Weymouth, was at that lime a port 
of considerable Importance. In 1347-8, for example-, it 
fumi^ihed Edward IH., for his siege of Calais, wilh .>o .**hips 
and 264 mariners ; whilst Bristol sent only 22 sliips cind 
608 sailor:?, and even London but 25 boats and Oo'j men.§ 

* CkK'niton Gal/ritU le Baker, c««. E. M. Thompson, p. fi8. 

f Euh^itm llitt'^yiiiruui ^od. Rolls seriei), ii:, p. 21.^ h sccrn^ nut 'M. 
all iinpn*b.iKlc ihac Ums account was wriUcn whilst, the pl-i*^ue wa:» !itil!ct>tiHiint 
to tite wc? i iti hn^)i*ui^. 

f Hutc: ias itisi. /> o/Di^net (^rd «iL), ii, p. 421. 
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This fact is of interest, not ini^rely as f.Iiowir.g the* im- 
portance of Mclcomhe Regis as a port on tlu* southern 
co!ist, but as evidence ac!;i:nliy conned ing tiie place at tliis 
vriy pL-riod with Calais, v.r.d, cioubtI<!?s, with other coast 
lovviis of Franc'v\ It is poL at all imjjrobable th'it by the 
yemrn of some of the Melco!^">be boats from C:ii;:i?, the 
epidemic may Iiave oeen conveve<l into the town. No 
evidence is kntnvn to exist as to the mortality in the port 
itself; hut an item of information as to the cfl'ect of tht. 
d's. a*;r: in Lhc neii^iibourhood is afforded at a subsequent 
p;:nod. Three years a!"ter the plague liad passed the King, 
hy his letters patent, fo»'ba(le any of th<: inhabitants of tlic 
island of Portland to Icave their homes there, or, indeed, to 
sell any of their crops out of the district. *' because." he 
says, "as we iiave i':tirnt, the i.sla!id of I-*ortland. in the 
cou!iiv of Dorset, has );ecn so d'-'n jmiated in the time of 
tlie late )>i'stllence that the inhai>il:i!.ts remaining are not 
feuificiently numerous to pr(/tect it ;>gain^t our toreijjn 
< nemies."^ 

I'iu; act'jai dnle \\h<-i! lh«* p. s'.ilenee first showed itself 
in Do''S':I.>i)jre ;:as !).^<.'!: coasi'lered se:r»e\\'hal doubtful. 
Tlie e;irli« ^t day suj»iysled i> that ai'^i;:ned bv t!ie mopk of 
Malmcsbury i'l his Liflocitnti Ilistoritirum, who names 
July^yth (1348) as the tim<-r whr-n it commencod at Mel- 
combc Flegis. Tiu; litest date is tl^at given by Knighton, 
tlie sub-coniemporary canon of Leicester, who rn'riJions 
generally ihn.t it began in tiie auturin of the year 134S. 
One chronicle g'ves July 251:1, z.wd tv.o others August 1st, 
whilst a\iothef nu-rely names ^ugu^! as the month. Under 
th.cse ciicu»nstai:ces. and in view of the fact thai its arrival 
in Kn;:^?;^nd v»;.'S a?>[;arently unk:'own to tiie Dir^hop o( L>aih 
ivLcI \\ •lis, wiio Vv-as then 'v.\ his di<;ce^c, in l!ie mivhile of 
August, it seems more tlian likely that the terrible scourge 
did not iuakc itseJf felt hi the West of Kncli'nd nn'.il after 
\ho ^mdJfc of that nuniih and not later tlian it?-- e!id. 

♦ flo*. ?at.. ^U W. U'.., \vUft ? t^. ^. 
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The early commencement of the disease is borne out by 
A document in the archives of the Dean and Chapter of 
Canterbury. Archbishop Strafford cVwA on St. Bartholo- 
mew's Eve, August 23rd, I34«S, and before the end of 
September the Prior of Canterbury, acting with archi- 
episropal power during the vacancy, addressed a mandate 
to the Uishop of I./)ndon, as the I)(?an of the College of 
Bishops, to issue dir-^'Ctions to the sufiragans of Canterbury 
to hold public proc«rssions in ti"«<'ir n;spcrtive dioceses to 
pray God's aid aganist " 0\c mortality *' which was already 
assuming alarming proportions.* 

The summer anri autumn of 1348 were abnormally wet in 
England, and the chronicles record that from St. John the 
I3aptist's Day (June 2.|th) to Christinas it rained either by 
iiiglit or by day with hardly an exception. In such a 
season, naturally unhealthy, the sickness, of its own nature 
most deadly, found every condition suitable for its rapid 
development. 

Starting from Melcombe Reikis, the wave of con- 
tagion spread itself very quick!\ over Dorset, Devon, and 
Somerset, with the other counties comprised in the dio<:c*^es 
of Salisbury, Exeter, and Wdls. " It passed," writes 
Robert of Avesbury, the contemporary Registrar of the 
Court of Canterbury, *• most rapidly from place to place, 
swiftly killing ere mid-day many who in tl^.e morning Ivid 
been well, and without respect of persons (some few rich 
people excepted), riot permitting those destined to die to 
live more than three, or at most four, days. On the same 
day twenty, forty, sixty, and very often more corpses were 
committed to the same grave."t In fa<:t, over the West of 
England during the late autumn of 1348 and the first njonthc 
. of the following year the words of the o!d play must have 
\ iiad only too true an application — 

" Orc news ttratghc came huddling on another 
Of death, mid death, and death.*' 

• Hiitoruj! Mannurifti Cj «?";;« ion, Ei;ih?h Kcfoyt» Kw-»V*'WJ^» 
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In dealing with a case oi this kind a lirst ot)jiH:t is to 
control as far as possible, by means of definite statistics, 
i!ie '"General and vrijue slalenieiits of citron icl?:rs and other 
(:o'»!t!^»porary '.vriten; ; \\!iilst ir the absence of suclk 
stalistics lieb one vl ihr j;rtai ciilflcuhies iii dea^nj^ with tb<^ 
Iiistc;/ of th.^ Middle Aires. / (>wini^ !)artlv to ihi' troubli — 
liuir.e «'«?:i! intricate nature of tlic siiliiect. as well as to th»* 
poverty of the niriterial and ih.e inherent dryness of sucli 
mnttv;rs, modern writers have made little advance to a more 
tOiritt knov»'ied^e of the popul.ition of Pluropecin countries 
in those ages. MiKh, !)owevcT. mi^^ht !>;' done. As vijiiii!, 
the ecclesia.'-.tical documents form the surest b;;sis for iriv 
calculatio!^ and the episcopal reirisi»;rs enable vs to arrive/ 
;it .trtii.'!: r.nmlxMs. Accordini^iy, in the present inijviiry. 
•hfse rt-uisters are of the hi;'[hcst inmortrmce, and it .'^ 
.u'c«jss;iry constan'.iy to recur to ihem, as they fumisli t!ic 
only njean-i of arriving at any adrcjuate linowleci^e of tiit" 
proj)oition of tlur population s\vept away by the phigi'f- 
Possibly tiie murtciiitv mav have bec^n <rre;«ter ani^n^ 
iceiesiastics than au^ong lay pe'isonsiCbut only from the 
ner.:lier u( thr cler^v carried f.'il by tl.e <*r>>deinic ca^^. an 
estimate be tornvd :-s to the numl)er of lay people; Wi^o 
died. ! Acconlinii^ly, in the course of tiiis work, the r^o:- 
tality of tlie ei(rr'»v 's svsU-maticallv investi^^ated. 

To un(U;rst;»nd tlie nature and value i»f the evidence thus 
aflorued as to the extent of the T'vjriailtv, a lew words of 
trxphinatioi' are liccessary. In eaci^ diocvse there was k'*p« 
by the !>ishf'p"s U<*.;isirar a ]':t ol all tl:e !nstitulioi»s n'.acc 
to vacant benelices by the i^lishop. As a rule, not only Wft> 
the name «.»f the };!acv: ana ol the out-f][oing a^.d the ir* 
coming incumbent, logetlujr with the d.'te expressed, but tb'.' . 
reasop of th./: vacancy was stated, whether arising from deali!, 
exchansri- or resi'jnailor'.. Tliese lijts. then, for the fattil 
periled, or tlie aniuinn of i's.\^ and the year ij{49, aU'orci 
sonu; means of ij^augin/v the e"^.tent of the mortality among j 
the c/erijy. li mv.st, hv>wever. be borne in mind that these 
rL'£'i.s:ers reco' ^ '\tiK' ow v.\.Av^v.v\viw?» vA vVw; actual incum- 
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"^U,and take no account of the larger body of curates and 

^'*^plain?, to say nothing of the monks, canons, and friars 

^^ a diocese. It has been calculated by a recent writer 

^**^t non-beneficed clergy more than equal in numbers the 

«ol<Jers of benefices, and that the total number of institu- 

^*^ns of a diocese may fairly be doubled in estimating the 

**^ailis of the clergy duiing this epidemic* Tl»ese Books 

^' Institutions, moreover, by furnishing the dyies of the 

^appointments made to various livings, alTord a means of 

^^*tc:nnining, at least approximately, the time when ihe 

l^laguc was rife in a district, and trven, making allowances 

'^t any delay in filling up the benclicx, in any given place. 

P.* sidfs the sptrcial n*gister of each dioctise a scries of 

•*fli(i:il ?-l;itc documents, called thtr J^atnit Rolls, contains 

•nuch evidence of the destructive j>owers of tli^' disease. 

^*n these roils, amongst every variety of public document, 

^rc f-ntered royal grants, licenses, and presentations x\\^i}i(t 

hy the Sovereign to such vacant ecclesia^ticai livin(.^s as 

Were at tlietime in the royal gilt. These weie ordinarily — 

(i) Benefices of which the Kin«:j was bv rlola lii- mtron* 

(2) Those to which he presented, as g'janJi.mof the sons 
of tenants />/ capUt during the ir minority, and 

(3) Livings to which bishoj)s and abbots of sees iuid 
monasteries, then vacam, onlinarily presented. Ai this 
perio'l. i34v?-9, moreover, the n*ya! j)res-*iiitions \\e:c 
largely augmented by the patronatr - attf.chtd to l!)e ai^en 
religious houses e.xisting in England, the possession of 
which, "by reason of his war with France," as the oHicial 
pSirsse runs, '* the King had sci/ed inU) h's own hands.*' 

Ttie evidence of the mortality among Ihe bencHced clergj- 
duriivjlhe g»cat pestilence, as witnessed by tiie entries on 
the patent roll.?, may he here briefly summarised. In 1348, 
in the period from January to May, the King presented to 

* At wlU be lem subsequently, Uiii euiniule of Dr. .|c.'3S4>^>p is crrtiinly too 
lovr, and k is proliably more correct to suppose tnat tht nori-l>«ntficCi? cl«ri^'» 
including •mder that head the reiii^toux, i«cic tour tiir.» \\% i-.mncTu^^ Q.^C\^«ac 
tiolJ'kiur bmc/krr. 
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42 livings, and to 36 during the following four months: 
so that in the eight months, immediate! v before the arrival 
of the plague in England, the average number of presenta- 
tions monthly was below ten, the previous yearly average 
being hardly more than a hundred. The roll, upon which 
are entered the grants and presentations from September 
to the close of the year, affords conclusive proof that in the 
last four months of the year 1348 death had been busy 
among those holding royal prcfermeiUs. Eighty-one more 
livings had to be filled up by the Sovereign during that 
period. 

The patents for 1349, in the same way, occupy three 
parts, or rolls. On the first part are enrolled the presenta- 
tions from January JSth to the end of May. This large 
roll is a curiosity, since a vv^ry great part of (he pa.»-chment 
record is devoted to the entry of Koyal presentations to the 
vacant livings, no fewer tlian 249 being jecorded, as 
against 42 during the same ]K^rio«J 'A tlie previous year. 
Tho second part registers the livir.r]s UWi'xl by King Edward 
from June to the middle o'* SepW.r.rucr, 13.^9, 'vhen the 
number reaches the extr<iordinary figure ot 440, as ai;^inst 
36 in the corresponding period o\ 1348. 

The third period, ending on January 24t]i, 1350, shows a 
decli'ie in tlie number, alliu^jgh it still stands at the con- 
sideri'ble total of J03. A'to'jMlier, Iherc-forf*, from Jaiiuarv 
25tii, 1349, to the same date in 1350, the King alohe pre- 
sented to 894 livings, which had become vacant, (compar- 
ing t.hc figures thus obtained with the »;ormai period of 1348 
it may be said roughly that out uf th*- 1,053 presentations, 
made by King iCdward in the two years, at least 800 must 
h«ve been due to the inortalily caused bv the great plague, 
'J'l)is will be seen to be sulilcit-ntly terrible when it is 
remembered th«at, even allowing lor the large number of 
presentations then in the hands of the King, they would 
form but a very small portion of the total number of 
J/j.^'thulions Ic vacant livings at this r^oriod, v 

Thrf whole qirestion ol slalibltcs \iv uW\t dvi\.;^>\s, ^s ^\vo 
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an/ special indications of the effects wiiicli followed upon 

the ravages of the plague, will be dcaU wilh in subsequent 

cfaptcfs in order to inmrfere as litili; .ns possible witli the 

(^.iMcuiivc story of the viiiitutioii itself. Amoiiy the 

(TMCntations made by the King, in the autuiiin of itiis j'L'ar, 

'ffijuent mention is made of vacancies in the diocese of 

Simm, in which the county of Dorset is sitiialed. From 

^to&er 8lh, 134S, to January lolli, i34i;( — that is, in 

ti'ie space of three months — the t'rown presented to no 

't"cr than 30 livings in the diocese. Most ot these 

Vers in the county of Dorset, and Ahbotsbury Abbey, 

>pparently the firiit monastery attacked, ^nd Bincombc 

wctorj', to nhicli Kdward 111. presented on Orlober 8th, 

1j4'', Were both close to Melcoinbe Kegis, where the 

piajjue commenced tls ravages, 

JudgL-d meiely by the few royal prescnt.ilioiis it is 
curious to ohserve how closely the eptdeniii.. in this country 
cliiD}; to the rivt.TS and water-courses. The nuif^hbourhood 
of BIj.inford, for instance, innat have s'lfTerc.l .<everely 
fnoujjh during the ^oveillLer.^^.! I^.xcnbero; 1 j'4S.llie two 
Winterboi;:ne.4 and Six-iti.-bury. tojjetlur with ijl-.unllord 
—all four close on t!.<:rivt.r Stoiir — Iosiii;j[ their intumbi-nts. 
To Spelt is bury, indeed, the Kirigpresenle'l thrice in a very 
"llort space of time. Evt'n liefure Jiihn ic Spt-ncer, of 
(>rirnsl>y. to -.vhoin the iivinf;; was firai!te;l on l)iT>'r;ib''r7lh, 
■vz'd have bten iuT^talled in hi? cure — in ta-.t, probably 
■yen before the ijrant w:is ina>Ie — he was Je;;d, iV-r on 
Jectmber loth, only thr<:c days later, anolhirr tilli-i p.-iiei-t 
; i-i-ucd, upon th'- dtaih of Speno-r, fo A'J,i:n de (.arlelon. 
iclaia in his Uirn did not iiold ll^e henelice lonij, and on 
a!!::a:y 4th, 1349, K.ibcrt de lb>Vtdi;r ^^'.■|^ :"];|)ijinled in 
is p'acc. Nor are Ihtse llie only in^t:^nces, e\< n .imonj; 
>fi few presentations recorded oa the patent ruils, of 
or^et incumbents following one another in rapid ;ii:cces- 
on during the last months of 1348. 

Looking at the numbcv of in>litutioris in tath month of 
!,* ;n,rlod. and wakin-j; t/ue ;if/oM-.-ii;ce lor il\e tr-l iWa rW 
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vacancy had probabiy occurred some little time before it 
was filled up, it is evident tliat the epidemic was prevrdt-nt 
in the county of Dorset from October, 1348, to F^ebriiary, 
134c), and the niorraiity \\as liighest in Deccn»ber Tir.d 
Januar^r.'* The rxihlence of the tpidemic begins to h^ 
manifest in the institutions for October, I34i>. Previoutly 
only twelve institutions are recorded during that year. 
West Chickcrcll, a place close to Weymouth, received r. 
new incumbent on (.)ctober 14th, whilst to Binccn^,be, close 
by, which was then vacant, as is proved by th.e Kinj^'s 
presentation on the 8lii of the month, no new incumbent 
was inducted till November 4th. Warmwell and Combe 
Kaynes, a little to the eastward, received new parish priests 
on October the 9th and iQth, and Dorchester, the capital, 
was attacked app:?rLntly abo'jt the same time. 

I'^'^llowing the indications aJiorded by the T51:-hop's 
regisiers the ravages of the ptrslilence are apparent on the 
coctbl early in Novehiber, when many vacancies bej^in to be 
noted in the coast towns. Bridport, East Lulworth, 
Tynham., I^ington, and Waieham Juid all been visited by 
this time, whilf.t be»'(^rc the end of the month the epidemic 
had crossed lYn: county and aj>pcared at Shaftesbury. On 
December 3rd two vicarages In the south, quite close to- 
gether. Abbot sbury and Portesham, received new in- 
cumbents. 

At Shaftesbury appointments were made to St. Laurence's 
on the 20tii of NoveTnber, \o St. Mariin's on the loth of 
ll>ecember, to St. John's on the 6tii of January, 1349, ^^^ ^^ 



* 'j lie ft.i'.owin^ taJile- will show the actu'xl imir.lKr of ir.>titution» in Dorset- 
shire f(n' KOtTic iiiDiiths : — 
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St. Laurence's again on the 12th of May. At Wareham, 
the small alien priory became vacant before November 
4th, for on that day the King appointed a successor to 
Michael de Molis, lately dead,* and appointments were 
made to St. Martin's, Wareham, on the 8th of December, to 
St. Peter's on the 22nd of December, to St. John's on tlie 
29th of May, and to St Michael's on the 17th of June. 
Tliree changes were registered as having taken place at 
Winterbourne St. Nicholas, between December 27th and 
May 3rd. As far as can be judged by the dates of these 
institutions it would appear as if a fresh outbreak of peculiar 
violence occurred towards the end of April. 

The Bridport Corporation records show that four bailiffs 
held office in 1340, in place of the usual two, on account of 
the pestilence.t In common with most places in the land, 
Poole, which was then of sufficient importance to be called 
upon to furnish four ships and 94 men for the sieg<! of 
Calais, suffered greatly fiom the pestilence, and recelvetl a 
considerable check to its prosperity. ** At Poole," writes 
llutchins, **a spot on the projecting slip of land, known as 
the Baiter, is still pointed cut as the burial-place of its 
victims.;^ And the same writer adds that the country did 
not entirely recover for the next 150 years; since, in the 
reign of Henry VIII., "Poole and other towns in Dorset- 
shire" were included in that numerous list of places whose 
desolated buildings were ordered to be restored. 

Before the close of the year 1348 the pestilence had 
spread itself far and wide in the western counties of 
England. The diocese of Bath and Wells, and that of 
Exeter, the former conterminous with the county of Somer- 
set, and th(^ latter comprising those of Devon and Corn- 
wall, were infected in the late autumn of that year, and all 
over the west, as the old chronicle relates, the sickness 
"most pitifully destroyed people innumerable.*' 

, * OrigiiialiA Roll, 2a Ed. UI., m. 4. 

t Hiit. MSS, Comm., Sixth Report, p. 475. 
J Iliituiy of Dcrat, i, p. 5. 
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Indeed, r.o terrible had been the effect of the scourge 
among the clergy of Somerset that, as early as Janua'ly 
^7^^ '349, the Bi>hop of Bath and Wells felt himself ccn- 
strained to address a K:tter of advice to his flock. The 
document is of such i^)ter<.•^4l, both as evidence of ti:r straits 
to which at that r;)r!y t!;iie ihr diocesi* had bet-n n*diir»cl 
by the exc\\ssiv»' inorlalM y, and for ihe advice tliat it i .»»• 
tains, that »t is jjcio i|iu)ti*tl at CDnsidiiabIc lenj^th, sincr »i 
j)roves the* d«*j)lli of ut»!.;r»idati(>n to which !l^» \vhc»!f reli- 
gions lil'e was rcduc(*d by the terror inspired by the disi^ase. .y 
Kvery bond was loosed, and every ordinary ecclesiastical 
regulation and provision set aside, because none could now 
be enforced, or, indeed, observed. ** i hit contagious nature 
ol the present pestilence, which is ever spreading itself *ar 
and wide,'* writes the Bishoj). ** has left many parish 
churches and other cures, and consetjueutly t!)e p<»opi:.r of 
our diocese, dt.sLitute of curates'^ and jjricsts. And inas- 
much as priests cannot be found who are willing out of 
zeal, devotion, or for a stiperid to undertake the care of the 
for^;saiil places, and to visit the sick and administer to th-^m 
the Sii'^rarvienls of the Church (j)erchance for dread of the 
infcclion and cont.'igion),inany, a:^ we understand, are dying 
witliout the Sacrament of Penance.^ 'Ihese, too, are igno- 
rant of whpt ought to be done in such necessity, and believe 
that no confession of their sins, even in a case of such need, 
is useful or meritorious, unless made to a p»*iest having the 
krys of the Church. rh*:refore, dcsirini:^, as we are bound 
to do, the salvation of souls, and ever watching to bring 
back the wandering from the crooked paths of error, we, 
on tlu; obedience you have sworn to us, urgently enjoin 
upon you and command you — rectors, vicars, and parish 
priests — In all your cimrches, and you deans, in such places 
of your deaneries as are destitute of the consolation of 
priests, that you at once -ind publicly instruct and induce, 
yourselves or by some other, all who are sick of the present 

* Curates here and dscwhere U Vi^cA for Hectors or Vkars, who ha«t thr 
actual cure vl iotth. 



'^MX '^U"f I!l"" M^iH su!T?ui."»j i|)uoiu tpca suopaii^sn; jo 
J9quinii 9{[} q3noqiiu*6^Ci 'Xjijnjq.')^ puu Xj^nuuf puu '^i^Cr 
*joqui:>.x>Q aq u; aroildu pjnoAv :ir>sj3uio5 jo X^unoD oi\} m 
^qSpq S11 ;b sha\ dDuoji^s^fl oqi u31{a\ sipuoiu dip 's9?i)3Ui;(| 
jO dn Siii>|i| oip ui niqviIAoiii u;ioq oBq X^pp ouios j.^^mi 
«^doqsif[ pqi o; SujpjOLOi? :;i?m puB 'uoj:jn)usui ^qi 9Jopq 
:>iup opiJI duios ppjjiiDDO SAvq pjuo.u qii?;5p oqj :jHqi puiui; 
u; 2uuuoq pwe 'iu^ioia ;soiii sua\ ^nSi?|d oq) uoqM ^uq; 
oq^ o^ .^pinS TJ se ;>s.»;)Oip »qi jo suo!vn|]siq ^qi Sui^ju ^ 

•gt'Ci 'aBOiC snoiAojd oq) jo j^qiu^^AOj^ oqi si: X|jb.i siv 
9|qT?J9pisi:o.') SB.'A Xv'"^^ Vi-*qi "I a]i|t:;joiii aq-j :jijqi SAVoqs 
XjnqsMdjqc^ jO qdp:^[ doqs{5^[ jo .i;>)siS.>j ^i\\ iii iiOAil^ suon 
-n^i^sin JO )sj[ nq j^ •,>sUt)S|p oqi o; suiipiA i!0||T!j Ap*..\U[rr 
p«q oqM asoqi jo s.^.ov'd ;>q) oy[V} o) punoj ocj pjncu sisouc! 
cu pUB *sjnoq ]sb[ JU>qi ui [)ib |T:n"|Ujds ^iiiiiiuiqo jo X)i|iq 
-issod sqi ^noqv.AV ^osj^^iuov^- jo X;uno.'> ',n[i ui IJuiXp :)J0\\ 
d[do3d puc *;pj Jpsij opviu pLM[ X2j.>p ;o qypop oq^ 'spjOAv 
s^doqsig oq^ uiojj uip;j.>:> sj su 'XpuDJ[V Gt'Ci 'Xjpiuii*]* 
jO q^uoiu »q) ST? Xjjin'> su '.^so^ioip oq) ;iioqi>nojq) uoivtjn;^ 
•vqi lo XvAUJ^ sui.^Jixo on] o\ soss,>uvav S||.^y\\ pUR ^^'^*i\ 
|0 doifsig 9i[i JO jrki;.)| ji?[nDj|.> ^ij; piiii 'p,>.>ii ijsojip otp 
JO S0SC3 ui X|uo oi p;>]iosoj stdv. 'ipin'l^ i^qi jo .^Jujq.Tj;)^ oq; 
pUB X)!J>;q3 uppsuq') ipiiAX o-^iju ;»:i?'iosuOv> qj^noq) ';>^n:)t'jri 
jBDi4SuiJ»opD3 junsn oin uiojj i>u(ii)i»oo.u)p Dxid\:\ osoq | ^ 

^.^^•in.>iin:j )i:j^' ;»q"j joj o:^Hjns 'sjojV'-ui 
Jdq^o UI SM ';snui qijuj *iio;» »ur^ ^niioj-ix^i jo iuouiujj^jv^' 
oq^ jd^siuiinpB o:| ^s^iud ou ncj ojr/tp 'joAOAVoq 'jj iiODuop 
u Xq pdj9)siinuq>B ;*q aimu 'pouiirvio oq hum isoud ou iioqAX 
'^siJvqDnjj Tiqi jo iiKuui?jr»r<^ .n[\ 'iSOijd qsuud ua\o JK>qi 
O'j iqvJS'u suis r>\ui.»s nqi ss.ijuo.) o\ punoq >j;j Xoq; J0AO.->r-».: 
Aoq^ ji ^uq^ 'Xiisso^.'^u jo osuj u: ;)fdo.id Ae| O} ifuissoj 
-UOD snq; jih o^ ,, 'sppv «oq ^/oj>q:);>p j.^qyiq ll^*U* "^A •• 

^M*^ !!'*-* i^ ?"^ *suojv«'d jno 's;;)psodY oqi Avnjpiiy 
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mortality was apparently highest .ibout Christmastick% 

2348.* 

The Bishop of Bath and Wells remained at his manor of 
Wrdiscombe till the worst was past in May of 1349. 
Thither came the long procession of priests to receive their 
'fitters of institution to vacant benelices. Day after day for 
'*fiarly six months the work went on witli hiirdly jny 
^«sat!on. Singly, or in twos and threes, often four and 
^% once, at least, ten together, the clergy came to be in- 
^^rtuted to cures which the disease had left without a priest. 
How the epidemic entered into the county, and the course 
Pursued, it would be now impossible, even if it were 
^'"'^fitable, to discover. In December it would se<-!n to have 
^^*ncd a foothold in most pails of tlu- county. It was at 
^ ^tjrcreech about November igtli, and about a lortnijlil 
l^cr at Castlecary and Alinsford, in the same neij^hhour- 
^ixl. The fact that Bridgv.-aicr, Clevcdon, Wcstou-supor- 
^^re, Portishead, and Bristol were amon2:sl ihe <:arlios!. 
1 **ices in the county to be attacked would almost ni:ikc It 
l^pear that the contagion was carried to these coast tow us 
*ir a boat passing up the Bristol Channel. This supposi- 
^^«n, moreover, is somewhat confirmed, as will be seen sub- 
sequently, by the fact that the towns of North IJv'vcmi were 
^^ttacked by the disease almost simultiineously with those 
^^n the south coast, and very muoh about the same time as 
"^liose of North Somerset. 

Bath suffered under the scourge in the early p-irt of 
January, 1349. On the 9th and loth of that month several 

* The follo«»'inir is r table of the institution* in Somrrsclsiiirc lor $oni: 
'nonths :— 
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institutions to livii gs, either in the city or the neighbour- 
hood, being rccor ed. In the same month it had spread to 
ihe abbey of Kj^ nsham, on the road between Bath ami 
Bristol, and its pr th can almost be traced along the line oi 
communication r^itween Bath and Wells. Thus the villages 
of Fresh ford, '^ werton, Hardington, Holcombe, Cloford. 
Kihncrsdon, B'tl ington, Compton, and Donlting, as well as 
several benefice -^ in Wells itself, all fell vacant at this Lime. 

It may be said with considerable certainty that fully half 
the number o*^ beneJiced clergy fell victims to the disease in 
this diocese. Many livings were rendered vacant Uvc and 
three times d'lring its course ; whilst a not inconsiderable 
number jiad four chanijcs of incumbents within these few 
months. Bathampton, for example, had four parsons ap- 
pointed in nis period. At Hardington, not far from 
Fionie, from January, 1349, to the middle of March, there 
were certainly three and perhaps four changes due to the 
disease; and at Yt.'ovil, from the i^ih December, 1348, to 
the 4th February, 1349, three priests held the living, one 
after the other. 

Little or no information is forthcoming as to the religious 
houses of the county at this time. Both Athelney and 
Mucheinry lost their abbots, and probably also many of 
t!)'.ir members. Thti fact that the great abbey of Glaston- 
bury, which previously contained within its walls a com- 
munity of some So monks, is found in A'D. 1377 ^^ have 
44» seems to indicate that it must have suffered very severe 
losses through the epidemic. 

At Bath, in 1344. only five years before the outbreak of 
the disea«ie, ihc community at the Priory consisted of 
thi:ty profei;sed monks under Prior John de Ford.* A list 
on the roll of the Somerset clergy, on whom a clerical sub- 
sidy was levied at the close of Edward the Third's reign, 
in 1377, shows that the number had been reduced to six- 

^ Bath CharloI.Ty (Linailn't Inn M.^.), \k ncj. TltU is no«r bcinf; 
*Jeed for the Somnuf Hfcord Society, aiul i>ic >i«i \s si^w^ »x. v. IV^ VLt* 
^t'a etlititm. 



86 THE GREAT PESTILENCE. 

teen,* and at this number it apparently remained to the time 

of the final dissolution of the house in the sixteenth century .t 

/ II is not difficult to understand that the plague must have 

f"^ raged with great virulence in tlie larger cities, where in 

\ those days the most elementary notions of sanitation were 

^ almost unknown. In the west, Bristol, of course, suffered 

severely. " There/' says the sub-contemporary writer, 

/ Knighton, " died, suddenly overwhelmed by death, almost 

the whole strength of the town, for few were sick more 

llian three days, on two days, or even half a da/.' Nor 

need this be a subject of wonder when, according to the 

description of a modern writer, speaking of the city at this 

very period, the streets were very narrow; in the busier 

parts the ground was honeycombed with cellars for storing 

wine, salt, and other merchandise, whilst refuse strt^amed 

down the centre ditch. So small was the distaiice between 

the houses that no vehicle was allowed to be used in the 

streets, and 'all goods were tarried on pack-hoises or 

porters, a custom which even in the 17th century excited 

the wonder of Samuel Pcpys.J 

" Here in Brist9l," says the local h'storian Scyer, quoting 
an old calendar of the town, " in 134S the plague raged lo 
such a degree that the living were scarce able to bury the 
dead. The Gloucestershire men would not suffer the 
Bristol men to have access to them. At last it reached 
Gloucester, Oxford, and London ; scarce the tenth pet son 
was left alive, male or female. At this period the grass 
grew several inches high in High Street and Broad Slrco^ ; 
it raged at first chieHy in the centre of the city. This 
pestilence came from abroad, and the people near the sea- 
coast in Dorsetshire and Devonshire were first affected. "§ 
By the wholesale destruction of the population of this 
western port the same authority accounts for the reduction 
of the King's taxation of the city trom £2^^ to ^^158. 

* R. O. Cltrical Subsidy (Somcnet), ). 

t Sec list given in Dipi^iy Kteper's Report, vit, |>. 280. 

X W. Hunt, Historic Towns, liristot, |i. 77. 
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Lastly, In Bristol, as indeed without doubt in most places, 
tlie cemeteries did not long suffice for the multitude of the 
dead. Of this there is an example upon the Patent Rolls. 
The parso!\ of Hoiy Cross do la Temple soon found the 
necessity of enlarging his graveyard. For this purpose he 
ohtain^.'d h«'i!f-an-acre adjoining the old cemetery, and so 
great and pressing was the need of ihis fresh accommo- 
dation thr.t it w'ts done without the required royal license, 
for which subsecjuent!y a pardon had to be sued from the 
Kinf^* 

o 

'I'he diocese of lixeter, coinprising the two counties of 
Devon and Cornwall, was stricken by ih«^ disease apparently 
about ihe sanse time as the county of Somerset. t For 
eight years l^efon^ 13-1'^ the average number of livings 
aiin-.inllv rend'ired vacant in the dii»CLse was thirtv-si^.l 
whllsi in tile single morilli of January 1340, the IVishop 'n- 
stiluted to sc):uc thirtv iivinirs. wiiich shows that death had 
a'rea(ly been busy among the clergy. 

Ihe n'.unbei ul Instil eiions iii ':Hch month of t!ie vear 
poinl:. lO ihi' v:u-":c! 11 -!•»!'• iii.it the disease lingered somcwlir..t 
•.onj>t".- in these cj.KJLics :hai: cisewiiere. It is not till l:**; 
elo'je oi Se?)i.eiv.«>er liiat .\nv 'iit:.\. decrease in the number 
oi vacanci'-s 13 seen, aii<l altiiouiji probably beginnii»gin 
December, tiic iieighl. ot the j.lague was not reached till 
MarLJi, April, and May.-^ 

* '.tu'.. IV.i., 2.< I'Vw !K., }». rs .^, IV. 4. 

T For in^aniation aix ji the ii»slic»:l:(:ns '»f tJ-.is diocrsi* arul olhr.* maeers 
coiiccmirj^' Dcvo*'. .-kj.-.l Corawal!, I ;ini in'!cl)U-cl t> the kindness ot the Hfv, 
I'rciu!\i^iry iiill^<r^ton.Iv:ln(l^)lpll. 

X Ct'pouslv tiu>i:v»h the- !ui!nh':rt>f institutions \t\ 1891 w.is 36. 

N 'I h- '{.llowinj:; tabic will \i\\\: Uic uiunbcr of insLituiions in Dcvoi and 
CorjiAnM in '.a'jh nii>nlh: — 
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Prebendary Hingeston-Randolph thus describes the state 
ii the Exeter episcopal registers at this period : — " Thore 
tt vciy little direct information about the Bbck Death in 

Bishop Grandisson's register; but there is a great dt*;i^ of 

"indirect information. The Rcgistrum CommnnCy which 

is wonderfully full before and after the fatal year, records 

scarcrly anything during the year it>elf. The ordinary 

vork of the diocese seems to Iiave been all suspended, 

^•th a sinj»!c exception. The register of institutions — 

a separate volume — is a record of incessant and most 

distressing work. Its very outward asj)ect for this 

period tells a tale of woe. Tiie entries are maile 

numcdiy and roughly, in striking contrast with tlie neat- 

^^s and regularity of the rest of the iNri^ister. They 

are no longer grou[>ed, as before, in years, but in niop.lbs, 

and the changes in each month exceed the changes of a 

whole ordinary year, when there was no pestilenc«\ The 

scribe leaves off the customary * vacant per viortem^ as 

'fhfc dreaded to write the fijtnl won!. The elrrfry must 

have fallen by wholesale ; evidently thc*y were faitiifiil, and, 

'Or their flocks' sake, faced the foe without llinching. And, 

as each of them fell, another was ready at his Bishop's call 

fwrlessly to fill the vacant place. Some incumbencies 

lasted but a few weeks. And, wiien all was over, the sur- 

vivors were, comparatively, so few that there was no small 

difficulty in filling many a subsequent vacant beneiice ; this 

^sult of the sickness is to be traced for some time after 

^^^ mortality had ceased, 
*The Bishop never left his diocese, and the continuous 

presence of so strong, so earnest, and devoted a prelate 

'^"st have been an unspeakable consolation and help to 

^'^ grievously aflllicted flock." 
An examination of the institutions of the diocese, in re- 

^'^n to the time when the plague visited the various parts 
'^% appears to show that it commenced almost simul- 

^^ou^)y in bath north and south. In North Devon it is 
*''J</ at both iVorfiiam and Alverdiscott ort VW ^VV v>\ 
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November, at Fremington in the saino district on the 8lli, 
and at Barnstaple on December Ibe 23rd. It is found in 
November at villaj^es on the Exe, and had possibly also 
reached Exeter b'/fore the close of the month. In the 
South, the fact of the close proximity of the part first 
infected to Dorsetshire explains the cour.^-c of the epidemic ; 
but tiie early outbreak in the coast villages at the mouth 
of the estuary leading to Barnstaj)le points to the con- 
clusion that the infeclioi; was brouL:]jt by a ship passing up 
the ]^»ristol Channel, winch sitbst'tjuentiy infected other 
towns further up on the Somerset shore of I he p.assage. 

It is of interest also to note how greatly the coast towns 
generally appear to have suffered, as l!:e contagion was very 
probably carried from one place lu another by the fishing- 
boats. Up some of the esluaiies it would seem as if the 
passage of the disease could be traced by the dates of tiie 
institutions. Thus, to take one example, in March, 1349, 
there is an institution to a living at the m.outh of tlie 
Pouey in Cornwall; a week later there is another at 
Sc. Winnow's Vicaracrc hi.cdier up, and on March 22nd the 
sickness had reached Bodmin, at no great distance from 
the river, and a place with which, in all probability, the 
passage up the estuary of the Fowey would be an ordinary 
and usual means of communication. 

As to the result of the sickness In the religious houses 
of tile diocese some few details are known. At St. 
Nicholas', Exeter, the Prior died in March, 1349; his 
successor, John de Wye, was admitted on the 26th of that 
month, but died almost immediately. The next Prior was 
not installed until June 7th, and the house was found to be in 
a deplorable state.* So also at Pilton Priory two superiors 
died \\ithin a few weeks one of the other. At the alien 
priory of Minster, Cornwall. William de Huma, the Prior, 
was carried off by the sickness on 26th of April, 3349, and 
tlie house was so impoverished by the death of tenants 

* The Pilot vi .St. Jamr*', Excct , a\so ;Y\td •. ** vvftXt^i Vcrcvvwc ^cstilencie 
subiw moTiaus cst.^ (Itcg. Grantl., i, U>\. i;V>), 
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and labourers that it could not support both its members^ 
^<! the chaplain they were bound to find to do tiic parish 
^ork, as neither the prior nor his brethren spoke I£nglish, 
"or rather Cornish."* 

At the Cistercian abbey of Ncwenham the rcj^i-^ter 
J^cofds that *' in the time of this mortality or pestilence 
there died in this house twenty monks and three lay- 
brothers, whose names are entered in other books. And 
Walter, the abbot, and two monks were left alive there 
after the sickness.t 

At the Augustinian abbey of Hartland, Roger dc 
Ralcghe, the abbot, died, and the proclamation of the 
election of his successor is dated i8tli Miirch, 1349. At 
Benedictine Tavistock also the r.bbot died, and his suc- 
cessor, Richard de Ksse, was taken ill after his confirma- 
tion, and, "detained by so grave a sickness/' could not go 
to the King, who, on October 17th, commissioned Hishop 
Grand isson to receive his fealty. J 

At hodmin,* according to a note taken by William of 
Worce>tcr from a register in the Church of the Friars 
Minor iherr, it was estimated that 1,500 persons died of 
this sickncss.§ Amongst thes*: was th< Vicar, whose suc- 
cessor was appointed on April oth, 1349. The Augustinian 
priory in the town was almost depopulatt^d. The prior, 
John dc Kilkhampton, and all his brethren but two were 
carried off by the sickness. The two survivors, on March 
17th, wrote to the Bishop saying th-u they •* were left like 
orphans,*' and begging that he would provide a superior 

^ KoC l^a., 39 Ed. in., pan 2, in. 19. 

I t B. Mai., Arand. MS. 17, fot. 55b. Oliver (AfonasticoM Dicecais ExoHicnsis, 

^ ?• 3.<o) suldi: ** And no fearer than RK iKnons Uy'in^ withiii the Abbey gates.*' 

k Noakrs* liuioiy of /A# Moiiastny ami Catktdral of \Viy,-ititfr, p. 94, it is said 

^•u? Ihr vir*i!ciice of the p!a|^c of 1^9 may be jtidjycd "from the fact that 

h the AbDcy fA Ncwenham, in the West of tnglan*!, out cf a humired and 

^tea inmatci. only the Abbot and two monks survived." Kc auihoriiy is 

"^M by thne wiitrri. 

t Rc^. Gffandisftan, i. s6b. 

I lf:jvnir»M, cd. J. Nasmith. p. 1 1 s. 
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(or their house at once. The next day, March the i8th, 
1349, an inquisition was held un/Jer a writ of the Prince of 
Wales. The jury found that the priory was free, and that 
the last prior had died '• on Friday, next nfler the feast of 
St. Peter in Cathedra then last past '' (February jyth) '* 

On March loth Bishop Grandisson wrote to the prior of 
Launceston setting forth ihe facts, and appointing a member 
of that house to the oflictr. Three days later the mandate 
for his induction was issued, in the hopes that '*by his 
careful watchfulness the said priory may recover from the 
ca lam ity/'t 

The plight to which the Augustinians of Bodmin were 
reduced by the disease is, after all, typical of that of manj- 
religious houses throughout the country. Meantime, how- 
ever, the epidemic had not confined its ra.vages to the 
western counties, but continued to spread the same deso- 
lation in every direction, as the wave ol pestilence rolled 
onv/ard over the length and breadth of the land. 

* Sir J. M.»clt::in» Detncry vf Trif^v Min*^ , i, p. 12S. 
■*■ licjy. CJraiul'sfdn, i, 2''»b. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

PROGRESS OF THE DISEASK IN LONDON AND THE SOUTH. 

For a time the people of Gloucester strove, but in vain. 

to protect their city by prohibiting .ill intercourse with 

plague-stricken Bristol. The contagion passed from one 

district to another, from town to town, and village to village, 

soon involving the entire land in o\w common misforinn^. 

•' There was no city, nor town, nor hiunlei, nor even, save 

in rare instcinces, any house,'* writj-s i\n English cou- 

tcmporary, ''in whicli this plague did not corry oft the 

wliolc, or the greater portion, o! the iidiahiiants." And so 

great was the destruction of life " that tlit? living scarcely 

suni<:e<l ii> tend the ^il k and bury the dc:i'I.'' ... In 

some TSa*'c^, on account of the deficic-nrv of cemeteries, 

the bi.shop consecrateil new burial grounds. 

' In that time thciC was sold a quarter ol \vl:eat for I2d., 
a quarter of barley for Qd., a quarter of hr:ans for 8d., a 
Muarter of oats for 6d., a large ox for jod., u good horse 
•or six >Iil'lings, which formerly was worth jo sliillings, fi 
y^l cow for two shillings, and even for eiglitreii-pence. 
'*Qd e%*e:i at this price buyers were only rarely to be found. 
^'^d this pestilence lasted for two years and more before. 
*^*^gland" was freeSTfroin it." 

**When, by God's mercy it ceased, there was such a 
*^^rcity of labourers that none could be had for agrirultural 
P^t-poses. On account of this scarcity, women, and even 
^^all children, were to be seen with the plough and leading 
.ih^ waggons."* 

The rapidity with which the contagion spread from place 
^^ place makes it now impossible to follow its course with 

* FtihetmiH liisft/riantm (Rolls :icric^), iii, y. 21 J. 
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any certainty ; the more so because it seems likely that 
many towns on the southern and \vest<*rn coasts became 
fresh starting points for the disease. London, ii) constant 
communication with other norls, is said by one conlcmpo- 
rary to have been attacked as early as Sepfember 20th, 
1348.^ whilst other auiliorities fix, at latest, All Saints' day 
— November ist— as the date \vh.tMi the epidemic declared 
itseli in Loiuion. it la-^ted in the •itv ind its n'jiijhi^ouri^ood 
till about the feast: of Ponteno^i aoxt fcilon'ing, and accord- 
ing to the contemporary Robert 01 Avesbnry, it w;;s most 
s<:V':re in the two months from Februarx jnd to Kasler. 
During the tim«.*, he, says, '* almost every day there wert.* 
buried in ihe new cemt*trry, iIk^h made iil Snn'ildlcid, more 
ihan .200 bodies of tl^*. dvr;i.I. :>vv»r and ab<)\e th.ose buried 
in other cemeteries of the clt.v.''t 

Parliamcnl, which wa« to havf' aj^sembied at \\'<*sl minster 
in January, I34<). v/as at the b(i<^iiinlng of the month pro- 
roti'it^i, bccaiise. a^ the Kini; s ivs. *" y\\v. plat-ijc o\ deadly 
l^.slilence h:id sud(icnly biolcen cut i:i ihc sa'd |;lace and 
tlu- neiL'hbouTiiood, and ('allv incroa-fd ii: severity i;r: that 
grave ^ears were enliTijlnrd f'j;- the safety of thoAt coming 
there at that time. "4; 'Ihe clii.'rchyards of the city were 
tjiiick'y found to be ir.sufiiriei^t.. and iwe, if not tlrec, 
ceautt-r't s w^re f>pjned. Oi the one in Sinilij.'ii Id rt;f<rrcd 
to in the q'!:)lc.tion alre.ioy i^ive?i from ivu'n-rl ol Avesb-iry, 
ihe historian Slowe L'ives llie f.-llowin:; accjunt:— " in the 
year 134^; (23 Edward lii.) ♦Ik.* lirst <;rt;?t. j)estilcJ!ce in hit 
time bcLian, and increaitd s(» bore that irom want oi roc*n 
in (Iierehyards Lo bury the drad ot thr city ai^.d of I'rj 
suhiirbs. ijiMj Jo'm Corey, clerk, procured oi N'ch.o'as, prirr 
of ll;.- Holy 'i'rinily wilh'U Ald.ga^e. ohe loit ot L'^^'rand !*car 
unlo iU'st Smllhli«dd Un the buria! of tiiem that (.I't^l^ with 
con iilion that it ndgl^l be caMi-d " the churchyard ^A iJie 
Holy rrlnity;* which ground he caused, by tiie aid oi 

■* .'I/.v,.f/»> ii: //i;;rf.'.v '.•<:.i. \u A'uh'U': M* \ir^^u! (\U\h. sc;:?*.), ii«, p. ^75 
t ''/"i«**'» /•''ti'.rtt, V , p. (>;,J. 
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divers devout citizens, to be enclosed with a wall of stone. 
Robert Elsing, son of William Elsing, gave five pounds 
tkcrcunto ; and the same was dedicated by Ralph Stratford, 
Bishop of F^^ndon, where innumerable bodies of the dead 
were afterwards buried, and a chapel built in the same 
pl^ce, tothe honour of God." Subsequently Edward III. 
loundcd there a mona^tery of Cistercian monks dedicated 
to our Lady of Graces.* 

The same author also relates the establishment of the 

"^ter-known new c»'-metery, where subsequentiv the 

^^'terhouse was founded. " The churchyards," he writes 

of this time, •* were not sufficient to receive the dead, but 

^^ Were forced to choose out certain fields for burials. 

"hereupon Ralph Stratford, Bishop of Lond(»n, in tlu; ye.i! 

'J48, bought a pifcc of ground, callefl ' No man's, land,' 

whidi hv. enclosed with a wall of brick ami dedicated f(/r 

^'** burial ol the dcjd, building thereupon a propt!r chapel, 

**Ji*!us now (/>., 1598) enlarged and made a dwelling- 

"Ousc; and this buryinL"^ plot is become a fair garden, 

'^^aininc/ tiie old n*iine o! ' Pardoa Chu^cll^'ard/ 

''Alli-r tliis, in the y«-ar 1349. tht; '^aid Sir Waltei Manny, 
^'^ resjjcct of the dangrrr that nii^il.t l»cfii' in this I'lm, of so 
i'^'Kix ])lague and infecli»)n, purchase^! tijiflton acn's and 
arifwj of ground, adjoining to the said 'No man's laud/ 
***<! 1} tng in a j^lace called * Spitlle C'-o't,' because* it bo- 
'On«ri;(| to St. Barlholcmew'^s Hospital (sirice tliat c.illcd 
•New Clnirch Haw'), and caused it to i)'j consecrated by 
^"C said Bishop of London to the use of burials. 

** In this plot of gr.)und there were (in that year) more 
^^ 50,000 pel sons buried, as I have read in the Charters 
«' Edward the Third. 
"Also I heave seen and read an inscription, fixed on a 
• '^one cross somclime standing in the same chnrciiyard, and 
"^ving these words : Anno Domini ij^Q. Ra^Ktiniir, Ike. 
^^ is in Knglish, • A great plague raging in the year of 

• 5uftfiy 0/ i^udon (c.I. Swj'jk), ii, p. ij^. 
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our Lord 1349, this churchyard was consecrated-; wherein, 
and within the bounds of the present monastery, were 
buried more than 50,000 bodies of the dead, besides many 
others from thence to the present time, whose souls God 
have mercy upon. Amcn/'"*^' 

^ Whilst it is perfectly possible, and even probable, that 
the number 50,000, named by Stowe as buried in one 
churchyard, is an exnt>«;je rated estimate, it is on the other 
hand more than likely ihat the pestilence found the sanitary 
condition of the Lundon of (hat period very favourable for 
itii rapid development. The narrow and ill-cleansed streets, 
the low, unvcp.tilat.cd and undrainod houses, and tlie general 
condition of living at the tim<i would all favour the growth 
of so contatrious a disi^ase as that which visited the citv in 
the middle of Vhe fourUtnUli century-. ^ One sligh.t glimpse of 
tlu: staHj of the slreolscibout this time is afforded in a docu- 
ment issued by the King to the Mayor and Sherltis, when 
in 1361 a second visitation ihn'ateneJ to become as de- 
structive to human life ?.'^ that of ij|0. "Because,'* says 
the royal letter, " by llie killiMi: of ::'reat beasts, from 
Mho.*^t* nutrid blood running: duwn t!ie streei.s -md the 
bev. els cast into the Thames, the air in the city is very 
niucl; corrupted and infected, whence abominable and most 
filtiiy stench proceeds, sickne.^s and many other evils have 
happ^Micd to such as Iiave abode in ihe said city, or have 
reiorted to it; and great (IaT.i;iTs are feared to fall out for 
the time lo come, ui^ie^ss remedy be j^resentiy made against 
it; wc, willing to prevent such dangers, ordain, by consent 
of the j^resent I^irlian.ent, that all ' bulls, oxen, hogs, and 
oth'-'- gross creatures' bo killed at either Stratford or 
Knightsbridgc."t 

* Dr. Crciv^l.ton, II. story nf Lpiiianics in BriUun, j«. 128, qiiotrs Rick- 
fnan, Alsttd't 0/ the i*>f'i:lation Kfitfti of IbSI, :*s estimating': we total 
I'callis ill l.ondoii at ico.ooo, am! considii-s even the 50,000 a? a'^o;»cthcr 
imixt&sible. In iact, he is inclinc«l to think thrit in 1349 t}.c p-^pulri'.icii cf 
Lon(l*»M ** was probably not far irom ** .;4,770 nnly. 

f Hronkr l^uibert, Louiiun, i. y, 2\i. 
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There are indeed many indications that the number of 
those who died in the city was very great* The exlra- 
oidinary increase in the number of wills proved in the 
"Court of Hustings" affords some indication of this. 
During the three previous years the average number in that 
Court wi»s twenty-two. In 1349 they reached the number 
of 222 ; and the wills themselves afford further evidence of 
ihe rapidity wiih which members of the same family 
fcji*ow«:d each other to the grave. In one instance a son, 
who was appoinitMl executor to his father's will, die<l before 
pruhatt^ could be obtained, and his own will was passed 
through tlu: Court together with that of his father. ^ The 
number of probates gr;«nted in e<ich month is hom<! indica- 
te -ii of llu* lime when the mortality was Inghcst. May, 
with a total of 121, and July, with 51, .nc the largest 
numbers, whilst it is curious to obs.vTve t!i.\t ihc lareo 
iiuuibcr in May is accounted for by ilie fact that none were 
proved in April. J It may b«» surinit^ed tl;at this \vas 
broMght aboi:i by th<- comphrtc ])aialysis of all business 
about tiK* mMnth of Aj)ril in consequ'^ncc of the sickness; 



* Di. Croiglittui (://. sup,, j>. 129; mentions Unit** in the dMrttr of incorpor- 
auoo of the CorniKiiiy of Cntkr^, gramrd in 1344, cij^lii peisons ore namrd as 
W2«rtlens, arwl Ihest- arc sUilctl in h iiolc to have been al! drad five years a^tcr, 
t!:at is to s.iv, in the year of Uic Black Deiv.^. •.U9, altJioui^h ♦.iicir deaths arc 
v.sA. 8*.: il'iv.ii 10 tlu* jjlagiie. A^;i*:n, in tho arlic'.cr. o' Ibc llattrrs' C'jn»n;iny^ 
wnioh Were drav/v, up only a yrar before the ula>>uc lK.t(i;:i (D«*c.:mfi<;r i^, i."?!?) 
%ix pcrs.)ns are i:anicd as wardens, and tlitsc acccrdh'.jj to a n»>tc of l!ic time 
were all (lea* I Ui<Me the jrh of July, 1350, the^ cause of Ihr nioitaliry !x;inj^ 
atf^ain anmcntion-.d. j«ro!>a{>ly ^Krcau!»e it wu* {.imiiiar knowlec;^';- to »hosc thm 
li%in]i^. It is knowrn also that four wardens? of tne Goldsmiths' Company died 
in thr vear of the black Death." 

t CiitHlar of Wills m thit Court of Uua'.np^s, London, ed. H. R. Sharj*-.*, i, 
p. &zvii. 

* Th;: iollcwin;j is a table of the numbers : — 
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this View being strengthened by the fact that no Easter 
sittinirs of the Courts of Justices were held. 

Westminster was crrievouslv visited l)v the sicknes*^. On 
Miirch loth. I34^j, in pioroguini; the Parlian»ent for tlv. 
second time, the King declared that the plague l»pd 
incrcaav.d in Westminster afid Loiidon more seriously than 
ever* Some weeks later the great monastery \v?s 
attacked : early in Mav abbot iJirciieston died, and at the 
sann- linie 27 of liis r.H>Mkj werr c o'p.mitted to a common 
iT^ave in I he souliiern v.alk of the doister. To re'ievc the 
urgent necessities of the hous*: aiui those about it jewels 
and other ornaments to tht» value ot /.315 i.^s. Sd. — a large 
sum in those davs — were sold durine thr visitation out of 
the m(>;u»stic treasury. t 

At Wcstriinstor, t(j'\ the nosj)ital of St. James was left 
without inm.'it'.s. *' The then sjuardian and all the otiier 
bn*thren and si: tors, except onr," had died ; and in May, 
i34^\ Wiiliam de Weston, the burvivcr, was appointed 
i;i.irdian. Cha^'^ed \\ ith dilapidation, he was deposed in 
r^^ji, but in ^'',5.; tlv* iioiisc still remained without in- 
n.ates.t • * 

What happened at St. Albans has been recorded by 
Walsiiigham in tlie Gcsta Ahhatutn. Speaking of abtX)t 
Micha^il McTilmore, he writes: "The p'^stilence, which 
carried oQ wjil-niuli half of all mankind, comine to St. 
Albans i)i- was struck ly .1. premature drath. being touched 
by ti)f comi:U)': miser;, amongst tiie first of his monks,* 
wlio were carried oH -^v ihe -i'j.idlv ilis«.ase. And althousrh 
on ?daiindy ThurMlay (/./»., Thursday in Ploly Week) he 
felL ilu* beginning uf th«' ailment, still out of devotion to 
\\j\ •>. ^t, and in nt.-ir.ory o*^ our Lord's liuinilify. he cele- 
bratod soIcn>rI\ tlK; l^i,;!! Mass, and after that, befor^i 
dinii'.T, iimnbiy aii*.! icvor«'tii»y \Nasliod the: feet of liir poor. 
The:', after partaking of food, he washed and kissed the 

• Hyn.cr, F'tiirrj. v, p, O5H. 

f B. M«>. CVu.ii MS. Vit,-i?. 1:. i.r. f 1 .n/,. 
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iect of all the brethren. And all the offices of that day he 
performed alone and without assistance. 

" On the morrow, the sickness increasing, he betook him- 
self to bed, and like a true catholic, having made, with con- 
trite heart, a sincere confession, he received the Sacrament 
of Extreme Unction. And so in sorrow and sadness he 
lasted till noon of Easter-Day. 

" And because the plague was then raging, and the air 
corrupt, and the mpnks were dying day by day,'* he 
buried as quickly as possible. *' And there died at that 
time, forty-seven monks" over and above those who were 
carried off in great numbers, in (the mo:ia.slerics which 
arc) the cells (of St. Albans)."* 

In another place the same writer adds : " By God's per- 
mission came the pestilence which fiWept away such 
numbers. Amongst the abbots was Dom Michael ot pious 
memory, abbot of St. Albans. At that same time the 
prior of the monastery, Nicholas, and the sub-prior of the 
place also died. By the advice, therefore, of those learned 
in the law the convent chose Dom Thomas de Ri^^burgh, 
professor of Holy Scripture, as prior of the Monastery."!- 

From the date of ihe death of the abbot of St.. Albans, 
on April the 12th, 1349, it would appear that the epidemic 
was then at its height in that part ot Hertfordshire. The 
institutions for* the portion of the county in the diocese of 
Lincoln, however, show that it must have lingered op, at 
any rate in the northern part, till the late summer. J 

" In Hertfordshire Manors," writes Mr. 1 horold Rogers, 
"where it (/>., the great plague of 1340) was specially 

* Gesta Altatum S. Aibani (Rolls senes)^ ii, p. 3O9. 

t Ihid.t p. 381. 

X I'bc Mlciwirifi^ is a tabic of the Institutions given in Cluttrrbuck*s Jdri' 
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-destructive, it Mas the practice, for thirty years, to he.^d the* 
schedule of expenditure with an enumeration of the lives 
which wore lost and the tenancies which were vacated after 

The neighbouring counties of Bedfordshire, Buckingharii- 
shlie, dik\ lierkbliire sufleroj in the Fame way. Although 
the chronicles make no special mention of the ravages of 
the epidemic in them, it would, indeed, from other sources 
of inlornjalion, appear that during the tirst half of 124[) 
the mortality in this district was as great as in most other 
parts of th.e country. Thus, the j'oneral state of the 
country after tlie plague had passed n^ay be illustrated 
from a class of documents known as J }tqinsitioncs post 
vnrtciu. , Theoretically, at least, the whole country belonged 
to the Sovereign ; the actual possessors holding as tenants 
of the Crown, just as the smalkr farmers and peasants Jield 
irom the Unant /;; capiic. On the death of landowners, 
therefoi'c-, ili'j Crown exercised certain rights and claimed 
certain dues, which it levied on the estates, the King's 
officers hoUling them iwilil the rights of the Sovereign over 
the ii:-connng heir were satisfied. To secure these in 
eacii county, an oflicial was appointed known as the 
Escheator, whose duty it was on the death 01 any land- 
ov.ner, in response to the King's writ, to ^ummon a jury 
bound by oath to inquire into, and testify to, the extern 
and value ol the land held by the deceased p«-rson. Thr 
record of their sworn verdict is known as the Iit(/if:s:f:o 
post mortem, 

Tln'se returns made into the Kinji^'s Court of Chancerv, 
even as ihey now exist — many of them having been losi, 
or having otherwise disaj)peared — -show a great increase in 
number in the yiar 13J9. The average number of ihesr 
in<juisitiu:is for the two yeais 1346 and 1347 is less tha?i 
120; in 1J4«S th« re arc 130. whilst in iJ.;o there stil^ (wi.M 
31 T sutli records. That the number was xiiry considei- 

♦ .sYr CiHtunei 0/ Work ami Vif^es i, ;•. ^15, 
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ably more than this appears from the entry of the writs to 
Iho various Escheators upon the '*Or!ginaHa Roll" for 
1349. From this source it may be gathered that the number 
of writs issued by the King upon information of the death 
uf landed proprietors was 619. Somotiincs several such 
writs ;ire addressed at one time- to the ICschcator to inquire 
into many deaths in the same place.* 

These records afford evidence of the numbers of land- 
y owners swept off by the srourj^e, but th*rir •■p'jcial value 
lirs in the testimony they iifTord to the state ot varioui> 
manors and holdinj;s examined in regard to their value 
after the plague had abated. The smaller tenants paying 
r4?nt or performing land services were, of <:(>urse, the chief 
elem«:nt in the value of an estate, and especially wiieie 
the land was in common, as was generally the case, empiy 
farmsteads and cottages meant a proporti(>nal decreast? in 
the yearly value. 

Thus, to take some examples of t'le evidence of the 
epidemic in this district. Of the manor of Sladen in 
Buckinghamshire, not far Irom Herkhampstead, a jur}^ 
about the bcgmning of August, 1349, declared upon oath 
. that the mill was of no value, sihce the miller was dead 
and theie were no tenants left to want any corn ground, 
•• because of the mortalitv." The rents derived hithfni> 
from the free tenants, natives of the soil and cottag^-rs, 
had been ;{,I2 a year, now it is declared that there are no 
tenants at all, and that the land is l}ing uniilh.^i and useless. 
On the whole manor one little cottage, with a strip of land, 
held by one John Robyns on a service rent worth seven 
shillings a year, was apparently all that was considered to 
be worth anything. At another place on the same estate 
all tlie tenants and cottars except one were dead, and at a 
third not one had survived.f 

• Thuf, some tij^lit stnmiinir en the roll to|;cther dirrci !fM{utrif9 iuto Hcaih-^ 
tJi vaiknit Uiidrd propiictors at I lornsraburtcn, in Mclilernc«ii. R. O., OricpniilU 
Roll, 2.1 fed. 111., m. 17. 

t R. O., C\mhccty inq, pout muiUni, t^ Ed, lU., Ko. H^. 
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In Bedfordshire, by the end 6{ May, 1349, 'the same talc 
is told. A cloth mill on the manor of Storington is said 
to he idle and worthless, and the reason assigned is that 
** it stands em|>ty through the mortality of the plague, and 
there is no one who wishes to use it or rent it for the ^an^.i* 
reason.'* Land, too, is described as lying uncultivated, 
and woods cannot be sold because there is no one to 
buy.* 

In Berkshire, in July, 1349. on a manor belonging to the 
ilusee family the rents and services of the natives of lb'-' 
soil, *' now dead, '* which were formerly worth thirty-lvvo 
bhillings a year, are tk-clartd to be without any viiiue ^^ 
all, because, as the inquisition says, *' there is no on*- 
willing to buy or to hire the land of tlie said dead tenants, 
and since the land lay all in common it could not be cult*- 
v<ii.ou, and was thus useless. + In the same way, on the 
m.mor of Crokham, wliich had belonged to Catherine, 
wife of ihe Earl of Salisbury, even as early as April 23rd 
I of this year the free tenants and other holders, who had 

paid yearly £i2% ^vcie all dead, and no tenants could be 
got to lake up their lands. J In other plarcs there an* 
no Coiirt fees, no services performed, and no mills used, 
because all on the hind are dead ; houses and tenements 
also are in hand, and rents everywhere are either 
reduced or are nothing at all, because some or all of those 
who held the lands and cottages have i)een swept away.§ 

The institutions for the countv of Buckinirham show that 
in the year 13-1911 there were eighty-three appointments 
made to vacant livings. This is slightly less than half the 
total number of benefices in the county, which appears to 
have been 180. From the appointments that are dated it 

* Ihid., No. 75. 

f /!/i</., No. 77. 

X Ibid, (second numbers). No. 58. 

J C/. four iiKjui.Hitioiis in this countrjr ; I^sdicatw s Inq. post mortem, 

// Sec Lipscombr's History cf Buckingkamihiu, 
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a^ppcars probable that the sickness M'as at itsworst in the 
county in the months from May till September, 1349.* 

On the other side of London, the dioceses of Canterbury 

and Rochester divide between them the countv of Kent. 

Tke Archbishop had jurisdiction over the south-eastern 

|H)rtion with its long line of coast stretching from the 

Medway to the boundaries of Sussex. The diocese of 

Itochester included the western portion of Kent, which 

lies on the southern bank of the Thames from London lo 

•"^hcerness. The diocese of Canterburv was in nmnv 

respects peculiarly exposed to the chances of contagion. 

'nit were situated both Dover and Sandwich, the two chief 

points of communication with the ports of France, and 

through the city of Canterbury passed the main line of 

'"Oad between the coast and London. 

Thrice, within a few months, the Archiepiscopal See was 
^^eprived by death of its ruler ; and one, at least, of these, 
^tid very probably two, died of the prevailing sickness." 
The register of the prior and convent of Chrislcliiirch, 
Canterbury, during the vacancy, shows that institutions 
to livings in the diocese followed one anotlutr in rapid suc- 
cession, and that deaths must have occurred in a large 
proportion of the benefices of this part of England. t " In 
the year of our Lord, 1348, immediately after the close of 
the Nativity," writes Stephen Birchington, in his history 
of the Archbishops of Canterbury, " arrived ihe common 
death of all people ; and it l;^.?ted continuously till the end 
of the month of May, in the year 1349. By this pestilence 
barely a third part of mankind were left alive. Then, also, 
there was such a scarcity and dearth of priests that the 



The following is a tabic of ttie dated institutions : — 
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parish churchos remained almost unserved, and beneficed 
persons, through fear of death, left the care of the benefices, 
not knowing where 10 i2;o."*'^' 

At C«»nt<;rbury itself there is some evidence of the 
epidemic. The abbot of St. Anc^'islinc's had died of the 
disease at Avignon ; but no information has been preserved 
of what took place at the monastery itself, although the 
fact that abbot Thomas asked for and obtained from Pope 
Clement VI dispensations, *' on account of defect of birth." 
for six monks, whom he desired U* have ordained at this 
tinio, makes it more than probable that the pestilence had 
carried oH many members of tiie community, whose places 
it was necessary to fill. 

At Ciiri^tcliurch only four of the community died at the 
time, and (his comparative imnumity has been ascribed to 
the excellent watttr supply obtained a century before for 
the monastery from the hills. f Later on in tiie summer, 
however, when the new abbot of St. Albt-^.ns rested at 
Canterbury, on his way 10 the Pope at Avignon, one of the 
two i^)mpanions whom he had with him died of the sick- 
ness there. J In the city, also. tw(> masters were appointed 
U") ♦In* Ilos])ital of luistbridge, one quickly after the other. 
The prioress of St. Sepulchre's aiul tlie prior of St. 
Gregory's both died; but we can only suspect what happened 
in the communities at this anxious time, and among the 
people at large. .At Sandwich, in t!ie Jutie of 1340, the 
plague v/as still raging. The oUl cemetery was full to 
overflowing, and ihe ^n[T^a^/an bishoo was commissioned 
to proceed thither and consecrate a new piece of ground, 
given for the purpose by tht- Karl of Huntingdon. § 

One example niay be givtrn Iiere of the rapidity with 
which during the great sickness members of a family 

* \Vl!arti>i», Anglia Sacrti, t, p. 42. 

t .J. E. Thorolil Kogcrs, Six Centum i-s vf Work an J Wages, i, p. 321. 

* Gtita Abhatum (RolU series). 

^ //is/. A/SS. Ccpim., Li jihth Report, y.^jfi, Uattvlcys copy of this cxim, 
mission m in B. iMus. Add. MS,, 12, (iG^, \u\. \W.\. 
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followed one another to the grave. Sir Thomas Dcp.e, of 
Ospring, about three miles from Favershain, in the northern 
partol the diocese of Rochester, died on May the i3th, 
J349. At tiie time of his death he had four daughters — 
I^nodicla, live ye:irs old, Margaret, four years, and Martha 
and Joan, younger still. Ky July the 8th Martha, the wife 
*^f SirTIionias, had also died, and from the inquisition, taken 
yn Monday, the 3rd of August, 1349, it appitars tiiat of the 
^^jMron the two youngest wtre now also dead. Thus, out 
*>J a family of six, the father, motisn, and two children had 
*^^n carried off bv the disease.* 

In this <econd half of the county of Kent, which forms the 

diocese of Rochester, the sickness was fell as st:vercly as 

*n the Canterbury diocese. What Imppcn^rd liere is 

told in the account of William Dene, a monk of [Rochester, 

and d contemporary of the events I)e d*jsi:rilics. '* y\ phiguf 

such as never before had been hoard ol,*' he writes, 

"ravaged Kngland in this year. The Hisiiop of Rorhrstcr 

out of his small household lost fonr priests, liv(! gentlemen, 

ten sirrving men, seven young clerks, and six pages, so that 

not a soul remained who mijiht serve him in anv ofiice. At 

Mailing (a Benedictine nunnery) he blessed two .ibbesses, 

and both quickly died, and there were 'eft there only four 

professed nuns and four novices. To one of these the 

Bi5^hep committed the charge of the temporals, to another 

that of tlie spirituals, because no proper person for abbess 

could be found." 

"The whole of Ihi-i time/* says the writer in another 
place, "the Bishop of Rochester remained at Hallingt and 
Trotterscliff.i and he conferred orders in both places at cer- 
tain intervals. Alas, for our sorrow I this mortality swept 
away so vast a muiiltude of both sexes that none could be 
found to carry the frorpses to the grave. Men and women 
bore their own offspring on their shoulders to the church 

f Seme >:x rr.ilri Ircm ttocV.^ritcr. 
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and cast them into a common pit. From these there pro- 
ceeded so great a stench that hardly anyone dared to 
cross the cemeteries." 

The chronich-r calls attention, in the most distinct tcrms,\ 
to r. fnct mtmtioned by Uirchington of Canterbury, and / 
touched on by ti\e Jiishop of Rath and Wells (p. 8i},/ 
Tiaineiy, that dicad of the contiigion interfered even with^ 
ihe exr.rcise of priestly functions. These arc, perhaps, tha 
only cases in England v.hich lecall the terrible and un- ' i 
controllable fear wiiich in Italy issued in an abandonment/ 
of all priiiciple. 

Again, he says : '^ In this peslilcnce many chaplains and 
paid clerics re! used to serve, except at excessive salaries. 
The Bishop cf Rochester, by a m:nidale addressed to the 
archdea<:i>n of Roche>ler, on tl)e 27th of June, 13^.0, 
i»rders all these, un pain of s».i:*.pension, to serve siicii 
cuie;:: "* " end s(>ijk: priests aiul t lerirs reliise livings, now 
vacant in law and fact," writes tlie I.^.ishop, '* b'.^cause they, 
are slenderly provided for; and sonu*. having pcor livings, 
which liiev h'.ifl I.»n,* ;iL»o o!)i;Li!ied, are now unwilling to 
kecj) them, boc.iusf lluir siipoinl. on ;u'*niint «>f th<- dt-ath 
oi their parislnoiier--, :< so ni^'r.riesJ'-'y diniini^l'i:*' ih.i*. they 
cannot ^ct a iivip.<; and b'-ar ihe burtlen of their cure. 
It h:\s ciccordin^ly {happened tr.at parishes have ren^aincd 
unserved for a lon^ linv,?, .nnd the cure ailach.ed to th«;:*i has 
been abandoned lo the i;reat i-'in«^er of soils. We, dejlring 
to reined v tliis :is sonw ;is i)os^i'''e, by ih.e j^resvriit letters uer- 
wvt and prant sj>eciai IvcV. «.;to ;ill r«:e'Lf>''s rnc- vicars of cur 
citv and dio: /se instituted, or h'-p'altrr to i:(* instilu'ed. to 
such slender benefices as do not i)r')duce a true revf*niie of 
ten marlrs sU-rling a year, to receive dunnL; ilitiir f»ovcrtv 
an anniversary mass, or such a number of ma^sses :..> may 
bring their stip(Muls to this annual suMi/'f 

* Wliarion, AngOa Sena, i, j>p. ;;75-6. '1 his is ;in :4^.»iri*cl cf Ucre's 
account ill Mir KocUcstrr cirtuiary, !*. M;is. Cotton MS., !'au»t« 3. v, fT, 9C1 
et ujq. Cf, alfo Vitcll. .K. xiv, (t 575 ci itq-i. 
f a. Aii:«. r.iust. H., V, (. i;8. 
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/ llicn after noting that the Archbishoj) of Canicrbury, 

'Thomas Bradivardiiie, had died in the Bishop of Rochester's 

I palace In London, William Dene continues : *'jSo great was 

Ae deficiency of labourers and workmen of every kind in 

those davs that more tlian a third of, the land over the 

whole kinj'dom remained uncultivated. < The labourers and 

! skilled workmen v»ere imbued with such a spirit of r*b'/liio;i 

\ that neitht:r kinjj, law, nor justice could curb thcni. Tk* 

I whole people for the greater part ever became more 

'depraved, more prone to every vice, and more inclined than 

^ hciore to evil and wickedness, not thinking: of death, nor 

of thfr past plague, nor of iheir own va Ivy I ion. . \ . And 

priests, iii?lc weighing the sacrifice ol a contrite spirit, 

betook themselves to places where tliey could get laigc-r 

stipends than in their own benefices. On which aoconrl 

manv b»'nelices rcrnainrd unserved, whose holders woi:!d 

not be sta)'ed by the rule of their Ordii.ary. Thus, i\?.y by 

•Jay, the dangers to soul l>(»ll*. in c' :r,:;;y and in p^'ople 

inulfiplied." ^ 

" 'i hfO'jghout the whole of that winter and spring ihe 
Bi&hop of Rocheslei, a'i old and dec.repid man, remained 
at Troltoriiclif, >;iil<iencd and grieving over the siuh^cn 
change '>: the age. And in eveiy manor of the P>isliupi;c 
buildings and wall? icll lo ruins, and tlu't year there was 
hardly a manor which relurned a hundred! ptmnds. in the 
monastery of Rochester, also, there Wds su( h a scarcity ol 
provisiui'.s that the coiiimunity were troubled witii great 
want of food; so much so that the monks wert» ublii^ed to 
grind their own bread." The prior, however, adds the 
writer, always lived wtdl. \ViHi«'im Dene also relates mucli 
thai will come under consideration when the results of the 
great pestilence are dealt with. Here, however, it may be 
noted that he speaks of ** the B'shop vis'tlng the abbey of 
^Tailing and the monastery of Lesnes/' when he found 
them so poor "that, as is thought, from the present age to 
th'i Day of Judf^mciM iUvy tan n«iver recover?* "^Yoi^'iNv.^^ 
he notea that Simon Ishrji, on the day iil \\\s ewVVxcw^v^AV^^^ 
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as Archbishop of Canterbury, did not keep the feast^ as v/as 
usual, with great dis])Iay, but to avoid all expense kept it 
simply with the inonks in their refectory at Christchurch.* 

To this account of the state of the diocese of Rochester, 
written at Iho time, it is onlv* necessary to add that the 
:iun)ber of benehces in tliis portion of Kent was some 230, 
>vhich will serve as some in<lic3tion of the luimber of 
clertiy carried off by the j)revaiHnij sickness. 

The dio<*ese of Winchester inchides the two ceunties of 
Surrey and Hampshire and tin Isle of Wigltt. On the 2ith 
of October, 1348, Bishop liclyndon, the occupant of the 
see, addressed a lett<. r io !iis cler^jy nrdcrini^ jirayers.t It 
bear:? UT»on it the slunn c^f IIk? !u>rror which h.nd seized 
upon the minds of a-l bs rca.^on oJ llu! reports now 
comino; lo hand of '.vliat line! t;;r:<»n p!:w o i:i other couutries. 
" William, by Divir.e providence, l^lvhoj*,*' he writer:, 'Mo 
the. prior and cha]">ler of our Chi:r«.h. oi Winchester, health, 
j.M-ac'^. '^^(S ]jen(!c[ic!H:n. A voi<'C i-i I\:iir»a has been heard; 
iniicl; W':^;Mni> .'<i''.' •.'r\'i!.ir 1 .vs s-.:ijnd^*([ tliroujirhout the 
v:»riov,s co«'.Ptries *>f the f;H..'bi-. \;'-ti<^PS, C;*jirived of their 
child-en in tlie abvss ol an uishearu plagnc, refuse to be 
consoled because, as is tcriil>:i' to !i(!ar (.'f, ciii«*s, towns, 
c;'.^tIe^^ and villaL'es, ach.*:-' ed wilr. noble :hu1 hap.dsomc 
lieiiilitH^s, :n)'l •^•or.t iip to rlie present to n'joicc in an 
illcistricus pf oj;!e, \\\ yV.Kv: \\Isd')m ai-d »:0Mnsel, in th.eir 
strv.'iigtn, ;*nd ill the b'.rauly t;f ^lii.'ir mutrons and viij^ii'S. 
whcreli:, too, every iov p.boaiided, and whithet n*«uiti- 
ludes 'if ]>eople fJoc^eJ from afar for rclit:f; all these 
have al'-eady .been <i1rij"'ped (->{ th(*ii population b) the 
caiapi'lv of the saici p<-;-lileMy: nH;re (.riiel than anv 
two-Cilrred sword. A'..<k jpio liiosr said i^'a.'fs n.»'v none 
dari- enter, but fly far fro;n then, as from the \Sm\\\\ of 
wild beasts. Kver}* joy )ia< ct-ased i'l them : pleasant 



t tor llio use <»f hi"* tr:iriscrij:i^ of the Hish( |>'s Hej^istrr, a:i well as for 
;isj.'.«»!aiicv ill all '.hnt re'atcs lo ♦^lc \ViMh;*'.er *lioc:^c, I an 'mirUrd tw* the 
kindness of t\ J. B.i'.'^cn% F«v\.» <A Wu.cVAvt. 
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rounds are bushed, and every note of gladness is banished. 
^*hey have become abodes of horror and a very wilderness ; 
■ruitful country places, without the tillers, thus carried off, 
^re deserts and abandoned to barrenness. And, news most 
grave which we report with the deepest anxiety, this cruel 
plague, as we have heard, has already begun to singularly 
afflict the various coasts of the realm of England. We 
^**e struck with the greatest fear lest, which God forbid, 
^^e fell disease ravage any part of our city and 
diocese. And although God, to prove our patience, and 
Justly to punish our sins, often afflicts us, it is not in 
'^^n's power to judge the Divine counsels. (Still, it ts much 
^o be feared that man's s^'usualily, wliitli, propagated 
^y the tendency of the old sin of Adam, from youth in- 
clines all to evil, has now fallen into deeper malice and 
i^stly provoked the I-)ivino wrath by a multitude of sins 
^o this ciiastisemcnt. '\ 

" But because God is loving and merciful, patient, and 

^bove all hatred, we (larncstly beg that by your devotion 

He may ward off from us the scourge we have so justly 

deserved, if we now turn to Him humbly with our whole 

heart. We exhort you in the Lord, and in virtue of obedi- 

^ncc we strictly enjoin you to come before the face of God, 

*^'ith contrition and confession of all your sins, together 

With the consequent due sati>faction through the efllcacious 

\Vorks of salutary penance. We order further that every 

$5unday and Wednesday all of you, assembled together in 

t.he choir of your monastery, say the seven Penitential 

l^salms, and the fifteen gradual psalms, on your 

Icnees, humbly and devoutly. Also on every Friday, 

together with these Psalms, we direct that you 

chant the loni; litany, instituted against pestilences of 

tliis kind by the holy Fathers, through the market-place 

of our city of Winchester, walking in procession, together 

with the clergy and people of the said city. We desire 

i/tat .lit should ha .summoned to these soVcumv \iVOce.ss\^v^'& 

anj urged to make use of other devout e.x^tc\^^i^, ^w^ 
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directed to follow these processions in such a way that 
during their course they walk with heads bent down, 
with feet bare, and fasting; whilst with pious, hearts 
I hey repeat their prayers and, putting away vain conversa- 
tion, say, as often as possible, the Lord's Prayer and Hail 
Mary. Also that they should remain in earnest prayer to 
the close of the Mass, which at the end of the procession we 
desire you to celebrate in your church." The Hishop then 
concludes by granting indulgences to those who approach 
the Sacrament of Confession, and shall in these public 
devotions pray that God " may cause the severity of tho 
plague to be stayed."* 

On the same day. October 24th, 1348, Bishop Edyndon 
issued other mandates to his clergy generally, and to the 
archdeacon of Surrey in particular. He charges them to 
sec tliat, in vi<*w of the terrible plague which v/as approach- 
ing, all are exhorted to frequent the Sacrament of Penance 
and to join in the public prayers and processions to be 
made v/ilii bare feet in towns tlirough the market- 
places, and in villages in the cemeteries round about the 
churches. 

On November 17th, on the nearer approach of the 
epidemic, the Bishop granted faculties to absolve from all 
reserved cases, reminding his people of " the approved 
teaching of the holy Kath(!rs, that sickness and premature 
death often come from sin ; anri that by the healing of souls 
this kind of sickness is known to cease." To guard again^t 
;iny possible danger of cloistered nuns being left by iIkt 
death of their chaplains without confessors, he at thfr samt* 
time sent to every abbess and supeiior of religious women 
in his dio((*se permission to appoint two or three fit priests, 
to whom he gave faculties to hear the confessions of Iht: 
nuns.t 

Before Christmas time the sickness was aln-.idy in the 
diocese, although it w.is only beginning. On the 19th of 

* Hcjj. Kttvmt'»n, li, UA. i^. f /M., fT. i7l*.iS. 
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Janiiary, 13491 Bishop Edyndon wro<e to his official that 
he had good tidings to announce — tidings which he had 
leceived with joy — that "the most holy father in Christ, 
our lord the Supreme Pontiff^ had in response to the 
petition of himself and his subjects, on account of the 
imminent great mortality, granted to all the people of 
the diocese, religious and secular, ecclesiastic and lay, 
who should confess their sins with sincere repentance to 
any priest they might choosr — a plenary indulgc-nce at the 
hour of death if they departed in the true faith, in unity 
with the holy Roman Church, and obcctienre and devotion to 
our lord the Supreme Pontiff and Iiis successors the Roman 
liifhops." The Bishop consequently ordered that this 
privilege should be made known to all as quickly as pos- 
sible.* 

/ At Winchester, as at this time in other places, difficulties 
about the burial of the dead who were carried off by the 
pestilence soon arose. By January many benelkes in ihc 
city had been rendered vacant, anH without doubt the daily 
dcalh-roll was becoming alarming. Tiie clergy for many 
reasons were desirous of restricting burials to the conse- 
crated cemeteries, but a party of the citizens had clearly 
made up their minds thai in such *?n emergency as the pre- 
sent the ordinary rules and !a\vs should be, and must be, 
set aside. In order, apparently, the better to e»u"orce thrir 
vicv/s they set upon and seriously wi^unded a monk o( iSt. 
Swithun's, who was conducting a funera« in the u.sual bin»al 
place. The Bishop took a serious view of the olTence (,*n 
January the 21st, 1349, he addressed an oiJer to tlii- prior 
of Winchester and the abbot of l!ydr ordering sermoos lo 
be preached on the Catholic doctrintr of tho resurrection 
of the flesh, and excommunicatiim to be denounced against 

* IbuL, fol. 1 1). The Indulgcnre was tu la»t until Easier, but tl'c time wan 
tfultseqittfitly cxiemieil to tlie fenst of St. MidiacK This rxUMiMon was minified 
Irom A%'i^TKin by httvr d,itcti aSlh AprV, 134<^>; V\\t Vo^c V\tte. 'j^v^wXtC; >>\^ 
rswr>«u'ii ii,tbally. On 25th May Ht>hct> V'.d^uOion ttt\V vviX. >>c\« ^^vv>^^^^^-^-- 
nicHf cY tiic «ir! r.vii, aiiil i^sdcrcd u tw \« n\a<\t Vwo^u ai wvtt. 
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those who had laid violent hands upon brother Ralph dc 
Staunton, moi:k of Winchester. ** The Catholic Church 
.snread over the world," he savs, *' believes in the resurrec- 
tion of the bodies of the. dead. These have been sanctified \ 
by the reception of the Sacraments, and are hence buried, 
not in profcTine places, but in specially enclosed and conse- 
crated cemeteries, or churches, where with due reverence 
they are kept. like the relics of the Saints, till the day 
of tlie resurrection.'' Winchester, he continues, should set 
an example to the whole diocese, and above other places 
ouji^ht to reflect the brightness of the Catholic Faith, 
Some people there, however, not, he thanks God, citizens, 
or ev<Ni those born in the city (who are wont to be con- 
spicuous in their upright lives and in their devotion to the 
Faith) » but low class strangers and degenerate sons of the 
Church, lately attacked brother Ralph de Staunton whilst 
burying in the appointed place, and when by his habit and 
tonsure they knew him to be a monk, beat him and pre- 
vented him from conlinuir.g to bury tiie dead amongst 
these tlien* waitin'r for t'le resuriection. ThinkiniT, there- 
lore, that mischief was lik':ly to ensue in regard to the true 
C\itholic belief In the resuireotion of the dead, he orders 
the doj.lrine to be preach.ed in the churches of Winchester. 
From all this it is (juite evident that tlie crisis h.vJ brought 
to llv surface^ as it had previously done in Italy, a denial 
of Oie first principles of the Catholic Faith. 

riisi^op Kdyndon fi!»tl'.LT :jdds that seeing that "at this 
tiii)e" the muititiide of tl;(.: ^niihful who are dying is greater 
than ever before, piovi.-ion siu)uld l>emadt: " that the j>co[)ie 
ot tl\e \'?.rious j>:ir»slu's m.iv havt* pron^pt opportunity for 
speedy burial/' «;n:i tliat liie old r».ipeterics should be 
cnlnriLred aivi n*:w ones dedicated.'^ 

'lliis, Iiowever, did no' end ihe diffjcullies. On the 13:41 
of February, 1349, letters were directed by the King to the 
abbot of Hyde, John de Hampton, Robert de Popham, 
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and William dc Fyfhide,* ordering them to hear and deter- 
mine a complaint made by the Venerable Father, Willian> 
de Edyndon, Bishop of Winchester, concerning the break- 
ing down of walls and other boundaries of the enclosure,. 
whereon the abbey of Hyde formerly stood, adjoining the 
cemetery of the Cathedral church of St. Swithun's, Win- 
chester, which had been granled to the priory by the 
King, Henry I., on the removal of the abbey. It appears^ 
from the document that **the Mayor, bailifls. and citizens 
had entered upon the usurped portions of the said land, 
and employed the site thereof to hold a market twice in the 
X week and a fair twice in the year." By this •*lhe bodies 
of the dead had been iniquitously disturbed because, 
owing to the great mortality and pestilence of late, and 
the smallness of the parochial burial grounds, the Bishop 
in the exercise of his office had consecrated the said ground. 
and many interments had t<iken place in it." The Commis- 
sioners, or two or three of them, are directed to view liie 
said area, cemeteries, and closes, " to empanel a jury, and 
to examine evidence and generally to iry the case."t 

Taking the dau*s of the institutions to livings in the 
county of HampiibireJ as some indication of the period 

^ Any doubt about the pc^tilrnce to which this letttrr rcTers Ls removed hy the 
dates ci the deaths of thcic last t«%o named. John de Mampton died 4U1 August, 
■35^1 atnd William Fyfhide on 18th May, 1361. 

t Winchertcr Cathedral Archives, Book ii, No. Ko. In B«K}k i, No. 1 20. is a:t 
''Exemplification of the record and procecdinjirM by the Bishop of Winchester 
against the Mayor and others concerning the limits and boundaries of the 
chaichyard, where the abbey of Hyde once stood, called i\w cemetery of St. 
PHer," Amio 33 £d. III. (1349). 

X The following table will give the Institutions for I lants : — 
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whr ::. the deaths wore iroft frequei^t. it would appear ihit 
ihe height of th'* 7. la 5 tic was rc.iched in the mor.lhs of 
robrcc.rv. Mnrch. .:nJ Aurii, 1340. in one month. Vav. 
i r. c c-e- J . : }; r r ■::::: < »'.• r 01 b^ ?: c *i o v s ti I : ed was m o rc t h :i n J cibV 
*.'.•: rvL-ra '•: •:: I'/c \v:v?:c twelv? r.^or4th5 of anv o! ll:c thr-"t 

h: the C':un:v •»! Surrev, March, April, and Mav wer: 
appciTjr.i y tho wor^t r^.jr.'.'..s : and in the last mrr.\'i 
:be nur^h'j'r 01 vl-^r-^v instiiiilcd to vacant Hvini:.- \v:- 
cou'^f* ::K-t oi the Drevi'.'j-: v; n^^- aver^sZt-."*" 

>o i:r c"; trie: 5 ^\ .-'o ;**•.■. ::vi r.:crc than others. Tlius 
in :;*•:" K..^j.r'^-T\ or •ias!Pj;slv"<e. in llv,: norlh of Hampshire, 
at one linti or oi:p_-r. ai^ i cV.i«.-:lv in thv nionlli of Mar«;l\ r»v 

vcslc^n ^:^Ic •-»• tV.c roupty st:ve»'a] institutions are niaJo ir. 
! -.i^riM-v. :i: .: a c?*^?!i^o:.ir;e number m ^:a^c:K !\t- 
i.-'.*-:rc'i ri.cry i-: \V:":-''.'rf. wlici-e tiir prior d:c<I c*: 
l\'S'-.!;irv J:-'., .-ii-i j!. i::c •■est o\ the conimuni'.v b^it 
one o-:i •.".<'>• ."•y.'.*.\vj-i Iii-n 10 ir.e '^rave, is situate*! close 
to t'.e boi;r..!:irits oi :l,.nii.»>h;re. s.i\d an instilulion was 
niaiie to :. llvirx not *wr •'.•stanl on rebruarv the "th. 
0:i:* o: *:v:? ^-.1'.:."^! v;:o>..* j'vs was Fordiniibridije virara^'^c. 
a!-o net :.ir :r.»r.i \Vi!ls>.irc, whicl: appointment was 
n.a.Ic d tiie 2:s* o: I^-crr^ber. : 548. Onlv two davs 
iatc tliL-rr was ;i:-i>^iei!tly ti:e *'-rs: br^j^Inning of the pla^jue 
at bor.than^T»:<':v l-re •=^'«.^t:ieTn co::st of the countv 
v:' p "-allv ro'.::«; aboi:* P:^— * •"'••v.:*.>. an. I Havlin^ island 
s 'J. I:' red ':':•••:'.%• in A'rl'. i-.r*: Marv'h. anil in the later nionili 
ar.: r'.-corcc:! r.inne'i-'us ii.>;i:'r.io':s t«^ livings in the Isle of 

■ ''rilr ..f I' sr.rui .-.5 :•■: "^urrcx : — 
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Wight and in the country between the southdowns and 
the so-i. On January the 14th, 1349, a new vicar was 
appointed to Wandsworth by Bishop Edyndon, "beciusc 
to our pastoral office it belongs," he says, '* to have charge 
of the churches, and to provide for the needs and wants, 
especially whilst the present mortality among men con- 
tinues to rage/'* 

Mr. F. J. Haigent, who for many years has made the 
episcopal n'gist«;rs and oihcr muninx-nts of t!n' dioc<'sr^ of 
Winclirster his special sUidy, writing of the tiTccts of this 
^rv.iii rpidi.'inic, says : ** Wc h.'ivc 110 inrans of ascrrtaiiiing 
the actual havoc occasioned among the religious houses of 
this diorcse . . . but in thr hos[)ital of Sandovvn, in 
hJurrey, there existed not a single survivor, and of other 
religious houses in the diocese (which comprises only two 
counties) there perished no fewer than 28 superiors, abbots, 
abbesses, and priors." 

Of Sussex, the adjoining county to Hampshire, which is 
conterminous with the diocese of Chichr-ster, tlie loss of 
the episcopal registers makes it liilTlcult to speak witli 
certainty as to the number of clergy swept off by the 
pestilence or as to its effect upon the religious houses. It 
is certain, however, that the disease was not less virulent 
here than in other places about which definite information 
is obtaincible. 

At Winchelsea the King, in the year of the ]>iague, 
*349> granted to John de Scarle, the parson, a messuage to 
the cast of the cemetery of the church, which formerly 
belonged to M<itilda Lycotin, who had dii-d without leaving 
any heirs. '* Ou: of devotion to St. Tliomas," the King 
gives this house to the church for a rectory Imuse for 
ever.t That the town suffered considcia'oly seeing cle?r 
from the fact that in this year, 1349, *' ninety-four places in 
the said town lie altogether deserted and un;nhabitcd."i 

♦ Reg. riilyniion, i, foi. 38. 

t H, 0., OriginalU Kill, 23 Ed. m..m. j-j. 
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And both here and at Rye the bailiffs claim th-il in J354 
they have not received /iS is. out of £ir. 17s. 5d., s'ip- 
posc*fl to be due froir. ihtMii, for taxes on Ihciv^ towns, 
because so many houses are destroyed and He deso'rit- 
there/*^ 

Incidentally it is knov/n that John de Waring, abbot of 
Box<^rove, died some time before May 20th, on which diy 
the monks had leave to elect anotlier superior. Also from 
a chance <'nlry in ihc Va\ registers it appears that on J'jIv 
Ihi* -5lh, 1319, a nrw vicar wns instituteil to Whaddon, in 
Can\l>ri<ij;esl»ire, on ihe presentation of the fourth prior of 
the Monastery of Lewes, to which the livini^ was appro- 
priati?d. It is explainetl that the reason why the fourth 
sujierior in the ho!ise had presented was because '• the 
prior, sub-prior, r»nd third prior were all dcad."t I-asliy, 
a year or two after th.o epidemic had passed, even Batllc 
abbey is said to be in great straits, and "in many ways 
dilapidated " (mnltiplicitcr dilapidaiur)^ about which the 
King orders an in4i»iry.+ 



; » \\. O., L. T. ]{. McHMTanaa TloH, 2S VA. IH. 

j t :<. Mus. Cole MS.. 5.824, p. 7S (from Ucg. Lisle, fol. 24). 

X WA. r.»t. 27 h(l. 111., pars. I, m. 4. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE EPIDEMIC IN GLOUCESTER, WORCESTER, WARWICK,. 

AND OXFORD. 

In the last two chapters an account has been given of the 
great plogue ol 1349 in the south frrn portion of Englt^od. 
In somewhat less detail the story of its ravages in Gloucester^ 
Oxfordshire, and the Midlands must be here told. First. 
however, the general account given in the chronicle of 
Galfiid le Baker, who appears to have been a native of this 
district, may here find a place. 

In all these narratives there is, of course much ren(;ti- 
tion. But it is just this absolutt: co:>iri«lcnce, even to thf* 
use of the same terms, in writers of different countries, or 
even of the same country, who could not have had any 
communication with one another, that brings home to the 
mind the literal nrality of statements which, when read 
each one by itself, inevitably appear as gross and incredible 
exaggeration. It so raged at Bristol, writes I.e Baker, 
that the people of Gloucester refused tho.^'i ol )3ristol 
access to their town, al! considering that the breath of 
those so dying was infectious to the living. KwK in tlic 
end Gloucester, and Oxford, and London, and fiiuilly all 
England, were so violently attackc'd that hardly a tenth 
part of both sexes survived. The cemeteries not being 
sufficient, fields were chosen as burial-places for the dead. 
The Bishop of London bought a croft, c.illed ' No man's 
land,' in I^ndop, and Sir Walter de Manny one called * The 
new church-hawe ' (where he has founded a house of 
religious) to bury the dead. Cases in the King's Bench 
and in the Common Pleas RecebS»rily ceA\s*td. i\. ^"j^x* 
nobles dit^d, amongst whom was S\r jv>\\i\ >\owV^CiY^>i.\'^ ^ 
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Captain of Calais and the Lord of Clistel (?) in Calais * and 
they were buried at the Friars of the Blessed Alary ol 
Carinel. in London. An innumerable number of the common 
people and a multitude of religious and other clerics passed 
away. The mortality att.-'cked tlie young and strong especi- 
ally, and commonly spar<-d the old and weak. Scarce any- 
one dared lo havt! contact with a sick person ; the healvhy 
fied» leaving the goods of the dead as if infected. Swcllinga 
su'.idenly breaking out in various parts of the body, racked 
the six-k. So liard and dry were they tliat, when cut, 
scarc:»ly any ll'.iid niatl'.T came fron> them. From tins for::i 
of ll^e pu'.ini'j inanv. ti.ro'jHi \\\c <:utiin;r. after naich. su^cr- 
:ng, rccovt.red. Others !i;k1 small black pustules distributed 
-ovi^r ihe whole skin of the body, from which very few, and 
indtred hardly anyone, n-gaiiied life and strength. 

•'This lerri')!': 'jL^lilcnce, which l)ri:;in at l»riscol oil tl^.e 
Feast of ii>e Assumnlion of the Glorious Viririi, and in 
London about ih.e IcMst of St. Michael, racjod in Encriand 
for a whole vcar and more so S'jverrlv that it c^rniilvtelv 
einpiied many country villages of every individual of th*' 
liuman species. . . . The following year it devastated 
Walt^s »is wi:'il as ICn;L;land, and then passing over to 
In-land It killed tlie Fui^llsli in!iab?tants there in v-re.it 
numbers, but tht; pure-bloo^Uid Irish, liv?ng in the mountains 
and higli lands, i( hardly touched lill A.D. 1357, when 
unexpectedly it destroyed them evcrywhere.'*t 

The mention bv Le Iniktr of WaNsand Ireland sujiircsts 
a b'ief statemen: of wl:;it is ncorded as to the ravaiies of 
the p^jstileme in tlir.se two countries. Of Wales hardiv 
anything is known for certain, although the few items of 
information that we possess make it tolerably c(*rlain that 
Ltt I.5aker's statement that it "devastated" the country ib 

* At ]>. 92 of the prirunl rt'irioii of tli:. clirtJUciC the .ntithor i!c-.cfibc3 the 
bicakins; oui of the plague in France, just after thetiikinj^ tf Calais bjr the 
ErjjliNh. He .ittril>tile> the irucir betv/ecn the Fieiuh and the Englibh tv tlie 
<-;>i(ii'n)ic. 
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not exaggerated. In April, 1350, Thomas de Clopton, to 
whonfi Ihc lands of the lale Earl of Pembroke, Laurence de 
Hastings, had been leased during tlie minority of the heir, 
petitioned the King for a reduction of £,\SfO out of the 
j£340 he had engaged to pay. The property was chiefly 
situated in the county of Pembroke, and the petitioner 
urges that, " by reason of the mortal pestilence lately sr> 
rife in those parts, the ordinary value'' of the land could 
not be maintained. Upon inquiry the statement was found 
to be true, and ;C6o arrears wore remitted, as well as £^0 a 
year taken off the rent.* No institutions for any of the 
four Welsh dioceses are forthcoming, but on the bupposi- 
tioii that half the number of th** benoliccd clergy in the 
Principality were carried off by the sickness, the number of 
benefices in Wales being about ^'l^^^ the tot.al mortality 
among the beneficed clergy would be nearly 400. 

With regard to the religious houses in Wales also, little is 
known as to tlic cITect of the pestilence. Tl>e priory of 
Abergavenny, an alien priory the»i in IJic King's handti, 
was forgiven the rent due to the King's exchequer, as the 
prior found it impossible to obtain payment at this time 
for his lands.t And seven-and-twenty years later, the 
small number in some fairly large religious houses raises 
the suspicion that they, Uke so many English monrislerles 
at this time, had not regained their nornial strengtii 
after their losses. Thus the Cistercian abbey of Whithmd, 
in Carmarthen, in 1377 ^^^ only a community of the abbot 
and six monks ; the Augustinian priory at Carmarthen had 
but five beside the prior ; the Premonstratenslan abbey of 
Tallagh only an abbot and five canons, whilst the prior of 
Kidwelly, a cell of Sherborne abbey in Dorset, had nt^t 
even a socius with him.j; 

Some account of what happened in Ireland may be 

"^ R. O., Originalia Roll. 34 Ed. III., m. 8. 
f h.O^ ^oK. Ctaus., %i Ed, 111., m. i>, 
t «. O., acrica! SttbsUlr, V (R' ^- Wl.") 
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gathered from the relation of friar John Clyn, a Minor 
of Kilkenny, who himself apparently perished in t 
epidL^nric. " Also this year (/>., 1349),"* he writes, "a 
parlicnlarly in the months of September and Octob 
bishops, prehates, ecciesinstics, religious, nobles and othc 
and all of both sexes ^^nerally, came from all parts 
IreliMul in bands and in i^reat numbers to thi* pilgrinm 
and the passai^^e of the \\:it:er of Thol-Molynqis. So .niu 
so, that on many days you could see thousands of peoi 
'locking; there, some through devotion, others (and inde 
most) throui;h fear of the p«*stilence, which then \v 
Vfiy prcvplent. It Hrst commenced nearD'iblin, at Howt 
and at DroohtH'.i. Th.tse cities —Dublin .ind Uroohoda 
il almost dcs'.royrd and i:mptied of inliabilaiits, so l\\ 
from the bri;inninj^ of /vUi^^ust to the Nativity of our Lo; 
in Dublin alone, 14,000 people died.'* 

'['h»*n after spt^akincf of the commencement of the plai( 
and its rnvnta's at Avi«'-no!i. the author continues : — '* Frc 
thr I>ri«^*riii:n<' of all timt* it hr«s not be<*n h^ard tluit 
rnany havt* dit;d, in an equa.! time, from pestiicTice, tami'^ 
or any sickness in t!ie world ; lor earthquakes, which, wt 
lelt for long distances, rast down and sv. allowed up ci!i^ 
towns, and castles. liie plat^iie too almost carried ' 
everv inhabitant from town*^, cities and cr.stlcs. so [h 
lIuTi^ was hardiy a .soul h*!'. to dwr'Il there- 'i hi.- pestilon 
was so contaj^ious tliai those toucliing the dead, or iho 
sick of it. were at once infected and died, and both t 
penitent and the confes.s->r werr together borne to t 
<Tavt». Thrijii^ii fei«r and hoiTor men hardlv dnred 
ocrform wo'!<s of pietv and mercv ; that is. visitini' t 
sick and burvinj^ tiie dead. For manv di^'d from absces? 
and from itnpostumes and pustules, which appeared on 1 

* The author sfcms to imply tliat tho j-lajuf rc.ichcd Ircbn:! in 1,548. \* 
however, probable th.-it 1549 *^*-'' *•* '■c«i'*'\V il'c jfntr, *or in that year, on j 
i.|, Alexander 'ic H^knor, th« Ar(.h":)isho|.» of Duolir., i'ic<!, anJ also the Uislu** 
Mtath U\ the ^;'nK• niojiih (1/. Ciuns, S,ni:^ H/'ii. /u/'.'«.', 2»9.) 

f Dalkjy ii: tiic margin. 
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I thighs and under the arm-pits : others died from affection 

o( tlie head, and, as if in frenzy ; others through vomiting 

of blood. 
"This year was wonderful and full of prodigies in many 

ways; still it was fertile and abundant, although sickly and 

pruiuctive of great mortality. In tl?e convent ot tlu! 

Minorites of Drogheda 25, and in that of Dublin 23, (riars 

died before Christmas. 

"The pestilence raged In Kilkenny during Lent, for by 

tfcc 6th of March eight friars Treaclicrs had died since 

Christmas. Hardly ever did only one die in an*'' house. 

but commonly husband ar.d wife together, with th<*ir 

<^Midren, passed along the same way, namely, the way of 

death. 

•* And I, brother John Clyu, of t!ie ord^r of Minorites, 
r^nd the convent 01 Kilki'imy, Imvl written th<!Se noti;- 
M'orthy things, which have liapperw^c^ -.v. iiiy time and whieli 
I have learnt as tvorihy ol belief. Aud lesl n<>iahle acts 
should perish with Lime, and j^ass out of the mcnmry <>f 
future gene r.it ions, seeing these niany ills, and that tl»e 
world is placed in th** midst of 1 viib, I, as if amongst the 
<!ead. waiting till death do eom«r, have put into writing 
truthfully what I have heard and vt ril'icd And that <.iie 
writing may not perish with the scril^o, iin<! the work i:.il 
with the labourer, I add n.irch merit, to co-Uinue it, 'f by 
chance anyone niay be left ir* the iut»iu» and anv child ot 
Adam may escape this pestilence and continue the work 
thus commenced."* 

This account of friar Cly!» is borne out by one or lvi'.» 
documents on the Patent Rolis. T hiis in Jnly, 1350, the 
Mayor and Bailiffs of Cork stated in a petition for relief 
"that, both because of the late pestilence in those paris, 
and the destruction and wasting of Iannis, houses, and j)os- 
sessions, by our Irish enemies round about the said city," 
they were unable to pay the 80 marks' tax upon the 

• FrmFjohn Clya's Ahm^ds of /rfland (ed. /ris* .4>ch.tologUalS4K*wi1,\%v>^, 



^.At*» . ..• . 



.^^ -I I Tl -T" -^^ >■ 



CLOUCESTER, WORCESTER, WARWICK. AND OXFOI 

place.* Also the citizens of Dublin, in brgging 
allowed to have i,ooo quarters cf cora sont for the! 
state in tl-e petition o( their Mayor ''that the n*»f 
and other inhr.bitants of ihc city arc gravrly impo\ 
by tne pestilence lately existing in the said couni 
other many misfortunes wJiich had happened t 
Lastiv, the tenants of the roval man'»rs in Ireland 
the King for special proiection. They urs^ed that 
by reason of the pestilence lately existing in tl 
country, and bttcause of the excessive price of pre 
and other i-oons charged bv some of the officers 
* land to the tenants, liu-y arc absolutely reduced to 
ol ])ov';i-ty.'' + 

AftL»- *his brio! vlii»re:»sIoTi !ipon th-.- pl;:*i,'ue in \Va 
Ireland, a return n;ay he made to K:;Ldand. Tlie 
of Worcester* sufiV-Td from the di^r.ihc chiollv 
summer moii'Liis of the vear :^^o. The in>titut 
liviriiTs in the c(>u:uv, '.how t.iuit in 67 parishes out 
ih.y liicumLKMil cli.nit'xrs at this time. In several i.i 
ilie-v art' reco^'hrd tjiore thin oj:e ch-aTic»i», so th:j 
half 01 the ioI.iil number of bonj.'ices in tiie cotrntv ^ 
onr. time or otiier vacant durinir tiie pro«riess of th'» i 
rhe higliest nu.ml)er of n[)j>oinii:se'its to livin;?;s 
county in .:ny one mont;) v^:.s ii; Jnl), whilst each 
from May to \'ve!nlc-r ;;'ves irdiration of some 
cause at work pr(^«hiclni^ tiu: VJjcai.cies. In the li 
moni.hs of ilu; year and i'^ December oiily si-s: ifsti 
are recorded. § As exan^ph^s of benel'ees which fell 

* Rot. IVit., 25 Ft!. 111., \KKr< 2, m. if). 

t /^^/., iO Kil. III., l>'>'s ., '1. !T. 

t K. ()., L. '1*. U. MinuviiM'l.t KoU, i; KH. ill., Milr.ry tfr?r>, m. ; 

§ The iV.lowinj^ is a tri'.)!c s'lov iri^ the Instiiuiiiii!:. in scir«e m(«Mth 
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nore than once during the period there may be adduced 
^* Great Malvern, to which priests were presented on the 
Tl lolh of July and the 21st of August; and Powick, near 
^^ Worcester, to which institutions are registered on the 15th 
^ of May and the loth of July. 
^ /n the city of Worcester, as early as the middle of April, 

3* difficulties as to the disposal of the bodies of the dead were 
fort-seen and provided against by the Bishop, Wulstan de 
f Braunsford, who himself, an old and infirm man, died on 
} the 6th of August, 1349. On the i8th of April, this year, 
^^^ Bishop wrote from Hartlcbury to his officials at 
*V'orccstcr, to the following effect : — '* Carefully consider- 
"^g and not without anxiety of heart ofien remembering 
"^V dangerously and excessively, alas, the burials have in 
**^^se days, to our sorrow, incnrased, in the cemetery of 
^^T cathedral church at Worcester (for llie great number 
^* the dead in our days has never been equalled) ; and on 
^*^is account, both for our brethren in the said church 
'Ministering devoutly to (jod and His most Glorious Mother 
*^r the citizens of the said city and others dwelling therein, 
^'id for all others coming to the place, beca:ise of the 
^'^rious dangers which may probably await them from the 
Corruption of the bodies, we desire, as far as tiod shall 
^rant us, to provide the best remedy. Moving deliberated 
Over this, we have ordained, and do ordain, that a place 
fit and proper for the purpose, namely, ihe cemetery of the 
hospital of St. Oswald, Worcester, be made to supply the 
deficiency in the said cemetery of our cathedra! church 
arising from the said cause." He consequently orders that 
it be made known to the sacrist that all burials may at 
his discretion, " in the time of this mortality, he made 
in the said cemetery of St. Oswald."* 

Leland mentions this cemetery in his Itinerary, whore, 
speaking of the " long and fayre suburbe by north without 
the foregate/' he says there was a chapel to St. Oswald 
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afterwards a hospital; "but of laicr times it was Iprned ta 
a free chapel, and beareth llie name of Oswald, and here 
were wont corses to be buried ij^ time of pestilence as in a 
pnblicke eemitory for Won^e.ster."^* 

The general state of the country parts in the couilty may 
be {;i^ai!ged by the account given by the King's Escl)eator 
for \Vor<:ester at this time. This oflicer, named Leo de 
Pert(»n, was called upon, amongst other duties, to account 
for the reccij)ts of the Bishop of Worcester's estates, from 
his death in Aujjust to the ai)pointment of a successor at 
the end of November, 1349. I lie ])irture of the county *.J 
generally which is presented in liis nrply is most distressing; 
tenants, he says, could not be got at any price, mills were 
vacant, forges weie standing idle, pigeon houses were in 
ruins and the birds all gone, the remnant of the people were 
everyw!»ere giving up tlieir holdings ; the harvest could 
n()\. h'i giithcrv'd, nor. had this been possible, were there 
any inhabitants left in the district to purchas<* the produce. 

Coming to the particular ease of the Dishop's temporali- 
ties, he claims that of ^l40 supjKj<ed to be due, on the 
calcr,iation of normal } '*ars, so nuich as £^4 was never 
received. For in that year, i34(}, the autumn works of all 
kindi. were not pertormed. '* On the divers manors of the 
said bisht^prick they did not, and could not. obtain more than 
they allowed, on account ^.f the deri**! h of tenants, who were 
wont to pay rent, and of customary ten:»nts, who used to 
pjtrlorin th*: said works, but who had all died in the deadly 
pesiiience, which rageil in t!i'; lands of Ihe said bishoj)rick, 
tluiin-j and b^.-fure the (niie of the said account.'^ 

In the in^juiry, the JOsrheator pred.uced a letter from the 

* Green {tforcistrj-^ j). 144.) speaks of '.hr measure.* taken by the Bishop 
for ilir imhllc safety as rcHcvinj; the ciiv *' irtmi an alanniiii; evil,* and by it 
the jmi^hcs of St. All»aii, St. lUKii, St. S\%i!ni:n,St. M.irtin, S\ Nicholas, and 
All S jirit.si, " whose churchyards wrrc very r-jMi'-jc! and iiotcqui! to the reception 
of the j>ar'.>chial iltceascd, wcr*; porniittr:! to piirta^e of the Kamc ailvuntajves 
of sepuhurc. . . . iUi.cc St. O-iw.ili*.-. h.jpil p'./jnd ha» accumuUted thac 
;»fiuJi^'iwos as^cniW *{;;e cf tumu!'iM< m wl'i-jli, 4l tlustirnc, cannul be viewed witti 
iniHflcicfCi: \yy thr n»c»>t cm^ory vcV.ilur.'' 
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King,* saying that he had no wish that his official should 
be charged more than he received. As a consequence of 
this, two commissions were sent into the country to try, with 
a jury, the matter at issue. The Escheator put in lists of 
tenants from whom alone he had received anything, and in 
the end the jury came to the conclusion that his statement 
was correct. The particulars disclose some matters of con- 
siderable interest in the present inquiry. For exjimplc, on 
the manor of Hartlebury there had been ' thirty-eight 
tenants called virgaies^ because each had farme^d a virgate 
of land: thirteen rall'jd nokelonds, twenty-one called ark- 
men and four cottars, who rendered certain services, valued 
at 1 06 shillings and i J Jd. a year, including a custom called 
" yardsilver.*' Nothing could be got of these services, 
" because ail the tenants had died in the mortal sickness, 
before the date of this account," and in the return of the jury 
there are said to be only four tenants on the land paying 
2s. icd.t 

That this was not a mere passing difficulty appears 
vCertaln when, some years later, in 135^, the same Escheator 
asks for relief of /J57 15s. 5W., which he could not then 
obtain on the same estates, once again in his hands, by the 
translation of the Bishop to another See. Speaking of the 
/work of the customary tenants, he says : ** That he has 
.'not obtained, and could not obtain any of these, because the 
, remnant of the said tenants had changed them into other 
services, and after the plague, they were no longer bound to 
perform services (»t this kind. "J 

The results in the neighbouring county of Warwick 
are naturally similar. With the counties of Gloucester 
and Worcester it formed the ancient see of Wor- 
cester. The institutions of clergy in the county, given 
in Dugdale's History of Warwickshire, show that before 
April and after October only seven of such institutions 

* Dated Octcbcr 36th, 1352. 

t R. O., U r. R. Memoranda HolV, %(i Ei\. \\V 

; Ihkd.^ tS FA, HI., Midi, tctm, m« %^. 
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were made, s'j'bat the ptslifencc was life in the counlV'-" 
the stiminer months of 134'.!. the institutions in ihetv;o 
montlis of June and Julv being iha hightsL* 

Ii] some instances the changes were very rapid; thus a*- 
Ditchford Kriary an ir.cuiiibeiit came on July the 19th, aii^ . 
by August the 2:;nd his successor was appointed. Kenil — ' 
worth, too, was tlirlce vacant between May and August-" 
At Coven! ry, on May 10th, Jordan Shepey, tlie Mayor, " wh<^^ 
built the wtti called Jordan well," died.t In July ihc arch— "^ 
tieacon of Coventry and a chantry priest at Holy Trinitj-^ 
were carried off. In August the Cathedral prior, John de-"^^ 
Dunslabie, was elected to iill the vacancy at the priory, and -^ 
shortly after Trinity church l)ad a new incumbent. At -^^^ 
J'utieyworth the abbess. Leticia de Kexsiall, died, and a— ^^ 
successor was appointed on October 13th, 1349. 

hi Oxfordshire, whicli iit the time ol the great visitation -^^ 
of the plague, formed part of the large diocese of Lincoln, -^ 
the number of benefices, exclusive of the Ctxford colleges, -^ 
was some 220. H.ilf this number consequently may be "" 
estimated as that of the deaths of the beneficed clergy. 
The disease was probably prevalent in the county about 
the same lime as in the adjacent places — that is, in 
li!f .-jjring and summer nionllis of 1349. The prioress 
01 Godsiow>', for example, died some time before May 
the :;c'lii, on wliich day the royal permission was given 
lo elect a successor, and the prior of St, Frideswidc, 
Oxtoi-d, very much about the same lime; since on June ist 
N'irhclas de Hungerford received the teniporaiilies upon his 
election. 

The cily of Oxfoni, willi its large population of 

■ The faili.wii.y iali!r. g-ivos Uic iiunibcr ol Iiii'.i'uliim* in some nlonrh*^— 
\.\\,ui.\ May. .lu.ic. i July. , Auj'. Sr,-t. | 0<.-t. | 
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5=^tuclcnls, appears to have suffered terribly. *' Such a 
riestilencc," writes Wood, '* that the like was never known 
before in Oxon. Those that had places and houses in the 
ciountry retired (though overtaken there also), and tiiosc 
that were left behind were almost totally swept away. The 
school doors were shut, colleges and halls relinquishrtd, and 
none scarce left to keep possession, or make up a compe- 
tent number to bury the dead. 'Tis reported that no less 
than 1 6 bodies in one day were carried to one church yard 
to be buried, so vehemently did it rajye.'** The celebrated 
KitzRalph, Archbishop of Armagh, who had been Choncollor 
of the University before the event, declares that in his 
time of office there were 30,000 students at Oxford. f In 
tins statement he is borne oiit by Gascoigne, who, writing 
his Thcoloi^iaal Dictionary /\x\ the reign of Henry V!., says: 
*< Before the great plague in England there were few 
quarrels between the people and law cases, and so there 
were also few lawyers in the kingdom of Kngland and few 
in Oxford, when there wer(i 30,000 scholars at Oxford, as I 
Viavc seen on the rolls of the ancient Chancellors, when I 
yas Chancellor thcre."J This concourse was diverted by 
tiie jMjstilence, since in 1357 FitzRalph declares that there 
were not a third of the old number at the schools. 

In the year of the visitation Oxford had no fewer than 
three Mayors. Richard de .Selwood died on the 21st April 
of this year, and tlie burgesses then made choice of Richard 

♦ YVoocI, Uutory and Anii^uUic^ of the Umvasity of Oxfurd (cd. Gutcti) n 
449. 

t Hail. MS, jQco, fol.2. Trtvisa's translnion of FitzRrJph's P>ni..<itio 
r-jam /Vy>« , •* So yt i.. rny tyn,., in yc University v{ Oxofonl wen: thrilty 
thrusxtiui scolcrs at oi.cs. anl now Uih uniicth .ix thousand " 

: Gascoign... /.,«-, rx Ul^r. iW.ialu.n^ ol. J. IC. Tlu.roM Refers, p 302 

he cduoron the passage says : •• Tlu-y (;... the students) come fron. all part^ 

f Lu,ope JhenumUrsccmsinacdiblc. l)Ut Oxfordshire was. to jud^Tc ro;n 

rio, the wealthiest cou.ny i„ K„gU.,u by a ccnsi<lerahl. proportion. . . . This 
. Zr: 'V'"^'""^^^ '^y the great plague. . . f, scenorea Jt^ 
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de Cary. Before he could reach London to take the 
oath to the King he was taken sick, and the abbot of Osney 
was named as Commissioner to attend at Oxford and ad- 
minister the oalh of ofilcc to him. On May igth the 
abbot certified tliat he had done this, but on the i6th of 
June, letters dated from Oxford two days previously were 
received in London announcing the Mayor's death and the 
election of John Derefonl in his plac<^* 

Without doubt Oxford had it^ plague pit like other cities. 
The late Professor Thorold Rogers, writing about this 
pestilence, says : ** I have no doubt that the principal place 
of burial for Oxford viciin^«s was at some part of New 
College garden, for when Wykeham bought the site it 
appears, to h.'jv<i been one which had been previously popu- 
lous, but was deserted some thirty years before during the 
plague and apparently made a burial ground by the sur- 
vivors of the calamity."t 



* R. O., L. T. R. Memoranda Roll, 23 Ed. 111., Mich. 
V Six CtitturUs f// I fork and //'<//:«, i, p. 223. 



CHAPTER Vlir. 

STORY OF THE DISEASE IN THE REST OF ENGLAND. 

The history of the great pestilence in the diocese of 
Norwich which includes the two eastern counties of Nor- 
folk and Suffolk, has been graphically described by Dr. 
Jessopp.* The results at which he has arrived by a careful 
study of the episcopal registers of the diocese and the 
court rolls of sundry manors may be very briefly sum- 
marised here. The epidemic was at its height in the 
East of England in the summer months of I349,t and the 
deaths in the ranks of the clergy were very alarming. The 
average number of institutions in the diocese yearly for 
five years before the sickness was seventy-seven. In this 
single year 800 parishes lost their incumbents, 83 of them 
twice, and ten three times, in a few months ; and by the 
close of the year iwo-thirds of the benefices in the diocese 
had become vacant. 

Of the seven convents of women in this district, five lost 
their superiors, and in at least twelve of the religious 
houses of men, including the abbey of St. Bcnct's Hulmc, 
the head died. How many of the subjects in these 19 
monastic establishments were carried off by the sickness 



* The Comh^ ^f' tke Friarr, pp. 166-261. 

t l*he following b a tabic of the Institutions during four months : — 
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can never be known : but bea»'ircf in mind what was 
rcninrkfHi at the time, that tl:e disea.-c hardlv ever entered a 
house without claiming nianv victims, and what \v<- kiiow l»{ 
other !>laces of which thero is definite in for mat ion. the 
suspicion mav be allowid thnt th.e roll of the dead in ih. 
reliirioiis houses of ]£ast AnirHa was very hariic. Ai licver- 
iiii;l;ind t!ic j)rior and capiOUr* dit d to a man, and at Hick- 
lin^^* oidv one survived ; neitlier Iiouse ever recovered. la 
llui CDlJege ol St. Mary-in-ihe-Fields. a!: Norv/ich, five oi!t 
oi Ihe scA'en [)rrhen(!<'«.ri(:s \\\ re carried ofT, whilst tlvj Fi -a.i 
of ';ur i.<k1v, in ihe ^.nnv citv, are all said to Jiave Ali-.d. 
AlU'j^t.lher, Dr. Jls^o»)j> calculates thai some 2.o<x> clergy 
in the dio( ese must have l)i'i*n carried olt by the dise;*se in 
I few uionlhs. 

{•'roni ilie court rolls the same e\'iden e is addiif'ed fiT 
iIh* tiTfibli! mortality amonj;^ the pcophj. Dr. Jessopp had 
colle'cted many sliilvin:; proofs o[ this, from wiiich oiii: or 
two exam!iles may bt (juotcd. On a n^anor called C'jrna.;d 
Parvp. there wen? about ^o tenants. On ^^ist Marcli three 
nu.ii an^l six wonieii are rei:i>leied as havinii dietl in two 
n^.onths. 1 'urin'!^ the next luu'tth i -^ m<Mi and womer, seven 
\N:t:^<.ut iieiis, v. ere cprri-d off. and by 3rd N\»vemhv:r tiiere. 
vn- M'i mo^^e ;ir:?lhs ncnruc'l, *i:ul i>f these 13 have left 
no r(^latioiis. '] {:';is durinr': tlur incider^.ce of the plaj/ue 
sonn' .>! f.'ii-iili'^s (»n tiiis one iumiioi- lirid disapj>.r!»ied. The 
Dri'" '. of the '>la«'e h.-.d dirul ir. ►*'5e':t('rid)er.* 

To taki* ai'other ex.'»m]>i-. At Munsla»iton on the i6th 
(if ()ctoi>f.'r, ij.;<). it was fouiM- lliat iii two months iyj^ men 
and 15 N\()r!ier. had be- n cirri-d olT. ii» "51 instances onlv 
v.'omrn and cliiMren had been It-It to succeed, and in nine 
ther- V. ere :-o known h.eirs. (a ihi-? small pari-ili, and in 
oi.ly e:;^hl n oiit.lis, : 72 ]^rr::ons who w-rre tenants of the 
ma-K.r hail died. (U these, ;j\ had lei I no heirs male, and 
TO ii(» blood relaiio'ts ;it allj* 

To these cxamph's may be added one taken from the 

♦ I'm/., |v ioc. + //•'., i>. 203. - 
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court roll of the manor of Snetterton, about tiie centre of 
the county of Norfolk. A court of the manor was hdd on 
Saturday in the feast of St. James the Apostle, that is July 
25th, 1349, and it is called ominously the Citria pestilcncic, 
the Court of the Plague. At this meeting 39 tenants of 
the manor are named as having died, and in many 
cases no heir is forthcoming. One tenant is i^pc'-ially 
named as holding his house and ten acres on condition of 
keeping three lamps ever burning before the Blessed 
Sacrament in the parish churcli. lie is dead and has left 
no other relation, but a son iG years of age. 

The larger cities of East Anglia, such as Norwich and 
Yarnjouth, suffered no less than the country districts from 
the all-pervading plague. The historian of Norfolk has 
estiniated the population of Norwich before this catastrophe 
at 70,000.* It was un<juestionably one of the most flourish- 
ing cities of England, and pa*?sessed some 60 parish 
churches, seven conventual csiablishments, as well as 
other churches in the suburbs ; and on the anthority of an 
ancient record in the Guildhall, Hlomelield put down the 
number of those carried off by the epidemic at 57,374 
Such a number has been considered by many as altog<*ther 
impossible, but that the city was reduced considerably docs 
not appear open to doubt in view of I he fact that by 1368 
teo parishes had disappeared and fourteen more were sub- 
sec|ucntly found to be useless. ** The ruins of twenty of 
these," says a modern writer, ** may still be scen."t 

Yarmoutli in the middle of the fourteenth centurv was a 
most flourishing port. When, to assist the attack of Edward 
on Calais, but two years before the plague, London furnished 
25 ships and 662 mariners, Yarmouth is said to have sent 
43 ships and 1,950 sailor^.j William of Worcester, in his 
Itinerary, after speaking in praise of the town, says : '* In the 

♦ Btomefield. //iitory »/" AV/o/A- (folio cj.), il, p. 681. 

t F. .Secbohra, Ikt Jitaek Oiulh and its plnct in Ett^CuK- Ui-vlw^ ^tv Vw\- 
Mi^Aj/y Renew, SqiC. fat, 1 863). 
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great pestilence there died 7,000 people/''^ TTiis siate- 
meiit is- probably b?l^e(^ upon the number of persons burieu 
in onti <jhiu*]iy:ird. I' or in a petition of burgesses if Yi*.r- 
moLith in tiie begiunlnt^ of tl:e sixteenth centery to ilc-^.ry 
VII. it is asserted Ih.-^t ♦oe pro:;ptTOus condition of the tt>vvii 
was destroyed bv thr iTeat r-ia-^ies during ih.e n'V'A o! 
Kdward !if. In tlie lliirlv-lirst vear of this reisfn, tliev sav 
— probably nMstakinr^ the year — 7,05-? peopit: weie l)firit:;': 
in Ouir churchyard, * by n:ason wbereoi tiie ino?t p?rt 0* 
the dwr^lino^-placrs and mliabilations of t?ij s"».;d tov :• 
stood d*.s<^h'.to and fell iiit<» utter ruin nmi decav, vh'-:'. 
at tiiis day are <;ardi*nK and vohl groi.nds, as it evitbvii.v 
apin-ared." 

It is, more-over, ce'-lain thril Yarmouth Church. la»*r:e ?•> il 
appears in these days, va?, before the plafX"c of -^VJ, »''^« 
anij>l(' i:nuu^;h for the ]jopulation,t ind preparaticr.s ha-I 
alnrady been ma*!'; lor eu'.i.M'lerabiy enlarging; its na\'.-. 
Owing io tilt' pestilence the work was not carried. o;«J. Nor 
is this the only int>l'uuc in the county where the it.darge- 
menl of churclies .dieadv vast was rc.idered unnece?sarvbv 
the d.iminulion of inhabitants through the sickness. It is 
imiMjssilde to examine the ijfreat churches whidi abound in 
tlie counties of Norfolk and Suffolk without coming to the 
conclusion that th(»y were Iniilt to serve the purposes of a 
large population. 

To take one example, the tax on the town of Dunwlch 
had been granted bv the Kinq: to the monastery of Elv ; 
but in 135 T the inhabitants petitioned lor relief as they 
were nuile unable to find the money ior the royal collectors. 
'I'he King gave way to what he calls ** the nilation of the 
men of the town of Dunwich," wliich recited tl)at " the 
said town, which before this iime was completely inhabited 
by lir.her-folk, had been reiideted tiesolale by the deadlv 
j)iagi!e laie ra^^ing in those pari-, and by our enemies the 

* Ivf. VasiuiO', p. ■^^J^. 
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French seizing and kiliing the fishermen at s^a, and still 
remained so.'** 

From Norfolk and Suffolk we pass to the adjoining 
county of Cambridge, which is conterminous with ilvi 
diocese of Ely. The Bishop of the diocese, Thomas de 
Lisle, was abroad at the time when the plague broke out in 
llic county. On the 19th of May he wrote to the clergy o! 
his diocese, forwarding the letter of Stephen, Archbishop 
of Aries, and Chamberlain of the Pope, already referred to 
elsewhere. By this anyone was empowered to choose his 
own confessor, "since in all places now is, or a ill be, the 
epidemic or mortality of people which at present rages in 
most parts of the world. "f The Bishop had made arran:ji'- 
meiits lor the government of his see during his absence 
abroad, but on April 9th, 1349, he wrote from Rome, 
making other dispositions in view of the plagutj. " Ry 
reason of the epidemic, as it is called, wonderfully increas- 
ing in the diocese," as he has lately understood bv 
people from ihence, he, ** for fear his former Vicars 
Gtmeral should die," augments their number. And, lurtlier, 
** considering how difficult it is for two people to agree about 
the sam^r sentence, he appoints John, prior of Barnwell, 
singly and solely to dispose of all vacant benefict^s, and in 
case of his death, or refusal to act, tlien Master Walter do 
Peckham, LL.D., to be sole disposer of them," ai«d then 
six oihers in order; a provision which itself shows how 
slight he considered the chance of life for any individual. 
In other matters any of his Vicars General could act ; and 
'* in case of any death putting a stop to business, as was 
likely in such a mortality," whidiever Vicar Genera! was 
present should act until the arrival of the three specially 
appointed.} 

The foresight of the Bishop was not unnecessary. From 

* R. O., RoL Clans, 26 Ki!. lU., ni. 5(J. This b rqHrated on two occasions in 
itjrnext 3rc:;r. 
t B. M«it. CgU MS., 5^14, fol. 73. RxUa«*.U koc\\^t^«\jM 
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I lie nionlh of April Viurancios followed quickly one iijioi 
anotln-r. For three years previous to i;>49 the averag'.* 
»Minljcr of institnttons n^corJed ia the episcopal r'-i^:*t^r> 
Av^is nine, and in 13J«'^ it was only seven. In this yt ar oi I'm* 
ijre:it .sickness ijj .ip«)oinnnents ^o livings in the i-iocesc 
uerc tkKuie bv t'le C:slio])'s X'icars, and in Jiilv alone t'.v/r • 
wer;: 25/^ The prl<:)r oL Barnv/ell died ca«-'y \\\ liie comsr 
of t'lo sickness, proij.ibly evt^n before he could have 
rei; 'ive(^ llie Dis'Uii/s coriiniisuion to act for iiini i:*. th^: 
matter of vacant benelices. 

In June Lhiie arc evidences of t!ie mortality in ibe 
Cath.^LcIral priory o\ ICly. Oi\ the 23rd of the month John 
de Co. Chanc'jllor of t'he diocese, acting as th»i Bisiiop's 
rcpresenLallve, accc-rding to tiie coniin'sbion, appoiMttrd -i 
new sub-pri<.r to the monastery, and again oa July the ::vA 
n cellarer ai^d carn.rar^us. A week later, on the oth of lu!". 
I3^(j, " ^Mollier iliriip Dallvlp.iij. iale sacrist of lily, beipi; 
dead, and the said iTolher f'.-'ulin'js (ihe camerariiis) benii; 
likt^wise thad :::vl :>olh cif them buritd, he appointed to 
both oliices, r:ai:^.(dy, br.uher Adam de Lynsted as s.icrist. 
and brother John of St. :\ e^ as camerarius/'t At the 
sa«»>e lime rlso two (\ianli*.ef in the Cathedrr.l became 
vacant ; om<-. i::\\U u ' li^e grem chantry," twice i:i two 
raoiiths. 

'll»e number of clergy carried away by the sickness in 
this diocese may be estimated from the number of vacant 
benelices. DeductinL; the avera«^e number o{ yearly 

'* TV.*: fo'lowii!;^ t.'il»'.o wiil 'z'w. tht irjirJ'cr for some r.wnUis :— 
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institutions, it is fair to consiJttr that 89 priests noldinj^ 
benefices died at this time.* The proportion of non- 
benericed clergy to those bcntTiced was then probably 
about the same as it was in the second year ot Ki"^ 
Richard II. The clerical subsidy for that time shows J40 
bene ficed clergy against 508 non-beneiiced, including the 
various religious. t On this basis at least 350 of the clerical 
Older must have perished in the diocese of Ely. 

The University town of Cambridge did not escape. On 
May 24th, 1349, the church of St. Sep»ilchre*s fell vacant, 
and already in lulv several of the churches were without 
incumbents. Towards the cml of April tlie Mast«;r of the 
ho^ipital of St. Jo'.in died, and one Robert de Sj?ronston 
was appointed to succeed. Then he died a short time 
after, and one Roger de Broom was instituted on May 
•2i^th; but in his turn Roger died, and another look pis 
pl.Mce. 

Cambridge, too, had probably its common plague \v.K. 
*• .So'iic years ago,'* v/rites the late Professor 'i'horold 
Roger?, •* being at Cambridge while the foundations ol ih'.: 
new Divinity School were being laici, 1 yaw thai ihe ground 
was full of skeletons, thrown \.\ without :\\\y attempt .it 
ori>r, and I liivinr:.! thiit lhi> miust Itave been a Canibridge 
plague pit.'t 

A curious document preserv»^d in the bishop's archives 
shows how severely some parishes must have suffered. It 
f is a consent siven bv the prior :Kr\(l convent oi EIv to a 
proposal of the Bishop to unite two parislies in Cambridge. 
It mentions the churches of All Saints' and St. Gilts', ol 
Cambridge, near \.\w. castle, and states that the parishioners 
of ihe former are, for the most part, dead in tlie pestilence, 

• Bcnth.'».m, Hiatory 0/ //nr Caihatral Church of hl'y^ i, }». i^i, Itas the 
following note: Register Uls^c*, fol. 17-ai. Hiiic ot:itcr iioLiiuiuni ''uxi, 
numcrum cL*ricorum parochUUuni in tula Dioce&i ^hrn. htx: t'.'tn)ior. fuUi^: 
145, aut circitcr ; ex hoc autem nimicro, constat ex Rrgtstro 9a ln«ititi«tiout *. 
tuisse ir.fia annum 1349 (anno iiici|>tentc 35 die Maitii). 
t Cl(rrii:a2 SubsjJi', \' , 
X SfJ CtMfartt* nf IVvik and ff'oKrs I, p. •♦.l?^. 
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cir.il (h.osci that had hcvw Ic^t 'ilivr; had gone to tht? pnii*«ji.N '■: 
oIIkm* churches. It al*^o savs that, the niu>|)lc of Sr. (i!*-** 
have d^c-d, niul. furlli^T, that tlic nave of All Saipts' is in P- 
ruinous state, "and the hones of llie dead expose* Iv 
beabis.'' Th'3 lJisIhij> consequently |)roi>oses to unhr ihe>i- 
two ancieiH parishes cf Camhrids.^e, and in this c^ij^f-il to 
thi! proposal a iLili:nps.: is almost aceidenJally .'»*Tt»rdv'd o' 
the ui:so*atio'i '.v-'otigiil in tlio Uiuversity lov, n h: '.hx 
terrihle scourLCe."^ 

An example of what was probably very g-jneral thro-.iijh- 
o:i< til'/ coi!nty iri .'ifforthHl by a roll oi' accounts f'jr :i 
Ci FP'oridi/esiiire mar.o'* in this vear. Consid'wT:»b!e c^x:iv 
of n*nts is not.ed, ;'.nd ro wonder, for it W(>idd reem tlu'.i 
SO tenrsiuiits an<l .:.. c'»lla;M s wttre in hand, and tlial ihr 
services which the holders would otherwise have p. ndercl 
have lo be paid l(»r. \\. lil:\ster 13 cupyltolders' tcneevrit> 
are v:un»'J. aiul by tV^ivrcnst. another 30 <ire a'ld'-d to tiiC 
Icni:; !;st.T 

The clerLTV' were rvdiUNn! to the i^riatest Gtraits mi con- 
sc'ciuence ol' the (!eat^^.> among tlic'r parishioners. l»rid- 
ing to a »)n)po-ii;>nal diminiaio'a of t'neir incoint^s. On S^-:^- 
t<.::i)ber J^)lli, i3;o» ^'*'** r>i::ii'>p'b X'i'^ar adilresstrd a ^ett'-r to 
John LyMe; \ic.'rot A'! .^>:iifM'=i'. Jur) , Canu)ridge. i" " Wc 
are inloriii* d, " he savs. ** l.-s* voiu fn fiin?n^ ronn)laint i!-.:t 
<he ooitinn cop*,:nj/ to voi: ip. the s:i!l .lv.irt!» is ki'.own to 
cons!>t on.l*- of ,.llv!rir:gs nt tiu* jvirisiuoners. and tl:?l tl:c 
s;»nie parisinon«T.; li'iv(i br^ii si i^wep! aw:^y by the p!a;^i:c 
nc»toriu«j.^lv !;«L'i:i}»" i"."i ti^.is >er-»* tliji* tlu; f^fferint^fs of il'.t* 
said '.;i)ure!i d;^ n-'/* ri'.'.l^lt:*- \\v ti t* n-'Ci i*^ilivs t.'i dfe. :""I 
ili.^t von caiUV't »'ls!'w'rre 'ibt^in h« Ip t^"' h.ear the [)urt'':P 
lai«' uoLJn M)J. (Jn this iiccamt von have hianblv :)etit:o:j.*d 

A'j.y, 13(0^ ar*i ci)nsc(|ui-..tjv nni% icVr :!•.>*> to IIh' dirci* oI Ih* I'*.*/:- 

t ?. 0.; T>.(ljy of l^-mra^'cr, Mi-i*. A-.vts.. lJuii»';': :S8, No. 471. 
J It was this ch'iii.h ^%}ic^i •^'inie yc:ir» I'li-..* wa» dvcliicd tj b^ in a 
ruinous sVit". 
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US to be allowed to have for two years an anniversary 
(mass) for your necessary support. Since your position 
in God's Church does not make it fitting that you sliould 
seek alms, particularly for necessities in food and clotl\ing, 
we <^rant you the permission askrd on the condition 
that as soon as the fruit and revenue of the said por- 
tion be sufficient to properly furnish you with necessaries 
you altogether give up the income of this annivc rsary 
(mass)."^ At the same time a similar permission was 
granted 'to John Atte Welle, vicar of St. John, ** in Meln- 
street,'' Cambridge. 

T]\r adjoining county of Huntingdon forms a portion of 
the great diocese of Lincoln. In it there were some 95 
benelic<.'^, whicli may give some indication of the probable.* 
nultibi. r of deaths in the ranks of the clergy of the county. 

The bbbot of Ramsey died on the roih of June, 1349, 
and the King did not, as usual, claim the temporali- 
tirs (luring the vacancy, but allowtnl.the monks to pay a 
smMTef ^um than was usual ; ** and, be it remembered," 
says' the dbcumrnt allowing this, ** that because of the 
depression' of the said abbiry by the present mortal 
peVtilenct raging in the country, the said cu.stody is granted 
to the prior and convent for a Icssi-r sum to pay to the 
King than at the time of the last vacancy. "t 
/ \mo\\*^'\\\t/nt/uisiiiont*s post mart i'm \^ one relating to 

the manor"6f Caldccot, in lluntingdoo.shire. It formed 
part' of the estates of Margaret, Countes> pf Kent, who 
died oit St. Michael's day, 1349. Many houses of the 
manor* arfc 'represented as ruinous, and of no value, Rente? 
of assize,' fbi'fnerly worth £^ a year, this time produced but 

fifty t^hillin^s; an old mill, whi(^h hitherto had been let with 

I .i 1'.. • ... 'I •■ ■' 

•Co!c\ik, '^ii^.fol. 81. 

t R;0.;'CM);inaUa Rof!, 23 Ed. HI., m. 6. Among the Ministers* AccouQts 
(Q. R., 'Miiift.' Accts.,' Genial 5veri^s, 874, No. 9) is a set Iwluntj^ing to a 
Ramsi^^ n^^npri a^ tliui time.' '^ Many holdings of natives **' are Mid to he in 
hand *'oii account of the iKrstJiciice,'' and in one place ** \% N>x^;tt«s'\A\^CEA^^ 
for the same ic:isun. 
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lanJ for mo pounds n voar, i< new onlv worth 6s. iSd.. 
•• btjcan^e of thr pc5*?;ence it couM be let at no h^slier 
rate." And, lastly, iho ices' c; the n»anor court had <»:ni: 
from I ?5. sd. :o ;s. ^li. * :iiroj:;!i licarth of tenant^ 



t • -v. : %. . 



i^r-jv»*'.-'Jin'^ wi;slvv:.r;l from. iii:nt::i!iik»nshire, the cour.iv 
of Xoa!!:::r.:^lop rex: c-i:: !S r.i!.c-;nion. JudiTcJ bv tlv: 
lists of I:;s»itut!ons tri'. »":* in IlriGCt-'V r.islorv of t!ie countv. 
there vere chan-cs at .'»:< j^* riuJ i.\ 131 instances out of 
2S1. In ^!f:v^*r• /;.>e- •-\v-» ;;r 'Mcr:: 1*51 rinses occurred ir the 
fam*.* !>!.Tcc ir. ij,~'.> <'' '^ •-*' im!" -j.-r •»? ?n?i!:;:t't»ns \vr.< 

I'roiri tiie inslii-Jtions it a* lu ars liktl'i that iIk' loun of 
Xorlhanif-t )n was attacke'i :iio>i sevcrrly aliout Itic Octo'i'^r 
of the venr i ^a.o ; c.: iear^t, on .\o; v-iisli'." the ist two 
ar)iJoint'ii«-nls \v». r-j inali; -..* Iiii*vj:= iS.r,- 

As i;» ll'f ri:^!' i!s li-ji:--: ^.:^l i.;:t;itil a!« itre ^:ii(I to h;ive 
riie^i ol ilv-* jjl:i:,".c. Wi.iiain ce Ski it».!:. ih--* prior, was 
cairi'-'* I'V 'jv tin- sickiijs", iiid tli»* n-nlal of llie hi^L*>e was 

m 

.subs* (juviitly tlrciartrd ♦•> i)c ir.adt'f;»:.''.it» for its .<upport. 
At UcuM^rc-v (Jorv*!.:. Call.rrine K'lvvt. tiie abbess, tell 
a victii:! i'^ tl);* (lis^M^e. At \V ^r:l:orp. the suptrrlor, 
ICmn-a dc l^inclbeck, i'!«-d, aiul !:ru!)aLlv iranv of the 
Auiri'i^tinian luui.^ tht n- rii.; ]II>lif«T) ani^oinled A«'ncs 
How-.- i»j succcLd, hut thv convent nt^'T ri-rovenrd. and in 
1354 was, at tli<! petition 01 its pati-on Sir Thomas MoUand, 



* II. ()., ChinriTv \vn\. \ . m., ?,? lid. II!.. Nc. SS. 

* The fn'.Ijwiiiv; UiM-:; >*:;! s^i'tv: tic nuin'i-.r i-f !i!sti'.u:itms iit NortlMnin. 
t<»fi-liir«: foi soiii'- nioinliN; before May anl aflcr (XioIkt, l^AO* sonic 34. 
iiiNlilutitMis aic rcc'ftlc'l : — 
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united to the convent of St. Michael near Stamford. In tlie 
royal licence it is stated " that the convent, being poorly 
endowed, was, by the pestilence which lately prevailed, 
reduced to such poverty that all the nuns but one, on 
account of their penury, had dispersed."* 

The inquiry just referred to, as to the estates of the 
Countess of Kent upon her death in 1349, reports as to the 
state of a manor in Northamptonshire. It is the same tale 
of depression and desolation i\s appears everywhere else 
throughout England. Pasture formerly worth forty shillings 
now yields only ten, and some even brought in only five 
shillings in place of eighteen ; and the sole reason assigned 
is "the mortality." A water mill and a windmill *M*or 
the same cause " was let for 6s. 8d., instead of the old 56 
lihillings. 

The priory of Stamford itself moreover was in sad distress. 
The rents from five free tenants and eighteen customary 
tenants, were just one-third of their former value ** for the 
same en use." And the same nuns, in place of 19s. 8(1. 
which they us^d to get for thirteen tenements, now received 
only four shillings, whilst their yearly tenants, wh;» should 
pay X3lbs. uf pepper, at i2d. the pound, have paid nothitig; 
moreover the lines ot the manor, t^slimaled to prDiiuCi^ 
twenty shillings a year, hri\e brought in but two. 

A third example is given in the case of a manor noar 
Ellsworth, in which two mills are K-t for twenty, in place* 
oi Mie old rent of sixty five shillings; and two earucates of 
land produced only some fifteen shillings the c.irucate, 
*' and not m.ore, on account of the mortal it v in those 

parts."t 

Of the small county of Rutland, lying at the nortli o! 
Northamptonshirc, little can be said. It likewise formed 
part of the diocese of Lincoln, and contained some 57 
benefices. From an inquisition we learn that on one 
manor for nine virgalcs of land there could be estimated 

• U. o., K«it Put., 28 Ed. \U., ^«Lts \, wv. \U. 

f K. O., Chsiiiccfy Inq. p. tn., l^lEjX.VW^^^o.^'^. 
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nolliing i:i the way of iTUt, *' because al! thr? J.e-iants vJV(* 
beiore tlu; feast of Kastcr (1340)- They {i.e., the jurv) z\<-': 
say that the natives am! cottars di^l not work l!iis ye«i:-." 
In another place, a house and ganien formerly let tor foity 
shillini^s, now produces only twenty sliiliings ; 240 acre- u^ 
arable land are l«*t for half their former \alue, and iSo acres 
of nvadow are worth lod. per acn:, in pla«:e of oiglueer- 
pence.* 

Eastward, the county adjoininLr North:«mptoii is I.t.iceste*'. 
For this count V there exists the local account of Kniiihioi:. 
a canon of Leicester ah!)rv. As far as concerns Kn-'lami 
his relation m.iy fitly fuid a place here. ** Tlie sorrow- 
bearir.:^ pcsti'eiice/' he writes, '* entered the sea coast ;it 
SouliianipLon, and cauu^ to Ikisto^ and ahnosi th* 
whole strength of the town died as if stnuk will^ sud- 
den death, lor there were few who kept tiieir beds beyond 
thre<» or two days or even Ijall a day. Then the lerribij 
<leat!i jolled on into a.ll oarts accordiniir to the cour^•■ 
of tlie sun, and al Leicester, in the little parish of Si. 
LeonnrJ. there (Ard nioru thai) 3S0 ; in the parish of IIolv 
Crosri more than 400; in thi:t o[ St. Margaret, Leicester, 
more tii.Hi 700; and so in every jvirish j^reat numbers. 

•'The liislup of Lincoln sent through his diocese a 
ireneral i-ower I0 all i.Tid every priest, both regular and 
r.eci'h;r, to hea-' •:'o^fes.^io:•^ And to absolve with i'.rl! and 
entile episcopal prn\ er, oxc<;)l only in the case of debt. 
i»i that c:«:;e, if able (llie penitent) 'hiin^elt was to make 
satisfaction whilst iu- lived, or at least otliers should do s*.- 
wl'i I'lis j>r(»perty, ilier his death. In the same way lh»- 
l*ooe uiii^'i^-*' i^ f*-»5 n-inission ln»n! all sirs, to be ('btain^d 
uiice onlv \)y evei)' <iiie in dat^i^ei •>! <!et'.ll^, and he iillowe.! 
this liw.elty to last till the next lCasL<T lol!o^^ing, and each 
to choose at will his i \vn coMl<s.-»)r. 

** In the same year, there was ;• groat mortality of sheep 
cve-rvwhere in tlie kingdom;, su mucii so, that In one place 



* K . V.iul-.'i s \i-.t\. V* *.'••' ^^-^^ '*. ^v%: ^'^^. 
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there died in one pasture more than 5,000 sheep, and tliey 
were so putrid that neither beast nor bird would touch 
them. (I'he price for everything was low ; through fear 
of death, very few cared for riches and the like.^ And 
then a man could purchase a horse for half a^Ynark, 
which before had been worth forty shillings; a large 
fat ox for 4s.; a cow tor I2d. ; a bullock for 6d. ; a fat 
wether for 4d. ; a sheep for 3d.; a lamb for 2d. ; a large 
pig for 5d. ; and a stone of wool for nine pence;! (and 
\ sheep and cattle roamed about, wandering in fields r^nd 

'^^ through the growing harvest, and there was no one to 
• Irive them off or collect ihem; but in ditches and 
thickets Uicy died in innumerable quantities in every part, 
for lack of guardians ; lor so great a dearth of servants and 
labourers existed that no one knew what to dov Memory 
could not recall so universal and terrible a mortality 
since the time of Vortigern, kmg of the Britons, in whose 
reign, as Rede in his * De g'^stis Anglorum ' testifies, the 
living did not sufllce to bury the dead. / 

" In the following autumn no one could get a harvester 
at a lower price than ei^dit pence with food. For this 
reason many crops perished in the fields for lack of those 
10 gather them ; but in the year of the pestilence, as said 
above of other things, theie was such an abundance of. 
crops of all kinds that no one, as it were, cared for them.*'*"- 
In the absence of any definiie information as lo t!:e in- 
stitutions made at this time in the county of L^'icester it 
is only necessary to note that the number of benefices was 
cfbout 250 at this period. There were also some twelve 
religious houses and sevvrral hospiia's. In 1351, cv« w*i learn 
from the records, Croxton abbey still *' remained cjuice 
deserted.'* The church and many of the buildings had 
been burnt, and "by the pestilence the abbey was entirely 
deprived of those by whose ability the monastery was 
then administered" (the abbot and prior alone excepted). 

* Tw y^ilen, iJiitHnm /tf*\:l»C4in«r Scripturn l>«ctw^oA. \Wl' 
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The abbot was sick, "and the said prior (in November, 
135 1) was fully occupied !n the conduct of the Divine 
Ollice and the instruction of the novices received thero 
into the comnuinity, after the pestilence.''* 

A slight coniirination of Kniijhton's account of the dis- 
tress in the country parts after the plague had passed, ii 
any were needed, is found in an inquisition made upon thr 
death of Isabella, wife ot William de Botereaux, who died 
upon St. James' Day, 1340. The manor held by her was 2^ 
a place called Sadin^jton, in Leictistershire, and two cam- 
cat es of land are represented as lying uncultivated an.! 
waste "threui;h the want of tenants/'t 

The adjoining county of Slariord.-Iiire formed part of thr 
diocese ot Cover.try and Lichfield. It comprised 165 bene- 
fice-*, which may form some basis on which to calcuiate in 
estimatinj» the numl)er of cleMirv who were carried ofT bv 
the pestilence Some lands in this county, near Tamworth, 
beloH'^ed to the Earl of Temhroke. Upon his death, whilst 
the lieir was a minor, tliev were farmed out at a rent of Z?*^ 
per annum, to be pnid to the Kini;. In 135 1 the man v.-ho 
iiad agreed to pay that sum ])etitioned to have it reduced, 
bect'uise *' the tenements with the said land so let are so 
det(Miorated by tiie pestih-ntial mortality lately niging in 
those j)a^ts that they do not reach their wonted value." 
Alter inquiry, !iis rent is re<!nced by £S the y^a-.J 

Of tht! two counties bordering upon Wales, Hereford 
and Shronshire. not much is known at this time. There 
can be little doubt, however, that I hey suiTered quite a< 
.sevirrtly from llie epi<lemic as the other counties of Eng- 
land. ' ' 

In the diocese of Iler<.-ford, includi?^^; that county and a 
portion of Shropshire, t!ie average number of institutions 
to benefices, durinir three vears beicre and after th^* 
epidemic, wns bonie 13. In 1349 there arc recorded ia 

* Uymcr, Fteti-'o, v, p. 72». 

•f i\. O., i'i* 'uMTtT's Inc.. \ .tt\., I J '*-A W.»Si.tvt^ uClc 240. 



142 



THE GREAT PESTILENCE. 



Bishop Trileck's register no fewer than 175 institutions, 
and in the following year the number of 45 vacant benefices 
fiiied up, points to the fact that many livings had probably 
remained for some months without incumbents. This 
suspicion is further strengthened by the frequent appear- 
ance of the words ** by lapse" in the record of institutions 
at this period, which shows that for six months the living 
liad not been filled by the p«atron. It is probable, there- 
fore, that in the diocese of Hereford about 200 beneficed 
clergy fell victims to the disease. 'I aking the dates of the 
institutions as some indication of the period when the 
t'pidemic was most severe in the diocese, it would appear 
that the worst time was from May to September, 1349.* 

One fact bearing upon the subject of the great mortality 
in the pestilence of 13^9 in the county of Hereford is re- 
corded in the episcopal register. In 1352 the Bishop 
united into one ])arisli the two churches of Great Colington 
and Little Colin<4ton, about four miles from Bromyard. 
The patrons of the two livings agreed lo support a petition 
of the parishes 10 this effect, and in it they say *' that the 
sore calamity of pestilence of men lately passed, which 
ravaged the whole world in every part, has so reduced the 
number of the people of ihe said churches, and for that 
said reason there followed, and still exists, such a pau< ily 
of labourers and other inhabitants, such manifest sterility 
of the lands, and such notorious poverty in the said 
parishes, that the parishioners and receipts of both churches 
scarcely sulfice to support one priest. "t The single church 

* The following tabic will give the number of Institulions in the diocese of 
llrrefortS for sc'inc months: 
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t Beg. Trikck, M. 103. 
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of Cc'lington rcmnins to tliis day as a memorial of tl-'.* 
great mortality in that district. Even among the in- 
habitants the memory of t]>L» t>vo Coiingtons ha.^ apparently 

j been lost. 

In Salop the historians of the county town record that 

I '* through all these appalling scenes (consequent npon the 

great mortality of 1349) the zeal of the clergy, both secular 
and monastic, was honourably distinguished. The epis- 

) copal registers oi the diocese, within which Shrewsbury is 

situated, bear a like honourable testimony to the assiduity 
of the secular clergy ot the district."* T-Vom the same 
source it appears thai tlu- aviTage number of institutions 
to benefices vacant bv duat,h durin;^ ten \ears before 1^40 

j xnd Lin years after are only ij per annum, or 15 for the 

whole period. In that year the number of institutions to 
vacancies known to liave bi-en caused by death was 29. 
If this nimiber be taken as a ijuide for the i:»eneral mortality, 
Shropsliire would aj)pear to have sufTered in an exceptional 
manner. P)esidcs ilu j-e. liOW<*ver, there are a numiu-r o^ 

I other institutions reii^ist'..Ted at this time, the cause of 

j whicli is not specified, and jnany of them most probably 

\ were also caused bv the i:reat epidt-mic. 

i As an example of the I'cneral destitution caused bv llic 

great sickn*\ss, Owen iwA Bl.ikcway '.juote an Inf/uisftt'o 
fiosi niurUni, taken V\ tr.c year ^^I ihe plague, upon t}»e 
estate ol a Shrooshirc* ix^ntloman, lohn le Strange of HIa':- 
n^.ere. By that record he is found bv the jury to have died, 
sciz'vid witii \arIous lands, el*:., amongst others, the three 
wiLtctrmills, " v. Inch used to 'he U'Mih by the /ear Jo marks, 
'out iv»w tli'-y arc worth o'llv lialf that sum, bv reason of 
the v.ant ol those grinding, on accouiii of th.e pestilence.'' 
The same cause is assi<»!ied for the diminution of other 
parts ot his revenue, as tolls c>n markets, icnt ot assise, etc. 
In the manor of j^odintoii, {?rv>ceeds the record of the 
inquiry, ** there are two carucates of land whiili used to be 

* O »v en JLW \ v^ v.vc »v Av , Sill *•« . I u"^ «i , \, V. \<i"^. 
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worth yearly sixty shillings, and now the said jurors know- 
not how to valuft the said land, because the domestic and 
labouring servants [famuli et scrvieyitei) arc dead, and no 
one is willing to hire the land/' The water-mill has sunk 
in value fro!u thirty shillings to six-and-eightpence, he- 
cause the tenants are dead : the pond was valueless since 
the iish had been taken out, and it liad not been stocked 
ai^am.* 

TiMs John !e Strange, of Whitchurch, died on August 
20th, 1349, and the inquisition held upon his estates names 
three sons — Kulk, the eklt.'st, who was married; Huinjjhrtry, 
the second ; and John, who was ty years of age; and it 
notes that if I'ulk were io die thc^n Humph'-ey his brother 
was the heir. The inquiry was held upon August 3()th, 
ten days alter the death of John, and at this very time 
when Fidk was thus tleclaied to be the heir he had himself 
been dead two days. Ainmrentjy also Mumphri^y was 
carried off by the sickness as well ; b(*cause in the inquisi- 
tioi\ subsequently iield upon the eslale of I*\ilk, J'»hr., the 
third brother, is nami^i! r\-\ th(i heir. In this inquiry the jutv 
bear out the di*cIaratIons of that which had testified to tiie 
condition of tlie estates upon the death of the fjther. On 
one manor it is slated that t!ie rent of ass'Ve, which u«?ed 
to i»e /.JO. is nou only forlv shililn.TS. ^nd the court fees 
have fallen from forty to live :di ill ijigs, '* because the 
tenants there are dead." And In another Shropshin^ 
hamlet the rent of assize, formerly ^^4, v^^s now *' from the 
said cause " only eight shillings.t 

North of a line drawn from the Wash to the Dee, the 
four counties of Chester, Derby, Nottingham, and Lincoln 
stretch across England from west and east. A brief record 
of the pestilence in each of these counties is all that need 
be here given. In its main lines, and, indeed, almost in 
its every detail, the story of one county is that of ^s^ty 

♦ Ibid. Thr Inquisition U to be found in the Record Office; Cltanccry \m\, 
/*. m„ 2,1 E»t 111,, \j>, 78. 
f Ciiuucury Inq. p. m., aj|. El, III., Ko, ^9. 
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other, and it is only by chance that the account of d«:fMiil.* 
incidents has beer. iircsi^^vt^J. 

'f'h.o bonclice^i i»i tiu: tc/uidy of Chester nui;ib«!rcd S'jm'j 
70. In the four nu):?J.iS Ju!i«\ July, AugU'st, and Sejitrn'-ber 
ihiity institutions ate entt-red in the reijisters of Covontr)' 
and Lichlieid for the arrhdeaconrv o\ Chester alone. 'I he 
•no.U in'invTOus are iti the montli of September."*^ 'llic non- 
bentficrd. cierrrv are. of iOiirs»», r.ot included in this 
nii.n^tr: .-i-id in tin* ci'.v aleav, ai tl?e end cf Kd ward the 
Third's reiLjn, there were :it irasl t:lty or sixty 01 this 
«*;ass. Jn one piirisi^, for example, that of St. John by the 
Riverside, there wert: nine iioii-beneficed vicars and six 
.'hajbir-s.;- In Auiriist a new ]^r;oress was iiii-talled at 
Si. Marv s. Clie«^ler, .:nd a n<:w prior ai Norton 

rron> l!io in^'i^t'Ts' acco inls for th<! County Palatine of 
Chester, at thi:; tutIou, soim* farts can be vrlt^^ned as to the 
i»'jneral statr 01 desohit'o!\ to wliich the trrea* .sickness 
^-educoil it. '1 !j:s, in tiu: inanor of Krodshani, the badiF 
iea:r!is tr.«! rerelj't. of on-v t\\'^!!M.y shillinors rent for tl;e 
!a»ids ol tlie nu'noi fa'in, " received for 06 apinvds frcdinir 
on them." Mr :idd^, ''and noi more this yecir because he 
coii!d j'^et r.o teii.jr^.ts b'" r!*asoii of tlie peslilence." Farther 
lie »iOles the fierieni' juices as ;»c'n:^ low. and nanv.-s a inijl 
• nd a Lakc]:«.»!:se thai rannoi i;e It i. .\-^ an instance of the 
.'ecay of r^Dl ii ]:^ n^/icl tli/it iv. thv l:>\vn o* .Wl-v.-rto:!, 
i;)ore t.har- a ycv r'ftc: il^c pi.-:i;n:- hac: ii::iS'.'d, eleven 
fiouses and a f^reat <{i::-nt'>.y o^' iand, whicli feli into the 
I-ands of ihe lOrd in the liist year ihiough the pestilence, 
lenviin yet mi his haiuls ; the sain<: also is remarked of 
»ti%.'r towrsldps. afx^ i:i one plnce t:!-; miller had been 
.illowid a rv(UK;i'?i 'u\ liis renl 01 ;».CLOuni <tf tht.. way ]ns 
!)i'siness had lallen <;n si:»'*e llie di^ ase.;J. 

In <he same way on anoth<;r manor, tltat of Bucklow, at 
Michaelmas 1350, it is staled th.at J15 acres of arable land 

* ii. Mua. ii.til. MS. 2071, :'.. f5<|*i<o. 
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are iying waste, "tor uhich no tenants can be found 
throuf»h tlje pestilence, which had visitod the place the pre- 
vious year. Further, thotic who had held a portion of the 
Tnan^r land during the last year had jjfiven their holdings 
up ot ♦.he feast of St. Michael at the begiiinini!^ ot the 
account [i.e., 1349). On tho same estate the rent of r 
girden was put down at only ud., because there was no 
one to buy ttie produce. One of the largest n^ceipts was 
3b. 6d., paid by one Margery del Holes, ** for llxe turf ol 
divers tenants of the manor who had died in the time of ihe 
Dest Hence." On the whole of the estate there is repre- 
scnted to be a decrease of £20 9s. ^Jd. in th.e rent of this 
J ear, and a good part of the deficit is accounted for by the 
lact that 34 tenants owe various .«iums, but cannot pay as 
they have nothing but their crops, and that 46 of the 
tfrnanls had been carried of! by the epiilemic. 

On the estate, nion^oviii-, it is not uninteresting to note 
that a portion — no less, indeed, than a third j)art — of the 
rent was remitted at this time. The remission, however, 
hardly appears to have bev"!n made willingly, but in conse- 
quence of a threat on the part of tlie holders of t!ie manor 
lands iliat unh:ss it was granted tliey would leave. This 
is noleil upon llie roll : ** In money remitted to the tennnts 
of Rudlieath (some four iniles from Noitluvich) by the 
Justices of Chester and others, by the advice of the lord, 
lor the ihird part of their rent by rccison of the plague 
which had been raging, because the tenants there wished 
to d *part and leave the hohJings on the lord's hands, unless 
they obtained this remission until the world do come i»etter 
again, and the holdings possess a greater value . . . 
£\o 13s. iijd."* 

Eastward the adjoining county is Derbyshire. An 
examination of the institutions for this county h.is been 
made by the Rev. Dr, Cox for h^s work on the Churches 
of Derbyshire, ITic result of his studies may here he 
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,L;v,?n :i!mosl in his words. In May, 1349, there Is fjvicL»nce 
that uv^ i>!a:rue ii'ifi r-r^acheJ ncrbvshirt:. Ac that r)i*rl'jfi 

to ^ A 

tht^ totnl oumijcT of btJic-irces in the county \va^ jcS. anci 
iht! avcn^ir^ lUPVcbcr o\ M>siitulioiis rr;:islert<l vrarlv diirin:- 
the fN'Mtr.iy was only s^vcn. !n 1340 tiie actual riiiinbt- 
Tiul hair but fo?ii, in 1347 '-'i'v two, and in 1348 il n\*u« 
i:i«';i*. !n till v#';ji- !)[■ ilif- i)1.il:uc. ixig, no fewer than si\t»- 
t'lrv**; iiiSlilulior^b to ^tiCaPi bcH'-iices aic regisiorcf^ ;:Tid 
• i!i til.; lolif.wliu'^ v-ar ii!;.'».irv of l!ie vacant bcnrii«*es iiOt 
bcinjf nicd up till the;!) thcv nuMb-^red fcitv-opc.*' I iT'ms 
i>'.rioil sovirniv-r.'Vti: Oi' tl^o bcnfrficod clcrcfv died ; thrt is 
' i» '.-Mc-rablv '.oorc lliar* i^'Jf ijic total number, and tw !itv- 
luo i!ior'j rrsiirnt:'! th-ir iiviu'-s. 

*' or the llirc<- vicars vi l)v.Tbv churches two di'.-.!. vhiltt 
ll^e tlnrd rcsi<;n'i(!. Tiu- chantrv nri^'s^: of Our L^id-- al St 
l\!U*r's Cliurrh. also d:»^J. The two jecto»"s of r*'<^'<iniri»'*n 
i^oili <:li*/c!. ;>iul <)!* th:^ thrr»v^ rectors \v:io then sliared ♦.iie 
HTidrv Oi Uerli'v two died am! one. r^.-sii^ned. T'!'. 
'"ire. o lie.- o^ I.'riM.'.vi'Lli ;irid Mu^i^intiin. and the \'i..;irai:-^r 0: 
l*^rih(>r..^i;u'K iv»lsovei-. Ilo-.^Iev. I.o!»*»:ord, Sullon-on-th •- 
Hili, and \\'iIlini;ion were Lvviee en;i^ti«"d by the oiriguc^ano 
I lure succesi-ive vicars of !*enLriLli all tell in th^? sMne fata! 
ye.'i. Xor we;\' llu- rv'i^i:I;»r elerijy ?r.ore iortiMiate, lor the 
ab'ots of I-'eau'^i'-iLi", l)a-«., and iJerlcy, tiic- }»ri:jr ot 
'sjr<:s\:y, tl'.e prior of t:.- Dominicans at Derbv, and the 
prioress of Kini^'s Mead, were ail taken."* 

The same aullicr has called attention to some obituary 

note^ in tht! calendar pre-ixed to tiie Chartularv of Derlev 

*• * ^ 

aijbi.v. 

"A orlance at t.'iis obilua.-y," lut >ays, '* is sufficient to 
draw '.he i^llenrion of the re;idcr to th.e rem.arkable nti!.,hei 
of .l.:athb in ihe year 1340. . . . Of the character of the 
pl;ij.^'.ic wc can form son^.e ivlea when we c•on^,!der tht; ex- 
it. nl el its ravat^es in a single household — a jjousrhold l!:?- 
inoot wealthy of tl.e neiidibouriiood, and siiuated in ai> 



* .Vt/t»6."i tnc ( I.iti.t,':* 0/ iJ''t t!,*'iirr. i-'ifoluxiu^tl, l» w.'. 
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healthy and uncrowded a spot as any that could be found on 
all the fair hillsides of Derbyshire. Within three months 
Sir William de Wakebridge lost his father, his wife, three 
brothers, two sisters, and a sister-in-law. Sir William, on 
succeeding to the Wakebridge estate, through this sad list 
of fatalities, appears to have abandoned the profession of 
arms and to have devoted a very large share of his wealth 
to the service of God in his own neighbourhood. VThe great 
plague had the effect of thoroughly unstringing the con- 
sciences of many of the survivors, and a lamentable out- 
break of profligacy was the result.') 

The accounts for the Lordship of Drakelow, some four 
miles from Burton-on-Trent, may be taken as a sample of 
what must have been the case elsewhere. There is noted 
a loss, to begin with, ** upon turf sold from the waste of the 
manor to tenants who had died in the time of the pestilence." 
The decrease of rcnf* is very considerable. From *' the 

m 

C'istoms of the manor there is nothing, because al! these 
tenants died in the time of the plague." Then follow the 
names of seventy- four tenants, from all of whom only 
13s. gjd. had been received in the period covered by the 
account, and practic ally from the entire manor there had 
been no receipt except for grass. Tlien, instead of the 
harvest being gathered in, as before it had been, by means 
of the services of the tenants, this year paid-labour had to 
be employed at a cost of £22 i8s. lod. On the receipt 
side of the account appear the values of the cows, ox^n,and 
horses of tenants who h:id died, and whose goods and 
animals passed into the possession of the lord of the 
manor.* 

In Nottinghamshire the proportion of deaths among the 
beneficed clergy is found, as in other cases, to be fully one- 
half the total number. Out of 126 benefices in the countv 
the incumbent died in sixty-five.t 

ilastwards, again, the county of Lincoln lies between 

* B. O., Q. R. Mint. Accis., Bundle 80 1« aic ^. 
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Xotiinghamshirc and the sea. At an early period Pope 

Cicinont VI. i:^rantc.l to the prU-sts and people of i!io 

city and diocese of LTncoIn great indulgences ai lb- 

hour ol death, "since on their behalf a petition hr.d bcvn 

in«ide to him which dcchued that the deadly pestilence had 

commenced in Ihe saiil city and diocese."* The extent oi 

the* county is lari^e, and its endowed livings nunuToiis 

in nil, UO'I inclvidinj; Its fortv-nine mon;!Sieries. the beri*- 

ficed clergy of the county numbered some 700, and trop.^ 

this some estimate may be formed ol the proL>ab!e number 

of clerics who died in Lincolnshire in the year 1349. 

Tlie chronicle of Loulh Park, a Cistercian abbey in the 
county, contains a briei" note upon the epidemic. ** This 
pI:iLji!0," it ^ays. *' l.iid low cijuaily Jew, Christian, and 
Saracen ; together it carried off confessor and penitent. In 
numy places it did not leave even a lifth-part of the people 
a'.ive. It struck the whole world with terror. Such 
a uuiiTue has not been seen, or heard of, or recorded 
beiure this lime, for it is liiought so great a multitude of 
pcop'e were not overwhelmed by the waters of the deluge, 
which liaj)j)ened in llie day of Xoah. In this year many 
monks of Louih Park died : amoui/st them was Doni 
Waller <le Li:d:i, the Abbot, on July ulli, who was much 
j;."-se! i:i;.d !)ec.iuse of the manor of Cockrlngton, and he 
\v;ii: Imrietl befoie t!ie high altar by tlie side of Sir Henry 
\ iiv.'i-:ou!, Ivnii'hl. To h.im Doni Richard de Lincoln 
succeeded tlu* srjne day, can<>Mically elected according to 
the i;ib«.iiute.s 01 Our Lord and *"ie Order/*t 

i-'ro n .'i lio'vPinenl r.:!:'l!PLr 10 the Cha:)ter of Lincoln 
it w(»ul.l ai'iv.'.ir ihn-, tlvj CC't^s ni Law did not sit everv 
lerm, d.irifjg the univorsa'. visiip.tion. The dean and cliapter 
conij'b'.n ihat, '.'.iieieus *' from time bryond all memory" 
thev had received f.»s. IS id. for seme 66 acres of arable and 
I on I acres f»;' meadow at Nav<'P.by, this year t!iey had not 
done so. Still tht^y wero cdied upon ti.* pay the Kings 

* V;i»iciii Atcli;\vs, Hrj;. IV.." . itul/ricw Liitcrar-ini Clem. VI. 
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clues. They appealed ; but there was no cause tried at 
Trinity anno 23" (1349) "because of the absence of our 
judges assigned to hold the common pleas, by reason of 
the plague then raging."* 

The audit of the Escheator's accounts for the county of 
Lincoln prove<^ that the distress was very real. Saier de 
Rcchcford, who held the office for Rutland and Lincoln in 
'35'» sought to be relieved of (ao i8s. id., which he was 
charged to pay for money he should have received, on the 
ground that he had got nothing, *' because of the mor- 
tal ity."t Three years later, moreover, he again pleads that 
he is unable to raise more, *' because of the deadly pesti- 
lence of men and of tenants of the land, who dit^d in the 
year 1349, and on account of the dearth of tenants " since. 

The people, headds, were so impoverished that tliey could 
pay nothing for " VVap(2;)take5»."4: 

Archbishop Zouche of York was apparently one of the fin.t 
of the English prelates lo recognise the gravity of t!^<r epi- 
demic, which in 1348 was devast.iting Southern Europe, and 
ever creeping northwards towanls England. Before the end 
of July, 1 348, he wrote to his official at York.orderingprayers. 
"Since man's life on earth is a warfare," he writes, " those 
I'ghting amidst the miseries ot this world are troubled by 
the uncertainty of a future, now propitious, now adverse. 
For the Lord Almighty sometimes permits those whom he 
loves to be chastised, since strength, by the infusion of 
spiritual grace, is made perfect in infirmity. It is known 
to all what a mortal pestilence and infection of the i?tm«>s- 
p!»ere is hanging over various parts of the world, and 
especially England, in these days. This, indeed, is catiscd 
by tlie sins of men who, made callous by prosperity, 
neglect to remember the benefits of the Supreme Giver." 
He goes on to say that it is only by prayer that the scourge 
can be turned away, and he, therefore, orders that in all 
parish churches, on every Wednesday and Friday, there 

• R. O., Hot. CUiu»., 14 ^A, \\\*, r\. •;. 

f K. O., L T. R. McmoiawOLa Kv>\\, i^ ^\AV\, 

\ 2M,. 2% fcd. Ill, Tfiiiuyunw. 
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shall be processions and litanies, "and in all masstrs 
iheic be said tJu* sp'jcial pravor for ihc stav of nestiicnce 
and inficliun of li*is kijid."* 

jujlirinjr trorn a rcu'iy *^\ t.l-.c Pope to a petition of the 
Arc!:b»shop, it wctild of r.ooLSsaiy to conclude tliat t'^e 
plHi;ac I?ad reached York as early a-^ February, i^a-y. I*, i-s, 
howt^vcr. more probabh- ihat liic petition was sr:;!. !;» tli*/ 
•jxpi-erulion that ihe sto i^-e woeiil certair^.ly Ci>:nt: sooti-t 
or ialtr, and it was best lo be pr^i.^-jred. Fro!v. 'he \\\U'i 
of rlie instiiutiosis te vacant bf:u*tices, moret'Vcr, it \.o«:!<: 
seem that the provinctr of York <ulTerjd chi»Py ia iho 
suniiiUT ami auitimn of the yfnr 1340. Pope Clement \'l., 
bv letters l'» Ar:'hbiiihoM Z(-«iiclie. dated !ro:n Avit»To'i .:s 
earlv a< March J'^rd. i'^.:o, bi-»*li>wed ih.e f.iculti^s r.?id in- 
dul l'ence^> alreadv menUuned as iiavin!»: been -'raatiil -.o 
other ijisliDp*^. 'i'liish/ did. as li^e letter says. " in resi>.jnM- 
to a DCtilien declaring* thnt *Jie deadiv uestilen*:*.. has comi- 
nicnced to ;i!!l*.ct the city, liocese. and province of York."'" 

The coiiMtv o! ^'ork coaia'aed at ihib date some s'**- 
benefices; or. coi'.nting monastic h.ouses i^wd ho5:i'tal>. 
some 550. It ha?» been po'ruCvl out that out of 141 livini^rs 
in the \Ve>t RidiMii. in which the incumbent cban;:red in 
r^j(), iiinelv-six v;»c.'L!!cies r.re rei^isleretl ::s beinsj caesed 
bv 'iePlh, ;ind ia tl'.e ICasl Kiili'-.i^ 0", incumbents died a«'^ain^t 
i}i who .".pparvjiit'y >urvi' ei.^; tii the deanery of Don- 
ca^tcr,§ out of fitiy-six li.-rts of ircumbrnts, printed in the 

* H.imc, Ilisl.trui.f PuUn-^Jh " S'triu^ft A?i-.f.>fnv. (Rolls sciic^;, p. 31)5. 

% .I-.».-i»i*.'. Ilunui. iJii:i^i''i ".' jynr'"'!*. T'oc follow in j; Li V.c Vi'iV. jjivc the 
in5i:iu'io::* in I'-.i*; iJcnc.y lur ^.-iv.c n:oM'hs ol 1341}:— 
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local history, a change is recorded in thirty. It may be 
concluded with certainty, from an examination of the printed 
lists Oi institutions for Yorkshire, that one-half at Icnst ot 
the clergy, generally, were carried off by the sickness. So 
serious did the mortality among the cathedral oflicials 
become that steps were taken to prevent the total cessa- 
tion of business. In July, 134(>, for instance, *' it was 
ordained on account of tho existing mortality of the ot^sti- 
Irnce tliat one canon^ with the auciitor. and chanter cleric, 
might, in the absence of his fellows, grant vicaraoes apr' 
transact other matters of business as it the oi-ier canons 
were present, notwithstanding the statutcr..*'* 

The Archbishop too sought and obtained from Vopt 
Qement Yl. faculties to dispense with tlip. usual ecch-sijs- 
tical laws as to ordinations taking plaee only in the Kml/er 
weeks. ** Tor lair the Divine worship may be diminished 
through want of ministers, or the cure an«l ruling ot souls 
be neglected,'* writes tht- l*oi)e, we grant leave to hold 
four extra ordinations during the ye:ir, since )ou say 'that 
on aecounl of iht» monal pestilence, wlii» li at prcseiit n'ge.; 
in your p'-ovince,*' you fear that ** priest.- may not be ^uili- 
cient for the care and guidance of souls. "+ With this the 
Archbishop giv<!S a specinifMi of tl'.e testimonial httters to 
be granted to such as were ordained under this iair.lty, 
recitint: tl^it it was oiven ** because ol the want of <:ef.le>i:»^- 
tical ministerh carried oH by tlit- pestiU^ice Iatt;iy exisllng 
in our Province.'* 

There is little doubt that the religious houses of the 
diocese sutlered in a similar way. The abbots of Jervaux 
and Rievaux, Welbeck and Roche, the priors of Hiurgarton, 
and Shelford, of Monkbrctton, of Marton, of Ilaltemprice 
and Ferriby, are only some few of the superiors of 
religious houses who died at this time. 

For onv? of the monasteries of the county, Meaux, there 
exists a special account in the chronicles of the house. 

* b. Vu.». Man. MS.,<m)7i, fol. nob. 

f Haim,//|i/oiir«i Pupert fr«r% Nurlnrru Hcv.u»cri,V' V^^« 
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Abbot Hugh, it says, " besides himself had in the convent 
42 nionks and b.cvt*n lay brethnrn ; and the said .ihl^ot 
liugli, :tIt(T liav'ni; ruled the monastery nine years, 'l-vr. 
nK;nlhs and eleven davs, died in ihc '«:re:it f^IajT'-t* \^^:.•i. 
was in the year 1349, and 32 monks and lay brcthrer. 
also died. 

*• This pestilence so prevailed in our said monastery, ss in 
other places, iIkiI in the month of August the ab)>?* 
iiini.^eii" 22 nioirKs .'tn'i six Liy hrcilirfn died ; oi tiv^-se, *./■: 
ahoel and Hve monks were iviii'^ un[>uried in one dav. .inc 
t!ie olliers '"i'.d, »;o ihcit wlien the plr»i;ue ceasci, out of thr 
said so monks and lav b'-ethren, ouiv ten monks v.ith no 
lav brethren \v(*re left. 

'"And fpji:: !l;is ih • reiits :i!m1 'possessions ef tl'c 
monastery b^'f^a?* to diininisii, pi'-ticularly as a greater 
p.irl of our It ?KUils in Vcirious places died, ;'nd tlie abhoi 
piiur, cellarer, burs.ir, and other men o< jears. and offui.-i'? 
dyini^ leit tho^e, wiio •'eniained r.iive after tl^em. '.m- 
aee':;«In!ed will? I lie i)ro;>rrtv, possessions, and co'M'^^o:'. 
lTOckIs uf {.ill- !^U)r.;i:^ler\". T'Ur C'.bboL tiled oi"! iJ:!i Ai* •*;<. 

In the l)e:Murv ef IloM-Mnrss, in nhich M^-aiix A*.)'k^^ 
uas :.itnaled, tiijie is evi«lc:ice of «;reat mor»aiil\. It :^ 
htrlkini; to o!)^e^%v how !r.'«]i:entiy th.e h:iii:lls an.i ':•:! 
ie«U.7'^ of 10; ai rei.;-; a'l'l tax^-s .ire tl::J.n[;ed. It :s by iv^ 
Ill:■;'Ii'^ up.ceiui.'.o.^. .u Urid .".n accoi!:^.L rendered by th-. 
e\e«:nters oi exeoulors to the o^-jg'ual Ouicial.v 'il.i:^ 
evid«nv:'i as Lo the |,^rv at erclent ol the mortality licre - *"■ 



4. -s : 



Other piacu-s uf h.M'^l.jnd and as te the M>nsequei:l dislr-'s;. 
i*; borne out bv I lie /mr'isifioh: s J'osf itfortcfK for \\\^' 
l.eii.nl. In o!u- ea^r, v\h( .' tl-.- ewner oi tih- nnvH-rty \\ 
di(d on 2S|.h July, i^^i), il i-i sai-.l lh..t ! !-■ ai re^ i.i p:;v-n',- 
were let at ud. a ytvir, " ''nKl not u'ore this year 1 >ee:i •.:-;.• 
of the mortality and dearth of )!^en.'' At Clilfe, ',.n lb-.- 

^ ChronUon M.^maUiii :!r i^JM (K'.iK -cL--^, ii', .^7. 
355- 
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same estate, the rents of customary tenants and tenants at 
will are stated to have? been usually worth £10 5s. a year; 
hut in this special year they had produced only two 
siiillinj^s.* 

The chronicler of Meaux has described th** disastrous 
consequences of the sickness in his own monastery. That 
this condition was not soon mended appears certain from 
liie fact that in 1354 it was found necessary lo hand over 
lh<! abbey, ** on account of its miserable condition/* to a 

royal commission.t 

The account of the Kincfs Escheator in Yorkshire for the 
year, from October, 1349, to October, 1350, states that he 
could in no way obtain the sum oi £\. 12s. 2d., *^ due on 
certain' lands and tenements from which he had levied 
and could levy nothin;.^ during th<i said time because of 
the mortalily amonijst. men in th(»se parts, and owinij to 
tli<* <le'arlli of t*Minnts, willinj; lo laki! up the snid land 
and tenements." Then follows ci list of houses stand- 
' inf; vacant. { 

As another instance may be quoted a case related 
in the history of the deonery of Doncaster. *' John 
KitzWilJi.Mn, the heir of Sir William, had a short enjoy- 
ment of the family estates. lie died in ihe great plague 
of 1349. 1 tran.-'cribe, to sliow pul)!ic feeling at the lime, 
from a chronicle; 'And in these daies was burying 
wirhoute borrowe and wedding without frendschipptr and 
ileying without refute of socoure ; for many fl»'d from piace 

I ' to place because of the pestiKtnce ; but yet they were 

' ' eflecte and myij;htc not skape the dethe.' 

' ■''' ' *' In another part of the deanery we find a person willing 
that his goods shall be divided among such of his children 
as sh.TJl remain alive, in the FiuWlHiams' MS. is a ccn- 
tenjporarv memorandum that John FitzWilliam, the father, 

, gave in the time of the pestilence before liis death all his 

* R. O., Chancery !nq. p. m., 23 Kd. 111., \il scric?;, No. 73. C/. aXao No. RJi. 

t Ktic l*at.. 2H Ed. nin pa^^ i, m. 3. 

: W. O., L. T. H. ^kIx^.»KUkcU WoW, %% td. \\\. 
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goods and clialtcls, movable and immova!)lc, to dame Jjau. 
his wifr, John, his son, anrl Allcyn, late parson of Crosbv. 
ainountinjT^ to the sum of ;{.288 3s. 8.Vr!."^ 

An incident recorded hv the san^r wrker will serve to 
■ show how uncertain people, at this lime, rej]^ardr:c the 

tenure of life, a te<'lin^ hartlly tc be wondered at when 
so many were dyini^ all round ihem. Thomas AUoii. 
ol Wombwell, in the deanery of Doneaster, in his vilit 
proved r4th Scpten.ber, 13J9, after desiring; to be buritJ 
at Darfield, siiys : '*' Item 1 leave, etc., to my sons and 
<hii:ght(!rs livini:^ afl'T this present mortal pesti!cnce.**t 

'i'hese notes upon the evidence for the plague in York- 
shire may b* concluded bv a brief account of the 
state of Hull in consequence of the mortality and oth-jr 
\ causes. In 1353 the King, *• considering the waste and 

destruction whi<:h our town Oi' Kingston-on-HuIl hii^ 
sullL-red, b(;ih. through the <jveiliuw f»f the waU.TS of tlic 
Ilunilx r and other caeses, and that a great part of the 
people of thr said town have died in the last deadly 
j^estilence which raged in tliese parts, and that t!ie remnant 
left In the town i're so desoiatr and poverty-stricken in 
njonev." o ranis ih.etn 'M-rnussion to aT)i)lv the fines ordered 
to be in^poseu o'l labourers ar.d servants demanding higher 
waij<-s than before, 10 the ])avment of the fifteenth thcv 
ov/if the royal (\\chrr|ucr.j 
I Wcstwird of Yorkshire the e.vtensive but then sparsely 

\ p0])u!alt:d counly kA I.ancashire stretches between it and 

the Irisli s<:a. Of th.i-. county there is practically little 
j 10 bt^ recorded. The nnm])er of benehces which existed 

in the <^'ountv waf* abou* (>}., whilst the number of chaplains 
: an?! Mci^-boneficed cionjv tfinuT.iIlv must have iireatlv 

j ■ exce 'dcd tint 01: in her. In tiic d'.-ar.ory of Blackhe.rn 

I alone there xver.: at thvi close* of the reig.! of Edward 11 [ at 



* *Innfcr. Dcontry oj OoHca$!c:\ i. p. 1. The Itit^uisiuo post mortem 
of J«;*i«' Fil/Willi:iTn J*< 'ti i.;-c. 

1 j^»i. r.ii., ?; v.\ r«^. rt^- ♦,\". >'^- 
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least 55 capellani witliout benefices.* One docunient, 
of its kind unique, relating to Lancat^Iiire and to this 
great plague, is preserved in ttie Record Office. It was 
long ago referred to by the late Pn)fi;ssor Thorold 
Ro;;ers, and is now printed in tbp English Historical 
Jicviiu!. It is a st.itemenf of the supposed number of 
deaths during the incidence of the great pestilenc'; in ihi; 
deanery ol Aniounderncss. Urilurt'.iiiately, as perh.ips miglil 
be ^Xjiecled in suth a mortality, when death came sc 
■sudiii'-ily and mi:n followed one j'.nother so rapidly to tiie 
grav^ that vast numbers had to be c;ist a.-i (luickly as possible 
into the same plague pit, the figup-h are clearly only 
ap]iroxi:riiie, buing in everv instanre round nuniliers. 
Still, js limy were .iddurcd at a legal hivtstigiitiou and 
before a jury, when the facts of the visitation of I'lovu'ence 
n,w\ have been fr.^sh in ih.: minds of tho^e who hear.l llu- 
■ videnre, it is diHienlt to suppose thiit tlicy are mere gross 
exaggfr;itions, and may a' least butal:en as proof thai the 
Monaliiy in this district o! I^incashirg v.as vi-v copis-'drr- 
abh. 

Thi.- paper in tjuestion is the record of a claim for tin; 
profits leceived, or supposed to have been receiveil, by the 
dean of .■\mounderness, acting as procurator fo' the -\rch- 
doacua of Kichmund, (or proof of wills, aiiniinistiiilion of 
iiileslnl.r .-state:,, and other ni.i'-lcrs, during the cours- ol 
the plague of IJ4.9, Ten parishes are name<l in the claim, 
inchiuing ['re!::tc)n, Laiicisier, und (jart.li'ng. In those ten 
parishes it supposes that some 13,1^0 souls bad died 
between Seplember 8th, 1341), and January Illli, 1350. In 
both I'reston and l-ini:aster 3,000 jt.: said tt> h.ive been 
carried oil, and in Garstang 3,000. Nine benelices are de- 
clared to have been vacant, three of them twice, wliilsl th-: 
chapel of St. Mary Magdalene, at Preston, is stattd to have 
been unserved for seven weeks. The Priory of Lylham is 
also noted as having been rendered vacant by the sickness, 
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whilst 80 people of tho village were said to have died at 
the same time.* 

From the I'atont rolls it would appear that Cartmci 
Priory, also, about this time lost its superior, as upon 
September 20th, 1349, the King's licence was granted to 
the community to proceed xo a new election. t 

Tlie counties of WestxnoreK'ind. to ilu; north of Lanca- 
shire, with Cumi>er!and, still lurtiier to the nortli again, 
carry the western part of England to the borders of Scot- 
iaiid. In the former there were some 57 beneficed clerg)', and 
in the lattet about S5. From these lignres the approximate 
iuimber o^ beneficed priests who died in the pestilence in 
the two counties may be guessed at about 72. 

T\u: state of this borderland county of Cumberland Avas, 
ev; n before tho rirrivai of the plague in the district, de- 
|5!jral:l». The Memoran.da rolls of tlte period contain 
iiTiipic evidi-nci? that the ScoLlish invasions hiid rendered 
ihr land desolate: and almost uninhabitable. Still ihe mor- 
i;ihly ;vlil(»d to tlie Uiisi ry ()> 1.1k- j^eople. 'J'he few //ir/;//>/- 
lioiits pc^sf viortcn afford little knowledge, beyond the 
lact that herci aico the drarlh of tenants was severely felt.t 
The aiulit of tho accounts of Richard de Dc^nton, late Vice- 
.Shv-riii^f th.e V c;n-*y^ iis mort- precise \\\ its information. 
Ill* ileclitres, in (»xcnse fo: *h'' smallness of ins returns. th:»i 
" the ;>reat part of the manor lands, atuiched to the King's 
C:i:ile at Carlisle,*' has reniiiined until the year of hi-? 
account, 1354, wa^-te and uncultiviited, '* by reason of the 
mortal pestilence latcdy raging in tlusc pnrts." Moreover. 
f:>r ()!;c an<l a hall" vears afle»* the i.>Ia<.M'.o hod passed th-j 
(Milirc iuvl^^ rcnuiined *' u:v.ii!rivatrd lor lack of labourers and 
«livers tenants. .Mills. lishing. pastures, and meadow lands 
<'Ould not be lit dnrinv/ that time for want of tenants willing 
to take the farms of ihose whf) divd in tlir said phiguc. ' 

* 1\. O.. Kxclui|ucr. Ticasury <.f lUxtipt •;*, in l.u-^U^U ih^t.ritui Kr,hir^ 
V, p. 52.^ (July. iSoo). 

I /'A' . .'•■■".^'h .Hen's Iiu|. V. '-^ • "*'^*'^** ^' ^ •'^* 
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Richard de Denton then produced a schedule of par- 
ticulars, which may now be seen stitc!icd on to the roll. 
This gives the itt^ms of decrease in rents ; for instance, 
iliere are houses, cottages, and lands to let, which u«ed to 
bring in /5, and now but j£i ; ** the farm of a garden be- 
lon«»ing to the King, called King's Mead, is rented now at 
I J shillings and fourpence less than it used to be," and so 
cjyi. The jur)-, who were calh'd to consider these stato- 
nivnls, concluded that Richard de Donton had proved them, 
and they enter a verdict to that effect, giving a list of the 
tcinants, anJ ailding " the said Richard >ays that ai! the 
hist-mentioncd tenants died in the said plague, and all the 
tencuKMits have stood since empty tl:Uiugh a dearth ot' 
tenants.*'* 

An ind'cation of the same difliculties which beset the 
jjtopie of CumoerUind at this time is tound in the case ol 
llu: prior of lingham, an alien house, to farm which, during 
the ti..ie in wis in the King's hands on accouiit of his 
Frjnch war, the prior had been appointed, oti condition ol 
his paying the sum of threepence a day in rent to be paid 
to tlie i>ishop of Cai lisle. At this tM^e he coidd not get 
<:ven this out of the land, and lould not live, by reason of 
the gr''at dearness of provi?ions.t 

Tht: lity of Carlisle also in 1352 was relieved of taxation 
to a great extent, because ** it is nrndered void, and !nore 
than usual is depressed, by lht» mortal pestilence lately 
ragii'.g in those parts." 

The two remaining counties of England, Durham an<5 
Northumberland, were no exceptions to the general 
mortality. In the former there were some 93 benelictrd 
clergy and in tlie latter about 72, figures from which, on 
the usual calculation, may be deduced the numbers of 
the beneficecl clergy who died at this time. 

In the Durham Cursitor records of this time a glimpse is 

* R. O., L. T. H. McniordLiida KoW, aH ¥A. \\\.,u\. ty 
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afforded of tlie state of these nortlicrn counties. The Hal- 
inote courts were siniilar to the manor courts, and were 
hold by commissioners appointed under the grreeit seal of 
the Palatinate of Durha.n, by the Bisliop's certilicaic, to 
receive surrender of ccpyhold lands, to settle lines, con- 
tentions, and generally to transact the business of the 
I'states. At one of these Hahnote courts, held at Houjih- 
Ion on the 14th of Jnly, 1349, it is recorded, '•that thf-re 
is no one wlio \v'!l ])ay the fine for any land, which is in 
i\\: lord's handb thnjugh tear of the pi.'iguc. And so all 
are in the same way of being proclaimed as defaulters 
until God shall bring some remedy." At another court 
• .'dl r'.*tiised thc'r linrs vr\ account of the pcscilence.** In 
another, alter stating ihe receipts, tiie record add*^ : " And. 
not more on accounl of the povcriy ii^nd pestilence;" and 
one tenant *' was nnwillin:' to t.'d»:o the land in any other 
way, since rven if he survived the plague, he absolutely 
rctfusiid to p:iy a linL-.** Tlien^ are many similar in- 
sui!)(*e:i in tlie rt-cords at this period, anil in ore case it is 
n<^tteJ tliat ** a in.in and his wlioK: familv had fi'.d befor; 
Mie dieaded disease."'" 

In Norlliumberland the case of the people '^as so 
des[)erate th:ic in 1353 more than /,6oo, widch was owing to 
tli'i Kin'» for Lix^s tor live and iwentv parishes named, 
was a!i';\ved to slaiid ov«'r for some .nonths since it was 
liopeless to press for payment. + 

Of Ne\vca:->ll- ihe same :,torv is told. " It has been shown 
uj:/' writes the King, "in n. serious complaint by the n-'n 
oi Ne;vcastle-0!i- TviK* ihat. since very manv merc'iiini? 
and oiher ri.:h propU* who vrere wont to p.ay the greatei 
part of the teiith. l-iteenth, and other burdens (^f tli<- 
town, have died ^!n the iJeadly pestilence lately raging 
in the town, and sin(X^ the population remaining alive, 
who were woi:t to live by the', trading, arc by the said 
pestilence and other adverse causes in this time of war, 

* H. O., Uu»'liam Cursitor Ikcof4.i'>, Bk. li. ff. so, >*^/. 
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SO impoverished that they hardly possess sufficient to live 
upon/'"* they cannot now pay what is due. 

At Alnwick, still further north, the plague may be traced 
into the spring of the following year, 1350; at least, the 
chronicle of the abbey there states that ** in the year 1350 
(which for them began March 25th) John, abbot of Aln- 
wick, died in the common mortality/'t Lastly, it is related 
by two contemporary authors that the Scotch carried Uic 
disease over the borders into their own country. '*'lhe 
. Sc(.'*.s,'' writes Knighton, '*h;*ariRgoi the cruel pestilence 
\ anu^ng the Knglish, thought this had happened to them as 
a judgment at the hand of God. Thity laughed al their 
trntMiiies, and took as an oath the expression, ' Be the foul 
detli of Engelond,* and so thinking that the terrible judt;- 
m<:nt of (Jod had overwhelmed the English, tliey assembled in 
the forest of Selkirk with the intention of invading Kngland. 
The terrible mortality, however, came upon tliem, and the 
Scotch were scattered by the sudden and cnie^ death, and 
there died in a short lime about live thousand. "J 

An account of the visitatio!! giv<:r. in tlu; conlinualioi. 
•jf a chronicle,, probably written. at the time, and possibly 
. by a monk at Tynemouth. may fitly conclude thi.^ review of 
the cour>e of the epidemic in England ; telling, though it 
does, ever the same story, and reading like an echo of the 
f plaint ilrst raised in Europe on the shores of,4.he Bosplsorjs 

and in th«: islands of the ,\^editerranean. \ ** In the )car 
of our Lord 134^, and in ih«^ mo?ith of AugM;'.,'* v/rite^^this 
chronicler, *' there brgan the dca«Ily pestilence in Kngland 
which three years previously had coi.imenced in India, anc^ 
then had spread through all Asia and Africa, and coming 
into Europe had depopulated Greece, Italy. Provcncu, l>ur- 

* Hot. Cbus 24* Ed. III., pa.s 2, :n. 5. 

t H. Mus. CoiU MS.. Vitril., E. xiv, foL jsO. 

\ Ih-. Crti^htoii (litstory vf Jipiddttia in BriUtiH, p. 1 19)1 tpenking of Sou* 
l&nd, t^avj : ** l^he win'^ col J must h.'wr. held k in check as reg»rdi the rest 
v\ :>i:«.llaiul ; for it is dear fium I'Vduun Uiat \t% t;reat smaou la th'^it. cvk^^vdccs 
;;e»u*raliy w.ns ih** )ciir 1350.*' 
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gundy, Spain, Aquitaine, Ireland, France, with its subject 
pnjvinces, and at length England and Wales, *so far. ai 
K'ast, as to the general mass of citizens and rustic folk 
:.!>d poor, but not princes and nobles. 

*' So inuch so that very many country towns and quarter? 
oi innumerable citie? are left altoict-'thcr \vitho4it inhabi- 
lants. The churches or cetneleries before consecrated did 
not sufiiec for the dead ; bjt new placey out.>!d<^' fhe cities 
t'nid towns W'/re at []u\{ lime dedicated to tiiat use bv pjopic 
••nd bishous. And rl^.c :^aid inclalilv was sr> »nf»'rtious in 
Vaii^'LahI that hanliy on^: remained alive in any house 
't entered. He-nee flight was regarded <is the hope cf 
safety by most, although such lugiii'ves, for the most part. 
did nut escape death in the mortality, alUuMigh thev 
obtained some delay in the sentence. Rectors and priests, 
:ip.d friars also, confes^i!\r; the sicic, by the ''.taring of the 
'onTessions, were i^o infected by ibat conLagious dise.ase tl>at 
they died more '.luielv-Iy even th.an tlieir pcnlients ; and 
parents in many places refused ^intercou'•^e with their 
( hildren. and husband win)' wife/'"*^ \ 

; 

* B. Ml"*. Cou. MS.,'V:u•!^. A. xt. fi>l. 5( . 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THE DESOLATION OF THE COUNTRY. 

So far the course of the epidemic in England has been 
follpwed from south to north. It is now necessary to 
consider some statistics and immediate results of the 
plague. 

The diocese of SiUisbury comprised the three counties 
of Dorset, Wilts, and Berkshire. The total number of 
appointments made by the Bishop, in his entire diocese, 
is said to have been 202 in the period from March 25th, 
1348, to Ma»-c^ 251I1, 1349; and 243 during the same 
time in the year foliowinfj.* Of this total number of 445 
it is safe to say that Iwo-lhinis were institutions to 
vacancies due to the plague. Roughly speaking, there- 
fore, in these three counties, comprised in (lie diocese 
of.jSarum, some 300 beneficed clergy, at least, fell victims 
to the scourge. 

The county of Dorset may lirst he taken. The list of in- 
stitdtions.taken from the Salisbury episcopal registers, given 
in Hutchins' history of that county, numbers 211. During 
the incidence of the plague ninety of these record a change 
of incumbent, so that, roughly, about half the benefices 
were rendered vacant. In several cases, moreover, durint' 
the progress of the epidemic chan^^ts are recorded twice or 
three times, so that ihe total number of institutions made 
to Dorsetshire livings at this time was no. As regards 
the non-beneficed clergy, secular and regular, their propor- 
tion to those holding benefices will be considered in the 
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concluding chapter. Here it is sufficient to observe that 
the proportion commonly suggested is far too low. 

It is almost by chance that any information is afforded 
as to the cffrct of the visitation in the religious houses. 
All contemporary authorities, both abroad and in England, 
agree in stating that the disease was always moat virulent 
and spread most rapidly where numbers were gathered 
together, and that, when once it seized upon any house, it 
usually claimed many victims. Consequently when it 
appears that, early in November, 1348, the abbot of 
Abbotsbury died, and tliat about Christmas Day of that 
year John de Hcnton, the abbot of the great monastery of 
Sherborne, also died, it is more than probable that many of 
the brethren of those mcMiasleri'js were also carried off by 
the scourge. 

•In the county of Wilts the average number of episcopal 
institutions, for three years before and three years after the 
mortality, was only 26. In the year 1348 there are 73 insti- 
tutions recorded in the registers, and in 1349 no less a 
number than 10^^,*** so that of the 176 vacancies filled in the 
two yt^ars the deaths o^ only some 52 incumbents were 
probably due to normal causes, and the rest, or some 125 
priests holding benefices in the county, may be said to have 
died from tlie plague. 

A chance entry upon the Tatent roll reveals the state of. 
one iiionastrTy in this county. The prior of Ederos, 
or Ivychurch, a house of Augustinian canons, died on 
February jnd, 1349. t On February the 25th the King was 
informed that death had carried o!T the entire community 
with one single exception. " Know ye/' runs the Kings 
h-tter. dated March 16th, ''that since the Venerable Father 
Robert, Ri^:iiop of Salisbury, cannot hold the usual election 
ol prior in the Monastery of Ederos in his diocese, vacant 
by the death of the last prior of the same, since all the 
other cations of the same house, in which hitherto there 

♦ Itist'iuticnts (Icricorum i>t Ccmtasu ll'titoHU, td. Sir J, Phillipps. 
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has been a community of thirteen canons regular, have 
died, except only one canon, brother James de Grundwell, 
we appoint him custodian of the possessions, the Bishop 
testifying that he is a fit and proper person for the office.'*' 

The general state of the county of Wilts after the 
epidemic had passed is well illustrated from somr Wilt- 
shire Inquiaitiones post mortein. Sir Henry Husee, for 
instance, had died on the 21st of June, 1349. He owned 
a sm^II property in the county. Some 300 acres of pasture 
were returned upon oath, by a jury of the neij>hbourhood. 
as ** of no value because all the tenants are dead."t A<;ain 
John L<*siraungc, of Whitchurch, a Shropshire gentlfman; 
had half the manor of Broughton, in the county of Wilts. 
He died on July the 20th, 1349, and the inquisition was held 
on August the 30th. At that time it is declared that only 
seven shillings had been received as rent from a single 
tenant, *'and not more this year, because all the other 
tenants, as well as the natives, are dciid, and their land is 
all in the hand of the Iord.*'J 

So, too, on the manor of Calchton, belonging to Henry de 
Wilington, who died on May the 23rd, 1349, it is said that 
water-mills are destroyed and worthless ; of the six native 
tenants two have died, and their lands are in hand : and of 
the ten cottars, each of whom paid J2d. for his holding, four 
have been carried off with all their family.^ In oth<»r 
places of the same county woods are declared to be value- 
less, ** for want of buyers, on account of the pestilence 
amongst the population ;'*|| from tenants who used to pay 
;C4 a year there is novv obtained only 6s., because all but 
three free tenants have been swept away;^ 140 acres of, 
land and twelve cottages, formerly in the occupation pf 

* Hot. I*at., 33 Ed. III., |>ars 1, tn. 20. 

t R. O., Chancery liiq. p. ni., 33 Ed. HI. (i5t nuint>ers), No. 77. 

: Ibid., No. 78. 

§ Ih'td,, No. 74. 

B /6ii., No 87. 

f K9chrator*t Itiq. p. in., Scnet \, V\Vt t^\. 
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natives of a manor, are all now in hand, " as all aredead.*^ 
So, too, at East Grinslead, seven miles from Salisbmv, or. 
the death of Mary, wife ol Stephen dc Tumby, in tlic 
Aui^ust of 1349, it is fotir.d th;*t ci\\y three tenants are it.;: 
on t!je estate, •* and not more because John VVadebruk an'i 
WaJter \Vad«!brok. Stepiien and rhornas and John Keriii-, 
r\icI)Linl le Knr, Kalj^l*. IJodde. inCi 'I hon^as the Tnr.ivr. 
l«:r.a!its in bi>nd:iLjc," wiio hel^l coKnin t'.*nenienis .»!^d landb. 
i)re i:ll fh\i(l^ ami llioir huldin<;s are lelt in the ha.^ds ol -he 
I'.yytl X,'.' {\\o, ]i\:.vini. /vlso, ov, the same estate, William 1l 
ll.i'y 1. cr, joim j/ompL, iidiuuud Sahmian, J(»l[n Wljermeler, 
and John. ( li^rJe, juii., I:»\\t idso !>(:cn swept away hv ihf 
a 1 1- 1 ;rfv all i I . i^ pestilence. 

SiiC'i e\:impl<?s as lho3e w^!i enable the reader to under- 
stand the tcrril.-k :ni;rf:Luty prod:ioed hy this visitation, ?dvl 
in : omi. mersiire 'o appro<\ate the social ditlicuities a:i«i 
( lian;;rs prodiuvMl by lIm* sudden removil oi so large a 
nM:in»'T c>f ihv' jjopnlatJiMi ::c.;n »very pan of \hr. eci'iilry. 

'JV; V. sr: on to <li-.» nLii.»"iib'.iii:Mn^^ ei»iiniv of Somerst:t. 
!*he inslihiliops i;iven \i\ ilie episcopal registers of uv 
dioci se {'{ i'atli aiul Wells sliow that the mor'.ality ii*?«i 
alrv-adv comn.uncc-d in iIh' eoimtv as earlv as Novemlver. 
imS. i !»r avria;»^e nuin'"-'* <^f uidiulions to living's in tht^ 
countv in c'ic«! inc^nlh jf .< ;^4^v. previous to November. v»'a< 
lcs> iha'i ihifc; in Novv li^brr it was !iine. an<i in tii*: 
l'.;l'uwini; mor.Ui ttiiriy-two, Durir.g the next year. T3;9. 
llic lotal nTihd» »" (;r <!< rvv instituted to tlie vacant livings of 
tile divH.'csc l)v tlu? I'idio!) Vvas J ?,2, aifainst an averaxre in a 
normal vi a** i>' ;s5- I'^J* '»''^ t'vo years. i34S;»nd 134O. ^^on- 
secpjciillv. oe.l ••! tiic ..'97 beMeliics to widclj institutions 
wen: ina^lr, scane uj may be said, witlt fair certainty, to 
h.ave been rendered va'*ant by th<- L^reat mortality whicii 
then raided mi lh»s and otiier counties of England. 

It must bf! borne in mind tliat tlie death of ever)* 
priest implied the (lealh.s of very many of his flock, so 
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that, if no other information were attainable, some idea 
of the extent of the sickness among the laily may be ob- 
tained. Ii cannot but be believed tl:at the people generally 
suffered as greatly as the clerjjy, and that, proportionally, 
as many of them fell victims to the scourge. If the propor- 
tion of priests to lay folk was then (as some writers have 
suj-gcstcd) about one to fifty — an estimate, however, wliich 
would seem to be considerably a?)Ovc the actual nrlalior. of 
lavmen to those in sacred ordeis at thai tiiiic — the readi r 
can easily form some notion of the terrible inorialitv an-on** 
the people of Somersetshire in the first haK of I34<j. 

Some slight information, however, is aflordcd as to the 
actual state of the county in one or two instances. In each 
manor throughout the country there was hr.ld ueri«jdicall\ 
what was known as the Court ol the manor. At this 
assembly the business of the estate, so far as the tenants 
were concerned, was transacted before a chosen and i-worn 
jury. Holders of land unclcr tite lord of the manor came 
before the court to claim their tenements rjul land as thv 
rightful heirs of tenants deceased, to pay their h«ricts or 
fines due to the lord on ev<ry entry of a new ho!der. At 
this assembly, too, matters o^ police, the infringenurnt of 
local customs, and often disputes between the tenants them- 
selves, were disposed of by the ollicia-j. of tlu! manor The 
record of the business of such courts is !:n'.)wn as (he Court 
roll, an<l these documents give some Information about the 
extent of tlie mortality among the manori'il tenants. H»'re. 
however, iust as in the case of the institutions of clerr^v. 
where the actual incumbent only is reg»strred imd no 
account is taken of the larger bodyol non-beneliced ch-rgy, 
so on the Court roll only the actual holder of the land is 
entered, and no notice is taken of the mcmbtrs of his ' 
family, or of others in the district, such as labourers and 
servants, etc., who were not actual tenants of the manor. 

Unfortunately the Court rolls for this period are often, if 
not generally, found to be missing. TVx^v ^x<>- ^\\\\*i\\'si%v,<^x 
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grcaf mortality did not permit of the court being held. 
There are, however, quite suiUcient of these records to 
afford a tolerably good idea of v/hat must have happened 
pretty «^c*n<rraliy throughout the co'intry. Dr. Jrssopp lias 
been able by the use ot the Norfolk Court roils to pre- 
sent his readers witii i». vivid picture of the havoc made by 
the plaj^ue in East Anglia. As an illustration of the same, 
some noies froiii a few Court rolls of West of England 
manors mav here be liiven. 

Tlio records of the royal manor of Gillingham, in the 
eounly of Dorset, show that at a court, held on *• W'edres- 
day next aftt-r the foa:-.! of St. Lucy (13 December), 1348," 
heriots were paid on tlie deaths of some t\venty-eii;ht 
tenant^, and the total receipts on this accouni. which at 
ordinary courts ar.iouuteil to but a few shillings. were» 
£2i'> 13s. <S(1. J-'iiithv-r, at the same sittings, the bailiiT 
notes that he has in hand the lan<ls and tenements of aboul 
tin'ity tenants, who had apparently left no heir to succeed 
to their holdings. In n'«:ndjers of cases it is declared thai 
:k> hericl has been paid, ami lliis although the receipts o'l 
this scori' at the sitting of ihr court, and on many subs-- 
cinent sitlinirs. are unusuaiiy ia.'ge. A^ another court. 
held earlv in ihe following year (1349) the names of two- 
and- twenty tenants uf the ip.anor are recorded as having 
(lied, and t^vo large slips of parchment, ?)elonging to the 
eoijrt held 'jw M^'iv :'>th, i-ive tiie lists of clcad tenants. 
'1^'nis it: tb.e tvlhing o- (jlllingiiam alone foriy-f.ve dealhs 
are Tceorded, anti \i\ liic neighbouring tything of Bourton 

scvenVri'i'."^' 

The next example may be taken from the rolls of a 
Wiltsl'.ire manoi, and ought, perhaps, to have been giv.-n 
in lli(. account of the j^lagut in llial coi-ntv. On June the 
nth, 13.1'j. a court was held at Stocklon, some seven miles 
froni Warndnster, consequently only a short distance from 

* Rfconls of the Minor of Giliinijh.ini, which I was permitted to examine br 
the kitulnfw. ot Ihc i>rrscnt Steward of the Mannr, R. Krcame, E$q., of GilUn^- 
ha 11. 
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the boundaries of Somerset. The manor, be it remarked, 
was evidently only a very small one. On the parchment 
record it is slated that since the previous Martinmas 
(November iilh, 1348) no court had been held, and from 
the entries upon the roll it appears that out of a small body 
of tenants on this estate fourteen had died. How manv 
had been carried off in each household does not, of course, 
appear, but in the majority of instances it looks very much 
as if the dead tenant had left no heir behind him.* 

A third instance i^ taken frcm the Court roll of tlic 
m;»nor of Chedzoy, near BriJgwaler. The plague had 
made its appearance at Bridgwater, as before related, 
some time previous to Novembei 21, 1348. It was to be 
expected, therciore, that the rolls of a manor only thri'e 
miles olf would show some .siijn of the mortalitv amoiiLT tlie 
tenants about the sanu- period. As a matter of fa<:t a 
glance throuj»h the parchment n.cord of a court held on St. 
Katherine's day, November 25, 1 348, shows that it hail 
made its apj)earance some time between September jcjth 
and NovembtT 25th. On this latter day some few of th.e 
tenants of the manor are noted as drad, and t!»ree or four 
fair!) lari^e holdinf^s have also fallen into the hands of llie 
lord of the manor, no heirs Ixnng foilh<*on)inL;. Amon^vt 
others, one William Hammond, who had rented and worked 
a water-mill, at a place called !c Sliip^ had been carried nil 
by tlie sickness. The house, it is noted, had since, np to 
the date of the cuurt, stood vacant. The mill wheel no 
long«T spun round at its work, lor William Hammond, tin- 
miller, had left no one to succeed hi.'u in his (ic<*upation. 

But this was only a beginning. The next court was 
held on Thursday aiier the l^piphany, January 8th, 13.|(|. 
What a terrible Christmas time il must have bet!n for tliuse ' 
Sonierset villagers on the low-lying ground about Bridg- 
water, flooded and sodden by the long months of incessant 
rain ! At least twenty more tenants are marked off upon 

^ B. Mus. AdiU WoW ii. x W 
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the roil as dead, and as in tliis casct the aclual days of tj}#-ir 
dcatlis ;iro givcfi, it is clear iho plaj^ue claimed many 
victims in this nei^liboiirliood about the close t)f Decrmbrr. 

l]t:(\vcen this and Marci* 2;^, 1340, (he sickness was a*: us 
worst in this niarior of C'licdzoy. The record of iho pro- 
ccedi:igs at the court, hehl on *' MoTiday after the feasL of 
St. i^en.dict," I34(;, occupies two loni^ skins of parchment 
c!osi*Iy written urj both sitles. Some 50 or Oo lines are pa^«.i 
by nevv tenants on their t.ikinj;" l>o^^ession of tlic lands and 
hous's, which n:iJ \ eh.M!i:ed to C'tlier^ no\\' dvad ;i!ul c;on*\ 
Ai^ain, wlio can lei! iio'v nuniy ha^l |u.Ti>h»:d in each house '^ 
Oiie l!>ini^ is .ibsohitelv rU:ar. In tliis singU": So!nerset 
villa<»'j many homes h<id bun left Vi!'\in1 without a sob'tarv 
luli.vbitiint ; inin^' were laktMi over bv n*'W tenants no: con- 
niTtrd with ill'.* oj'l necupii-r ; :*n\ in m'.)re tlian (^ne 
i:is>:in'*e people (.'miu- forw*iri- to aei as i;uar(!ians to yoe.n-r 
ehiidrrn who had appirer.'ly l)een left alone in the wor! I 
by ih(! death of v\'i:ry ntrar n^'ativr. 'r.ike an instanci*. At 
iiiis roi'.rl one J<>i\fi Cran. \n iio, bv iha v»av, look up th«» 
ho-i*-.* and lami-^ fc>r';)i'riv he'd by ins fat.her, w!io is said to 
hav- die-i. ;ssc) ii*:*. "d wi:!i th.e oiticiT of the court to take 
ehiiri^e ol W'illiiin, t!u' son dI Nicholas atle SIc»pe, ^or the 
said Xie'iolas. an I ;ip[);'ri'ntly every other n«:ar relativit oi 
the l»oy W iibam h;ul prri-Iu'd in the sickness. 

(n this sanj-: c-^'irl oi* March j^rd also several law eases 
art* disp'>st:J n\, h-i '. h(*v !i:mI \u'^'\\ si-ltled by the dcatli of 
(»ne ''r c'^Iier Oi botii ol liie parl':-s. lie.is, in Janiiaiy, J.540. 
a cl:n«n h;i.l !)een laid. ;«t 1 1'.«' siltini^ ut* ihr. court, a-^ainst 
one jolin L;.L^<*r, fe'* the rrturn ui some cattle by three 
tenanis, Willi. on, .b)!^::, and Roller Kichem;»n. At the 
Mai'-Ii sjlliiiir of th»- court iii d'le cour.-^e the case was 
call. -.1 on. No plaiiililT^, iiowevei, aj)peared, and in((ui-y 
elicited tlie fact that all thn-.- had tii»:d in the j^reat 
pestilence. 

The .actual docunirnt whicfi contains these particulars 
l:as, moreover, a l^jle of its own to tell. Thtr long «inlri«-s 
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on these two skins of parchment are not all in the same 
hand. Before the record of the heavy business done at 
til is court had been all transcribed, the clerk was changed. 
The hand which had so long kept the rolls of these Manor 
Courts ceases to write. What happent-d to him? Did he 
too die? Of course nothing can be known for cc:rtain, 
but it is not difficult to conjecture why another at this 
vry time takes up the writing of the Chedzoy manor 
records.* 
- 1 Another glimpse of the desolate state to which the 

j country was generally reduced by this disastrous sickness is 

afforded by the case of Hinton and Wilhani, the two 
Sf.int:rset Carthusian houses. The King had endeavoured 
by every means in his power to restrain the tenant;^ who 
survived the plague, from leaving their old holdings and 
sci'king f'T others where they could better them.?cives. 
Not only were fines ordered to be inflicted upon such 
labourers and tenants, as endeavoured to t»ike advantage 
01 tlie market rise in wages, but undrr similrir penalties laisd- 
owners v/ere prohibited from givin^; t^mpioymcnt to liiem. 
Tl:at such a Yaw must have proved hard in the case of those 
owninj^ manors, in which some or all of the teTi.mts imd 
labourers had died, is obvious. It was this hardship which 
some years aMer .the epidemic, in 1354, made the Car- 
ihiiMans oi Witliam plead for some mitigation of tlie roya! 
dei ree. " Our beloved in Christ, the prior and !)retbri:n of 
the Carthusian Order at Witham, in the county of SoiMcrset/' 
runs the King's reply, " have petitioned us that since thttir 
said house and all their lands and tenements thtrreto be- 
longing are within a close in the forest of Selwood, placed 
far from every town, aiid they posji^ess no domain beyond 
the said close, they have nothing to support the prior and 
bis brethren." (and this) " both because almost all their 
servants and retainers died in the last pestilence, and be- 

* B. Mus. Add. Rolb is<>6i-6. Ptfhapt ttic Richard HainnicNid eapeilamit 
wtioiiad a mill aiul hix acres, and who is rqiorlcd as aLVwwv^ vVvt^Ra^^Taa^ 
hAve been the scribe. 
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cause by reason of a command lately made by us and our 
Parliament, in which wtt*r alia it is ordered that servants 
should not leave their villages and parishes, in which they 
dwelt, as long as thfv could be hired ihert-, they have been 
brought to great need on account of the want of servants 
and labourers. Further, that a large part of their lands (for 
this same reason) remain waste and untilled, and the cjrn 
in ♦be rest of their estate, which had been sown at the time 
of harvest, had miserably rotted as it could not be gathered 
lor lock of '•eapers. By this they have been brought into 
great and -manifest poverty.*' Looking at the circum- 
stances, therefore, the Kin<; permits them for the future to 
engage servants and workmen on reasonable wages above 
tlu; legal sum, provided that their time of service elsewhere 
ha<l expired.* 

1 he second instance is recoriied in the following year. 
1355, and has ref*!rence to dirfic'ilties springing from the 
j^ame regulations as to the employment of labourers: — 
*' TIk* prior i;id l)n.'llir<Mi of t!i(* Cartiuisians of Ilinlon. in 
lli'.^ cuuntv ol Sjin'»rs'.-i, havt! prtiliomd us,'* sav> tlie 
KlriL^, ''that seeing t:Mt they licive no support except by 
llu. tiliajH* of their lands, and that the greatest part of 
th :'r estal'js, for want nl' workmt;n and servants fiom the 
time of th(* l.ist pestilence, have been unused and still 
'-eii'ain uncu'iivated. an«-l that thev cannot inH anv labourers 
\c. ,\:n\ their iriKis," (..'nd tarther) " tluit as many peo|>Ic 
and tenants we^e woiit to weave th? woollen cloth for the 
(lotlics of the hr^'t'nrcii fr(>n'» their wool, and do otlier 
various "services lor them, now througii iear of OTir orders 
as to servants thai ihev m;iv not re(\Mve greater salaries 
and stipends froiii tli'- said brethren, do not dare to serve 
them as beToro, and so h^ave their dwelliniT^ so that the 
inetiiren cannot get cloth to clothe tluMnselves properly," 
they beg that these orders may be relaxed in their regard. 
To which petition the King as.sented, allowing the 
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Carthusians of Hinton to pay the wages they had been 
used to do * 

The diocese of Exeter, comprising the two counties of 
Devon and Cornwall, was stricken by the disease apparenily 
about the same time as the county of Somerset. The 
institutions made by the Bishop of the diocese, in January, 
J3.:|9, number some 30, which shows that death had already 
been busy among the clergy. The average number of 
livings annually rendered vacant in thet\>o coimtits during 
the eight years previous to 1348 was only 36. In the year 
1349 the vacancies were 382, and the number of .'appoint- 
ments to vacant livings, in <:ach of the five months from 
M.'»n:!i lo July, v/as a'jtually larj»er th;«.n the previous yearly 
aver.tge. It Vi'O'ild apjiear, therefore, that in 1340 some 
34O vacancies may reasonably be ascribed to the prevailing 
sickness. 

Jn looking over the lists of institutions it is evident that 
th'* elleet of sickness was felt for some years, it ii? not 
until 1353 that the normal average is again reached. 'llie 
year following the epidemic the number of vacancies filled 
up was 80, and even in 1351 it still Temained at the high 
figure of 57. It is <'urious to note in these years that 
numerous benefices lapsed to the Ijishop. These must 
have been vacant six months, al least, before tlic dates 
wlien they were hlied by Bishop (irandisson. Sometiii»'*<, 
no doubt, patrons were dead, leaxing no heirs behind thoip.. 
Sometimes, in all probability, the patron could find ni> one 
to fill the cure. Further, the numbei of resignations of 
benefices during this period would appear to point to the 
lact that many livings were now found to be loo miserafiiv 
poor to afford a l)arc maintenance. 

After the sickness was over here, as in other parts of 
England, the desolation and distress is evidenced by chance 
references in the inquisitions. Thus at Lydford, a manor 
on iJartmoor, t!ie King's escheator returns the value of a 

• Jiot. Tat., 20 E*i. SU., uaia 2. m. a. (OcU»\>tt t.>N\. w^CS. 
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mill at fifteen sMllings, in place of the previous value of 
double that amount, because ** roost of llie tenants, who 
uycd to grind their corn at it, have died in the plague.'* It 
is the same at other places in the county* and in one case 
30 holdings are named as having fallen into the hands of the 
lord ot the manor * 

A bundle of accounts for the Duchy of Lancaster gives a 
good idea cf the eIT..ct of the pestilence in Cornwall. The 
roll is for the ye:ir from iViichaelnia?, 1350, and inclades the 
acrouiits of several inanois In the Deanery of Trigg, such 
as Helston, Tintagel, and others, in the district about the 
river Camel. In one it is noted that " this year there .-tre 
no buyers ; ' in another on!v two youths pay poll tax. two 
more hr^ve not paid, as ih.ey have been put in charge of 
some land, "and the rest have died in the pestilence.*' in 
the same place pasture, wl.ich usually let for 3s. 4d., nov*% 
•'because of the pestilence/' fetched oniy 2od. ; the ho!d- 
inrr.s ol five tenants arr named as in hand, <is v/ell as zaine 
i»l!ier tenements and 214 acres of Innd. Again, in another 
place the rent has diminished by £'j 14s., because 14 Iiold- 
ings and 102 acres pre In hand, together with tw-o fulling 
mills; on the other hand credit Is given for 8s. iid.. the 
value o! the goods and chattels of the natives of the manor 
who have died. And so the roll proceeds through the 
accounts of some twelve or fourteen manors, Krui every- 
where tlic same story of desolation appears. Besides 
numerous holdings and h.undreds of acres, represented as 
in hand and producing nothing, entire hamlets are name:d 
as having been depopulated. The droay in rent of one 
m.'ir.or alone is set down at /.30 bs. ijjd. 

Attached to the account of Helston, in Trigg, is a skin 
giving a list of good*^ and cfTects of different tenants named 
which the lord IVince '* occupied." There are 57 items 
in this list, whirli includes goods of all sorts, from an 
article of female dress and a golden buckle to ploughs and 
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■copper dishes ; and the total vahie of the goods which thus 
MI into the hands of the Black Prince, presumahly by the 
death of his tenants without heirs, ;s £,i(> i8s. 8d. 

AtTintagel it is noted that the "lilty shillings previously 
paid earh year as stipend to the chaplain who celebrated iu 
the diapel, was not paid this year, because no one wouhl 
stay to niiiiislur there for the said stipend."* 

On ihe2ylh.May,i35o,tiieHlackrrince,invie\vo5thc grcit 
distress throughout the district, authorised his officials to 
remit one-fourth part of ihe rents of the tenants who were 
left, " (or fear they should through poverty depart Irom 
thtir Iioldings."t But John Tr-sniayii, the receiver of the 
revenues of th<- I'rince in Cornwall, states that even in the 
ytfars 1352 and I35;t, so f^r from the estates there showing 
any recovery, they were iu a more deplorable state still. 
" For. the said two years," he relates, "he has not b<-en 
abl? to let (the lands), nor to raise or obtain anything from 
th'; s.iid l.inds and tenements, l)e(:■-lu^■e the said ten'.rniciits 
for the mo.it part have lemaiiied unccciipied, and the lands 
lain waste for want of ti>nants {in the place of those) who 
d-ed in the niurCal pestilence lately raging in the said 
county."J 

The loss of the episcopal registers of Ixndou for this 
period makrs it impossible to form any ceitiin estimate of 
the deaths in the ranks of the clergy of the c.ijiital 
during tli*^ progress of the epidemic. London contained 
within its walls, at that time, some 140 parish churches, 
exclusive of tin: large number of religions houseii grouped 
together in its prcci')Cts. It is not unreasonable to sup- 
po,-e that the mortality here was greater than elsuw'iepj. 
The population was closely packed in narrow slreels, the 
religious houses were except ion all}' tmTicrous, and many of 
tlicm, from their very situation, oould have had but very little 
space. It has already been seen how fatal was the entry 
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t»f the plague into any house, and consequently the pro- 
porlion of df'ilbs an-.r.n:^ lUr rci;;:Urs in Loncion was 
<!oubt.lcss gnraler than elsewhere, whilsi othe»- causers rnti>t 
have also eontribuled to raist: the roH of death among the 
seculars.* 

The diocese of London included, with Middlesex, the 

county of Essex and a porlL!; <..! Mcrtrordhhire. The 

benefices of the county ci Ilssox wr;-: in num!)er sotio 265, 

and, like the aciua! inslltutionb ol the Middlesex clergy for 

this perio<I, those made in th.-.' county of Essex are unknown. 

By July, 1549, the consequences of the scourge clearly 

.ippear in the I n>jvi^it:oncs post mortim for this county. 

In one manor Irn acres of nieadow, which had formerly 

been let for twenty sliillini^s, this year produced only half 

that :i mount, '• because of the common pestilence.** For 

th>. same reasrm tlie arable land had fallen in value, and r 

water-mill was idle, i*s t:iere was no miller. In anotlier 

place \xo acres oi" arable iar»d wa^^ hin*^ waste. "It car^not 

he let nt ail," says tlic IiMjnisitiOfi, *' but if i.t could be let, 

it woiilcj be worth init eleven sliillings and sixpence" only, 

in plnce ol tweiily-thrce shillinij^s. Here, too, pasture ha<l 

fallen Jifty per cent. i:\ value, c'»nd the wood *.hat liad b«*en 

»:ul could not be sold. So, *oo, at a manor near Maldon, in 

this couiity; prices Jiaci fall:*!i to ha'f the previous value, and 

here the additional i:i!cr.:i;i*^ion la given t!iat. out of eleven 

native tenants of tit" manor eiLjfit have died, and tlicir 

tcn«-ments and lanc^ w»re in hand. It is th.e same in everv 

in ■stance ; rents liad dropp^"\ owi;^^ 10 the catastrof^he. to 

on':-haIl. i\ral.»ie, nu 'i.I'^'W, ;>nd j)asline couid be obtaiiie<i 

fi'.'> yeir =ti Essex :'in\\ Ii'.re at s'M.h a rtMlection. L'te.er 

(State rert'i'.Hs !;a(l .'.".'kn eouaiiv. In or.t: f^K'iee com I f-'es 

WKrxc thict! in place of tli r usual six sh.iiiings, nnd the manor 

* .I'J<Ji;i«"g b)' the oti'iivitton iULs in t'lC Lonwo:* Kcj^l'st.rs ihe jncjiorlior* of 
iu>r«.l>ciK'ticcd clcrfv was vf-.- lar»;C. h\ ihc luclv:* vcai.s. irom 1 562 t<» 1 ^rji. 
Ui^Viop Sudbury ordninrM to tl'i^ jirir-ihiiof! .\if\ r«r^ »;!;»:> aii:i So»j noii-bf:nrf»cctJ 
«:crj;y, :»vjain.*-t 2.*?; '.ntii'ficr-l pii?<>!f. Accunlmj* tc this |«r<'r.uiti.>r, ihr •Yon- 
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dove-house brought in one instead of two shillings. Water 
mills were at a greater discount even than this. One, at a 
]ilace called Extngford, was valued at twenty shillings in 
place of sixty shillings, and even at this reduction there is 
considerable doubt expressed whether it will let at all. 

Lastly, to take one more example in the county of Essex. 
An inquiry was irad<; as to the lands held by the abbot of 
Colchester, who died on August the 24th, 1349. In this it 
appears that, in the manors of East and West Denny, 320 
acres of arable land had fallen in yearly value from four to 
two pence .in acre; 14 ucres of meadow from iJJd. to 8d. ; 
the woods anr valueless, " because there arc no buyers":'' 
and out of six native tenants two are dead. In another 
place four tiut of six have been carried off ; in another, 
oidy two are left out of seven. The rent of assize, it is 
d.jclared, is only ^'4, "and no more, because nioit of the 
lund is in hand."* 

No account has been prtfS*erved of the ravages of thi- 
|t.:slileuce at ihc abbey of Colchester; but the death of 
iUu! abbot al this time makes it not unlikely that the disease 
was as disastrous here as in other n]ona.-.leries of which there 
is preserved some record. It is known that the town suf- 
.(cred considerably. "One of the most striking elTcrty v/as," 
writes one author, "that wills to the unusual number ol 
^ 1 1 1 were enrolled at Colchester, which at that time had the 
privilege of their probate and enrolmenl."t 
, Talkeley, an alien priory in Essex, was reduced to com- 
plete destitution. It was a cell of St. Valery's Abbey, in 
Pitardy, and when seized into the King's hands on account 
'of the war with France the prior was allowed to hold the 
lands on condition of his paying £1 jG a year into the royal 
purse. Two years after the plague had visited the county, 
thispa^-mcnt had fallen into arrears, "by reason of the 
■pestilence lately raging, from which lime the said land re- 

, ,• *. 0... Eiche»u>t*» Inq. p. in.,Scria L. file 165. Alio ilAl., file i6«. 
(Jwh. Acai., iV i *i;- C/.Bl>.^B>dt.a.H. Mii».AcOs., BumUeSb-titU.^ 
t r. CrooDircIl, HiiUty9/C9l(luatT,\., ^ 1%. 
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cause by reason of a command lately made by us and our >\ 
Parliament, in which intt^r alia it is ordered that servants 
should not leave their villages and parishes, in which they 
dwelt, as long as thty could be hired thcrt*, they have been 
brought to great need on account of the want of servants 
and labourers. Further, that a large part of their lands (for 
this same reason) remain waste and uiitilled, and the cjrn 
in the rest of their estate, which had been sown at the time ' 
of harvest, had miserably rotted as it could not be gathered 
for lack of reapers. By this they have been brought into , 
great and -manifest poverty." Looking at the circum- ' 
stances, therefore, the King permits them for the future to j 
engage servants and workmen on reasonable wages above 
the legal sum, provided tliat their time of service elsewhere 
had expired.* 

The second instance is recorded in the followin*^ year, ^^ 
'355i ^^d J^*^s reference to difficillies springing from the ^^ 
same regulations as to the employment of labourers ; — 
** The prior and brethnMi of th<^ Cnrtliusians of Ilintop. in 
the county of S-jmersiri. havt! p»*titi()m-d us,'* s;iys tlu' 
King, "that seeing tb.it tliey have no support except by 
the tillage of their lands, and tliat \\m- greatest p:irt of 
ih'.^ir estat'js, for want ^»f workmt;n and servants from the 
time of the last pestilence, have been unused and still 
remain unc*j!li\ated. imd that thev cannot tret anv labourers 
to work their iriuli-:," (ond f jrth<-r) ** t!)at as many pcopI<» 
and tenants wee wont to weave thi woollen cloth for the 
clothes of the br*»tnrra fron^ their wool, and do otlief 
various services for them, now through fear of our orders 
as to servants tliat i1k:v m;iv not receive irreater salaries 
and stipends from Wv said bn.lhrt-n, do not darv to serve 
tlu-m as before, aiu: so h^ave their dwellinLT^, so that the 
i)rethren cannot get cloth to clothe themselves properly,** 
they beg that these orders may be relaxed in their regard. 
To which petition the King as.sented, allowing the 

* Kol. Kit.. 2S K<1. \\l., V'V?^ ^m.iov^VA\\ .Vauu:u%, 135^). 
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Carthusians of Hinton to pay the wages they had been 
used to do * 

The diocese of Exeter, comprising the two counties of 
Devon and Cornwall, was stricken by the disease apparently 
about the same time as the county of Somerset. The 
institutions made by the Bishop of the diocese, in January, 
13.119, number some 30, which shows that death had already 
been busy among the clergy. The average number of 
livings annually rendered vacant in the t\vo counties during 
the eight years previous to 1348 was only 36. In the year 
1349 the vacancies were 382, and the number of •appoint- 
ments to vacant livings, in each of the five months from 
March lo July, was actually lar^»or than the previous yearly 
fiven^ge. Il v»'0'i!d appear, therefore, that in 1340 some 
346 vacancies may reasonably br ascribed to the prevailing 
sickness. 

Jn looking over the lists of institutions it is evident that 
thr t-floct «)f sickness was felt for some years, it i.? not 
until 1353 that tiic normal average is again reached. 'llie 
year following the epidemic the number of vacancies filled 
up was 80, and even in 1351 it still remained at the high 
figure of 57. It is curious to note in these years that 
numerous benefices lapsed to the Bishop. Th«wSe must 
have been vacant six Months, at least, before the dates 
w!)cn tlury w-rt; filled by I^isliop Cirandis.*»on. Sometiu»'*s, 
no doubt, patrons v.e re dead, leaving no heirs behind them. 
Sometimes, in all jMobability, the patron could find n«> one 
to till the cure. Further, ihe number of resignation^ of 
/ benefices during tiiis period would appear to point to ihr. 
{act that many livings were now found to be tou miseraf>!v 
poor to afford a bare maintenance. 

After the sickness was cvor here, as in other parts of 
England, the desolation and distress is evidenced by chance 
references in the inquisitions. Thus at Lydford, a manor 
on iJartmoor, the King^s escheator returns the value of a 

• Hot, Tat.. 20 EJ. lU.. U-XX& 1. m. xtCk^&>^x wN\. wt^Cs. 
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so diminished and impoverisJicd that the bailiff*; were 
ab!t: to get nothing for the farms in that year, 1351.'' In 
the same way also John Chasliloun, the sheriff, had re- 
t:civo<^ nothing whatever lor his oflice. In the end the sum 
clainied was allowed."'^ 

In the Canterbury portion of ihtt countv of Kent there were 
sov.ir 280 ben'^ficcs, which number may form the basis for a 
calculation of the dcalh roll. The condition to which this 
portion of England was reduced may be estimated froni 
one or two examples. In 1352 the prioress and nuns of 
the hou>e of Si. James' outside Canterbury were allo^ved 
to \)v. free from the tax of a fifteenth j^ranted to the Kin::, 
becausii tticy were reduced to such destitution thai they 
had nothing beyond what was necessary to su])pcrt them.t 
llvrii '.he C'athedral priory of Christchnrch itself had 
to plead poverty. About 1350 the monk:- addressed 
j>ctitions to the Dishop of Rochester asking him to give 
tUrm the church of \Ve>terh;im ''to lielp them to maintain 
t!:i;ir tia^jiiion.'il Ilo^i)iu:lil^ .*' Tl'.ey i^av thai *' bv llie i^ieat 
j^'j^'.iii nc«: aliVctin^^ rnan and beast/' tliev are unnbl^ to do 
iW,:", i*!ii! as arguimrTits to induce the I^»li»hop to allow this 
imprupiiation, they state that they have lost 257 oxea, 511 
cows, ;'pd 4,585 ^l.vop, worth together iC.yg^ 12s. 6d. Further 
they stale that *' 1,21 :> acres of land, formerly profitable, 
ar'/ inundated by the <ea,*' arparently from wptiI of 
labour/jrs to iuainlain the sea walls. J 

The neii:hbourinj» countv of Sussex, at tiie lin;e of tlie 
appearance of the disease, counted some ^20 benefices. 
Frof!) the Fat«-nt Rolls it ap|).*ars tiiat in 1340 the Kin:^ 
presented to as many as j6 Jivmgs in ihe county; amori^sl 
L.hose no less tiinn live were at Ma^ti-igs. at All Saints', St. 
Clement's, St. Leonard;:, and two ;it the Free Cliape!.§ 



♦ IL O., L. T. 11. Mcniuran.l.i Rol'. 27 Iv!. HI. (Hilary term), v^. 7. 
t Kot. Claus., 26 Ktl. IM.. m. 7. 

I IJiJ. MSS. Covim,, Fifth R.pjrt, p. 444. Th'..-5C lands were ai)parcrit!y 
the A;»;.Itv5./rc MiUhlics. wl-ioii sulir.crjUctiiy <■>.< tl»c monastvry ^^350 to xecla:m. 
§ :>uy$ex ArduologiCiU Society, W-A, .xxi , \h>. 44i ^H' 
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In Hampshire, including Ihe Isle of Wight, the average 
annual number of appointments to benefices for three ye.ars 
previous to the pestilence was 21 ; in 1349 no fev/er than 228 
institutions arc registered, so that it may fairly be said that 
over 200 beneficed clergy were carried oflF by the sickness. 

In the county of Surrey the total number of institutions 
in 1349 was as high as gj, against a previous average of a 
iittle over nine yearly, so that hero, as in Hants, the number 
of vacancies of livings was this year increased tenfold. It 
may fairly be. argued tliat ol the number 92, some 80, at 
least, of the vacancies were caused by the epidemic. 
Several examples have ar?eady been given of the hnivoc 
wrought by the epidemic in religious houses in wliich it 
had effected an entrance. Where the head of a com- 
munity was carried off, it is practically certain many of the 
members also would have perished, and it can be doubted 
by no one who examines the facts that the pestilence 
was not only terrible at the time, but h.'id a lasting aud 
permanent effect upon the state ol the monasiic: houses. 
1 his point may be illustrated by some of the munastcrie> 
of the diocese of Winclv^stcr. 

In th:* city itstlf the prior of St. Swithun*s and the 

abbess of St. Mary's Benedictine convent both <lied, and 

there is evidence tha^ a l.irge proportion of both tht*se 

communities must have perished at the same time, as well 

as many at the abbey of Hyde. To take the Cathetlral of 

Si. Swithun's f^rst. In ^3-25, four and twenty years before 

the great mortality, the monks in the hoi?se were 64 in 

number.* Of th^•se the 12 juniors on the list !iad not a; 

that time received the subriiaconate. T\\c 34tl! in order iti , 

the community had been ordained deacon on December 19U1, 

1310, and all the thirty below him were his juniors. , It i.; 

fair to consider that about 60 was the normal number 

previous to the yeai i349.t After that date thty were 

* Reg. PontUsera, (oL 143. 

f Thtt may be considruHi tlie nombcr in the prevkJM ceiitunf CcoicGk vV«-. 
AnnaUs it Wimioma, 
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reduced to a number \v)iidi varied between 35 and 40. Iv. 
13S7 William of Wykcliam exhorted the community to use 
every efTort to get up liu*ir strength to the original Oo 
members*'; but not\vitIisl:in»lini; all tlicir endeavours they 
were on Wykeham's d/alh, in A.D., 1404, only 42- At 
Bishop Wayneflcrte's clc etion, in 1447. there were oniy 39 
monks; thrco years laler only 35 ; and in A.D. 14S7 the-"- 
numht!r had fallen to 30, at which figure it remained till tbt* 
Hnal dissolution ol thi.- !ic>iise in the relj^n of Henry Vlll.t 
< Tiie neighbouring' Abbev of Hyde, a house of con- 
sidi^trable impoiUmcc, with a community of probablv 
*)eturen thirty and forty Tnonk*^. a i;«*n!urv later had falLi 
to only twenty. In 1488 it had risen to twenty-four, 
and eight of these had joined within the previous three 
years. At the beginning of tlie 16th century, in 1501;, 
tlie community again consisted of twenty; but on the 
'/ve ot th.e linnl destruction of the abbey there are some 
signs of a PH;ovi*ry, the liouse then consisting of twenty-six 
nicmbers, four oi wiium were novices. So impoverished 
wa* the house by the consequences of the great mortality 
that in 1352 tlie community were forced in order ** to 

• Utft^. Wvkcham, ii, io\ 22t\. 

1 Tl-c f'»;io'.vi!ix; arc tlie n»'iul>cr of monks belonging lo WlnchcsUT Cathc- 
Cv.'.Ci l'ii<T)- at the aniicx'j^l <l:ilcs : — 
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avoid/' as they say, " the final destruction of their house/' 
and *'on account of their pitiful poverty and want, to 
relieve their absolute necessity/' to surrender tlieir pos- 
sessions into the hands of Bishop Edyndon."*^ 

Financial diniciilties also ovorwheiniccl and nearly 
brought to ruin the Benedictine Convent of St. Mary's, 
/vhich was reduced to about one half their former number. 
/To the same generous benefactor. Bishop Kdjndon, thry 
/' were indebted for their escape from extinciion. In fact, 
/ it would appear that at this time many, if not njost, of 

the relitrious honsrs of ihc diocese were protected ant! 
supported by the liberality oi thf Bishop and his relativrs. 
whom he interested in the work of preserving fron: 
threatened destruction these monastic establisl^me:ll^. In 
the document by which the nuns of St. Mary's acknowKd^/. 
Bishop Edyndon as their second founder, they say that 
" he counted it a pious and phrasing thing mercifully to conit: 
to their assistance when overwhelmed bv j)overtv, i^ral 
when, in these days, evil doing was on the increas\- and 
the world was growing worse, they were brought to tiie 
necessity of secret begging, it was at .-^uch a time timt 
the same father, with the eye of compassion. seeii>g tliat 
from the beginning our monastery was slenderly j^rovided 
with lands and possessions, and that now we and our liouae. 
by the bairenness ot our land, by tee destmnion of our 
woods, and by the diminution or taking away from the 
monastery of due and .appointed rents, because of the 
dearth of tenants carried off by the unheard-of and un- 
wonted pestilence," came to our assistance to avert our 
entire undoing.f 

Six months later the nuns of Romsev, in almost thr 
same words, acknowledged their indebtedness to thi* 
Bishop.J Here the results of the pestilence upon the con- 
vent, as regards numbers, are even more remarkable than 

* Had. MS., 1761. f. 30. 

t Rrit. Claus., sft Eft HI., ni. .^d (dau-d February Ctli, ijsa)- 

t Ibid., m. 6 (July Sili). 
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in tlie instances already given. At the election of an abbess 
in A.I). 1333 there were present to record their votes go 
nuns. Early in May. 13.19— that is onlv 16 vears later— the 
ahbrss dial for the royal .issoiU was jriven' to the oh-clion 
of her y:iccessor, Joan Gerncys, o:i May 7th of thatye;ir.- 
What happened to the community can Iv '-allirnd by ihr 
fa^t that in IJ78 their number is found reduced to iS\ ana 
they never rose above i>5 nnti; their final suppression.' 

'^n- various bodies of friars must ikivo siiff-red quite as 
severely as th.* resi ol i'r.» cLt-v. h i<. h'*\\cvrr. very 
'.iitht nil to obliiin imy lUiinhr ii'.rornialion .ibt.»i! ihr^r 
m'jn'.liiani. c»rders ; but >'uu,^ sli-!i{ :m!i(Mii:,ii of !ii«. «!, .irth 
of MM-mbi rs fh^-y mnsl h:\\c rxpiTirn.-rtl .it this pi ii...I in 
con*..non with all '.Iht-r bodies in iui'daiul. i rvh-;Ia>i ical and 
Ip.y, is to he foiiTid ii^ llir t^'[)iscc»na! n\i;i>tvM-s of thr p. ri«ui. 
Iv the diocese of W'ineliestcr, for e\amj)ie, the Au-L^usiiiy'aus 
had oiilr on(» convent, ar Winchci^ter. J'Vom St*ptefnb«. r, 
13.40,10 June, 134S, thry [.^rc^micd four snbjt cts for ordina- 
i.Iun to the |>r;isihood : frcMn th:il li'^.e till Mlsho]j b-dyiuh>n's 
d^*n'Ii, in October, I30(;. oidy * wo nuMt: were (>rdained, l>ot'n 
o/t Jj»i(l l)t»ceml)fr, i ^';8. The I'Viars Minor Iv-J two 
h.oiJM s, (?nf at \Vinc!usler, tb.e other at Souihain[)ton ; for 
thcsr, in 1347 and 1340, thrc(! p.riests were ordained, rro.m 
tliil time till th(» 21st of ])ec«Mn!)er, 1359, no more received 
orders. Tlwn two \\t»re inadr ];ric*sts ; bul no further 
v):;:in;Ltions are rocc'diid until a''ler l/^ishop lvJynv!on's 
dc-.-^t!^ The same extr.io-djpcirv w«'int of subjects a[>pear? 
in thi- case of tlv: CainKi'les. Willi •.'aem, between 1346 and 
I3/|S, eleven subjects rec.ivrd the priesihood. The next 
Can-.icllt«* ordainod was in l>eeember, 13^»7, and only thi«»e 
in all we*-*- mad<: priests between the threat plague and the 
close (f i!ie ve.ir .\^^'Ci. Tlie D-jminicau;. als'j had onlv 
one priest oidaii>ed in ten years, tiuit is in the period from 
March, 1319. to December. 1350. 

Owing to the mortality liaving swept away so many of 

* Rut. P.U., ?.i Ed. HI., pars la, m. ij?. 
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their tenants, and other consc(|uenccs traceabltf lo the mor- 
tality, the priory of St. Swithun's became heavily involved 
in debt. On tho 31st of December, 1352, Bishop Edyiidon 
'!<'ttrniiiied to make a careful inquiry into tlie state o( his 
cathedral myniihlery, and wrote to that effect to the jirior 
am! convent. H.; says in his letter that he has heard how 
ihe tenipoiaiilies have sufiered severely " in these days, 
both by the deaths cf tenants oF the church, from whicli 
there lias cojiie a grave dtininutioii of rent and serviewi, 
and from various .other causes unknown, and iUst it i-i 
burdened with excessive deUls." As lie himself was occu- 
pied in the King's service, he [iroposes lu -iend some oflireru 
to inquire into these matters, and be^s tin:ni lo assist them 
in evi.ry way. He (uither -^ays that it is reported to liiin 
"tha", in this our church the former lervour of devotion in 
the divine service and regular observance has grown luke- 
warm:" (hat ij'ilh the (imiiaslery and oul-huildings are 
faltiiijj to ruir.h; that " ijuests aro aut received there so 
honourably as before; on which account we wonder not a 
little." he continues, "and are troubled the more because so 
far you have ni.t informet! us" of these tilings, lie appoints 
January ;m, 1353, for the beginning ol the in<|ui>'v, and ia a 
t^econd (ioeunient n.imes three priests, inchidii'g ;i canon <?■ 
the di^jtese of Sarum and tlie rLClur of Troyie, in ! lamp- 
shire, to hold it.' 

■Shorlly after this, on January 14, 1353. Hishop Kdyiidon 
orviered a similar inLjuiry to !"• made as to the stale of 
Christ. !>iir<h priory, which w.'s also heavi.y in debl.t That 
t!:e house had been seriously diminished ;n n^eniiiers seems 
n:o:-e than jirobabh; in view of liie [act Ihi't from the dale Ot 
the plaijue till the beijinning of 13(16 no subject of the house 
was ord.iined prie?t. 

The hospital of Sandown, in Surrey, was lelt, as before 
said, without a rilii;;Ie inmate. On June i, 1349, the ttisltop. 
in };iviny it into the care of a priest named Willisni de 

• lUs. Edyndon. il, B. a/b, a. 
t IM., fiA. a. 
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Coleton, says : ** Since all and everyone of the brethren vi 
the Hospital of the blessed Mary Maji^dalcne of S.'»nduN\7f. 
in our diocese, to whom on a vacanc) of the ofhce of IVfor, 
or guardian, the election belonged, arc dead in the mortality 
of men raging; in the kinj^dom of E:ighind, none <»i the 
brethren being left, the said liosjiital is dcstiluie both of 
head and members."* 

The same state of Ihiancial ruin is known lo have existed 
in the case of Shirebome »)riory. On >th June, 1550, 
Bishop Edyndon wrote to tlie abbot and convent of St. 
Vigor of Cerisy saying thiit Shireborne, which was said 
to be a dependency of the abbey, was fallen into great 
poverty. " J'he oblations ol sacrifices had ceased, am! 
from very hunger the devotion of priests w«'»s grown tepid ; 
ihe buildings were (aliing to ruins, und its fruitlul fields, 
now that the labourers were carried off, were barren/' The 
priury could not hope, he considered, to recover *' :n tJ)cir 
days,'' and so, witii i])c consent of the ?")atron, he rcouesled 
the abl)ot to recall four oC the monks to the abbey, the 
priory tlien containing the su|>erIor and seven religious. 
The same day a letlcr was sent to the prior of Shireborne 
directing that this should be a', once carried out.t 

One laei will be su!{ici<.iit to show ihc state to which the 
diocese was rtMiuced alter the T>h;i'uc i\ad j)assed. On the 
(>th of Aj)ril, 1350, the lUsliop issued a geneiai admonition 
to his ch^riiv as lo residence ol tlieir cures. It had been 
reported to him, he says, that some priests, to whom tlie 
cure ot Sf^uls had been coinmiitt'd, " n«*^'Ircting, wi;h danger 
to many souls,*' this cliarge, " have niost shanieruiiy al:-sentefl 
thems.rlves for tlieir cliunh-s," so Ihat '* even the di\ine 
sacrific<*s," lor which the.-;e churches Iiad been built and 
adorned, "had been left oif." The sacred buildings were, 
lie .•^ays, ''left to birds a.id ))easts.'' an*! tiu*y neither kept 
the cliurcli i:^. repaii- nor rep.-.in d whai was falling to ruins, 
*' on winch :»ccount the g<;.KTal state oi the cliurciies is one 

'^ K.i^'. i; iyptlon, i, fol. 49b. 
f Jbid., ii, fol. 23b. 
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of ruin." He consequently orders al! priests to return to 
their cures within a n^.onth, or to get proper and fitlin.^ 
substitutes.* 

In the June oi the same year (1350) a special monition 
was issued to Wiliiam Elvot, rector of a church near B'lsini'-- 
stoke, at once to return to his livinj^, as the cinirch \\?.C\ been 
h:ft without st-rvice. A month !:itcr, un t*he iot»! of July, 
1350, th;: Hisliop published a joint letter of the Arclun^no;) 
an:l oishops orU«,Ting pnests to srrvc the churches at tiie 
prt'vious stipends, and he ad<is ihat every parish chunh 
must be contented \vitl;*'One chaphiin only, ** until those 
parisii and j)rebendal chinches an^i chapels which ;ire now. 
or may hereafter be, unserv^c^ be properly supj)Hed vvltli 

chaf)'ai!is."t 

There irc many indications of the misery and suffering lo 
wiiich the jK*ople i^eneraiiy v.'cr:* reduced in th«*:.e parU. 
'j'hns, for example, the Kinj«f, whose compassion and tendcr- 
ne*:S, bv the wav, are verv rar«'lv p.ianifesied, n-nn^.s tlif t;i!: 
of t'r.e 15th due to him in thf <:as •' of h's tenants in the Ish* 
of WiLflit. This he «loes, *' tr.'kii»<;: into account the divtrrs 
burrlens whic h ** thesr tenants have borne, ** for the men 
and tenants of our manors now dead an<l whose Tands nnri 
ten<*»nents bv their deatlis have come info our hands.*'! 
A L;!ance at tlic ^'nstitutions to beiiefices in the island will 
show that at one time or another during the pievalenre of 
tlie plague nearly every living became vacant, and some 
more than once. 

The town of Portsmoutli, also, was forced to plead 
poverty, and ask the remission of a tax of £12. 12s. 2d., 
because •* by the attacks of our enemies the French, 
lircs, and other adverse chances the inhabitants wore very 
much depressed."§ Tliat the "other adverse chances" 
refers to tlie desolation caused by the pestilence appears 

• Ihid.^ fo!. 22b. 
t /6irf., Col. 2.1b. 
X Hot Cliuf., 27 Kd. 111., m. \r\. 
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from another grant, c! relief hn' oitjlit yoars, madi- to l! •• 
town the prcviou'^ y<''ir, biMwasc it \\c?> so inipo\i:risiv;iI 
"both by the pestihrntc r»nd by the burning ami dcstnictioi: 
of the place by our '/ncmics.''* 

Tiic neii'hbrjnring inland of Havlintr was In ev»»n a \vor^^* 
pbVlit alter tiie j^—'li'encc. *' The inhabitants ot StOK-.-. 
P-aststckCj NorUnvood, South.wood. Mrughan-., Weston, aad 
Hn\!ing, In Ihe isiand of Ilayling, have shown to us." sa\s 
tlie King, in 135*-, **' that they are greatly in^jmverlsncd 
by t^xpenscs and burdens for the defence of tiie i^aid 
■slaad aijainst tin* .'JI.'k ks of the I'Veneh, a!ul bv tii;: i^riia 
wastii^g of their lands by ?!^.read of the sea, as v.'-il r-^ b\ 
the a])nndor,raL!:t ct tlu- island bv :ome v.ho were wont U: 
bear the burdens of t'ne said» island. 1 liose consequently 
who are left woidd have to pay more than double the usual 
tax were it no\>' lev'ed. Moreover since the great<:st part 
o: the said poj»ulation died whilst the ])la^ue wns rainiv^. 
now. througl: the dearlii of ser\.in!s a!Hl lahonnTS. i\\c in- 
h:a)itpnts arc (.'impressed and dailvare fallinK aiost niserabiv 
into t»reater poverlv. Takin'^ ii»to account all this, th.»- 
King orders iIk: co'Iector ot taxes for Southampton not 
to reunire the old amount, br.t to be content witli onlv 
£() 15s. yrjd.f 'I'hiCe yerrs !n«er Hayliiig priory, which as 
one •>! the ali'.n houses th«-n ip the h'ing's hands had bee;» 
payir.p a large rent into tht» royal cxche(;uer in place of 
sending it over to iheir foreign inothcr house, was rcliev<*d 
by the King of tiie payment ol £$j, as it was ** much 
oppressed in tlies** flays. "'f 

i':ven in Winelusli»r dininiities ;is to taxation, at this 
time, led to many people leaving the city. Citizens, as 
the doc'irnc nL rel.itir.g to It declares, who have long live*! 
there, •' because of the taxation and other burdens now 
pressing on them, are leaving the said city with tho pro- 
perty they have made in the place, so as not to contribute 

* /!»;./., 25 !•:.!. It!., in. 21. 

t C>rig:ridli.i3loU, 2.)^^-^^^»**^-^- ,.«.,« «. 
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to the said taxes. And they, betaking themselves to other 
localities in the county, arc leaving the said city desolate 
and without inhabitauts to our (/.if., the King's} great 
hurL"^- 

An Inqitisitio post mortem for a Hampshire manor, 
taken in 1350, shons the fall in prices ol lands and pro- 
duce after the mortality. Eighty acres of arable land, 
which in normal times had been I.?t for two marks (13s. 4<l.), 
now produced only 6s. 8d., or just one-half, being a' the 
re. I ol id. per acre in place of two pence. The sam.c 
fail is to be seen in the rent of meadow larid, which let 
now at 6d. inster^d of a shilling, and in the value of wowls, 
JO acres fetching only 2od., in the place of doable that 
amount, which it used to produce. t 

In Surrey it is the same story. In the inquiry made as 
to t'jc lands of William de Hastings, on the 12th March, 
1349, it i.3 declared that ihe tenements let on the manor 
prrjduce only thirty -six shiil;n;^s because all the l<mants 
hut ten are d<;ad, ** and the other houses stand and remain 
• •nipty for w.int of tenants, and so arc of no ^/dlue this 
yc;.r.*' In another case a walermill is held by the jury to 
be worthless because "all the tenants who used it were 
dead." It had remained empty and no one could be found 
io runt it Of the land 300 acres cannot be let. The 
coiirt of the manor producjt? nothing, because all ?re 
dead, and there arc no receipts from the free tenants, 
which used to amount to /^6 a year, ''because almo.st all 
the tenants on the t;aid manor are dead, and their ttrr.emenls 
remain empty for want of some to rent thcm.'^J 

In the absence of any definite information about the 
institutions of clergy in the county of Gloucester, it may 
be roughly estimated, from the number of benefices, that 
between 160 and 170 beneficed clergy in this district 
[»erished in the epidemic. Like other religious houses, the 

> lUiL PaC, 26 Kd. III., pars la, m. %%\, 
\ E^hvaivr*H la<{. p. in., i^crtcs I, file qo. 
5 Escl)er»Uir*s Iiiq. p. m., I1-13 VA. VU., %«\«*\»%fte ^^V ' 
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abbey of Winchccnibe was impoverisI»cd by tb'^ con^tr- 
cjiienccs of the great inortalitv, and some yeary after 
it was unable to sitpoorl its comniunitv and -novi it^ 
llab»liti(!S. *' By (klecl in pa»:t. i'dinlnistration/* r..- iiu: 
clocunient puts it, " it is burd*.'ncd with i^n^at dc bt, ana 
its si^ftc, from various causes, is so miserably im- 
poverished that it is n:x^essary lo place the ciistody of 
the temporalities in llje hands of a commission *' appo»ntvd 
by the crown. "^ 

Thyt chi:; i? nu exa:::q:erjted ^'iew of tjie difScultie^ 
wiiich beset the landed j>niprietors at the time, and that the 
origin of the mis^rv must be sou^jht for in the gr'^.al pesti- 
lence, a nas"-'aixe in Smvil/s Lives of the Bcrkclcys 
may help to show: — ** In iht 23rd of this KiiVj^," he writes. 
*'so ^^\Q.cX wivS the plnj;ue vithin tMs lord's nianor of n*'iTne 
(in Glou<.esterb!\ire) tlt;:t so many workfolks as amount^.d 
lo \,\i± d.rvs' \\o\V w<':e hirt;'! to r;ather »n the corn of tliat 
manor alone, iis by lli'/ir dtMll.s f*-!! into the lord's hand.*?, 
ot else were forr.:ikt:n by them."t 

Th'r !;r!ory o\ L:«.ni.lK»".v. n^'.-.r • iloucesler. war, broii'»bt to 

<u(:!i st-c'iis tiiui: !,he cor.inujnilv were forced to anrle ti» 

«. • *■ 

the [*i^]^on -f ilereleid tf- tirrint them ene o** ilie benrhces 
in his di(>cesc.. Tliey hrj^e bee?\, thev s.'»y, f.o situater! qu 
the h!:;h io::d as to b«^ <,biiged to <(i%*e ^T'cat hospiialitv at 
;di ti r»e^' to licli rv?vl Vi^vr, Their property, in i^^re'it pan, 
v,?> ;p Ireian-.I. and ii l-ad he* t) r^-.irli di'itir^'S.Scc' In valut.- 
by liie state oi l!ie ct)url'.y. Tht* iio'js'* was at this time. 
October 15th, T35i, so in^ poverished by this and by a ^i^reat 
fire liiat, without aid, tliey eouh! not keep up their charity. 
!V;i- " the rents oi the [Miciyr.nd liie services, which the 
ten.'.iit* nt-d natives. (»r ser^s ol" tlv^-'^aid h.jtise livinir on 
tlieir domaiji, have be<M'. wonl M-arlv, and even d-iily, 10 
pa) and p<rform lor t!ie religious s<T»'in«; God there, rc»\v, 
ihrouiTi^ the pe.vtih*ece and unwont'd n}ortaJitv by 
which the people ot tlie kinjjdom of iinrdand have beea 
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nlHic'ted, and, as is known, almost blotted out, are (or 
the greater part irreparably lost."* 

Some few years after tlic plague had passed an inquisi- 
tion lii.Id at Gloucester as to the state of the priory of 
liursleigli n-veal.- the fact that a great number uf the 
tenants on the estate had dird. Horsleifrli was at the 
[•eriud a cell of the priory of Bruton, in Somerset, and llic 
(|(iesli(in befmi; the jury at this in(]uiry was as to 'iic 
'!il:^l>i(Iations fau^cd by the prior or minister of the dc- 
(lendent cell, Tlicy first fouid that all revenues from the 
estates at Horslcigh, after a reasonable amount liad been 
allowed for the support of the prior and \i'ts brethren living 
in the cc:ll, should be paid lo the head h'X'se of Hruton. 
Thih the then prior, one Henry de Ljle, h.id not done, lie 
had, niorcovtT, dissipated the goods of his house by culling 
down timber and underwood and selling cattle. Among.sl 
rhe rest he is decSared to have sold "eiglity oxen and cons 
which had come to the house as mortuaries or heriots of 
tenants who had died in the great pcsLilence."t, 

iJiigdale, in Ids history of the county, prints some 175 
libts oi incumbents of Warwickshire livings. In 76 cases 
there is noted a change at this period, and in several in- 
stances more than once is a new incumbent appointed to a 
living within a short period, so that in all there are some 93 
inslilutions recorded. 

A glimpse of the slate to which the county generally was 
reduced is afforded by some InquisilitHies post mortem. 
As soon after the plague as 1350, at Wappcnbury in 
Warwickshire, three houses, three cottages, and 20 acres 
of land are described as valueless and lying vacant, . 
because of the pestilence late pa.st. At Alccster, on tlut 
estate of a man who died ]une 20lh, 1349, rents are 
not received and tenements are in hand, "for the most 

• Beg. H««(. Tritack., W. i«. 

t Bru-A,ii Cl«ttullry I. liiU I'flor lUi.ry apiK-rt 10 lia« «)kiU ihc 
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part, through the death of ilie holders." Again, at 
Wilmacott, an Inquiry was held as to the property of 
Elizabeth, daughter of John de Wyncote, who died loth 
August, 1349. It is declared tliat the mother dit:d on 
loiii June, and the dauj^IUer two months later, whilst 
the great part of the land is in the hand of the owner 
" by the death of the tenants in this present pesti- 
lence.*** 

On the est^'te of one who died in December, f^^o. it is 
certified tha< there used to be nine villains, each farming 
fialf a vireate of land, for which tliev paid ei^ht shillings a 
year. Five of these liad died, and their land sinre had been 
lying idle and u!!cultiv'ated. On another portion of the 
same two out of fotir tenants, who had six acres of land 
each, have been carried oli . 

On the manor of Whitchurch, owned bv Margaret de la 
IJeche, wlio died in the October of the plague year, 1349, 
it is noted that there are lio court fees, as all the tenements 
arc in hand. And in ^T;<y^ 135I1 of another Oxfordshire 
estalci it is said that eight claimants out of eighteen were 
dead, and no one was [orlhconiing to lak<^ the land : whilst 
on the same, out of six native tenants, who had each paid 
14 shillings, three are gone, and their land has since re- 
mainc^d untillcd.t 

One or two examples may be given of the difficulties 
subsetiuently experienced by the religious houses. The 
year after the plague had passed the Cistercian abbey of 
Bruerne was forced to seek tiie King's protection against 
the royal provisors and the quartering of royal servants 
upon them 'I'his Edward granted, ** because it was in such 
a bad state, that otherv/ise in a short time there would 
follow the total destructi<;n ol the said abbey, and the dis- 
persal of the monks.*' J liven this protection, however. 
did not entirely mend m,'«tters, for three years later, ** to 

* t^chcator's Inq. p. m., Srrits I, file 240. 
t Ksi-l^ral'jr'^ l»io. p. im., Srri-rs i, fi'.C J03. 
I WiX, I'dt.. Is, Kl. n:.,j..irj I a, m. 16. 
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avoid total ruin." the custody of ihe abbey was handed over 
to ihree conjrnjssioners."'^ 

Si. Kiiileswide's, Oxford, was in much the same casf. 
l!i iMav, 1349, as we may suppose from the death of tht^ 
siipi.Tior durinii^ the time of the epid<»mic at Oxford, thir 
plai^iie h««d visited ihe monastery, and had, in ail pro- 
habilitv. carriitd oil many of its iinnates. The deaths of 
rnaiiv of its tenants, moreover, must liavc orraveiv alfecieil 
its linaiicial condition, an<i Hiree years Ia*.er it was found 
nc(l'^sary to put the temporalities in the hands of a com- 
iiiissiun. *' Hy want of j^ood government," it is said, ** and 
ti^rouj^h casual misfortunes, coming upon the said prior)-, 
Ifoth because of the di*bts \*y whirl, it is mucli em!)a:TassiVi. 
aiul for other causes," it is reduced to such a state that it 
might easily lead to the dispersal of the canons and the 
Uital destruction of ihe house. t 

i)( the tenants of on** manor belonging to a religious 
housv: in the coui»ty of Oxford, it is said ** that in the time 
of the mortality of men or the p<!Stilence, which wiis inthr 
yea*- JjJi;, there hardly remained two tenants on the said 
manor. These would have left had not brother Nicholas 
d(. LiptcMi, llien abbot, made new agreements with these* 
and othtjr incoming tenants."J 

To take but two instances more in other parts of Eng 
land. 

The year after the plague was over, in 1351, the 
abbey of Barlings had to plead poverty and to beg 
for the remission of a tax. !t is true, t^ey urge the build- 
ing of their new church, but likewise declare that they 
have been ** impoverished by many other causes " An 
higziisitio post :nortcm gives the same picture. Two 
carucatos of land, for example, brought in only forty 
sliillings, on .account of the pestilence and general poverty 
and deaths of the tenants. *'* P'or a sim.lar reason," a mil!, 

* Ihid,. )S Ld. HI., m. 10. 

5 Qj..ter. \nSa%HTiay Ra'itv, Jan. kb» \^Wi/^'W«1\^t^'* y 
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which used to produce /.2 in rent, now yields nothing; 
and so on throu^lioiit ev^rv par^iciilnr of tl'c l.'ir!Te estate. 

In this part of the country, loo, the Kiiig's officer ex- 
perienced tlie greatest dinTu-'ihies in getlini; his dues, and 
the tVeheator pleads, in miMi^ation of a small return, that 
«»urin<; the whc^lc of 1350 ItmiMnents liavc been standing 
< inpty, iM Gayton, ncor '.' o\\;\':'{tr, in W't-eJon, ip. WVyton, 
ii:\(\ HI Morton, ten niiles Iron I^r.'.ekles , a> Jcnants cannot 
be foun'.l * by leasoi'. Oi" tin, iiiorlahly." lie h:rtlu.r excuses 
hiipself for not hwini: on t!v hinds and i^c^ods of the 
peoj^Ie " on account of t!v.: pi'.stilt-nre."* 

* n. ()., I. T. ';\. :.:ii. o.mjk'.i v. .11. 2^, i-m. ni. 
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CHAPTER X. 

SOME CONSEQUENCES OF THE GREAT MORTALITY. 

It will be evident to all wKo have followed the summary of 
the history of the epidemic of 1349, given in the preced- 
ing^ chapters, that throughout England the mortality must, 
have been very great. Those who, having examined the 
/ record? themselves, have the best rij^ht to form an oj>inii)i:, 

are practically unanimous in considering that the discT.sf: 
swi^rpt away fully one-half of the entire population of Eng- 
land and Wales. 

r«ut whilst it is easy enough to state in general terms the 
proportion of t!ie entire population v»hich probably perished 
in tiu; (*.piilemic, any attempt to givi* even a[>proximate 
nunbcrs is attended with the grcntec^t difficulty and can 
hardly he satisfactory. At present we do not possess 
data sufficient to enable us to form the basis of any 
calciJrJlon worthy of the name. From the Subsidy Roll of 
1377 — or some 27 years after the !»reat mortality — it has 
been estimated that the population at the close of the reign 
of Edward III. was about 2,350,000 in England and Wales. 
The intervening years were riiarkcdby several more or less 
sev»:re outbreaks of Eastern plague; atid one year, 1361, 
wotild have been accounted most calamitous had not tht 
memory of (he fatal year 1349 somewhat overshadowed 
it. At the same time the French war continued to tax the 
strength of the country and levy i^s tithe upon the lives of 
Englishmen. It may consequently be believed that the 
losses during the thirty years which followed the plague of 
1349 would be sufJicient to prevent any actual increase of 
the population, and that somewhere about two and a. Iv^V^ 
millions of p»:ople were \e\t \tv IW co\x\\Vc>j «5Clv:.x >^^ 
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cpidernic had ccasccl. If this be so, it is probable tliat 
previously to thr iror:aIity the entire population of the 
ionntvy co.isistcd of Lorn iour to five millions, half of 
whom perished in tn«.' fat;.! yerr.* 

(.^;i t!ie other iiai-d. v.IkIsI appareritlv allowinif that about 
oiu'-hali of tilt 'jt^p'iU-ti'^r porislied, so em!i!ent an authority 
a^- i!ic !.it(* PriMV^-or T:!f»roId Rcg.trs lield that the popvla- 
Uon c-i E;ii?ianc ;p is^y iouUl h?.rd!y have been greater 
tlian tvvo-aiid-?-li;.ii" r.M'iions, ai)d ** probably was not more 
»I an two r.'»ilIIoiis.*'-' Tiic most recent authoritv. Dr. 
Crinnin[:hain, thirks thai " thii results {i.e., of an inquiry 
i:ito I'k: ij»!*nl;»'r of i!ic K':':)Mi:.ii.>n) v.liich are of a 5;omev.hai. 
:.<!'-aL»vi* 1- iiarav-or, ni.'iv ht* ititcd as f'»llo\vs: (i.), 'hat the 
7i.»..Mir.{.ion wrs iJiouy nvarlv stalionaryat over two millions 
iK'iri 1377 to Ti.' 'V.'Iors; (i:.), th:it circuniMances did not ^ 
!.:.vo'j»* r.ipid i;K:rast: '»! populati'*!! I^t*tv.ce^i 135'-* ^^^ 
i'^7'j ; -iii.;. tijat llvj CM.nirr v/as iK^t iip:ai:able of s'lstn-r.- 
i z-a niMv'.Ii .'pr-..:'.- pov'':::'*..''-:) iji tiie carii-:r part of Iv'wani 
ili.'.s rv ii^p. Iiiirt It coi''*^ inaintcih in thf: lime of Kepry 
\'i.'*t Ti^iis :}'e cstiniat : Trst Hven, of ti}c poLiuiatioi; 
prcviv.'us to iht -i'-ivk Dt^th, inny l»c lak-r. as s^bstantiailv 
thr. i-Jinc as th:i1- adootc^'j- j)r. C'nnnincrlrtin. Mr. Thvo'J 
«'^.«.M,;'-:rs. on ih«j L-i-icr :u^:.J, •.;i*.riL-Jt cntci^ni; inio the 
^jucstion of ti!'"iires, \':cvvs the orobicrn altoe'/thor lro?n the 
siaridooir.t; of i]:c iimd, the culti-wLlrd poition of ^^hich he 
<oi:siders incapablvj of su;)|'Ort!ni.^ a. larger population tha.n * 
he names. 

In tilt* country r.t lar^^c ihc most striking and. immediate 
cffrct of ihi- n\orl?A\yy v,as Lo bring about nothi:\::; Ic^^r. , 
lh<ii! a co'*:i>h'tc scci.il :o\'t>h!tion. Every wliere, although » 
llir. v.«d!-to-do people wrrr. uoi exempt from the contagion, \ 
i: w.is the; poor who wer(^ the chief safTrrers. " It is well 

*" r/, T. Am}c»i, }\f>ii:uitun of yJv^'/.i/'? C'.tici, Urn/', Ed, UI. (Anhtfoh^/a, 

'c!. \v, p.). r.2.|-C,ll). 

t r:::r!dnlbf/ji'e and a per :h' I'LicU D, .*:■'. {Foiin^chih' HtvieK', Vol. vmI, \k 
•01 . 
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known/' wrote the late Professor Thorold Rogers, " that 

the Plack Death, in England at least, spared the rich and 

took the poor. And no wonder. Living as the peasantry 

did in close, unclean huts, with no rooms above ground, 

without windows, artificial light, soap, linen ; Ignorant of 

certain vegetables, constrained to live half the ytar on 

salt meat ; scurvy, leprosy, and other diseases, which are 

rn^ei^dercd by hard living^nd the neglect of every saniiary 

, ])iecanticn, were endemic among the population.* 

f The obvious and undoubted effect of the great mortality 

/ among the working classes was to put a premium upon the 



f services of those that survived. From all parts of England 

''comes the same cry for workers to gather in the harvests, 

lo till th^^ ground, and to guard the cattle. Tui y.^ars the 

same demands are re-edioed until the landowner? learnt 

/ from ey.pt:rience that the old methods of cultivation, and 

tiie old tenures of land, had been rendered imporsible by 

the great scourge that had swept 'over the land 

^^^ It was a hard time for the landowners, whc up to this 

liad had it, roughly speaking, all their own away. '• With 

. rents falling to half their value, rvith thousands of acres of 

land lying untiiled and valueless, with cottages, mills and 

liouses without tenants, and orchards, gardens, and l^elds 

waste and desolate, there came a corresponding rise in the 

prices ol commodities^ Everything that th<: landowner 

had to buy rose at once, as Professor Thorold Rogers 

pointed out, ** 50, 100, and even 200 pj^r cent." Iron, «a!t 

.and clothing doubled in vahie, and tlsh — and in particular 

herrings, which formed so considerable a part of the food 

of that generation —became dear beyond the reach of the 

multitude. " At that time," writes William Dene, the *;on- 

* Fortnightly Revuw, viii, p. 192. Tliis is, of course, tmc, but without 
qu&ilticsilion might give the reader a false impression ns to the coiidilton uf the 
English iirasant in the t«.i<ldlc .igrs. Most cf what Mr. ThorulJ Ro^rt-s sa>i» U 
applicab!e to «U ch-.sscs of society. Dr. Cuiiiihi^tiam (Grouth of HnQltsh 
IndviUy tiKit Ci'WWfrfr, p. a75) takes u livw ^xcvi*. ^* *• Vl\\t. v^ w\w^ >!N>-vv>- T^<^•^ . ^^| 
and ihcugh lAdiy 'housed the ofOiwat^ ^iWa%oc N«a"iVsejLicx Vc^-axw^xxcciWiivvr 
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temporary nionk of Rochester, *' there was such a dearth 
and want of fish that {^cople w(Te obliged to eat meat on 
the Wednesdays, and a command was issued that four 
herrings sho'.dd be sold for a penny. But in Lent th.«:r<' 
wys sLill stich a want of fish that many, who had been wont 
to live well, had to content themselves with bread and 
potage."^ 



Then that wliifh iiad been specially the scourge of the 
j;<jople at hui^/i be;:;an }o be looked uj^on as likely to prove 
a hlcssi^ig in disguise. I'lie landowner's need was recog- 
nised as llic iaVi«)up rs' uj^porlunity, upon which tliey vver(r 
not slow to seize. Wages everywhere rose to double the' 
j.jrevious r.ite :xn\\ more. >^\n \ain did tise King" roid Counci: 
strive to [>revent '.liis bv Ug'slat,i(>n, forbiddincj either tb-* 
laboi;»*er to demand, or »iie m;<ster to pay, more tlian the 
!>i'evioii:; \\::i'r U-i \\ (.»":< dt.»nr^ {'"roTii th*.; first ihe Act was 
inoperative, and t!i<^ consl.uiL rttjx^tition of the royal con»- 
>V.niid"^, addressed to :di !)nrls of l!ie co:intrv, a.s well as ih^ 
hecjueni eoin|)';»iF^tL' i-i 'u n-com:»!ia'u e willi *.Iv »"< gul'ttions. 
.'ire evicK.r.ce, ::v.;n if '.k-u-- cil.'er '/cisvtd, of tlse futilitv «;i' 
tile lei'ish:t:«>;i. \ h]\ri\ wlun 0\>: Ixir.i.-, taking in'o con- 
siiler::tion " tha:. many towns; it'ul iiarnleis, lio^li thr«-.u<'-i the 
peslil'-nce and oiU'H c PJJ^•.'^■■i, an* 3(j impo\ 'irished, and that 
many t>'liers are :i!)soli!.:'ly '.le^e-lnle.'' ^i riiitetl, if oiliv tiie 
monev were |'«'-'d '.'UV'. \v !•' ••e montl'.s, uiat the linc^ 'ovied 
un srr\ MMls r-nd oHkv: •<>: d< p^.an'linL'^ excessive \\;ii'e-. and 
on master:- l')r j'jv;:/i' l'ie:f:, /nii-ht be ;il!owed to t'O in 
relief of the tax of a •en'h an«l lal-'enli: due to hi!n,t the 
justii:cs ;»ppointed lo •/I'taiii the :»:or.(!v plead that tlicy 
" cannot 'in«l liav(» ncit. '31 en .''liii lo i<'vv anv of the^•^ 
T)e:i.i!l!e.i.''' t. '/J In- 1 niih seei'^s ••;• !■•• ri-at rnasters i»-on<;rallv 
ple.ided the excessive vMl'^e•^ *.!•.•:• v- . r** cailed U{ion lo pav, 
as an excuse for not Iindln^ ui'-'iva to racet the royal 
demands, and it was for tins vi.\i-\>n iV.llier than out of 

* ». Mu>. r-.u. :.i > • • 1;. •.. :,,:. .;., .. 
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considerat'on for the pockets of the better classes thai 
lidwarcj issued his proclamations to restrain the rise of 
waj^es. , But he was quickly forced to undtTstaiid *' ihit 
woi-kmen, servants, and ijibourers publicly disre^5arded his 
ordipiances'' as to waj^es and payments, and demanded, in 
<plie of them, prices for their services as great as during the 
p<-tili:ncc and after it, and even hi^dlcr. ^ For disob'/dience 
io l!.«: loya! onltrs regu'atini^ uacjt-sithe King eha.^^iid lii.s 
ju'-!jT;*s to imprison ail whom tluy might find gu»lty. 
Even this coercion was found to be no real remedy, but 
. / rather a means of aggravating the evil, since distiicts 
where his policy was carried out were quickly found to be 
plunged in greater poverty by the imprisonment of tlicise 
v/h«^ oould work, and of tliose w!io dared to pay the market 
price for labour.* j 

Knighton thus describes the situation :— ^* The King sent 
into each county of the kingdom oiders that harvesters 
:!nn other workmen sliould not obtain more than thev were 
wc;nt to have, under p»-nalties laid ilown in the statute made 
lor the pur{)ose. But labourers v.ere so elated and con- 
tentious that they did not pay attention to the couMuanfl of 
the King ; and if anyone v/anted to hire them he war* forci-d 
to pay them what was «isked, and so he had his .-hoice 
eltlitrr to lose his harvest and crops, or give in vo the pro'u! 
and cijvetotis desire of the workmen. When this becam'^ 
known to t!}e Ki;ij>, he Irvied heavv tines upon tivj abl^ots. 
pii<.rs, and the higher and lesser lords, as well as upon the 
gfeater and smaller landowners in the country, because 
they had not obeyed his orders, and had given higlier 
wag<,-; to their labouiers ;. from some he exacted lOOs., from 
some 40s., and from somo 20s., and indeed from eacii as 
much as he could be made to pay. And ho took from every 
caiutale throughout the whole kingdom 20s. bei^ides a 
fifteenth. 

" Theii the King arrested very many labourers and put 
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Llionrs iVx jjriM)!! ; and many fled and hid themselves in 

fore>ls and wooils ^or llic lime, rir^d Uiose who were cr.Uiyi'-t 

•J 

'.vent /invd more .^ r\ 'jv<:\v i^tiii. And tlic -'reLttrr n'jniVicr were 
swoiii not to take Iiic^ljcr u:\\\\' w:ii;-(^s l]»a!i wa> <..ust.omarv. 
and were so lil)t:rc»lcd iron^. prison. In like manner he^__ 
aetc^ tow.'rds tin .irliliccrs in towns and cities. ''"^ 

I'o tills a('couni of ijic labon,- diiTicuIties which followed 
Oil the rijori.c'i-if V niav !>'.• i:d«l<^d liic relation of the Rocliester 
('o:nr;rii»or:trv, 'v\';i!iiir» i)«:^:i\ 'So tTcal was the want of 
idliourers and wor^iiK n »;f cvcrv art and craft,*' in those 
days, he wriles, "that a liiird part .md rnort: ot tiie I.'tnd ^ 
throtiLdioi'.t thv^ entire n:!iurdc)!ri nMnainrd uncultivated. 
' J.'Mv Hit rrs and skilled workin -Ji JH^canie so rebellious that 
nc it :itr 'i"^ Ki:i:Y, nor ll.c law p.or tlie iiii-tices, the 
;;iiaMlia:is of \l\c law, w.:!\ :-h:r to ruiri.sh tiiePi.'t-^ Many 
Instances are to hv. fo'Uid in llie pi'.blic docume'.'its at the 
pcriofi of combi;'alior.:- of workman for the pur{>o>e of 
recurlo'' higher Wc'lts, and of tiieir rei'iisal to work at the 
o!J r'-ue of pavincnt cuslo-n iry i^etore the great fnortalily 
•:ai\ riade tlie sriv:- es ol t!v.- sur\'ivois r.icr-;:* valuable. 
J Ir.f, in t-lie Ia?»;.;raL'.e *- 'ii-.' st'itvitc. i > called ** tlie malice 
of iNervanls in iiii'^Sandi v.' -.- ^^-i ^hc same wav tenants who . 
lr»d SLrvivf-d tk.e ' ihiialior reni^ed to jjay the old rents and • 
lii-'catr^rd to leav.' r!n Ir 'iol'/.it^gs ••.ilcss substantial rrduc- 
ti'or.5 vvv-!-. r.'-ad? ov '':•.'!■ i.'•.•^i!'J;■^Ls:' '• hi:s, in an ini^'/^ir.ce 
;/in':i']v :''\e.'i. tly.- Ir-rdovViu'r rt-iditcd a tl^ird part of the 
rent of hi-^ tcnai.;.", " \>rc:\'^^^ :Jv:V v(>«dd h.ive ;:jone 0*^1 and 
left 'h^'ir lui.'dinr;-. I'^.iv 'tijes-: iliov !:ad obtained this' 
re'lr.iiion. ^ — 

A:> a cirV'.'jiiei ce ; s C)-i i'r:*:'t r.-iortaiitv anu. n*^ s.n.:H 
te."ia:it wir'^.^^s :'P<i l'>* ' .'7«';':. 'i^i^ ri.iss<*s ;^^!»'/ra'!\ . and 
f;»rcfd Iw i!h* f^tilLve i.i i.\ « .i:;*.'^''! to practic::dlv ;^-pc \.irh 
li e '• sl'ike ' ^'^^tiis-.-vi [••'' {'.♦* Shivixo^s, ?l:c landov.ners 
otiicklv d'-soaired of caTs incf on the traditional system of 

+ Iv >ius. C •:. M- , V -u^'^ ?.. V . .0*^ . -N-SV, 
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t <*ii]iivai!on with their own stock under baihffs. Professor 

;-. '! horold Rogers has pointed out tnat!" very speedily after 

tiie ijKiiru^, t!i!<^ sysfeni of fanniiiir Iw bailiii w.-n; 'lii^con- 

tiriurd. anil that of f.'«rmi:ig on le-isc ac'opled." ^ 'Ihtt 

difncuity experienced by the tenant o\ findir^» capital ti^ 

work the farms at flrs'l led to the 'nslitution of the -^t.^rk 

and seed h-ase, which, after laFtin«j till about the ch>se ol 

t'le louiteentli c<*ntnry, ,\»ave p^aire lo th(* ordinary land 

litas'/, v.iih. of cou.-c. r» certain liKitM of tenure, w!::rh nl 

this (lay \ve do n-^t a-ssc^.'.iale w'tli tha:. form ol lea>e.(Sx^rne 

landowners tried, vxith more or less si.cc.tas.lo continue lite 

u!d .Vv'sli n) ; but tliese i';nned the (jxceptlon.^ and by Mu- 

^— ' bsi^^innin^ of i!u \\v\\. century the whole tenure ol land 

/■ \\.\i\ \,vr\\ cliai.^'crl in Ivurl.t u' by ti.e iir<tX n*ortali*.v v/x 

1340, and :»)• the operntion of ilvv* ** ii.'i<!es iniions.' v/hici^ 

rpr'.in^ r.p at one: an^onj^ t**c survivoi %, and wliicli rire 

dcifii^iialed, in (Ik- statute af^^»»•.i;t iheni, .ih ''alliances, 

co\int:s, con;4ri**>^;-tioii>, chapti iS. ordinances and oaths." 

>. . * 'J I".* people all al once h ..rrt '.iieir Tiow^r 'inn 'i-'carar 

:n.'i;.;c:> <,| ih- *ilf iiallon, aird allii-.';:;»li f<.»r »!i: n-rl tiiirlv 

^ yr;»t -. tlie lords. and landowr.t^r^ fought. afjaio^' the cornpJel:* 

\ . ovcrthriiW o? the niediieviil syrtf-m of .-.eihlon:, f»*oin ihc yt-r.r 

'•f the oreat ir.ortaliiv its fall was inevitable, and or.ictic:.! 

fin incioatioti wa.. fnitil'v won Svti" nop'.ilir risinr of i ;Si. * 

Iv/f-n t«» l!ie I.'ist, how* mt \\\*^ \:\w\*:\\\\\\\\i i:hi;> a;»»J!'ar t » 

••avL* remiL^i.u d in tlir .itirk as te tin rc'/i is^u-.v-; ;il slau* . 

• iiey il.iiiricd the old labt.uir ients, by wir.ch their niano'* 

I'lnds had Keen worked, as x*. «:b as the i:U)ney payments for 

^Viiiiii ilu-y ]\iii\ o.rt n commuird, and they desired that t!i. 

'Id tier. 1. 1 thf: t#rnant in villainag** :o the soil of iiis !or ! 

-honld l>c ;nainL4'ned. '.Oven l.^•»r!•a:nen^ w.j< ; i)p.'.r«';r.!v 

;.:i :c\"it as ro llic d:iii;4':r whi<:h thi'. I'ci: -I ».he csta!)Iiwi-.i d 

/ "^ systi:*.n. li Is impcssiblt?, however, to r«Md the serniuni ol 

:he pcri'jd without st.eing how entirely the clcr«;y were v\:th 

t!!t.- people i.T their determination to secure full and entiut 

libc-ry for themseUes and tlici/ i>osterity, and it is probably 

t> iha ir oon-iitT^aJiC! and a<ivlee O.. ^ O.w y^^^'*^'-^^'^ ^^ -^^^ 



.-.- .. VU...-i;».-*--w-:, ^...r .ik*.^ •• ^y *.*4r ^^ ...^^...w -i- ' * -—-■» , * Al ^ 
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\ 

Act passed in llie first year of Ricliard II. refers when il 

says: ** Villains withdraw tl^eir servicos and cnstoir.s from 

liicir lords, by tin* •vjmforl h:m\ pioir,.!r«*»!v.;iit oi ol'vjrs, iht. i' 

cunni:clIors, maintaini.Te, and abcUors, which h.i\r taker. 

hirf* and profit ot th^ said v'lla'ns and land tenants, bv 

colour of certain rxcnij lifications made out of I.)opu\s«!;»y. 

r.nd alfirni that ihi-y are 'lischa-iHrd and wll* sulfrr :m> 

d!str«»i>s. H«Lreni»oii tlicv ijatlu.T tlicinscl'cs in i:{reat rtMA-. 

■■•.nd ariTuc l>v si:»;h .•• cc»'ltdt:ra<*v »hat cvervone ^liall Tv^-lbi 

I'lc ir lords by forcj.'* 

Ovi^' result o\ thL* change ol land tenure* should h-- 

noticed. Prevl'^iisiv to tlu* great piai^ue of 1349 the la:ul ' 

'vn.^: di^ i'lt'd u|> into .>:nal! teau'.cies. An instance tr.lv**" 

l^v ] V •■'.'■•i o! ltn/««:r. 1)1 ;» t>ar:s'!. >v:ier(? o -"r".* li^-'Ti Ivid ;i 

iT:"'.*.:!'- «.'r a Iv': i' a^nivjp; ,>l jM>d. *s a Ivniici; e\.i!>M?i. o* 

I'-.oii.vUuIs of in.mnus nW o\'*r the cf^uiitrv. k slunx?, hr 

:,iv.-. ' in»\\ ;j:( iu,rallv lh«- land was liistribnird." :\nd Lfmt 

til-.' .^^il;lli f'lrms a-v- p^^tions pf l.uid. sc remarkab!*-* in 

••'n'.;:ci ::t. tin i^:* s'TiI Jr-y, '''-l j»rev-iil in I'.n;^la:ic! ilvt* 

'^'.ridic/: ^ 'Mrs a:''o. /\ :'y",\'. \,< r!i'>p. i)f thi^ la-ul, Ij-»'a ^-v.-r. 

a!t.!iv>ii"l' !irid bv (lisl'.T^ct teiianis, lav in cor'inion, and it V< 

a very i;envral co?n,«l.ii'i*, at [W.> perunl tiat. as the fiei<'s 

\vrr(^ irv.iividt il. t!-* y »;^uli! n-^l be usee; exci'pt b'- tlv.* 

ii'i'ltiiM''?' r>r ^'.'r>ants. \vMc^\ hiA been carried orf by ih'- 

"■r«-..L :^iel.•:v;^s. '! u ■rndtT MvM^ prr-iiriib'*:. imo':^ tb»» 

'.•v)-::lili;):! ol ll^iii/^ < v>••i^•M]:!«•'■l ::;>': . *!.•. :'vw syisteu*. o' 

•'inii':><;, il'.rS'- ti- le's r»f « oiinii v 1^ id to be d:vid«:ii uj> by the 

•)lr.nl:il:o.\ cf h'.v'.i'es, which *''»r:n :.ow so (ilslinijuisliin;:: a 

mark oi tlh* IC:\L:ii -h 1. =:'.«; m;!}.'*: :'S e(.mpared with thrt ol a 

in\\ 'rn C'.uptrv. / 
. '» 

'; lir T)v»,Mi!.\'cion a^sv> l\'.vi.v:. bv lli? o'jera*.if 'i L-f the C^^ :it 
luo: ..■:I'U' l>je:>p:'' r^lrv'.tib. •:• k:>^.'-.' :i irom t'.'^- soil, before tht- 
final cxiinciioii of M-rliiw::!. '''vir libtralion resuit^'d not, us 
i!\ olher co'iiit rit.:.. in tiie c•sl.'lM!^■•.p.tv^t t»f a ".irnr^; cla.^s of 
i^e.isaui nro;;ri*:t'Ms, bul iu tl:.''t fA a su)jll Uodv of lari^e 
hm'iu'.V''' jr.^. 






202 IHK GREAT PESTILENCE. 

in the modern sense, whereby a 'Mandowner" is an 
"owner" of land in a way which, in those days of custoni 
and piTpoluity of tenure, would not have been even under- 
5^tood. The change then effected rendered possible tlie 
. . ^ character of the land settlement that now prevails. 

'\.'' t^o terrible a mortality cannot but have had its effect 
-^^^and left its traces upon the education, arts, and archit^^c- 
ture of the country. In tlie first, besides the temporary 
inteifrrence with the education at tVe Universities, ** this 
p» slilenct: forms," write the authors of the History of 
Slin iv^ntry, "a remarkable en in the history of our 
y langii;»<;«!. lUfore tl;ai tiiSK', ever since the Conquert, 
the nebilily and gentry of this country altected to con- 
versi* in I'V'mrh : cinldicn even construed their Iess:jns 
al :;ch()ol into that lanjjuoge. So, at least, Hidden 
lirlis us in his J^oiychrouicon. Hut from the tiir.e of 
' the lirsi Moreyn,' as Tnvisa, his translator, terms !l, this 
* nir^niior ■ was * som del yvhaunj^idr.* A schnol-mastcr. 
named Cornwall, v,as the (irst that introduced l^'iij^llsh 
Into till* instruction of his pu]>il*i, and this tx;inpK. was 
.-.-• eaiye't'ly followed tiiat liy the y.'ar 13S5, wh.en Tnrvisa 
\»Tcle, it bad become nearl)' j^-^nerai. The clergy in all 
( IiriMian cc\:ntries are tiic chief '»(T>ons bv wliom trie 
eriur::Lion 01 youth is conducted, and it is probable that thr 
flreaiitul scoarire ol whic!i we have be*.:n treatinj;', bv carrv. 
\iVji^ otl many of those ancient instructors, enabled XTr. 
C^riv.Vc'tli to noik a chcntje in th.e n^u'.l*- of teaching, which 
h\M i)'* lh*Tt even: he would never hr-ive !.cen abb: to etTe< t, 
'. and which has o^^eratcd so miglity a revolution in our 

^ ! nc^tion^l literature.*' 

With r« pa«d to arr.hfte .tere, ♦••aces of the ellect^i ol t!)" 
/ i'le.a ])!ai:ue aa: to bo se»Mi ii* n^i-w pla<:es. In some oay^^s 
:'rr,'«l :idtbtious to CAistMu* hu'kli'jj^s. wIislIi had unly be n 
oatia'ly t-xecuted, were \}VX a sto^; .0 and nevirf ."Mfip'eted. 
\\\ other's thev weie finished oniv afiei a char.;{e had been 
made in the stvle in vojj'ie when the great mortahty .swept 
over the c«iuntrv. Dr. C^ox, in his IVoU's on (Ac Ciuuci\c^ cV 



soMfi: coNSi':oi;Kxcn::i of ihk crzai' MORiAi.irv. >a 

Derbvshi) I , has iLiriKkdl iinoi: lhi>?. •'The awful sli.ick." \ 
he .>ayb. '* lijus <pvon to li-.o nation »inu to J*j.ro{>r iir i^p^;* 
bv tin* !"*Ir.r'!< Dcalh d.-k-.-iIv /'.'<! h}r a tipM* v-ve-v nr; ar/i 

* A. ^ 9 

industry. Tlie »•'( i«-i;i;f •;[ rhiircii :ircl;i!.4.vt:ii.?. 1':'_h t^--::\ 

at its liei'jiii:. \\:is .^<Mr.o ^'f.irs lecovcrini: iVor^ -.:»«■ h!«.;\. 

' In some cast:s. as w.ll^ tj^o ^rainl ch-iroh of S*. Xir:»oi'.v 

Yarmouth, \vht*re a stJjrnc'id ;)air of wesiorn tr»'.ver-. A-irr*. 

bein^^ iMfM'tt'cl.tlH* \. orlc \v<«s sU»j»i><cl a:iii i:evri reMi.i!«N}. ... 

1 !ie rrcollcition of lliis j.;r(ai. nI.«:^uo oi;<:n :i!:Ip-' to f^wW.Si \ 

tiie I)rcMk liial. tly* v.iret'j- ev: noL unlu (jtifnt^v nolf.< '\\ 

ch'ar^li luiiiih'n^.- ol !1k'. i^lh (ciitiir)', and atTounts lor 

tlie !oni; j)vriod over which th«* work.s extended. V/t 

bclit:vc tliis to br Hk- .'--.crrt iM !i:e Iu;»^ stretch of vcar? 

that elapsed bclc're liie lu.-bh^ cirjrch of Tidisuell was coin- 

r»i^^U'd 'M that j.'-juury : :uk1 it also a'lorf.ls a cIli! to p:iic:i 

olh'.T werk inlc irr.:»u-'J, or '■.nddenly 'indcnakitn. In several 

(^tiwr I'abr'u s nf I he i-rnnli y."^' To ti)is may be added iho 

^acl liial i!;e h*^.to^*y r.f s-.a!n<rd-:j^las.s mMniiinrture shows 

ihe .>am« )>real; willi ih.e j»;!st al this |>«iinil. .\'f,t op'y jii.>t 

at this »im''^ fioc^ iliero ai-pear a L'_ap '^^ t!i«.* conl»*nncy ot 

!n.".nir.h.Jr.^(% bMt ih.e U^A v \a!r.p!es after t!ic great ^h-.U'- 

Ie!K\ nr-.nif<'st r^ ch.wiie in i!k'. sL/Ie wl^.ieii lia'd pr**v;oi!sIv 

(*\ist'*(!. 

In i ti:nai.inj" th". mortriillv <-mo?i<j tlie e'cri»v it h.'is 
been ahvac:>' noted lluv- wc h.;ve, in n an\ inst ine<*s, more/ 
certai.n dal:i lO work I'.poi: ^h:\\\ iv \h*. case, of the prpuiiv 
lionat !or<;r<». Ti\ •:!(:!' ceeaiS" the -.'.uinl^'^r of instll'jli<"»ns 
io i;( n»Hice'i diTi.T tli'- ijii:*.:*. has airei^dv been noticed, 
a.nd ii^ Ihos*- ea^es when; tiie aeln.".] liL;iire cannot b-' 
a^'er'i;d:»"'I uo^n ol;* umeiL-iry e\:dv*iict\ h.^il t':»: lo!;d 
nn-nl)'. r (a b'. :yf'.:'s n.is, 'a a'-e'.sd.inee uii-i tie jx«:nor.:.- 
r' suit \v;\?*i'^ i. I h e\:<:e;":fO k-. :;\ai!ai>!e. b-je'T tai.tMi l'» 
ii-M ;seiU ill" !"\ ijv> rei^-I.-ied \\u :int: dnri-iL'' that vear. 
l-'join lliis it wo'jid ajrijea*" t'e.U in rounfl ii^'ires sntr,^. 
';»ooo ben diced ehrt^v \rM \irtini> to their d'Jit\ A-? 
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already pointed out this number in reality represents only 
a portion of the clerical body; and in any estimate of the 
whole allowance must be made for chaplains, chantry 
priests, religious, and others. 

It is, of course, possible to come to any conclusion as to 
the proportion of the beneficed to the unbeneficed clerg)' 
only by very round numbers. Turning to the Winchester 
registers, for example, we find that the average number 
of priests ordained in the three years pre\wous to 1349 was 
III.* The average liumbcr of institutions to benolices 
annually during the same period was only twenty-one, so 
that these figures taken by tliemselv(»s seem to show that 
the proportion of beneficed to unbeneficed clergy was 
about one to lour. On ihis basis, and assuming the deaths 
^ of beneficed clergy to have bei-n about 5.000, (the total 
death roll in the clerical order would bt! some 25,000. '\ 

This nuniber, alth(/<igh very large, can hardly be con- 
' sidennl as <;xcessive, wh«.'n it is reniemb<:iod that the 
peculiar nature of their priestly duties rendered them 
speciill)^ lirible to infection ; wliilst in the. case of the 
religious, t!»e mere fa<:t ^f their living togttther in com- 
munity in.'.dc the spread of the deadly contagion in their 
ranks a certainty. Tiie Divhops v;ere strang^'Iy spared ; 
althouidi il is certain that lliey did not sJirink from their 
dutv, but MccorJini'^ to positive cvidenre rcrmained at their 
postii. To their case are applicable the lines of the poet 
upon the like wonderful escape of the Bishop during the 
plague in the last century at Marseilles : — 

•* \Vhy drew Mar>cincs* goo'! Bii^hop purer ^rt.TtM 
When nature sickened, anil each jjalc w:i$ tlr;itl» ? '*t 

* Of course, several of these would be ordained for other dioceses, but in the 
same wjy >Vinc):csler pri<rsts would be ordained by letters dimi>sory eKe where, 
so that takui)^ the whole of Kncland wc may n<isuine .1 practical rnu.iUs.it ton. 
}r the duKrie ot L^iidon, as a1re:uly stated (p. 175 anU)^ tiie priiportion of non- 
beneficed to baicficrd clcr^ry (x-dained during 13 years, from \^U\ to i.{74, 
uas nt.irly mx to one. 

^ I'oi'C, lli\Ay Cfi AfuKt lines 107-8. 
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On the supposition that iive-and-twenty thous«iiid of 
ihe clerical body fell victims to the epidemic, and esti- ' 
mating that of the entire popiihtion of ilic country one 
in every hundred belonged to the clergy, and further that 
the death rate was about equal in both estates, the total 
mortality in the country would be some 2,500.000. This 
total is curiously the same as that estimated from thr 
basis of popui.t.tion returns made at the close of the 
memorable reign of Edward III., evidencing, namely, a 
total population, before tl'«e outbreak of the epidemic, of 
<ome five millions.^' — 

It remains now to briefly j)oint out some of the undoubted 
< fleets, wliich followed from this great disaster, upon the 
Churcli. It is obv'ous that the sutlden removal of so large 
a proportion of the clerical body must have caused a breach 
in the continuity of the best traditions of ecclesiastical 
csage and tCcuhing. Absolute necessity, moreover,f com- 
])i/!!i!d the r»islu>ps to in.^titule young and inexperienced, if 
p.oi. entirely uneduc;d(r.I clerics, to the vacant livings, and 
I his cannot but have hatl its clTcct upon succeeding gene- 
rations. Ml'he Archbisi>op of York sought and obtained 
perinibslcjii from tlie Popt* to ordain at any tinit!, and to dis- 
;)'*nM' with the usual Inr.'jrvals bt.*twev:n t lie .sacred orders; — •'' 
]>iL.lj<jp Bnteman, of iVoi vvich. was allowed by Clement VI 
to '.lispci.se with sixty clerks, who were but twenty-one years 
o< agc\ '* though only shavelings," and to i'.IIowthem to hold 
rectories, as otherwise the divine ollices of the Church 
wo'jiil ce:»se alioirclhcr in manv places oi Iiis diocese. 

" At tliat tii.ie/' writes K'M'gh'.on, the sub contemporary ^ 
canon of r.eic'.:stor,f*' there v/as everywhere such a dearth 
of p- icsts that many i,hurch.os v»'«:re iefl without the divine 
oHlctts, m.'iss, maiins, vesper^, Gacramt:nts. and sacra- 
nientais. One could hardly get a chaplain to scivc r* 

'*' Ml. 'Diorold 'Jokers' siupjK";it,icn that the ]»0|>iil:uion in M4S wasoaly ?»i>out 
2,500,000 N>.«.ulc', OI! fh'. C.5 >;;nn: on li; i i):c iwo scxca wrre :i!m ut c\u.~l :ii 
nuir.l»i.r, Ici.! to ihv c'^;i«-1um' it i\\\* -jix iimji iii i*»\:iy i^ 'a.'.s .1 |.iic.:l ; a. 
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clmrcli for Ws^ than /^lo, or lo marks. And whereas betorft 
llx: pL-ili!':nce, wlicn there v.crt. plenty of prji-its, aryone 
could fi?t n cliaplain for 5 or even 4 marks, or for 2 marks 
an<! Iji^ bfi.ird,* :it ibi'i lime then: was hardly a soul who 
mu'jIc! acccjH a vitarii'ic for ^^20, or 20 marks. In ;i short 
tim-- ;ii"ii-r, howevtr, a Ury; number of those whose wives 
Iiad dii-ti in the pesliViicc camo up to receive orders. Of 
these n:a!iy were illiterate and mere iaics, oxcepl hi so 
[«■■ as ill'/ knew in a way how to rea<i, ahhough they 
(liti •.-.u vr.'J.island" what ihcy read.t ] 

l):;e irisla-iL'c ol th'- rapidity of promotion, su tliat bene- 
fits mijilil !ioI too loH'j remain unfilled, may bo given. In 
the dioeos-: 01 W'inciic-.ster the registers r-iord at th^s 
pt-rioti very numerous appointments of clerics, aot in sacred 
ord. rs, lo benefices. For example, in 124'J "O lewer than 
ig incumbents already appointed lo churches isi ihe city of 
Wim-liesL.T came up for ordination, and eight in Llie foHow- 
ing year. Uf these 27 every one too!: his vfsiionii orders 
ol sub-dearon, deacon, and priest at succes^iive ordin."tiuns 
without the normal interval between cftch step in the sacred 
„„„i.lry.J 

Two examples of the stra'ts to which the Bishops wcrn 
reduced for priests arc to be found in the registers of the 

• Aiiiydt (Arelitntinia, 11 p. 531) nottl ttiat nen solditfj ■(■iH.-.r !;■ l.'/.e 
been l>ct'-. [■:ii't tlian the clwgy. A foot toldier hail .I'l. b Jay, o. 1 martr a 
yc=r; B hcnir ifilitiTT lod. or ltd. B iIbt- Chaucer's KO"^ liaisoii, who wita 
Qiily '■ iLcii ol tioly tSuut;!>t mid wcilt," tiiight nol bcitmackaUe. 

t Ktl. Twi(s.lcn.ci.l. jd'jrj. 

J Mi. Bjigrni'd MS. cxiiacU Intra the Epi»<.oiK>l R'?isleri. Ii i« ii( int-tc: ■■, 
nule thiit in normal liinn VEtgr (ew were onliliii«4 nttrr their eppoinlmnil at 
jncuinbinU. Thus, to tnVt ilie ctturchei fn the ci*y o( WinchcMer, bnUIn tliU 
pniiKl nuJ U'*'! whai Kgsin Ihe mottaltlf amcnf; the dcrg* wni vtiv unat, 
I'lilr vjirc 8 ar 9 n^'ic «> wtlainid between 1349 vid ij6i, at the fullowinfi 
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diocrse of Rath and Weils. The one is the admission of a 
v.cvi to tiie first stLp to Orders, in the lifetime of his wife, 
she giving her consmt, r^nd promising to keep ciiaste, but 
not; as was nsnally required under such circumstances, 
being compelled to enter the cloister, *' because she was 
^•ged, and couKl without suspicion remain in the world/'* 
'i ii:! si.cond instance in the same rerister of a diflicultv 
cxp'.'i'ericed in liHing up vacancies ih the C'.se of a per- 
r.ji. sion i;iveii to Adam, ilie rector of Ilinlon bluet, to say 
i)!r>< on Sundays ^.nd fer.st d.ivs in the chaoel of WJIliam 
de SutU)!K i"\r.n .I'lhu'ii-'h lie liad before celebrated ^!ic 
x^iv-rnnil't"'. ol t:'-: -iias^ in liis clmrch ot ilip*(>:".t 

.Vnotlmr ctirior.s cn^e. wl^.ich \vc nia/ susi>ert real'v 
.:.imc- Ir'^iii tm. s:-'pe C:H.>i\. is n;.Ted at r.h orditi.'tion I«cid 
in Diceinl)cr, t ^^u, ai V\\ . tJf tivj -our then rec»^ivin:'* tho' 
pri( sthtuHi two wcK! monks, uid froT)! {.he oth.er two an 
Cii*.:i i)t obedience to thv^ l-Vishop anf.i hij successors was 
''niJCi-cd, t0L":liu:r witli a pioniis:: "th.^t I hey wouh! r*er\c 
i'uy }.).'irish church to v.'h»ch l!v:»y v\\\\^\\'^ he called.*'* 

Manv instances co'ild ne giver. ;)f l!ie ignorance cen- 
s(Hjucnt upon the ordinations being hurried on, '^^A upon 
laymen, ot'nerwise unfitted lor the sacred nrdssion, beinp^ toe 
isiistilv admitteil to the ^';lca^v cirrs. To tahe but two 
instances, frotn W'inches'er, wh'cli may scr\e to illus- 
trate this and at tl»c srvnu- tir'U- to sl'iow llu* zra! with 
v/iii.-. h the medixvrd Ci-hops endeavoured tc i;uard against 
the evil. On 24ih June, 13S5, ihe illustrious William f»f 
Wykeham, i^ishop of vVincliester, caused Sir Roger Dene, 
Rector ol tlie clinrci' ot St Michael, in Jewry Street, 
Winch'jster, to swc^ar u])on tlio Koly Gospeis tliPt he would 
learn within ivveive montlis the articles of faith, Mic rases 
reserved to the Bishop, the Ten Commandments, the 
seven works of mercy, the iJeven mortal sfns, the Sacra- 
mentL-^ of the Church, and t!ie form of admini^^f-ring and 

* 

* Hari. MS., Kn/t,, foK t.<5 (" l^- J-'-'- ».'•»'»?• 
J IJ. ?.!»»s. Cc!c :'^., 5 --4. -'. 2i-. 
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conferring them, and also the form of baptizing, etc., a? 
containttd in tl:e Constitutions of Arclibishop Pcckhani.'^ 
The same year, on July 2nd, thc^ Bishop exacted from Jolin 
Corbet, who on the 2nd of June previous had been in- 
stituted to the rectory of Bradley, in Hampshire, a similar 
obligation to learn the same, before the feast of St. Mich.ie! 
l!jen neyt ensuing. In the former r^ase Ro^er Dene had 
been rector of Ryston, ia Norfolk, and had been instituted 
to his living at Winchester by the Bishop of Norwich only 
on 2ist June, 1358, three days i)eforc Bishop William of 
vVyko'nani required him to enter into the obligation dettiiled 
above. t 

It has been already remarked that one obvious result ol 
the great mortality, so far as the Church is concerned, was 
the extraordinary decrease in the number of candidates for 
sacred orders. In the Winchester diocese, for example, 
the average number of priests ordained in each of the three 
\ears preceding 1349 w«^*> xii : whilst in the i<) subsccjutrnt 
years, up to 1365, v/hen l>i^hop Iidyndon died, the yearly 
average was baiely 20; and in the thirty-four years, 
from i.";67 to 1400, even with so zealous a prelate as 
William of Wykeham presiding ove* the diocese, the annual 
;iverage number ol ordinations to the sacred j)riosthood 
was only 27; a nunibe- whiv'li was furtht-r decreased 
(luring the progpiss of the 15th c<intury.J 

The same striking result of the plague, which cannot hut 
have had a very serious elTect upon the Ch.urch at large^ is 
\ manifi:stjd elsewhere. The Ely registers, for example, 
show that the average number of all those ordained, for 
tl'e sciveii years before 1349, was 101^: wh'Ist l«jr the 
V seven yeara after that date it was but J^o^. in 1349 
no ordinations whatever apparently \M*re held, and 

*' I or t^c rral i:ic;^niii«; to be attnchcd lo Icirning thr Pater ncsUt, tic, sec 
•r.v article on Peligtvtis Insttuction in E.'^hmi in the I-Sth and l/ith Cetttnries, in 
0:uI:p. KtwrUf Oct., ifig.?. p. 900. 

+ Mf. «;:ii(tni'!i MS col\c:Uo;i^, 
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j the avorat^c ivjmbtir of pricMs ordair.od yearly, from 

j ^374 ^<^ K^V-'f ^vas only T4. la f^ict llio total number 

• ordained in tiiat nrriod was only jSj, whilst of these manv 
I entered the priesLhoo^I for other dioceses, and more thari 
f ha-If, namely 161, \\\-rc menihers of L!)e various religious 

• arders : so that tlie lanks ol the d'OcesMi clergy of Ely 
\ appear io have received but few recr::i!s during the whole 
; of this time. 

la tlic diocese of Hereford, to take another example, 

previously to 1349, there were some very large orflinations. 

Thus, in 134^*, on the nth of March, 438 people were 

ordained 10 various i^rador. in the sacred minislrv. Of 

theis': some 89 recei\.?d llu- pricsihood, 4'; of lh-:ir being 

ordained for the dioc-se of Horrford. Again, on tlr: loth 

of June in the san>e year, Bishop Trileck conferred orders, 

i'.i the parie!) church of Ledbury, upon 451 eavildates, o^ 

whom 148 were m.'»d.e nriesls; 5O l>r*ir:g intended for !>is own 

dioe«-3c. Aitog<''. If/r, in l.!';it yi:-r, son^e 319 pri-^ts ^vcre 

L'i J ri':v.'d bv l-lv/ !Vis:«"i; ; 'nil ol -iv* uii'nl>t*r b»*ii:'^ 'r < own 

clcruv." Abo?'.L llie s.^iiic Duinbers wore ordainec in i.I.l vear 

of ihe pl.ii^Me itS'.'If, i34-j; and 371 iit llie foilowip.g year. In 

lav I, till 1353 ihr number remains large, but iIm* :^rcaicr 

por-jon oi tho-e oidained wt^re inlendvcl io»* oti-^'r diocese?. 

'J'iie sijbic'«:ts ol' llie I/isiu/** vi iU'v^i'-vtl at o:\te show a 

{.illinir off similar 10 thai noticed in Winrhc??tei* aii.i lilv. 

'1 bus, from 1345 to 1349, the average number of subjects 

ordained by the Hi^liop for liis own diocese was 72, In 

llie next five vears it w:is onlv '*J., sviiilsl. in no subsL-cii'ent 

vjar deriuiT l*»isl»op l*r:!(.rk's pr'ntinc.'ite c'id It ri:>e 

i he ribove three e\.imi)Ie- will bv* sulficient to rhow how- 
seriously tlie great pt'stileJice .'iffected the supply of clergy. 
'j*he reason is not dillicalt to divine. T.he ijreat dearth of 
popalntion created a p^oporJ/onate dt-mand upon the ^.er- 
vices of the survivors to carrv on the Irnsir.e^s of '•:•_• 
ujilon, and the grv.;uvr \>v*:tv.A;v«: o( busra--.:.^ thus b^v^f.^lit 
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aboi:t, and the higher waives lo be, in fact, obtained, in snitc 
of royal prohibitions, were not favourable lo the d«'vch>p- 

^ ^^ inent of vocations to the clerical life. Tho- void 'hiis 
caused hy tlie overwhelming^ misfortunes of ihe <;reat 
•norlalit.y was enlarged hy the exigcnci'.rs of the I".n;.jlish 
war with France, whilst popular disturbaticc;;-, :ind tl\c 
suhsccjurnt Wars ot the Roses, mainlaineJ !hi ti.tni^ 
causes in operalM n till far in*o l! e rrij^p.s of \]\r Tu.ior 

\ sovturigns. . 
\ To some extent, the dearth of students .it Oxford f»!id 

Cambridii^o, which has already been referred to, v/as brouijht 
about hv th»: same causes, rnd \i certain! v lo:I';-..ed i:r.- 
e.udiaU'ly upon the fatal year of l.VV)- ^^^ ()\iv»rd. I'.o 
doub'.llie serious dislurlMnces, which t«>ok jaaei, at tn»s 
lin:e l)etwoen the students an'l townsfolk, ri;':tribui-d to 
.'i«(^ravate the evil. So serijii.-*. indci-d, had the state of ihe 
Ljrcat centre ol clerical education in England bMome, in 
less than six ye.ars after the pestilence, that ll;e Kii^i^ w:;^ 
f oin[)elled to address the Bishops on the siibi'.:ct. IN* begs 
iiiem to help in the ta-dc of renewing th* iiniv«Tsity ; 
'* knowing," he says, **how the Catholic faith is chielly 
support«'iI by the learning of the clergy, an<l th.c State 
i;ovt:rnv J by their prudence, we earn(*stly desire that. jMr- 
ti.uliiily in our kingdo*:. iA En^la* d, the el* /icid o»*'ler n^a\ 
•jc increased in number, morrds, and knowledgt*.*' iJul, 
** in the city of Oxford, in which the fount aiv.l source of 
clerical knowledge " has long existed, owing t'> the dis- 
turbances, students have forsaken the place, and Oxford, 
once so renowned, has become " like a worthless fig-tree 
witliout fruit."* It has already been pointed out how, 
nearly half a century later, the University had not re- 
covered from the great blow it had received .at this period.! 

* Itcg. Tiilrck, fcl. lO,?, 

t A'clif'islioi* Isiip fouiukd Canc;ii>i:iy C %t a* O\foid tw >cp|i!y Uic (aihiif^ 
».*.iiV-i <>! the dcijjY aiul io tiHrfeasw- Iht rnci s of k.in.iug ( Wii.:,ii,*:, i-j., y, kz) , 
:iii.! Wi'iliani ut W)kcliani Ukcwise ciUW\i\i%.^ V\v nCav^^^ i^^v\^;^«^V-^HR^^^v>^ol 

Villi,' C/!/j<«.'., 
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There seems, indeed, a prevalent misimdf^rstarciin:? Iv. 
regard lo Imo rcL'iion, or proportii^nate nuinhf rs. ot seciia' 
;ind rcL^uIar cleri^y at tliis prtlod. and as to the clt-riir.. ;n 
popularity of the re.i^iilar?, as presumed to bo evid< «v:ed I?, 
tiie nuin!)er of those who joined them a«*ter the ii:idd! ■ r: 
tlie fo'irtccnth ernUiry. It is :».sc.unu-il that up to ihr' 
pt viod tiir n'i:^i:!:i? ch.ri;\' \vert\ hoili 'r. nuinhcrs ai:l 
i!ii]ii.-:u'.-. tiie ehii'f f;n lor*^ in i.h * ':''^*l-."-iast»iMi svsii.n 

m 

of !•':>; ;l:in'i, ;i;id ihat after liiat di'.'j tliey' Li^eniiy fii riinra 
i?i i?.'p(.rtc:n'je, T-.uMic »'stin».alioi\ :\vA rtUPibcrs. As t;\i- 
deMC<-. !Uit r^nly is an actual dininution in mere nu!TiLf'jr> 
addi'ced, ImiI albo tlv.' fa.et th,?t, alN^r this tinK', t!*e ncv 
:"!!'.«"ious ins{.i»-.:tion^ toek tii;- It .■•r. of rv»^ii!:' -ii. njj .v' 
ni'.Ki.'istt:rIi;s, '1 li'.: nrse'-r-c:!;'.'*;!' !ics iir>i of ;»:i i:j ;i«is- 
tliat tliere nev{.T was a ix^-i.)*! o' the midfih^ rs^rs in Ivip^Iaao. 
mr i'.t]' ihr II atlt r of <hjL jhioad, when ihe. rrt^p.Iiif (^1, .- v 
was the i^reat mainstay <>f tiie ('lairch., so far, at kast, ^? 
!!umb;:rs, external work, arid \]\r cure of souls a?-i- con- 
eerin^I. Writers hav.^ a!!ow<.d their ima'4:iTMtior.s t.-. be 
ii.ll'i-nrcd ^y t;ie ma<;nitud'.^ oi" th.j irrj^.;^t nv?nas?ie liousv-'s, 
or l)y the prominent part tak«t:i in the government 'tf the 
CInirch by individuals of enunen«;<\ l^eloni^ing to ihr rank> 
of I he ret^ular cleri:!;y ; and luive not remombf.red how cora- 
[)a:ati\ ely f«-w in . lact were: tli«;sc ot<mi munar^llc ccnires. 
and how small a proijortion the:ir innaios h're to the "reat 
body of clerj^y at larj^e. 

It is necessary to refer, perhaps, to figures to brini^ tliis 
home to those wlio have not devoted special aUention to 
the medi;uval period, or v/I.o, haviin;^ studitrd it, stiil some- 
how fail lo realise facts as distinct from theoriv-s, cmu- to 
rid tiu'mselv(-; of tlu ia)ai;lnaiiv(! [>reposscssio{«s with 
which they entered upon their investigations. Tlnjj, even 
after tiie institution of the mendicant orders, a?u[ In ti:e 
(lov/ nf their popularity, the ordinations for the diocesti o! 
York, in the year 1344-45, show that, whilst the number o? 
prit-^ts ordaiijcd v/as oji, only ^. J were re^nilars. h.\ .!v» sa'iie 
way. tlu! re^'wler oi V.'\>\\vm SV:\\>oV\o\\ y^v^^'^ ^^^^ vvvv.V\v, \^vnvv< 
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in the diocese of Exeter from 1301 to 1321. During this 
period 703 seculars 'A'cre made priests, against 114 regulars. 
In both these instances, therefore, more than six secr.lars 
wer^* ordain <!d for every regular. 

Tliis has its importance in estimating the change in tlio 
direction given to religious foundations noticed above. 
During the course of tlie thirteenth century, when so strong 
a current of intellectual activity and speculation had set in, 
tlie importance of education to the working clergy — at 
least to a considerable proportion of them — forced itself 
upon those who were the responsible rulers of the Church. 
The religious houses were in existence, «ind, either great 
or small, were spread all over tl)e land ; indeed, after the 
pestilence of 1349, greatly more than sufficed for the num- 
ber of vocations in the reduced population. Further, by 
their foundation they were not calculated to furnish the 
means of meeting the new want that was pressing, aggra- 
vattrd as it was by the sudden diminution of the pastoral 
clergy in the sickness. The fonnation of collegiate insti- 
tutions, whether of the University type or of country 
colleges for secular priests, such as Stoke-Clare, Arundel, 
and the very many others wliich arose in the century .ind 
a half from 1350 to 1500, is explained by the very circum- 
stances of the case; and there is no need to have re- 
course to a supposition as to the wane in popularity 
of the religious orders, and the prevalent sense that their 
work was over, to explain the diminution In their number.s, 
and the absence of new monastic foundations. If the 
relative proportion between the numbers of secular .ind 
regular clergy ordained before and after the middle of tlie 
fourteenth century be t* ^.n as a test of the truth of 
this suppoLilion, the statj. "s available do not btar it 
oui. Thus ihe ordinations the priesthood, registered in 
the registers of i^the diocese of Bath and Wells, for the 80 
years, 1443 to 1523, number go I ; of these 679 were those 
cf Seculars and 222 those of regidars, Iw Uv\& vw5^.';5KnK5'-> 
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in the proportion of 85 to 27, or rather mere than three to 

^ \x\ common with those in worldly professions and bu<:.*- 

' nf\ss('s tlio survivors anioni; the clergy appear to have 

demanded larger stipends than they had previously obtained 

lor tlie p»:rformanci.' o^ tlurir eeclesiastical dclies. Lookine 

hack upon the times, and coTisidering^ how eve»i the small 

tin«^s of the c!«»rL;y had b(.:en rduced hy the death of a 

lar<:[e proportion of ihelr p<;ople, till they became wholly 

inadecjnate for their vupj^LHt, it is im])Ossib'e to blame them 

harshlv, and not to see th'it such a demand must inevitably 

follow upon a i^reat reduction in numbers. At the time, 

however, by tlie direelij>n ef Ki::ij and Parliament, the 

Archbishops arid Hlslions soutflit to restrain t.!iem trom 

inalciii'v tliese rlaius^", in the same wa^- as liie ixini:" trie*] to 

prevent the labourers from demandin:; liigher wag^^s. In 

his letter to the Hisliops of lu^ province Arei^oishop I slip 

refers "to the unbrid!<*d cupld'ly of the humaii race/* \vh:eh 

ever requires to be c]ieck(rd by justice, unless ** cr:<»rity is 

to bo <lriven oi:t of tlw world." '* Ci eneral ccr^ip'aints have 

come to me/' he writes, '* and experience, the best teaclie- 

of all t!iini>s, luis sliown to me that the priests wIh^ still 

.survive, not consid(^rin^ that they are preserved by the 

Divine will from the dangers of the late pestilence, net 

lor their own sakes, b'i*. to perform t!:e minisiry 'ron'iJMb.ted 

to them for the pei^.pic f-f C;o(l, and tlie jjublic iitillty/* l»ke 

other workmen. Tnroui^li e'.'pidily, uL-glect the burdens of 

<:urates, and take more prolilabic <;lli';e^', for >\hich also 
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!n tbc(^^r.re^c of Lodc'.om, \\\ tiic twelve y»'ars, fn»n' i,;6? to 1,^74, ijirUop 
Sudbuiy (Tclaincd 1,046 s<CL'l;irs a:.i! 45^' rtt^u'-ir.-, tlv: pn^purlioii constfju.ntly 
:)ci:iCi ajouL 2*3 tr) 1. In t'jc 1 i^^t Iw'-Tify >f.'».r.^ t>f tl)c ccr.iur) , njimcly, from 
f.^Si to 140!, Bisfifip Bra)hp»A(' ontiii'itU to the j licj^'.-io**! only 584 scrular*, 
whilst the rcijul.li'S were 425 during the same jitrricKi. Tn othiT worcii, iluring 
the f rsl period, the aver.ngc annual numhcr of ordinnivins to rhr rank> of the 
scrular clci)>y in the i5iocc>c t\ Loadrn was ovc Ji;; durin.f tl:c last twenty 
years of 1^^: century \i was «.>r\\ 2»vi. "^Aw: vww.v^cs vn^ nNv\ 'tv^vv.At-i in U?c 
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they demand more than before. If this be not at once put 
a stop to " many, and indeed most of (he churches. prt;bcnds, 
and cliapcis of our and your diocese, and indeed of our 
whole IVovince, will remain absolutely witliout priests." 
To remedy this not only were people urged not to emp'oy 
su'h chaphiiiis, but the clergy were to be compciled under 
\'ecci<*siasiii:al c<!nsures to serve ihe ordinary cures at 
';noderate and usual salaries. It secnis not improbablt! 
tliat this measure njay have contributed to draw the aym- 
patl;ies o^ the clergy at large more closely. to the people in 
tlv.'ir struggle for freedom at this period of Englisl^ history, 
when Loih in the civil and ecciesi.istlcal sphere there was 
the same attempt by public law to impose restraints on 
natural librrtv. 

"To the gre.it dearth of clergy at this time may, partly al 
Ka.sl, be ascribed the great growth of the crying abuse of 
pitnjiiti(^s. Withoui taking into account the difliculty cx- 
jKTiencrd on all hands i.i finding fit, proper, and tried 
rcclcslastics to fill posts of rminence and respon;iiibil!ty in 
tile (-hu'ch, i:. is impossible to account for the great increase 
in tlie practice just at this time. The number of benefices^ 
lor c\«»mT)!e, h<ld by William of Wykcham himself, who 
entered the Church in cons«vjnence of the great nuirtillty 
among the cie:gy in 13C1, may be explained, if not ex- 
cused, by the prevalent aui! in the circumstances inevitablt. 
deaiih of subjects of trainipg and capacity equal to the 
arduous -nvl dc. »te duties devoi-ing on the higher clergy. 

Notwilhstandii* ^li the great di/licultics which beset the 
Church in Englan* a consequence of the great moriality, 
there is abundant evidence (which is no part of the present 
subject) of untiring efforts on the part of the leading erc!e-. 
siastics to bring biick observance to hs norma! level. This 
is crvidcTiCcd in the institution of so many j>i«vjs con- 
fraternities and guilds, and in a profuse liberality to 
churches and sacred places. 

Th»* consequences o^ tV\c r\otU\\VL^\so\;3LT ^s ^v^ 'Wwvsw*.'^'^, 
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in the course of the narrative frequerilly hron pointed out. 
The same reasons which mililaicd asjainst the recruitins: for 
Ihe ranks of the clen^y p;eneraliy after the plague' are,' 
sufilcient explanation of the fact that the religious housc'? 
were never able to rejrain ilie ground lost in that fatal vear. ^ 
Orer and alcove this, njoreovor, the sudden change in tlPT^ 
tenure of land, brouglit .-^bcut chi«.*fly i)y the der;ths ot the 
monastic tenants, so impaired their financial position, at 
any rate for a lonq^ pfjriod, tlial they were unable to sup- 
port the burnen of additional subjects. 

To the i'lrts sltowini^ ]u)w the monasteries were depopu- 
lated bv tlie di.iease already ^[iven may be add* d the follow- 
^^•.^' — ^'^ ' -35 ^'••^' '''•^bbey of St. Albans is supposLMi to have 
<:ounted some 100 nionk.^ within its walls. In the plague of 
• 1349 the abbot and eonn: 47 of his monks died at one time, 
and subs'.r(!Ui-niIv one more died wldlst at Canterbury, on 
Jiis ^\ay \vil!\ tii" n':\vly--Ie''ied abbot to the l\.on^an Curia. 
'^\ssL;!:lin;,^ tlu'r('i'.»r«\ tiiiJ. tiu» ronuiiiinlty had remained the 
sam-.! in numbtT as ir. 123^^, St. Aibans «\as at most left 
with only 51 nieii«L'(jr>. At W\r. close of the centurv, 
naniclv, in i^qG, bonic 1)0 mo::k:'. took nart in election, and 
i'-i thir. nvHibe.' ''it-udi s ll;*' j)r!or'.: ol the r.ine dependent 
celis, it \vov!(> :>cem I'laL ^J't- ;»ciiial coiiiin-.iriitv sriii rem:ii»ir'i 
cnlz-si. hi I '-•;.- liurr \«ei*w»n^.' .j;- »> •.,.h-s;.rd !{!i>i^k.** \\\ 
UK* abbi'V, fifid »*. tij. (ii<s(."i;:t.ovi '.»f *.hc Pi"ii:'Si'.''*\ . :}:';:r'\ 
'1 iciiterv I.iicr. 1:1;* jMir.il-'.r Vi;s n-cieced to v>. 'J'J)!-; 
iiisLince ot th< w:".' :■ '•'»'(!/ i;>.' liLrnb'':'.- in t'v.: '^.o\\i'^*\v 
Ii9a^t*:-> wcr^* di;;.';ii'-i;' -I iv Me si :!v;:i(.s ^. a.^' 1/*' -i-* -^f-iLi 
(Ml til'* liciiv-ral :K»!j«i!:itioj: i:r Wii ;oi:?itrv \v:'r,: r»; ;■•. e;i:v:-i 

♦•lav !)e striMi-jjlut'oii i>\ '.!:.: wise ol v.-ln^MOiii.urv. ''"h«^. 
;>^(ra^ ; bbcy i»i' •!•«• wvcl i-^l \:xj\.v\A h: :. ^:icr n ••:• ••■•:^Jir'!-<i 

IJciVjfli^'tine ho'j.^es. \\ i-.. !«'>' l"'- :ni;e'» to .iir-M.-..: ;• -L in 
ihe peiiod of its ^v'-.ii.js: prosp^rii^y it i^n.-t ii.:v»: c.:t;ML.:d 
pn.bpj>]y a huiwlr.d nu.-i-jbrrs \\\ JJi;/ liu neivb.r. h.-; 
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at 48, and were about t!ic same at the time of the 'lis^olu* 
tion of the abbey. A similar eflVct upon the members at 
rJath lias alrfjady been pointed out. 

it need hardly be said that tlie scourge must have been 
inoM demoralising to discipline, destructive to traditional 
practice, and fatal to ob«^tp/c:»ce. !t is a well-ascertained 
fact, strange thou£;h it may seem, that men are not as a 
ruhi made better by great and universal visitations of 
Divine Providence. It has been noticed that ^ins Is th'.^ 
evident result of all sucli scourt^es, or. as Frocoplus puts 
it, speaking of tlu [^reat plai;i'e in tlie reign of the Emperor 
Justinian, '* v^hether by chance or [\'ovidential ut:slgn it 
strictiv spared the most ^vicked."^ So in this visitation^ 
from Italv to En'dand, the universal teslimopv ot those who 
V^livt'd throi'.gh it is that( it secaed to rouse Uj> the v,^orst 
:X'»ssions of the human heart, and to dull thf .-nli:*:iial senses 
of t"U! soul. AVaddin*;, the Franciscan annabst, iiris attributed 
to this very plague of 1340-^ the decay of fervour evident 
ihrori^rhout his own ordtrr at this time. 'This evil,'' hci 
wrlies. *' vvrou:y|it g»xat ciestru»Hion to tho holy houses of rc-i 
• jii»i./i, cprrviiv/ oil the masters of regular fiiscipiint. aiul tlie 
^eni'«r- ol er- ptrleiice. i^om this lim.e th.^ mon;«sli ' orch:rs^ 
and ill pitifi(.ulaj il:e. me-idlcanls, bci'.an to ^J''i»v i':pid and 
nenl:;^(jnt, both in ih^t j.icty and that leantin^-f n i\ hich 
tii'-y \\.\*\ U|'. to this lime flourishid. Then, our iriniilrlcus 
merjibers be'n^^ earri-?d off, Ihc- ri;.;Oiirs of discipline relaxed 
by tlu'*:i» c :i!a!!'!tlf;s. eculd not be re:)ew»id by the j'out 'S 
I'.ceivi-d \\\\. 'it the necesrarv traininf{, rather to fil! lijt* 
empty houses n to restore the lost discipline." j- 

NVe may sur. ap the residts of the great moitaliiy mi the 
words of a recent writer. ** For our purpose,*' writes Dr. 
Cunningham, ** it is imoortant to notice that the steady 
pro^re^s of the tuelfth a'^id tldrtecnth centuries was sud- 

* Afittibp. Islip ai this lime (1350) tays: '*I>urn ad mcmoriam rniurtniui 
:'ilmua:i<!ain (}c>tUcrtia.m que iiu|*cr uaitcs Utas suUto %lc vt^^'v^^^ xsX ^^sS^^a^ 
mcito i.n-iiarts ct dtgnlucct suVAraxti-4l«^ 
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cJenly checked in tlic fourLeentli; the slr.iiri of the hundred 

years* war wo.uld hnve been ex'\itisting in any case, but the 

nation had to bear it wh(:!i tlic Hlack n<.ai!i !iad swept oil 

halt the population and the wliole social structure was Jis- 

or£>.in!i.c'i. ^' / 

^ -" ' In dealin^T wiih tliis subject it is difficult to bring home ' 

/ to the mind the vast rar.cj^'- of the ^reat calamliv, unci to / 

duly appreciate how deep wa.s ll>e break with, th.en i 

existing Ipsiitutions. The plague of 1349 simply shiitti!»-»*d '; 

th?:r» ; and it is, is ah'eady poii-tcd out, only by perpciual '. 

rciler^.lion and r-oconsideraLlon of the srjnc isli^nopiena ? 

that \vc can brinci^ curs( Ivcs lo undtTstand I he charactcr-or 

sucii a social and rel'^ious cataf-in»?ihe. r>ut it 's at the 

I'ir.pc time of the fir:-! in:})0'*ir'iiCi: t!ic-rough!y t'^ realise the 

case If we arc tv) ent<,r into ami to V'nderstbnd tiic gr(*at pro- 

cr»ss of socvi! ai.d rci-i-ious rc-cJ.iiic:»t.Ior, to './hich the in:- 

nie^liatelv .-.uccooc]»r.j'- i'-vi>er:«ticns h:u! ioad.drv-So ihenis-eivcs* 

'1 !•" ti*a«^edy wa- io:> L;rr;ve to aiiov/ o» i.copi^ being carried 

over ?• by tnv^re etit!u!siasni. IndcVi. lln- eiup'nc and 

enthusiast in the aiteinpts at 5ucial rLConsiruclicn, as may 

.1. 'J 

bf ToiJiui :':' th.e works o!" \VvcH:f, could i'^'^\y rv^-^rravaio the- 
• Cvii. It uar t- sv^'i.'lif.'iv :'. -irisis liiai \>z.\ tc »;i: mu-t bv 
: treu'ioiis v'ilort iiiui v.jK'aL''.''nL'' worlc in every deparcrtent 
cf !:i!!raa ac:li\ itv. /^nd ]m1«; is nuiuitVitcd a c!).iractt!; Istic 
ru tl\! niif^^'dli^ au\*s vluc'i tnnit.iU'ies, w?. the i*ite lVol"es?or 
Fj( einai; li.'is pointed "."irt; '.heir ji::j1 i;;'e:-ii:(Ss. In c oaira- 
'Ji: !^-»c1iO!! to a. day ii'vc o •;'.* <^\\'\\s v-l ic!* rj.'ound"** in t!vcrv 
i'av.iiiiv lor nc •ihrvenn »Vi, tiicv h*\d !:.» ci.^nlcnd w.tli every 
rnater"'-il dif^'culty ; bui »n cop'v;-iisiin.eii«>ii, too, to that 
])rncli'.ai peshinilsni v, l)i'"Ii h.'is *e-(iay i:iii!j^ 1 v>niy luo great 
a liold upon ir«»i||l'^i:iices <.>tli(T\vi^.: ^i\a■.ious an:; o^ct:. 
difrici.llies, iii t!v: uiiddiv. :i:'«:t., !..;!■« c! inlo <•:. !St;*ni ••. <..n!v a 
Tio-e strenuous aii?l P'(»'e ('':w'''":iu«icd t^-^..^ #:• to nuv-* and 
i:urinouT.»t ihei!]. ApJ here y^ '.'.e .sens*- in which lh<r 
hackneyed, and in a s^^nse '.• 'irue phriKse. "the A?jcs 
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2X8 THE GRKAT PESTILENCE. 

of Faith," has a real application, for nothing can be more 
rontrary to the spirit and tone of mind of the whole epoch 
than p«*5simism, nothing more in harmony with it th.in 
hope. In this sense the observation of a well-known 
modem writer on art, in noting the inability of the middle 
ages to r.'*': things as they really are and the tendency 
to substitute on the parchment or the canvas conventional 
for actual forms, has a drift which, perhaps, he did not 
peireive. In itself untjucstionably this defect is a rtr.il one, 
hut in practice ii possessed a counterbalancing advanl.'.gc 
j by supplying the necessary corrective to that bare 
literalism and realism which, in the long run, is fatal no 
l«:bs to sustained effort than it is to art. 

Tiie great mortality, commonly called the Black Death, 
v.as a catastrophe sudden and overwhelming, the like ot 
which it will be difficult to parallel. Many a nobie 
aspiration which, could it have been realised, and many a 
wise conception which, could it have attained its true 
dev(r!oj)»pent, would have been most fruitful of good to 
humanity, was stricl-.en beyond rcovery. Still no lime 
was wasted in vain laments. What h.id penslied was 

L perished. Time, h.owever. and the pow-j:- of eiTort and 
work b'-Ionged to those that survived. 

Tv.'o of the noblest cliMrches in Italy tyjiify the I'.vofold 
;)spe(:t of this f^r^'ai visiUitltm — the Calhcdral of Siena iti\4 
tiic Cath'*dnj! of Milan. The former, the vnstbuildini; that 
crow • the Tu^c;in Hill, is but a fragmcni of v/lhit was 
oricriii •» conc4!!verl. It was actually in course ul election, 
•".nd wc J lia\e been hardly less in size than th? prLsont 
St. i*'.'ter*s had it 'K:en completed. The transirptt; wi-re 
aircadv raised, and the foundations of the enorinojs nave 
and clioir had been laid when the plague fell upon tlie city. 
The *voiks were necessarily §uspe!idcd, and from that d^ky 
to this h.ivc never been resumed. 

I-i^lh: more ihan a generat.io?! had passed from the fatal 
•••:.ir when the m(»?t j.dnr;ous CioUur. cd\V\c:'*t cfc\'A\tC*\"^cvv 'tfx^ 
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SOME CONSEQUENCES OF THE GREAT MORTALITY. 219 

of new life, new hopes, new t^rcatncss, wliich would surpass 
the greatness of the buried past. And this, be it observed, 
was no creation of Prince or Potentate ; it was essentially 
the idea, the work, the achievement of the people of Milan 
themselves.* .^ 

/■^y VVhat gives, perhaps, the predominant interest to the ^1 
[ century and a half which succeeded the overwhelminj; / 
calastroplie of the Black Death is the fact of the wonderful ^ 
social and religious recovery from a state almost of dis- ; 
. solution. -\lt is not the place here even to enter upon so / 
■\ interesting and important a subject. It must suffice to ) 
'1 have indicated the point of view from which the hi.story of 
ithe immediately succeeding generations must be regarded. 
! ;. \n spite of wars and civil commotions it was an age of 
j'distinct progress, altho'jgh the very complexity and variety 
)ol current and undercurrent is apt at times to da/e the too 
jiinpatient inquirer, who wishes to reduce everything to the 
jsimple result of the definitely good, or the defiaitely bad. -V 

♦ ^hcAnuih 'Jclht ///Cr/u/, publt^ihci' by the Cathedral at^niiuianxtion, ihow 
in '.he minutest detail l!ic or^ani.aiioti by which the necessary funds were 
raiscii, and tnahlc us to see liow it was p.^pular enterprise bj which so 
noble an uisdcrt'ikiukf way achieved. We cm now realise the weekly collcc. 
tions rrijide by willinjj citizens from dcuT to door, the collections in the chuiches, 
the mui.ihly sales of oiTt-iiiMij^s in kind of the most varied nciare, jewels* 
iirrss«r«, bMcn, pots anfi pniu* divers articles oi dress rnd domestic use. fevery 
one, rich ai.d poorabke, felt impelled to Join in .iome way in ihc work widch, 
as the words of the 'liginators exiMtss it, *^ wji hf^un by Divius iHSpirattiffi to 
ilir honour of Jesu% Christ and Ilh viost Spo.'U^s Mother,** Cf» an article by 
Mr. Edmund Bisho}> (»u the subject in the Downside Kniew, July, 1893. 
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Abergavenny priory, 1 18. 

Abbotsbury abbey, 78, 163. 

Abstinence days, dispensation fron), 197. 

Aden, trade route to, 3. 

Adriatic, coast towns of, 60. 

Agatha, St., relics at Catani.i, 13. 

Ages of Faith, meaning of, 218. 
r< Agrarian diflicuUies, 56, 148, 164, scjq, 

Albans, St., sec St. A'bans. 

AiCester, Inq. p.m. al, 190. 

/\lcu;a:c. Holy Tiin'ty, cemetery at, 93. 

Aleppo, .'?. 

Alexandria and trade with Juiropc, 3. 

Allou, 'Jliomas, 155. 

Almeira, 58. 

Alnisford, 84. 

Aln'vicl: abbey, i6c. 

Alplionsus XI, deaili of, 59. 

Alvcrdiscott, 88. 

Amiens, 49. 

Amounderness, deanery of, 156. 

Anc!rv>nlcus (son of the Emperor Canlacazene), death of. 12. 

Angii!(Ia, 01: natuie of the pliguc, 8. 

Anglia, E::?t, plague in, 120; cHcct on religious bouses Ou 129, 

An^debcy j)tiory, Cambridge, 177. 

Apinials nttuckcd, 1 1, 38, 139. 

Antioch, patriarch of, arclibishop ot Catania. 13. 

Af'gon, Queen of, dies, 59. 
^ /i;riJtci.tt:re, irjilncace oi \\'ciV\\o.\\c.vi <its, 202. 
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Aries, 37. 

Armenia, 2. 

Arras, decay of, 57. 

A rundcl college, 1 1 2 . 

Asia, epidemic in, 2 ; trade route to Europe from, 2 ; hordes of 
Tartars in, 3, 

Aihelney abbey, 85. 

Atle Welle, John, 136. 

Augustinians of Winchester diocese, 183. 

Austria, 61. 

Avesbury, Robert of, his account of the pestilence, 74. 

Avignon, first reports of plague at, 16; account of p1a<^uc at, 
37-45, 51, 119; date of epidemic at, 43^; extent of mor- 
tality in, 42 ; decrease of population in, 41 ; new cemeteries 
ai, 38. 

Azarius, Peter, notary of Novara, 62. 

Azor, otiierwise Tana, 5. 

Babin^^ton, translator of Heckcr s Epuiemict^ 2 

Pabington, Somerset, 85. 

Babylon, medixwal name for Cairo, 4. 

Bagdad, the centre of Kasleru commerce, 3. 

Baker, Galfrid le, 72, 116. 

Balearic islands, the, 58. 

Barcelona, 58. 

Barlings abl)cy, 192. 

Barlborough, 147- 

Barnstaple, 89. 

Barnwell, John, prior of, 132. 

Basingstoke, deanery of, 113. 

Basle, 64, 66. 

Bateman, bishop of Norwich, 205. 

Bath, 85. 

Bath priory, decrease in numbers at, 85. 

Bathampton, 85. 

Bath and Wells, diocese of, prayers ordered in, 71 ; date of pesti- 
lence in, 80, 83 ; letter of bishop of, 81 ; straits for priests in, 
207; ordinations in, 212. 

Baths, public, common in l\ie i\v\x wwVvxvj* ^^- 
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Battle abbey, 115. 

Bavp.ria, 61. 

BeaiKh'cf .ibbey, 147. 

Bechc, Alaigarct de la, Inq. p.m. on, i«)i. 

Bedfortlshire, state of man.us in, 101; institutions in, 178; petition 

ol sh»?rilTA3 to stale of, 178. 
Beds in TVcnch peasant houses, 56. 
Belfjiujn, 49. 
Beiliij/Oiia, 6s, 
Beiiciicet! :um\ ncn-bcndiccd ulerg}, proportion of, 134, 155, 17:;^ 

f/oU, ?04, >'io/e, 
Bergeii, 67. 

J^rksiiire, state of manors in, loi ; institutions of ckr^y in, I'^S. 
Bern'..-, 63. 
.Blr.co'.^il'C, 70, 79. 

liircliL'slni), iil»bot o; We.virniusicr, 97. 
l>*ij;i;i^r, Al'.wiuulcr do, arciiLisnof) iv' Diib!::i, i u>. 
lilackburn, i^canoiy of, 155. 

illuk J)o.iil», t!i'», roctvif ori^::ii! of natnc, 6; s}rn|«vO!r.s of iJrj 

disease, 7, ic, 119; special nature ot, S, 39, 45, 49 :• riioJer:; 

y ontlwjal.. of, '\ A\'.v ; vlnice b-^iwcon i'i!^''.;ind and rVa:}(>: atui- 

bulcd. to, 1 17 }; innicicd a deadly Mow on social ixxjy, iii. : 

i^ forms end of mediaeval pcriOfl, iii.);' caiastrophe 10 churcb, iii. ; 

■ starting point of modem history, vi. 

BIncktncre, manor of, 1.13. 

jilack I'lincv?, Cor;»ish o.aatcs of, 17.; ; umuiA ronls ()ii, //•;./. 
J5!r.cl: r^ea, port of, the centres of in»>c'.ion, i. 
BlaiuU'ord, 78. 
Blessed Sacrament, increase of devotion to, v.; lamp to bura 

iHrforc, 130. 
Blis:\vorlb, manor of, 138. 
.,- Biood-spiitin-,a chanicteristic symptom, 8, 27, 39, 43- 

J3obbio, 18. 
-r J>occaccio, Wis description of the pla-iie, 16, 29, Si:>p^, 
Bodmin. 89 ; !>umbers of deaths in, 90. 
Bochiiiii priory, 90; dtsliiudon of, 91. 

Boliemia, 65. 

Bohemian student-;, accotmt of jourocy of, 33. 

Uoloi^iLU journoy from. 32. 
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Bolsover, 147. 

Boiigar's Gesfa Dei per Francos, 3. 

Bordeaux, 45. 

Bolcreaux, Isabel de, 141. 

Botzcn, 61. 

Bourion tylhing, 167. 

Bowes, Agne3, prioress of Worthorp, 137. 

Boxgrovt* abbey, 115. 

BrackJey, oialc of country near, 193. 

Biaunsford, Wulsian, bishop of Worcester, £20. 

Br jad, while, unknown in the I4lh century, 55. 

BrciivarJinc, Thomas, archbishop of Canterbury, X09. 

Bicinen, 66. 

Brcimcr-pass, the, 61. 

Brid|;waler, 84, 168. 

Bridlington i»riory, Trivet's Chronicle continued at, 72, 

Bridport, 79 ; evidence of corporation reconls, 80. 

Brisiol, 84, 86, 116, 139 ; date of plague at, 117 ; new cemetery 

at, 87 ; decay of, 86. 
Bristol chunnel, contagion carried along the, 84, 89. 
Bronghlon manor, 164. 
Bruerne abbey, 191. 
Btuton priory, cell of, 190. 
- Bubonic plague, the, 43. 
Buckinghamshire, date of plague in, 102 ; institutions of clergy in, 

ici-2, 178; state of manors in, 100; petition of sheriff as 

to, 178. 
BucViOw manor, 145. 
Burgtmdy, 46. 

Burials, effected with difficulty, 40 ; Christian idea of, 1 11. 
Burton-on-Trent, district of, 148. 
Business, cessation of all, ix6. 
Buyers, death of, 92, 146. 



Cicsarea, 2. 

Caffa, Genoese port in Crimea, 4. 
Cairo, 2 ; called Babylon, 4 ; trade at, 4. 
Calais, 49f 7i» Z17; the taking of, i. 
Calcston, manor of, 164. 
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Caldecot, manor of, 136. 

Cambelh, now Camboy, Inclin, 3. 

Cj».nibray, death of Bishop of Toumay at, 51. 

Cambridge, date of plajjae at, 134 ; parislies depopulated, 134, 

135; Pkquepit^ at, 13;. 
Cambridt^eshire, county of, acccmnts of a manor in, 135 : stale of, 

132. 
Came), district about the river, i^ri, 

Cantacuzene, the emperor, description of plague, 10, 11, :6. 

Cantcrl^iiry, diocese of, 102 ; inslitiilions of clergy in, 102, 179 ; 
Lendices in diocese, rdt'd. ; city of, Si. Augustine's, 103; 
Chrisichnrch, 103, 107, 179 ; death of a Si. Alban's monk 
^^ ^03 ; prior of, orders prayers, 74 ; St. Sepulchre's priory, 
103; St. Gregory's priory, 103: St, JumesV f>riory, 179; 
hospital of Eastbridge, X03. 

Cantcrburv collci^e, Oxford, oriirin of foundation of, 2x0. 

Caramania, 2. 

Carijul-ia. (>!, 62. 

Carhb'U., 157, 158. 

Carmarthen j)riory, 118. 

Carmeliic.s of Winchester dioccsc, the, 183. 

Cartmc! priory, 757. 

Cary, Ric'nar.I (le, Mayor of Oxford, 127. 

Cabjjar Camentz, on the phgue at Franklorl, 66- 

Ca.-tlccary. 84. 

Cj'.lari'"', 13, 14; n'ghl of T>cop]e to. 14; death of Gerard Otbo, thf; 

v.rchbisiiop, 14. 
CaUlc kU to wander in tiolds, 62, 139. 
Cecciu'tii, s:ignor, on medical facuUy of Venice, 31. 
Ct.iiicicry, ditlicuUy as to, at Winchester, iic ; l^t Avignon, 40 ; at 

Toarnny, 53. 
Ccrl.sy, St. Vigor's abbey of, 105, 
C'harier'p.ouse, London, old ceuictcry at. 94. 
Ctiiirtorhoare of Sojiierhci, 170. 
Chasliloun, John, slicrilVof I>ca!brd, etc., 179. 
Chau!:ac, Gui de, 8, 43, 

Che Iwrirth, Sir Thomus, and An'rlcsey priory, 177. 
Che !>:ov nrjr/jr ton*-, i6t<. 
Chchhvn:, coavcm au 177. . 
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Chester, county of, 145 ; accounts of County Palatine, 14s i a^ch- 
deanery of, institution in, 145 ; city, St. John's in, 145; St. 
Mary's priory, 145. 
<Jhina, origin of plague in, i, 2 ; trade routes from, 3. 
Christchurch priory, Hants, effect of mortality on, 184. 

> Christian charity destroyed by plague, 13, 20, 39, 38. 44, 46, 63, 

119. 
y Church, effects of plague on the, iv, 205, s^gg. ; benefits lo, from 

middle classics, v. 
Churches left without services, 205-6. 
C*hus or Koos, trade routes through, 4. 
-/ Cities, depopulation of, 161. 

Clement VI, pope, 44. 
7^ Clerg)', reason for calculating mortality of, 75 ; poor pay of, 206; 

proportion to lay people, 205-6; ignorance of some at 

this lime, 207; secular and regular, proportion of, 21 1; 

mortality amongst, 77, 203-4 ; dearth of, 152, 172, 205, 214 ; 

regulation of fees of, 105 ; demand higher stipends, 206. 
Clerics not in sacred orders appointed to benefices, 206. 
Qevcdon, 84, 
Clislel, the lord of, 117. 
C!oford,85. 

Clopton, Thomas dc, 118. 

Clyn, friar John, account of plague in Ireland, 1 19-120. 
Co, John de, chancellor of Ely diocese, 133. 
Coichcsier, num!>ers of wills at, 176 ; abbot of, dies, 176. 
Cclinglon, Great, 142. 
Colington, Little, 142. 

Collegiate establishment rendered necessary, 212. 
Colmar, 66. 
Cologne, 66. 
Combe Kuynes, 79. 

Commerce, .outes of eastern, in X4th century, 2. 
Coinpostella, account of a pilgrim to, 59. 
Compton, 85. 

Confession to laymen, peuple exhorted to make, 81. 
Constance. 64. 
Ccnhtantii3ople« position in regard to Crimean trade^ 9 ; pbgiic ^t, 

lo. 

> Contagion, special naiace oi, ^^« ^^« o« ^V« 
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^ Conventional forms of middle ages, 218. 
•^ Conversation wiih infected fatal, 4?, 44. 

Corbet, John, priest of Winchester, 2c8. 

Corey, John, establishes a ceineter>' in London, 93, 

Coxk, 120. 

Cornard Parva, raanor of, 129. 

Cornwall, evidence of Duchy accounts, 173 ; date of plague in 
the county of. So. 

Cornwall, I^Ii., introduces En*;liih in schools, 202. 

Corsica, 58. 
-^Couit rolls, information contained in, 130, 166. 

Country, desol.ition of, 162, ser/^, 

Coventry, 125. 

Covino, Simon de, poem on tiie plague, 35, 

Crecy, battle of, i. 
xCreighton. Dr., his work on epidemics in Britain, ii. 

Cinnea, Italian trading cilics in, 3, 4. 

Crokham manor. loi. 

(^ops, prolific nature of, r.t time of plague, 140. 

Cro'by, 155. 

Croxion at>l)cy, 140. 

Cumberland, 157. 
> Cunningham, l)i„ on the population of Enghnd, 195 ; on effect of 
l!ic plague, 216. 

Curates, technical meaning of name, 81, «^//. 

Cypius, 2. 

Dale abbey, 147. 
Dalkey, 119. 

Dallyng, Philip, sacrist of Ely, 133. 
Daimatia, 60. 
Dartmoor, 172. 

Deacons, faculties given to, for administering II. Eucharist, 83. 
Dei.lli of iho.^o attacked by disease con.: icrcd certain, 38, 43. 
^ DiCiuncron, description of lin* pl.i.-i'C in the. 16, 2C-24. 
Dene, VVilliain, monk of Kochester, his description of the plague, 

104, jr/y.. i(>7 ; accoimt cf the labour d'ihcullics by, 100. 
D«:tv, Ko^r-r, pri'.'Sl o( \V;ii -ii .'-''.t. 2'j7. 
^ r.nc', >ir ln'»:n^"*. -i' v -^ ^^ ^«^ vv..w«s . > \->-,. 
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De' Mussi, 4, x6. 

Denis, St., account of pla^e in chronicle of, 46 ; mortrJity at, 47. 

Denmark, 69. 

Denny, ea.st and west, 176. 

Denton, Richard de, 137. 

Derby, death of priests in county, 147; institutions in, 146; 

Dominicans of, 147. 
Dercford, John de, Mayor of Oxford, 127. 
Derley abbey, notes in the chartulary of, 147. • 
^' Desolation of country after the plague, 48, 50, 56, 68, 69, 106, 1 15» 

123, i45» i55» I57f 161, jv^^. 

Devon, date of plague in county, 80 ; mortality in, 89. 

Devotions, new character of popular, v. 

Dice converted into •* beads,'* 52. 

Di.ssentis abbey, 63. 

Ditchford friary, 125. 

Doctors, consulted by French king, 40 ; at Venice, 31 ; at Avignon, 
39; flight of many, 43. 

Dodingion manor, 143. 

Dominicans, falling off in numbers of, 183. 

Doncaster, deanery of, institutions in, 152, 154, 155. 

DorcliC*siLer, 79. 

Dorsetshire, first appearance of plague in, 72, 78, 79; inslilulicns. 
of clergy in, 79 ; deaths of clergy, 162. 

Doulton, 85. 

Drakslow, lordship of. 148. 

Drogheda, 119 ; convent of Minorites at, 120. 

Drontheim, archbishop and canons of, die, 67 ; bbhops of pro- 
vince of, die, 68. 

Dublin, 119; state of city after plague, 121 ; convent of 
Minorites in, 120. 

Duchy of Lancaster accounts, 173. 

Dugdale's Warwickshire^ institutions from, 125. 

Dunstable, John de, prior of Coventry, 125. 

Dumvich, 13:. 

East, the, plague originates in, i ; lines of commerce witli, 3, 4. 

Eaststoke, in Hayling Islandy 187, 

Fckinglcn, 147. 

Kderos, or Ivycharcii, 163. 
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^ Kducatlcn, seriously afTcctcd by plague, ix ; condition of universiiy 
rJtcr, 210. 

Edward III, his great renown jit the litne of phguc» iii. 

Kdyndon, liisliop of \Vinchs.stcr, 107 ; his letter on the plague, 1.07; 
liis letter on cemeteries at Winchester, 1 x i ; benefactions to 
• St. Mary's, Winchester, 1S2 ; his boncfi^ctions to Romsey, 182 ; 
his inquiry into the state of St. Sv.'ithun's, 184; his inqu'ry 
into the itate of Ciirislchurch, "ilant*:, 184; his letter about 
Shercborne priory, 185 ; his adn"*onition 10 priests about 
residence, 185. 

iMsyng, Robert, 04. 

Ely, diocese of, 132 ; institutions in, 133 ; arrangement for govern- 
ment of, 132 > proporuoa of beneficed and non-benef5ced in, 
134 ; falling of! ct ordinations, 208 ; oath demanded from 
caiididates for orders, 207 ; cathedral priory ot, 133 ; tax on 
Dunwich granted to tiie priory, 131. 

Elyot, William, i86. 

Kngelberg, 64 ; nunnery at, terrible mortality at, 64. 
'England, «.!ate of arrival of plague in, 71, 73. 
"^ ]Cr.gli:>h, introduction of, into schools, 202. 

Episcopal registers, value of, 75 ; kind of evidence to be found in, 

75- 
Escheaior's returns as to death of landowners, lOO. 

KasQ, Richard de, Abbot of Tavistock, yo, 

Essex, 'bt?ncrices in, 175 ; Inq. p.m. in, 175. 

.h'tsch, valley of ihc, 61. 

Eulogium Hisloriarum, the, 72. 

Europe, lines o! Eastern tiade with, 4. 

Evercreech, 84. 

Exe, villages on l lie, 89. 

Exele:, diocccio c»i, date of plugi't: in, 80, 87 ; episcopal registers, 

testimony of, 83 ; institutions of, 3^^ 172 ; ciiy of, St. 

Nicholas, 89. 

rarailies swept away by plague, O5, 148, 169. 
^farming, change in the system of, 200. 
I'Vms, small, in use before ilie plague, 201. 

f^rriby pvioiy, 152. 
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Fish, scarcity of, 197; increased price cf, 196; supposed spread 

of epidemic through, 42. 
Fishing boats convey infection, 89. 
FitzEustace, Thomas, Inq. p.m. on, 1 77. 
FitzRaiph, archbishop of Armagh, on decrease of Oxford students, 

X26. 
FilzWilliam, John, 154. 
Flanders, 51. 
Fleut champs abbey, 67. 
Flight of people before plague, 154. 
Florence, 16, 20-a5, 
-V -Food/ spread of infection throu;?;!), 43; dearness of, 140. 
Fordingbridge, iia« 
Foswert, 67. 
Foucarmont abbey, 46. 
Fourteenth century, common view as to, i. 
Fowey, the estuary of, 89, 
France, S. Luce on population of, 54; condition of rural, in T4fh 

century, 55. 
Fi iinciscaiii?, Wadding on cH'ccl of plague on, it 16. 
Frankfort, 66! 

Freeman, professor, on realfgrcatness of middle ages, 217. 
Frcniinglon, Sg* 
Frc-shford, 83. 
PViars, of Piaccnza, deaths anongst, 19; in Provence, mortality 

amongsr, 44 : mortalily of, 45 ; ofWinchcster diocese, falling 

off in numbers, 183 ; of Our Lydy, Norwich, lag. 
Fro<L*)Iian« manor, I45« ^ 

Fromc, 83. 

Funerals, regulations for, aft. 
Furniture of French houses, 55. 
Fyn>ide, William de, 112. 

Gall, Su, abbey of, 70. 

Gallarete, 63. 

Garstang, 156. 

Carter, foundation of the Order of the, i. 

Ga^coi^e, Thomas, on deciea:^ oi OxIotql «ca^TC^^ a%^. . 

Giscony, 46, 4S. 

CQyion, near );^cfi«iav IW* • 
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Gaza, 2. 

Geneva, Lake of, 63. 

Genoa, merchants of, report beginning of plagae, 1 ; shirs carry 
.'^ plague to, 17? ; date of phguo at, 18; ship^ from, carry plagoe 

to Marseilles, 34 ; se?t!emems in Criuiea of xnercbints 

belonging to, 3-4. 
Gerard Otijo, arv.hbis!>op 0^ CiitAnla, 14. 
Gcrne-i?, Joan, abbess of Ro.nsey, i88, 
G^jsia Abbatam, t-io. 07. 
Gibraltar, dep.lh «.'{ A!phon?us XI at, 59. 
GijiinghcUti, Dcrr,'fl, court ro'is of, 167, 
vilri;ciii!, T4 

(•iaslo:)bi:ry, viccrv.ise n. niiniber of inonVs, S^, 215. 
*- (il;.ss, fiT:^:. use v'.'f, 55 ; p.ilT.tcd, iiiflucnrc of pu\;^ae .01 tnaniifACturv^ 

Gloucester, cciir.ty of, bcnc(iccr» in, !o3 ; cily of, slop? communi- 

c;ition wiCix !>risLC*, gc. 
(.?oc-.si'j\"0, prioress of. 7:5. 

GoOv's of (k'Co;is/.i icn;;r'..- i'oi:"vi hy the ionl o'* \\:'2 in.'uor, 193. 
Gr^nrlisson, h»>he;>. ^^.'*', k}0, 17^. 

Green, J. R., his history, ii; his cslimaie of church influence, v. 
(rr'jsley, prior of, 147. 
Grinslead, Eivsr, near S;^!isbiiry, 105. 
Giisp.nt, Williaii.', docior -.v. ?.Iars'.'iIIes, 3*;. 

'.t»iil;ls, il^e of, V. 

Ili^irh.im priory, 15S. 

ilallmote courts, 159. » 

Ilalten^price p*Jory, 1^2* 

Hume, na.T^»( cf, 189. 

Ilampole. Ricliard RolIe» of, iv. 

iia!n[)shirc, date of plague in, 112 ; Insiiiiaions of clergy In, iSo ; 

Inq. p.ni. in, »S8. 
ilampion, John de, 117. 
Haidington, 855. 
Hartlond abbey, 90. 

JfankbiiTy, manor of luc TIxvaov cl ^Vorc-i-t-'-.r. i.v;. 
A lUrvK'M'^ unieapfil joi *acW ni \\V.':>:>t, 17V \>.'v \.v>S- 
Hustic^rs, royal p!^^e^Aauor. 10 c-.\i:c\\>, ^V^' 
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Hastings, Laurence de, Earl of Pembroke, i x8. 

Hastings, William de, Inq. p.m. on, i88. 

Hayling, Island, 113 ; impoverishment of, 187 ; priory, impoverish- 
ment of, 187. 

Hecliert his account of commencement of the plai^ue, 2. 

Hedges, origin of, 201. 

Hciligen Kreuz abbey, 65. • 

Helston, 1/3. 

Hereford, disease of, 141 ; institutions of clergy in, 142 ; falling o(T 
in numbers ordained, 209. 

Hertfordshire, date of plague in, 98 ; institutions of clergy in, 177 ; 
manors of, state of, 99. 

Heriois, increase in number of, 1 90. 

Herrings, increase in price of, 196. 

Heveringland priory, 129. 

Hexs!all, Leticia, abbess of Pollesworth, 125. 

HickHng prior}-, 129. 

Hinton charterhouse, difliculties on death of tenants at, 170, 171. 

Hinton Bluet, two masses on Sundays allowed at| 207. 

HoIcombe« Somerset, 85. 

Holdemcss, deanery of, 1 53« 

Holland, 67. 

Holland, town of, 49. 

Holhnd, Sir Thomas, 137. 

Holy Cross, Bristol, 87. 

Holy Name, rise of devotion to the, v. 

Horsleigh priory, 190. 

Horsley, 147. 

Houghton, 159. 

House, style of French country, 55. 

Hull, 155. 

Hume, on th% plague, iv. 

Husee, Sir Henry, Inq. p.m. on, 164. 

Hyde abbey, i8i. 

Iceland, the bishops of, all die, 68. 
Incumbents, ordination of, after appointment, 306. 
r Indulgences granted at lime of piagae, iio» 
Infection, lerrible nature of, 1%, 17 , i^9,^a«f|^ 
fttsf ffmions of clergy, valuabb evidence oI»i^- 
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-inquisitions post-mortem, value of, 99. 
Ireland, 119, seqq. 
Iron, increased price of, 196. 
Islep, Simon, Archbishop of Canterbury, his enthronisaiion, 107 ; 

letter on stipends of clerq^y, 213. 
Istria, 61. 
Ivychurch priory, 113, 163. 

JcFSop, Dr., his account of the plague in East Anglia, ii, 128, 129. 

Jersey, 71. 

J crvaux abbey, 152. 

Jovvs, mortality amongst, 30. 

Joan, Queen of Navarre, dies, 47- 

Joan of Burgundy dies, 47. 

Joan, daughter of Edward III. dies, 45. 

John XXI, report as to Eastern conunerce to, 2. 

Kont, Mrrgaret, Co.mtcss of, 136. . 

Keynsham abbey, 85. 

Kidwelly priory, 118. 

Kilkenny, 120. 

Kilkhampton, John de, prior of Bod^vin, 90. 

Kilmcrsdon, 85. 

King Edward, his compassion seldom manifested, 1S6 ; on clerical 

educaiion, 210. 
Xingsmead, prioress of, 147. 
Knighton, chronicle by, 73 ; his account of plague at Bristol, 86 ; 

ditto in Leicestershire, 139 ; his description of labour difQcul- 

lies, 198 ; on the scarcity of priests, 705, 
Knightsbridge, slaughter place for London at, 95. 
Koos, or Chus, a trade station on the Nile, 4. 
Kurds, die, attacked by the plague, 2. 

Labour, increased cost of, 189, 196. 
^Labourers, difficulty of obtaining. 50, 92, »o6, 140, i70-i| 179, 189; 
trouble with, 56; feel their p-ower, iii, 197; gel higher wages 
in spile of legislation, 198-9. 
Lngerbiingf on plague hi Norway, f>7. 
Lsunechf earthquake at, 2. 
Lancashire, X55« 
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*yj Land, depreciation of, 137, 153, 188, 189, 192, 196; rentsof, 

reduced, iq6, 143-4, 145, 164, seqq, ; cessation of services on» 

148; a third part of, uncultivated, 199; change of, to large 

tenures, 20 x. 
4- Landowners, difficulties of, 196; mediaeval meaning of, 202. 

Langton, 79. 
y Language, effect of plague on, 202. 
Languedoc, 37, 
Langwiih, 147. 
Lanihony priory, 189. 
Laon, abbey of St. John at, 56. 

Launcesion, appointment of a religious of, as prior of Bodmin, 91. 
Laura de Noves, death of, 37 ; announcement of death of, to 

Petrarch, 29. 
J^aw Courts suspended, 149. 
Law suns settled by deaths of parties, 116, 169. 
Lay pcoDle and clergy, proportion of, 205. 
Ledbury, large ordination at, 209. 
Leicester, county of, institutions of clergy in, 140. 
I-eiccsier, city of, 139. 
Lesnes Tnona.st«^ry, poverty of, io6. 
Lesti*annge, John, I44» 164. 
Lew^^s priory, deaths at, 115. 
Liege, labour difficulties at, 56. 
Lincoln, diocese of, indixlgences for, 139, 149 ; institutions of clergy 

in, 177. 
Lincoln, county of, Eachoaiors' accounts for, 150. 
Lincoln, Richard de, 149. 
Lipton, Nicholas de,,?bbot, 192, 
Lisle, Thomas de, ijishop of Ely, 132. 
Livings left vacant, 172. 
Lollards, supposed religious re\ival, due to, iv. 
Loudon, date of plague i:i, 93, 96, 117 ; new churchyards in, 23- 

94 ; number of dead in, 94-95, T75 ; insanitary condition of, 95; 

proportion of secular to regular clergy ordained in, tii^ncti. 
Longford, I47f 176. 
Loi';h Park, 149. 
Luce, *M. Simeon, ou condlUotv ol¥i«wOx r^3rt\\\\fe^^^^* 

Lucaris, Donninic dc, \fr\ib*s\iov ^^ '^V*^"^^*^* 
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Luda, Walter de, nbbol of Ix)i:lli Park, 149. 

Luflleld priory, 137. 

Lii!;vorth, East, 79. 

Lycia, trade route with, 3. 

I-ycotin, Matilda, 114. 

Lydford mane-, 172. 

Lyie, Heiuy de, prior of Ilorsleigb, 1 90. 

Lynot, Jolin, 135. 

Lynsled, Adair, de, siicrist of Ely, 133. 

Magnus II, Kirig of Sweden, 69. 

Mahai>ar, probably Malic, on Malabar coast, 3. 

Majoica, 58. 

Maldon manor, 175. 

Male pooubilion, demands ur>on the. 210. 

^TaViin^^e alroy, 104, ig6. 

Malvern, Grcai. 122. 

Manny, Sir Waiier. 94, 116. 
■^ Manors, cxaiuple of deaibs of teiiantson, 179, \^^, 138, 139, 
167, 168, 169. 

M&'-ino, Saiiudo, his accoun'. of ancient trade rou'e>, 2. 

i\lar^\:il]es, ,"4 ; rcmain-s ;l city of the Oj.id, 40. 

Mavcon j)riory, 152. 

i\la-.it ravers, jolin, governor of C!iLin?:el Islands, 71. 

Mcaln, .;ci:ouni of, in Fiinco, 56. 

Meath, bishop o^, 1 1(), 7:rie, 

Mcaux abbey, 78, 152 ; decay of, 134. 
'- M^•dical scic:Kc pcwcv'C^^s to de;d wi?b epidemic :c, 3^, 4<. ^ 

IMcdite:ranc:in ]:>!'( s, ini'.c'ion broi!;;hi from, 1. 

Mc'combc F<;'.;i:.. pla,i;'jc \\ E;i?lanil Grsr .Marts froni, 72. 

Mer.<»ham,, Hay:i:>c; Isl.m.d, 1S7. 

Mcniuioic, Michael, ab!)ut of St. Aiban'^j, 97. 

Merdcnclior, qinirter of TVurTiV, 5:. 

Messina, 12. 

Mesopolaina, 2 ; ir.a«le route throu;^':, 3. 

Middle ages, material dilT^culties in, 217. 

Middle classes, pro.'usvoiv of; v\ 

Mihi), iniildiin: o^ thccalV<:'\ra\ K^\y rx^. 
-^//wsicr ;»rM)ry. Covr.wa'l Ho. 
.1 /'/:;/••>. u2. 
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/ Monasteries, special mortality in, 67, 180 ; impovedshment of, 
177; depopulation of, 225. 
Monkureiion priory, 152. 
Monrieux, 29. 

Montgomery, Sir John, 116. 
Monipellicr, 35. 
y Morals, effect of scourge on, iv, 25, 32, 48 ; attempt to enforce 

better, 52. 
-; Mortality, extent of, in Europe, 50 ; probable estimate of, in Eng- 
land, 194, segg,; of English clergy, as evidenced by patent 
rolls, 76 ; greater in confined places, 53. 
Morton, 193. 
Muchelney abbey, 85. 
Muggington, 147. 
MuliMorf, 61. 

Muisis, Gilles Le, abbot of Tournay, 50, 59. 
Mussi, Dc*, his account of the plague in Italy, 16, 17. 
Mustard, nearly the only medix»va1 condiment, 55. 
Miirz, the valley of the, 61. 



Nangis, William of, his account of the plague, 47. 

Narbonnc, 37. 

Navarre, Queen of, dies, 47. 

Neiherion, 145. 

KeubcTg, 61, 65. 

Newcastle, 159. 

Newvin^am abbey, 90. 

Norfolk and Suflolk, institution of clergy in, 128; manors of, 

deailis in, 1 29. 
Normcndy, 46, 49, 
NorlbcTm, 88. 

North.! rnptonshire, histiiutions of clergy in, 137 ; manors of, 138. 
North Sea, ships drifting on the, 2. 
Nortliumberland, 159. 
Norih'.vich, 146. 

Northwood, Hayling Island, x&7* 
Norway. 67. 
Noruirh, diocese of, deai\\s ot rc\v^\o\i'i s.>\^ciu<>\*i\\v^\^'^\/\\v'*Jc^Nv- 

tiom ol clergy in, laS ; ord\iia\\o\\& o\ >|qwX\v^ vw^ 'i-^V 
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Norwich, city of, St. Marlir/s m the Fields, 129; tne friars of Our 

La.fy in, /3/V/. ; do it lis ::», 130; supposed popnlation of. i^iJ. 
Nottinghamshire, deaths of LeneJiced cler^-y in, 143. 
Novcs, Lruira d(% dcaih of, j^. 
Nurses, impossibil'ty of r^n'iiiig, 40, 44, 46, 63 ; ahiiost ccrtairi 

death of, 49. 

• 

Oath, a kind of nii:^sior.niy, imposed at TJy, 207. 

Observances of ir.onasterie/, plague fatal to, 216. 

<)rdrr9, dearth of candidjitts for, 152 ; the uHia) intervnls between, 
dispensed with, 205 ; crnfcrred on a married man, 207 ; con- 
ferred on youths, ,705 . 

Ordinations, effect of plaque upon the, 181, 183, 2o3. 

Ordinations, faculty to archbishop of York for extra, 152. 

Orvielo; 27. 

(X<)>riiic^ manor, ^04. 

Otho, Gerard, archblsliop of Catania, 14. 

Oxford^liiie. date of penu'lence in, 125. 

("/xford City, 126; ir.ayors die, 126 ; plaj^uc pits In, 127. 

Ovford University, students d.:croase throiiL^di ph^i^ue, i?6, 210. 

OxfoiJ, St. yriclesv/ithe, 12?, i)2. 

l\ui.)va, Andrea di.. ? <lo::?.ri- r:' Vcrice, 31. 

]\uJua, Ju 61. 

P.iipled glass, hiflitenceof pla«;ue on manufacture, 203. 

[\v::-, 46, 47. 

Tirishes, (!<»populatioii ol. 105, 14^*; impoverishment of, 136. 

Par'.ior.ienl, j)'-oro^4r*'.op of. 9^. 

Parmii, 28-3^. 

I'asioral cicrp:y, necossiiy foi- providin;,', 214. 

l^aL'jr.t rol^^ evidence of t'le mortality upon the, 76. 

l*a?er noster, meanit.;^ of instruclior-s upon »h?, ^oS, note. 

Venibrola*, rcr^r-y of. 118. 

l\.»tr:cp. ( !7- 
■ lVop''\ synipa'JV of c!ei;:y vitls 2!--: become mr.stcrs of the 

'.•iituatiois 2CO. 
- l-ov)V's,* Sainuoi, his descripiinii of Hsslol, 86. 
•'■'■ Testilence, the '^rt'>,U date of commencemcnr, i ; its arrival in 
\ >:i)-)anil, 73 ; charactet of, 7, \-. ' i. 5S^ 49i ^^1 ^- ^ sp.*ci;d 

type '[•1. r, S'>» 43- ^ ■ '^ ^' f ' ' • 
[zg; not •JTcried b> eVitw^:. V-- 
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Pctrarcli, his .iccount of the plague at Parma, 28-30. 

Pessimism of present day, 217. 

Pfafcr?, 63. 

Philip of Valois, Queen of, dies, 47. 

Pliilip VI consults doctors upon the epidemic, 49. 

Piacenza, 4, 18-19. 

Pillon priory, 89. 

Pinchbeck, Emma de, prioress of Worlhorp, 137. 

Pisn, 26; effect of plague on morals af, 32. 

Plaiieiisis, Michael, his account of the plajrue in Sicily, 12. 

Poisoners suspected at Avignon, 41. 

Poitou, 46. 

Polii, 61. 

PoHesworth abbey, 125. 
Poole, 8o, 
^-'^ Poor, unhealthy condition of living, 126 ; very great mortality 
amongst, 3#, 41. 
>*>*-Population in i4lh century, 54; statistics of, 75; estimate of, in 
^ ' Eiigland, 194, .uq^, ; effect on the, 73, 143 ; proportion carried 

off, 194 ; \letached from the soil by the plague, 201. 
Portcsharn, 79. 
PortislicaJ, 84. 
J'orliand, 73. 
Portsmouth, 113, 186. 
7 Poverty of priests because of the deatlis of their people, 135. 
Powick, 122. 

I'raiis, John de, bishop of Tournay, 51, 
Preston, 156. 
> Priests' deaths imply deaths of many people, x66. 
V Priests, poverty of, through the plague, 105, 135-172. 
-Priests afraid of infection, 105, 109; specially liable to itifect, 18, 
33,36,53,68,81, IT9; dearth or, iJi, / 05, 172, 205 ; devotion 
J, 53, 88. 
Processions, orders for, 71-158. 
Provisions, cheap, during the pestilence, 92. 
Provence, 40. $4. 

Kagusa, (^o, 

Rafcghe, Roger tie, Abbot of H'ArlWnA, ^o. 
ivi.'Jiscr abbey, 156. 
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Re;'!ls:n, need of corrective for, 218. 

Reg^n*(3, 28. 

Regis-firs, Kpiscopai, importance of the, 75. 

R«:£i;!;>r cicr^y, numbers of the, 2x1; po:iition in ihii Chi:-ch cf, 

211 ; crdinalions of, 211. 
Religion, paralysis of, aficr the epidemic, iv ; history of, in later 

times, to be undcrsloo(i in :i«»!)t of t^iiis plague, vi. 
Religious foundations, ciiange in type of, 212, 
Religious houses, special nicitality in, ^)7, 141, 153. 163; effect of 

plague on numbers of. J 8a; impoverishment of, 117, 181, sr^*/. 
Religions, falling of in oflinations of, 1S3. 
Religions i'*;.lipg and practice, important ciiiingcin, iv. 
Rent, instance of remission of, (46. 
Rhine valley, 63, 66. 
jvhoiic vi;!ley, 37. 

Rich, the, vlrlims of the p'i'.gt^e at 1 our*v.»y, 53 ; in Hungary, 64, 
Ai'jvau^x abbey. tc;2. 
Riiiiini, 27. 
Rivarolo, 1 8. 
Roche a!il;eyj 152. 
RocheslLr, diocc>:ccf: 104, .v^^-^. ; deaths iji episcopr.I palace of, 10^, 

llie liishop's mandate for prayers, 105 ; stale of episcopal 

manors, 106. 
Rochester, cathedral priory of, 106. 
Rogers, Professor Thoi old, on population, 195. 
Romsey al)i^cy, 183; election of abbess to. 183; benefactions of 

Risiiop Kdyiidon, i:)2. 
Roskilt'-, the ])ishoj^ii'" (/f, slate of the manors "»f, Ccj, 
Rouiid nuiiiberr, misleading nrt:ire of, 54, 156. 
Ruswy], 63. 
Iv^'aiul, 138. 
A>e, IT 5. 
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Sacr;.rients, diHicuUv in oblainii.ir tiic, ':^ 
Sacrament, the blessed, increase of devciion 10, v. 
SLdinglon, 14 !. 

St. Alban*s, decrease m number of monks at, 215; date of plague 
;i!. 97 ; death of a v.\onlv of, at Canterbury, 103 ; peculiars of, 

Sl i>;k'c, panVii otj 51. 
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St. Gaily abbey of, 62 • 

Su Gothard, pass of, 62. 

St. Ives, John of, camcranns of Ely, 133. 

St. Piat, parish of,Tournay. 51. 

St. Trond, dirTjcullies with tenants at, 56. 

St. Valery, abbey of, Picardy, 176. 

Salisbury, diocese of, institutions of clergy in, 78 ; deaths in, 162. 

Sa!t, incicased price of, 196. 

Salvaiierra, rc), 

Sandown, hospital of, 93, 185. 

Sand.vich, cemetery at, 103. 

Sani:.igo, 51, 59. 

Sriuddo, jMarino, his report on lines of commerce, 2. 

.Sar.i,ij;os:>n, 50. 

Sardinia, cc^. 

Sciaccr, 14. 

Scotch invailers aiiacked, 160. 

Sebenico, 61. 

Secular and regular clergy, proportion of, 211 ; ordination of, in 
London, 213. note. 

Selkirk forest, 160. 

Scl'AOod forest, 170. 

Selwood, Richard de, 1 26. 

Seyer, hi.s history of Bristol, 86. 

Shatresburv. 70. 

Shelford priory. 152. 

ShereboTiie abbev, 1 1^'. 

Snepey, Joalan, Mayor of Coventry, 125. 

Ships without crews on the hijjh St*.as, 2, 67, 

Shirelvjrne priory, 185. 

tshrewshuiy, iniitilulicns of clcrrjy in, 143. 

»Shrew3'jury, Ralph of, and bishop of Baih and Wells, 71 ; letter of» 
on the plagi:e, 81-3. 

Shropshire, 143. 

Sicily, 12. 

Sick left without attendants, 39-40, 44. 

Siena, 26; population of, 27, noU ; building of cathedral of, sus- 
pended, 27, 2 1 3. 

Skditn, Wiif'an, prior ot L\iluciV\, 1^7. 
57.1 Jen, inaiio: of, too. 
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Smithfield, Kast, cemstery ar, 93. 
Snetterton, in.inorof, 13c. 
> Social r2SuU«j of plague, 195, zij. 
Somerset, date of plvi^ue in ihc county of, 4S0, 8i, S3 , mslilulionrv 

of clergy in, 84, 165 ; dearth of clergy in, 84. 
Soulirampton, 113, 139. 
Sou!lnvood, 187. 
Spain. 48, 58, se^q. 
Spa^alro, 60. 
Spcttisbiiry, 78. 

S;>iri:ii;il wriieis. rise of an EnglihU J'chool of, iv. 
Spoils of France, English people rich wiili, i. 
Spron^ton, Robert de, 134. 
SuifK-rd.-ihire, 141. 

Sta-.nlbid, St. Michael's. uniLcd to Wor thorp, 138. 
Sli'K'rids of c]«: r.i;y, 213. 
St'^cktoii, nL:\r \Varn:iins^e:", 167. 
Sr)ke-Clarc, collei;c of. 212. 
Siokc, il.'iyjir.i; IslanJ, 187. 
Slov/.-^'s accoMi.t of L'Hidfjii rcrnelerics, 04. 
Slr:\:)^'^, Jol'.n ie, 143, 144 ; Fulk.. ilmf, ; lluinpr.r(*y, ibid. 
S'Tikcs against old rcnls, 199. 
Students, decrease in numbers of, 12 6, 
Sivria, 61, S^. 

SuiTolk, instit'Ttionh of chrj.^v ii\ 128. 
SiMi'-;, 'ia»e of pki>;i!0 i!i, 113? "'•.»' i:rii'>»".s i-s, iSo; depnaM.iiic:! 

of i.in! in, io>». 
.Sj;;i-.-.\\. 114; l^eiKrfiCA^in, I7(); »oy.:l prc?.et:t'"vt:ons to livings* i::, ]7o. 
Sweden, leuer of ^hc kinir o!, on the p-z.gue, 69 ; the pesti'.euce 

in, 69. 
Swiizcrlij'd, 1^3. 
SvtI.i, 2 ; tragic routes thiO'igii. ;;. 

l"ai!:clev' r>riorv, Essex, 176. 
Tailagli abbey, i :o. 
Tainworth, Kind near, 141. 
lar.a, now Azor, 5. 

Tiivii;fock abl»cy, 90. 
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'^ Tenants, deaths of manorial, 146, 148, T50, 134, 157, 188: dearth 
of| 192 ; refusal to pay old rents by, 199; small holdings of, 
before epidemic, 201. 

That-Molyngi.<?, Ireland, pilgrimage to, 119. 

Thurgarton priory, 152. 

Tides well. Church of, 203. 

Tigris, ind<* route along, 3. 

Tipta^el, 173. 

Torton?, 63. 

Toulouse, 40, 45. 

Tourn.iy, 67, 50 S£qg. ; bishop of, 51 ; abbey of St. Martin's at, 50. 

Toucef'.er, 193. 

Towns, d(cay of, T55, 197. 

Trade routes, the chief eastern, 3. 
^ Tratlcs unions, rise of, 2CX>. 

Trapani, 14. 

Trcbiz«.»nd, trade with, 3. 

Trent, 6x. 

Trcvisa, his accoani of introduction of English into schools, 202. 

Trlt'jr, deanery of, 173. 

Tiileck, Bishop of Hereford, 142; ordinations by, 209, 

Trivet, his chronicle coniinuod, 72* 

Turnbv, Stephen dc, ani Mar}', his wife, 165. 

Tura, Ai^iiioio dc, hir. account of the plague, 26. 

Tv'crtor, S5. 

Tynrn^'^utl;, acconnt by a monk of, 160. 

Tyr.him, 79. 

Tyrolcse A1[)S, 61. 

Valencia, »^8. 

Valcry, St., abbey of, 176. 

Vare^e, 62. 

Venice, ships from Crimea, tradj with. 12; plague at, i^, 2S; 

deaths at, 43 ; doctors at, 31, 32. 
^'erona, 65. 
Vienna, 65. 
' Vilhiiiijj'c, extinction of^ 200. 
ViJ;a;ii. Giovanni, dies of the plague, 15. 

V.'//.if;» .M.uteo, »n origin of l\ic TA;k«VL^, i\ oti\\a3wx^«A^vi^^^iSiStfi- 
S; bis account of ii. 2^. 
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t 

\V:u1dii>g on tb.e effects of the plagno, 3 16. 

VvViO^es, atiempl to rj-juhto, 197 : real reason for the measure, 198 j 

arc doublec], 197. 
V/r.kebriii^e, Sir Wiliiam, 14S. 

Wales, 117 ; sni.iil n-.iinber oT rclf-^ious in nicnistcries of, iiS. 
'.Valtcr, a!»fxn of Ncwcnham, 90. 

WiMponbury, laml^ in, 100. 

War'jluni, 70, 80; ali^n priory .tt, So. 

Warircr, Jo:\n dc, 115. 

Waniviisier, 167. 

Warm^vtill, 70. 

\V*ir\>ick5i^'ire, ii'Siituiions of clergy in, 125, 190; Inq. p,:n. in, 

i.p ; Jate of piaguc irj, 125. 
Weed on. 193. 
WellKJclv .ibbcy, 152. 
VvMIs, Sr. ' 
Wer/i Cliickereri, 79. 
West G()'':»nd: ^^S. 

\V.-..ior!ia'n, i'.npi •4)r!a:ion o!, to Cartcrbury, 170. 
Wc<iiTun.stcr, 93 ; hospital of St. James's ai, 97. 
Wcsirnin^i'.er 4>bbcy, 9^), 97. 
'\Wstn»oroland. 157. 
Wcs'.on-siipcr-Mare, 84, 193. 
V.\:.slon. I^-^viin;; Island, iSy., 
V/c:ti«i), V 'tliiaiii, 97. 
Wcvinoii!bj''72, 77. 
Wb^.i! \or\j 115. 

Wiiilcburcb Tnanor, 144, 164. loi. 
Will' 'and nbbey, 1 18. 

\Vi;'I;t, Islo Ot. !IJ ; blSlit ail'/^ . of c!-J.'/V '!:. i30. 

V.'ii**j;a 0: W.'icc.-l^^r, nou: as 'o V;irrnouin, 130; note as to 

Uodmip, 9'j. 
WiMiiM^lon. 147. 
WiMii'i^ton, Honry de, 16/.. 
Wibiiaroii, Ina. ]f.m. as 10, lOi. 
W'lls :n covrl of I ui^li;'i;s, l-on •'o'^, 1':. 
h'ilU::ic, ;;»s:ir'i!;'»:!s ^'f cl-i ^- \u • v^^ \ \-\ v V "'- "^^ ^* ^*> 

Win ch c i:n / »e 2 ' -' 1 • f V.' , i S o . 
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Vi'inclielso?, 114. 

d'.\i:lis of religioiJ<5 N;:|.«cr:'vrs '>», 114 ; fiil'l!::.' •• : ::' :in 

f f I;v'!<.ii;lmI 111 iv,i -ii.ijLr.ci./; i!.:i;:v -t ..if I «, 

Wiiu'!. ■•:■.'■ . ■".. Sv. '.f".-!* -» ::': (.i.-.i'ii ii .im.-j :' : ■ ■ 

d'-.;.:» . ill, lo-"- ; iM;)'.)\';ris;i!iio..; c , i'..'» i:*. 
Wmh I. M^T. Si. AT irv's Mi::r»« » '. , iSj. 

»i.r..ii;:i'. ?:.-', r:«»* uv .il^i.-.u I".i:iii p'.i'/tj*. : r* . 
V. ! : ;: I. , .(' .J :• I :.j: , 1 1 If , '; ;• . 

Wisl V, r'j.'.i'':iMM»; C"'.' .1:. 1:1, J*. 

V. O' !, ;»i.'! i' ;.. .'i » 1 ■: ..«•!;•,.«• I IriUin ^!r.;iiir "•; .•. ,y:, 
''•'-'•.mis :?..: ».% h'- :.»::•. ^ •'• ;. • 

\V(:.i;i»)i»> i»rii ry, r-;7. 

• • • • 

Uii'ciif iLri ?Sl ; '. :s ^t! •«'">'■, .mo: lis tir»y -.'.i" .«.. 

WyiK«nc-, Jolin, i.io.i'.!:;: i:- f.iiv.i.yo" -oi. 

YarTiiuulli, p<»i»nli'i )'• •..' I7!,^^^V; u i:j;:>li'.} in, tj.o; | 1 1: 
Ilcmy V!I iroin, i; 1 ; t''«v' ii liuiluini* so: -p. I. 13 

Yorls, iiisiltiuiuMs of (:iOT:,y :u jlii» (!•• .'cc, i*;; ; i)io»i-"(v| : 
tilt r.n^i: ioT. f "I. 
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